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Case Presenting Unique Symptoms Dub to Injury of the 
Nervous System, the Result op Railroad Accident. 
By Alexander B. Shaw, M. D., Professor of Diseases of 
Mind and Nervous System, Beaumont Hospital Medical 
College ; Consultant for Diseases of the Mind and Nervous 
System to the Alexian Brothers Hospital, St. Louis Rail- 
way Hospital, St. Louis Asylum for the Insane, and the 
Central Hospital. 

An analysis of this case which was reported in full at the 
late meeting of the State Medical Association of Missouri, 
held at Kansas City, April, 1888, gives injury to the back 
and head by falling from a box car — ^unconciousness for forty- 
five minutes — ^tingling sensation in and paralysis of lower 
extremities — ^backache — dilated pupils — girdle pain, and 
anaesthesia from the umbilicus down on the third day. ' 

4th day. Retention of urine persisting until the 8th day. 

12th day. Spastic condition of legs, 

14th day. Lumbar region very tender — considerable pain 
between shoulders. 

17th day. Outer half of dorsum of feet and outer sides of 
legs slightly sensitive. 

19th day. Pain along entire spine — has not been able to 
sleep well for some days. 

21st day. Severe headache — Easier until 27th day when 
severe pain in head and along entire spine to hips is com- 
plained of. Now interrupted spasmodic breathing is observed 

9 
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and there is marked dyspnoea, patient unable to speak and 
became unooncious for a time. This condition continued 
with but transient periods of temporary relief until the 37th 
day, when the use of the galvanic current for the first time, 
on the paralysed limbs, was immediately followed by an 
epileptoid convulsion, lasting for three or four minutes. 

Pain in the head and back, attacks of marked dyspnoea, 
and feeling of prostration on waking from sleep are pro- 
nounced symptoms till the 49th day, when aphonia occurs. 
This symptom continued throughout the remainder of the case. 

51st day. Complaint of sensation of burning along the en- 
tire spine. Pain, general suffering and dyspnoea scarcely 
complained of until the 65th day. 

61st day. Complains of soreness of occipital region. 
Chills followed by fever occurred almost daily from 63d to 75th 
days. Now complains that he can scarcely see with his right 
eye ; that at times, everything seems enveloped in a fog for 
half an hour at a time. This condition never improved. 

Is now able to leave bed and ride around ward in a chair. 

89th day. Discovered that pressure made on the occipital 
region in the median line, at point of attachment of the 
occipito-frontalis muscle and over occipito-atloid articulation 
produces complete blindness — eyes hurt. 

91st day. Very much prostrated — dyspnoea and rapid 
breathing again. 

98th day. Much the same — eyesight failing. 

107th day. Says he feels as well as he ever did excepting 
paraplegia, vesical paralysis, aphonia, defective sight and 
some soreness of back of head and along spine. In excellent 
spirits. Continued in this condition until the 123d day, 
when he began having epileptoid convulsions — fainting spells 
and attacks of dyspnoea recurring four and five times a day 
until the date of his departure for home which was * * * 

The conjunctivae were very much injected during the last 
days the case was under observation. 

Prof. J. C Mulhall, consultant to the hospital for diseases 
of the throat and chest, and Prof. Adolf Alt, consultant for 
diseases of the eye, examined Mr. Denney and have kindly 
furnished me with the following reports. 
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REPORT OF PROF. J. C. MULHALL. 

On the 109th day of his illness and the 60th day of his 
:aphonia, I, at the request of Prof. A. B. Shaw, examined the 
respiratory apparatus of the patient in question (Denney). 

I discovered nothing abnormal with heart nor lungs. I 
^ound a general mild and symmetrical congestion of soft 
^palate, pharynx and larynx with unimpaired sensation. 
Motor power was normal in palate — pharynx and larynx also, 
^as far as the subject would or could permit the latter organ 
-to perform its function. In other words the whispering atti- 
tude of the larynx was the same as in that of a normal indi- 
vidual. This aroused my suspicions, for though an individual 
with paralyzed laryngeal adductors can whisper, since the 
latter act concerns the lips and mouth only yet unlike the 
normal larynx the paralyzed adductors remain motionless. 
Now in the healthy larynx one may observe with the laryn- 
::geal mirror, that during the whispered vowel **a" the aryte- 
noids make a slight adduction. This was readily observable 
in this man. Again in the condition of paralysis the act of 
• coughing is at best very feebly possible. Since to cough, one 
must first have adduction of the vocal cords. 

On request to cough, the man readily but feebly acquiesced. 
I not only saw complete contact of the vocal cords, but with 
those about heard tone to the cough. 

To produce tone the laryngeal adductors must act. The 
adductors and the tensors of the cords could be seen to act 
^normally. Again it was hardly conceivable to me, that an 
injury or even disease consequent on such an injury would so 
involve the respiratory centres as to afifect merely that por- 
tion concerned in voice production^ namely laryngeal adduc- 
^tion, to the exclusion of every other part of the respi- 
ratory tract. The pin experiment on his legs had been made 
whilst his attention was fixed on such experiment. 

I introduced the following variation whilst the mirror 
was in his throat, his eyes cast up to the ceiling, in a word 
Ms attention centered on his throat. Dr. J. W. Adams unob- 
served thrust a pin into the thigh just above the knee on out- 
ride. A very prompt reflex followed, the movement executed 
4)eing a foot in height. 
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My conclusion was strengthened by this discovery, narne^ 
ly^ that his aphonia was assumed, that the man was, if not 
wholly a malingerer at least, in so much as concerned his- 
larynx. J. C. Mulhall. 

REPORT OP PROP. A, ALT. 

I examined the man Denney for the first time on March 
22d. He stated to me that his right eye was totally blind and' 
his left one too poor to read. He also stated that he could 
render this, his better eye, totally blind by pressure on his- 
occiput. 

The following was what I found : Outer aspect of both* 
eyes normal ; motility normal; pupils medium wide, reacting 
equally well upon stimulus of light and accommodation. 
Bight optic nerve somewhat reddish, but outlines sharp,, 
arteries of retina thin, veins slightly tortuous, but not then 
hypersemic. Left optic nerve also slightly reddish ; retinal 
veins somewhat tortuous. I then examined where the spot 
was which when pressed upon would render him blind. He 
gave it as lying to the left and a little below the protuberantia 
occipitalis, and when I palpated it, he stated that the whole - 
neighborhood there would do. In palpating the region I 
could neither find the evidence of a fracture nor of a thin and 
perhaps elastic portion in the bone, but although I pressed 
hard, he did not get blind. I then had the spot indicated by 
him pressed upon while looking into his good eye (left) with 
the ophthalmoscope. No change in the filling of the blood 
vessels occurred, but he promptly stated that he was now 
totally blind. Upon being asked how long this blindness > 
usually lasted, he said for about an hour. In spite of that 
he counted fingers at three feet, right afterwards, and wheeled^ 
himself back into the ward through a narrow crooked passage 
with the greatest security. About five minutes later I let 
him count my fingers again, he now counted them at six feet 
but kept his gaze steadily on them for a much further distance, 
although he stated that he could not see them. 

The state of his optic nerves not explaining his blindness- 
satisfactorily, and moreover, having heard of Dr. MulhalPs^ 
examination, I saw him again two days later. On being asked 
how he could see that day, he said, **0h, very well to-day."^ 
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• 
Tet upon making him count my fingers, he refused to see 
"^them any further than six feet from him, although again he 
^'kept his gaze steadily on them for a much greater distance. 
i then told him I had brought some glasses along which I 
was confident would make him see better. Placing my assis- 
tant six feet from him, I let him count the fingers, which he 
did readily. While he did so, I placed a prism of 12 base 
downward before his good (left) eye, when he said immediate- 
ly: ''Now everything is mixed up," I then asked him: 
^'Do you see one or two hands?" and he unhesitatingly 
stated: ''Two." 

Of course, if all other facts here reported were sufficient 
-to arouse a suspicion of malingering, the prism tests proved 
beyond a doubt, that with regard to the statements he made 
labouthis one-sided blindness, he was a liar. A. Alt. 

John Erie, "On concussion of the spine, etc.," says: 
^' One of the most frequent and most troublesome effects of 
-spinal injury, is a certain degree of impairment of vision. 
Double vision is frequent with both eyes open. But there 
may be double or even treble vision with one eye. A patient 
'may see two lights, or perhaps two lights distinctly and the 
-shadow of a third with one eye only. 

This happens independently of injuries to the nervous 
^system, but has often been denied, and I have known a 
patient stigmatized as an imposter because he said he had 
-double vision with one eye. This double or even treble vis- 
ion with one eye is now recognized by ophthalmologists as a 
'distinct affection under the term polyophia monophthalmica.'' 

Mr. Wharton Jones in his work " On Failure of Sight 
after Railway and other Injuries," states that the morbid 
state on which the failure of sight and other subjective symp- 
'toms depend, may be at first confined to some central portion 
of the optic nervous apparatus, and no ophthalmoscopic evi- 
*dence of implication of the retina or the optic disc may 
present itself until a more advanced stage of the case. 

Dr. Albert, Lancet, 1870, vol. I. p. 77, states that of 
'•thirteen cases of chronic spinal disease following accidents^ 
^he found eight cases of sympathetic disorder of the eye. 

That a certain portion of the spinal cord exercises a direct 
linfluence on the eye has been incontestably established by 
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the experiments of modem physiologists. It has been long: 
known that the upper cervical portion of the spinal cord and 
its intracranial prolongation controls the movements of 
respiration, and the researches of Budge and Waller and 
Claude Bernard demonstrate that the filaments of the sympa- 
thetic that supply the eye, take their origin from the part o^ 
the chord which is contiguous to the origin of the first pair of 
dorsal nerves, and that the portion of the spinal axis between 
the fifth cervical and sixth dorsal, and according to Brown- 
Siquard, even as low down as the tenth dorsal possesses a 
distinct influence on the organs of vision. Hence the terms 
celio-spinal and oculo-spinal axis, applied to this part of 
the cord. 

Mr. Wharton Jones, who has investigated the influence of 
the sympathetic in a truly philosophic spirit, states, that an 
aflection of the sight in the form of perverted, impaired or lost^ 
sensibility of the optic nervous apparatus is liable to super- 
vene in a longer or shorter time on concussion of the spinali 
cord or brain. The symptoms as a rule come on insidiously 
and do not attain any degree of prominence until a considera- 
ble time after the accident, may be many months. At first 
they are transitory and subjective in character and consist of 
asthenopia, luminous spectra, rings and stars and flashes of 
light. Scotomata, photophobia, impaired power of adjust- 
ment, undue retention of images, failure of power to estimate 
distance and position, and to co-ordinate voluntary move- 
ments — diplopia. The size of the pupil varies, it may be in 
the middle state, or contracted or more rarely dilated* 
and its action be sluggish or unduly active. After these 
transitory symptoms have lasted for some time the vision 
gradually deteriorates and finally becomes amaurotic. The 
ophthalmoscopic appearances that are to be observed in eyes • 
that are undergoing the changes which eventuate in blindness - 
are according to Mr. Jones in the early stages increased vas- 
cularity with some whiteness of the optic disc ; congestion 
of the retina; blackish discoloration of the retina adjacent to 
the disc and pigmentous deposit in the disc. 

Ultimately the optic nerve becomes atrophic and white. 
In some cases however of failing sight after injuries of th& 
spine and head, no ophthalmoscopic evidence may declare itself 
for a considerable time, and the inference is that the failure^ 
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of sight after injury to the spinal cord where the brain is ap* 
parendy unaffected, is due to the transmission of the morbid 
action from the cord to the blood vesseh of the optic nervous ap- 
paratus by the sympathetic nerves rather than to the extension of 
the inflammatory and degenerative changes from the spinal cord 
to the brain. 

As to the cause of the aphonia, I confess I am not ready 
to express a positive opinion, but from the results of the 
laryngeal examination, I am inclined to think it may have 
been due to a hysterical condition which is truly a diseas- 
ed state. 

In conclusion, I do not believe the man was a malingerer, 
notwithstanding the unquestioned ability and honesty of the 
other specialists who examined the case. 

The result of the pin experiment referred to by Prof. Mul* 
hall, certainly proves that serious destructive myelitis had 
existed, preventing so far as could be determined by the Doc- 
tor any sensation of pain when the pin was thrust into the 
patient's leg. The exalted reflex giving a movement as the 
doctor states, of about one foot in height, is exactly what 
might be expected when we reflect that the reflex centres 
were no longer imder the inhibitory influence or control of 
the will. 



A CuBious Instance of CompabatI vb Physiological Insanity . 
By C. A. F. LiNDORME, Ph.D., M.D., of Fort Reed, Fla. 

When fowl want to hatch, being deprived of their eggs, they 
will sit on the spot where they were used to lay, barren 
though it be, and in doing so, exhibit the same earnestness 
and persevering tenacity, as though they were setting on all 
the eggs they had laid during the preceding season. A hen set- 
ting on such a barren spot, is even not so readily disturbed, as 
one brooding on real eggs. Poultry-men always keep a good 
look out, that the setting hens be not disturbed lest they leave 
their nests. But these spurious brooders are as stubborn in 
keeping their places as though they were mad. I had one 
last season that persisted in setting in the horse's trough, be- 
cause she had been in the habit of laying her eggs there, very 
much to the gratification of the horse, who, whenever he 
was given a chance, was sure to anticipate the gathering of 
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the eggs by eating them up. The place was a very incon- 
venient one and when the horse was to be fed, the hen was 
frequently taken by the tail and flung into the yard. On such 
occasions, after scolding about the stable, as soon as she 
needed not to take any one into account but the horse, she 
got back again ; her huge companion, probably by reason of 
services rendered, tolerating her intrusion. 

In proceeding to an analysis of the psychical points which 
come in here, we should have easy work, if we did so in the 
old fashioned style. We should then call that '' instinct," 
and not trouble ourselves with any further investigation. But 
this is no explanation. The very madness of the creature 
shows that there is intellectuality in play. There could be 
no disturbed understanding if there were none to disturb. Be 
a fowl ever so stupid, she is able to distinguish a place where 
there are eggs, from one where there are none, and it is, more- 
over, not altogether, Tnachinalement, the way they act. Hav- 
ing laid, for instance in a barrel of ashes, and this having 
been removed, the hen will get into a barrel of something 
else — potatoes preferably, as I have frequently noticed (pos- 
sibly because the tubers by their shape, to a certain extent 
gratify the longing for eggs upon which to set). 

My explanation of the phenomenon is this : Owing to the 
physiological status of their viscera, there is a highly in- 
tensified ovarian feeling or emotion which tells upon the 
cerebral nerve-centres and, overshadowing, as it were, the 
perceptive faculties, supplies a purely subjective motive of 
action ; and consequently this action is accomplished without 
due reference to outward circumstances. An analogy, without 
any particular emotion, we may observe in children, who will 
sit for hours on benches, "playing at riding." Their imagina- 
tion is so lively that they derive as much pleasure from this 
play as though the riding were real. 

There are, perhaps, readers who will be unwilling to ad- 
mit poultry to be a fit psychiatric subject, and want to keep 
up the old and exploded theory of instinct. But what then 
of the following analogy ? Years ago there came under my 
notice a case of sterility in an apparently healthy and robust 
couple. He was a wine merchant who during his apprentice- 
ship had done much cooperage, and his muscles exhibited the 
salutary consequences of this early training. 
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The wife, although rich and sprung from a so-called fine 
house was, in the line of backbone, all that could be desired. 
The case was a rather puzzling one. Both of them longed for 
•children, and in the woman, after the first term passed by 
without pregnancy, this longing became so imperative, that 
it disturbed her reason, and like the hens in the afore-men- 
tioned cases, imagination, supplied what was lacking in 
reality, and for fully four months and a half, while she was 
not pregnant, she felt quickening. She was perfectly satisfied 
that the heir-presumptive was no fiction, and there she sat> 
brooding on a barren spot, quite like the chickens on imagi- 
nary eggs. 

The woman, I will admit, was not highly intelligent ; but 
she was a good average, and had at any rate sufficient under- 
standing to know what quickening is, and to be able to differ- 
•entiate it from other feelings in the abdomen, so that the 
feeling of it by her during so long a time as four and a half 
months, while there was none, was obviously not due to any 
cerebral deficiency ; nor was the temporarily insane condition, 
which obtained, due to cerebral disease. In her case, as in 
that of the fowl, the entire condition was ganglionic, and 
viewed psychically, a spontaneous subjective supply of a 
motive for cerebral action, — a simple imagination or hallu- 
cination (in the case of the woman) caused by an imperative 
emotion. 

The pathological inference to be drawn from these physio- 
logical cases is, no doubt, that higher graded but similar 
insanity must be diagnosed analogously. The cerebral dis- 
ease, is secondary, if any, and the treatment has principally 
to be directed to the sympathetic nerve in reference to the 
viscera over which it presides. 



A Babe Case of Spontaneous Amputation. By Will F. 
Thornton, M. D., Bluefields, Nicaragua, C. A. 

On Oct. 12th, 1887, there appeared in my office a case 
which was to me, and I suppose the most of our profession, 
unique ; to the majority it is, at least, remarkable. I have been 
unable to find a report of any similar case, and report it more 
as a curiosity than for its intrinsic value. The history, as 
givdn by the patient, Charles, Indian, aged 22, is as follows : 
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'' On the 12th of December, 1886, while in the wooda gath* 
ering rubber, I stepped on a ' tomagar ' snake, about three 
feet long, piercing it with a spur I wore for climbing trees ; 
the snake bit me through the calf of the right leg about four 
inches below the knee. The leg began to swell at once, and 
in eighteen hours the swelling had extended to the abdomen. 
In thirty hours the entire right side, from the toes to the top 
of the head, was swollen and black. 

Fever began with the swelling and increased with it. 
Twenty hours after the bite I was found by my companions^ 
who bathed me in a ' bush medicine ' and in two days the 
swelling had receded to the knee. I suffered no pain at all 
only a sensation of weight. I was taken home and the swel- 
ling entirely disappeared, but left the skin below the bite 
apparently separated from the flesh. Pieces of skin dropped 
off from time to time, in pieces of from three to four inches 
square, until all below the bite was destroyed leaving the 
muscles exposed. This occurred in one week after returning 
home. 

When the skin was removed, the point in the muscle 
where the tooth of the snake pierced was marked by a small 
scab. This was removed and pus in small amounts exuded^ 
the flesh then began to gangrene. 

Three weeks after the skin had disappeared, profuse arte- 
rial hsemorrhage occurred from the edges of the skin above 
the bite ; this was controlled by * bush medicine '; three times,, 
at intervals of from one to two days, these haemorrhages occur* 
red but were controlled by local applications of * bush medi- 
cine.' After these haemorrhages the muscles of the leg began 
to dry up and shrivel. 

Two weeks before Good Friday, (April 8) I called my 
sister to help me put my foot in the hammock. It was hang- 
ing over the side ; when she took hold of the heel and at- 
tempted to raise it the leg broke off even with edges of the 
skin ; two weeks later a small piece of bone came out from the; 
other side." 

Such is the history as given to me. The cut shows the 
appearance of the stump. It looks as if an amputation had 
been performed at the junction of the upper and middle third 
of the leg, with retraction of the muscles. The tibia is cov* 
ered with skin alone for two inches and a half; the small 
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piece of bone tbat was removed two weeks after the leg 
dropped off was the upper end of the fibula. Along the outer 
side of the tibia there is caries. I advised amputation, below 
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the knee if poBsible, otherwise at the lower third of thigh, but 
could pot obtain consent of the patient at the time. 

Time and again during the examination I asked, in as 
many different ways as my ingenuity could suggest, whether 
any bandage or ligature had been applied above the bite, 
the answer being invariably, no. I tried to ascertain what 
was meant by "bush medicine "; the snake doctor looked 
wise but said nothing. 

The principal points in the history were corroborated by 
four or five other persons. I had heard of the case before, 
Vice-President Patterson having related it to me several 
months before I saw the patient. I have inquired among the 
natives but oau hear of no similar case. 



A Small-Pox Patient Upset. — As the small-pox ambu- 
lance, with a patient aboard, was crossing the Twelfth Street 
bridge a runaway horse attached to a delivery wagon collided 
with it. The result was that the ambulance was upset and 
damaged, the patient thrown out and the driver injured about 
the bead and face. This is the first accident of the kind that 
has occurred in the health department for fourteen years. 
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Maternal Instinct or What? Curious Freak op a Domes- 
tic Cat. 

Editors St. Louis Medical and Surgical Journal : 

Our neighborhood has for some time past been infested 
with savage cats of the sort called '^ Tom," domestic brutes 
that have become partly wild, and which have ravaged our 
poultry house, eating up eggs, and young chickens by the 
brood. I have shot two of them this year, the last one just 
as he had leapt upon a fine broiler. Not long ago our pussy 
had kittens, four of them, which we desired to keep for friends 
who had bespoken them. From the first, kitty seemed anxious 
.and worried about her babies, and one day brought them into 
the house. After a little while, or when they were about 
two weeks old, she took them under the house. A few nights 
^go I heard her uttering the most distressed and peculiar 
•cries, and on going to the door, saw a big stray cat in the yard. 
I threw something at him and he made off. Kitty's actions 
were so strange, however, that we investigated her nest under 
the house, and found that the cat to which she had called my 
.attention had killed one of the kittens and injured all the bal- 
ance so badly that they died in the course of a few hours. 
Poor kitty had so much milk and seemed to suffer so much 
that I sent to the neighbors to see if I could not borrow a 
kitten to relieve her. To my surprise I learned that in four 
houses in the neighborhood the kittens had been killed by the 
tom-cats, and in several instances eaten by the horrid brutes ! 
Poor kitty gathered her dead babies in the yard and crooned, 
and mourned over, and petted them like a human mother, 
•caressing and using every artifice to make the little dead 
creatures show some signs of life. She licked them and put 
her udders against their mouths in the vain effort to arouse 
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her dead. All one day and night she kept up this pitiful 
display, and I, being anxious to see the result, did not inter- 
fere. Finally on the next morning she stood and looked at 
them awhile and then picked up one in her mouth and carry-* 
ing it to a place in the yard, laid it down and bit a hole into 
its abdomen. Through this, she dragged the entrails and ate 
them, leaving the carcass otherwise untouched. This strange 
proceeding she repeated with each o( the others, doing it in , 
the most deliberate manner. Haying finished, she left the 
carcases where they lay and resumed her usual habits around 
the house. From that moment she seemed to forget her 
grief and trouble completely. One more strange point will 
interest you : up to this time her udders had continued to- 
swell with milk and were visibly inflamed and seem to give 
her great pain. From the moment that she ate those entrails 
she seemed to pay no further attention to them. In a few 
hours the swelling and inflammation were gone, and one day 
afterward they (the udders) were normal in appearance. Can 
you offer any explanation of the facts as I have related them ? 
Is this action of hers one at all common among cats ? Do you 
think that there was any connection between her cannibalistic 
meal and the behavior of her milk glands ? A. L. B. 

Mobile, Ala., June 5. 
[In reference to the foregoing, the Editors of the Journal^ 
would say that they are personally acquainted with the 
writer, and will vouch for the absolute truth of the communi- 
cation. The habit of the male cat of eating young kittens is 
well-known ; but the peculiar behavior of the female in this 
instance is, so far as we are aware, a novelty. Perhaps it is 
an instance of *^ emotional insanity, " like that written of by 
Dr. Lindorme elsewhere in this Journal. At any rate it is 
worth recording, and we would like to hear from some of our 
readers on the subject. — Editors St. Louis Medical and 
Surgical Journal.] 



Muriate of Ammonia in Myalgia. 

Editors St. Louis Medical and Surgical Journal : 

Myalgia is a trouble concerning the nature of which there 
seems to be considerable misapprehension not only among the 
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laity but among the medical fraternity. With the former 
it is called indifferently rheumatism and neuralgia, and a 
good many of the profession use these terms for it very fre- 
•quently, notwithstanding the disease is rarely, if ever, accom- 
panied by any increase of temperature, swelling, disorders 
of circulation or other inflammatory symptom. 

The cause, I think, is an overtaxed condition of a muscle 
or set of muscles, and the seat of the trouble is usually the 
•chest. Sometimes it is the anterior, sometimes the posterior 
muscles alone which are afflicted, and not infrequently both. 
When seated anteriorly it frequently gives rise to a good deal 
of anxiety on the part of patients who imagine that the heart 
is affected. I have had quite a number of such cases. 

Within the body of the profession there is a great diver- 
gence of opinion as to the cause of the muscular trouble, and 
consequently as to treatment. Some attribute it to malarial 
origin and give antiperiodics, or direct their medication to the 
liver ; others act upon the principle that it is a neurosis and 
give nervines. Rest alone will cure a portion of the cases. 
Stimulating liniments or plasters, or soothing ones, have 
sometimes been used with good results, but oftener with none 
at all. 

In this condition of the therapeutics of myalgia I think it 
may be of service to state that I have for a number of years 
used nothing but hydrocblorate of ammonia in these cases 
with almost uniform success. I give it in large doses — 20 to 
SO grains three or four times a day. The remedy should be 
kept up for some time after the pain has ceased. 
Harmon, Ills., June 7, 1888. Wm. Henry, M. D. 



Dr. A. B. Lyons, who for some time past has been editor of 
the Phamnaceuticcd Era of Detroit, Mich., has accepted a call 
to the chair of chemistry in a college in the Sandwich Islands, 
a position which carries with it that of government chemist. 
Dr. Lyons is thoroughly qualified to fill both positions and 
we are satisfied that he will do so to the entire satisfaction of 
the authorities and the benefit of the school into which he is 
going. The Era has become a first-class scientific journal 
under his management and will sustain a severe loss in his 
departure. We wish him all success in his new field of labor. 
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THE CITY'S HOSPITALS, AND THEIR CONDITION. 

The grand jury system has been called a '^ relic of bar- 
barism," '*a survival of the Inquisition, '^ ''the coward's 
andblack-mailer's best friend," and many other hard names, 
by modern reformers who see in it only a secret inquisition 
into every man's affairs without giving him a chance to be 
heard. However much it may be in opposition to the spirit 
of our institutions in some respects, and however little good it 
may do, under ordinary circumstances, that could not be done 
as well by investigations conducted more in accordance with 
our institutions, there is an occasional grand-jury report the 
value and weight of which largely make up for the short- 
oomings of the system. 

Such an one was the report of the May grand jury of the 
Criminal Court, as rendered on June 14, to Judge Normile, 
exposing the condition of our public, so-called eleemosynary 
institutions. 

We are not going to copy or repeat it here ; but if one-half 
of what is said concerning the condition of the City Hospital, 
the Insane Asylum, the Female Hospital and the Poor House 
be true, and the facts are as stated, the thanks of the whole 
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coxnmunity are due to the men composing that grand jury for 
putting before us in its true light the result of the niggardli- 
ness and brutal inhumanity of the men who are responsible 
for the state of things depicted in the report. 

No blame is laid to the medical men who are at the head of 
these institutions. On the contrary, it is either explicitly 
stated or otherwise inferable that Dr. Dalton in the City 
Hospital, Dr. Atwood at the Insane Asylum, Dr. Dorsett at 
the Female Hospital and the medical men in charge of their 
various departments of the Poor House, Work House, House 
of Refuge, etc., have done their full duty, and more, in making 
the best of the miserable accommodations at their disposal. 

They are required to receive into the miserable, old, de- 
caying, vermin-haunted, illy-ventilated and illy-constructed, 
buildings over which they preside, double and treble the num- 
bers of unfortunates for which they have accommodation. 
With their utmost watchfulness and care these men cannot,, 
under the circumstances, do any more for the health and well- 
being of the inmates entrusted to them, and the consequence 
is the picture portrayed in the grand jury report referred to. 

It is a disgrace to our civilization, and if the men who have 
charge of our city's finances and economy cannot rise to the 
occasion and inaugurate a thorough and radical reform of the 
existing evil, it is high time that we had p. new municipal deal 
and the right sort of men were put into their places. 

Let us hear no more about new city-halls, new parks anc^ 
boulevards, and things of that sort, until we have a new 
city hospital, additions to and reconstructions of the Female 
Hospital, Poor House, etc. It is the duty of every physician,, 
as a citizen, to insist upon this and to lend his voice and his 
whole influence to the securing of such legislation as may be 
necessary to effect the reforms. We beg every reader of the 
Journal who has not already done so, to peruse the grand 
jury report carefully, and act in accordance with our sugges- 
tions. 

THE BULLETIN RACKET. 

The long suflfering of Garfield, the protracted agony of 
Grant, and the shorter, though no less lamentable, case of 
Conklin, are notable instances of how medical men, placed 
in responsible positions toward distinguished sufferers, make 
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i;he dying agonies of their patients serve as advertisement, of 
rthemselves. They seem to be actuated by one thought, — ^that 

Deaths of great men all remind us 
We must ** make onr jacks " in time ; 

And that fame and wealth will find us 
If we only " work it " fine. 

To them the " bulletin racket " is the " it " by the work- 
ing of which early and late, assiduously and constantly, fame 
.^md wealth is sure to ensue. 

The latest, most palpable, tiresome and disgusting of 
-these exhibitions has been furnished by the recent illness of 
-General Phik Sheridan. For weeks every journal has had 
from a half column to a column of bulletins of his condition, 
•each signed in the most conspicuous manner with the names 
of four men who have been attending upon the distinguished 
'Soldier. All that has been said in any one issue of any journal, 
morning or evening, could have been put in three or four 
lines, summing up the condition of the patient at the hour of 
:going to press. This, while it would not have given the at- 
tending physicians the opportunity for spreading themselves, 
would have been far more satisfactory to the public, who were 
iinterested in the condition of the patient, but who were 
utterly unable to make anything out of the contradictory 
bulletins issued several times a day, and the most conspicuous 
features of which were the names attached to each bulletin 
in capital letters, and each occupying a line to itself. 

We venture to say that were any such "bulletins" sent 
irom a western or southern city, the entire medical press of 
the East would be howling about the "flagrant breach of 
medical ethics " thus perpetrated by unknown western or 
southern practitioners. At any rate the thing has gone far 
•enough and for decency's sake let us have no more of it. 

LEPROSY IN ST. LOUIS. 

As will be seen in. our local columns a case of ansesthetic 
lleprosy was reported to the St. Louis Medical Society at its 
meeting held on June 9th last. Besides this one there is 
another case of this disease at present sojourning at Quaran- 
rtine, and another one died here about a year ago. The fact 
<that three cases have been observed in this city, during the 
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past year, is one which is not entirely devoid of significance^ 
It is now fast becoming a question of some importance as to^ 
whether we are destined to have many more individuals af- 
flicted with this dreaded disease, the very name of which 
inspires the majority with a nameless terror. 

That a leprous individual, in a community, can dissemi- 
nate the disease is a fact which is but too well confirmed by 
history ; and that the only effective means of. stamping out 
this trouble is by isolation, is also a matter that has been 
thoroughly established by past experience. The question 
that presents itself to us, is one which requires immediate 
attention and prompt action. It may be necessary to estab- 
lish a lazaretto ; for, where several cases have been found ac- 
cidentally, there is much reason to fear that a systematic search^ 
would bring to light a number of others. 

The entire question of leprosy in the United States is one 
which is engaging a great deal of attention at present and i& 
one of the most vital importance to all within the boundaries 
of our country. No measure can be too prompt or to radical 
that will extirpate such a malady, and at the present day 
methods have been perfected to such a degree that the most 
efficient means to employ are not incompatible with the exer- 
cise of the most elevated humanity. 

We are sure that our health authorities will be only too 
glad to do all that it is possible to do in such a case. The 
city would suffer the greatest detriment were it to become a 
refuge at large for lepers, whereas a well conducted lazaretto 
would create a feeling of security in the citizens and a mean^- 
of protecting the community at large from any furth^^r in- 
roads of the malady. 



The Southern Illinois Medical Association held its^ 
regular annual meeting at Mount Vernon, Ills., on June 21st 
and 22nd, last. A number of interesting papers were read.. 
The following officers were elected to serve for the ensuing 
year: 

President, Dr. Agnew; Vice-Presidents^ Drs. Dodds and 
Earl Green, the Secretary and Treasurer remaining the same.. 
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Department of Znicroscopy. 

CONDUCTED BY 

Frank L. James, Ph. D., M. D., of St. Louis. 

The American Society of Microscopists. — We learn by 
letters from Columbus and elsewhere that preparations for 
the next meeting of the society are in an advanced state and 
that Columbus is determined to make our decennial meeting 
an event memorable in the history of the society. Great 
interest is displayed in the meeting, and a larger number 
than ever before of applicants for membership will be pre- 
sented. The great feature of the meeting will be the daily 
working sessions. Almost every member possessing any spe- 
cial technical skill has promised assistance, and the result 
cannot but be of great benefit to all. We hope every reader 
of this department, who can do so, will take part. 

Replies by Post. — Almost every day the editor receives a 
letter, and sometimes two or three of them, asking for infor- 
mation or instruction on some point or points in microscopi- 
cal technique, and requesting answers by mail. Until re- 
cently he answered these letters as best he could, but lately 
they have made such inroads upon his time that he has been 
compelled to discontinue the habit. We shall be very glad 
however, to give all queries directed to this department, 
answers in the Journal — that is,of course, where such answers 
would be of general interest and information. Many of these 
queries are of a purely personal interest and where sent by 
strangers should be accompanied by a fee as in any other 
consultation. 

Instantaneous Photomicrography. — We made mention 
a short time since that a method of instantaneous photomi- 
crography with high powers had been devised by Thomaso 
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Grudeli. It now appears from a note in the Boletino della 
Academia Reale de Torino that not Gradeli, but Stefano 
Capronico is the inventor of the method, in whose name Gru- 
deli made the report to the Academy. It is claimed by the 
author that good results are obtained, even when using very 
high immersion objectives, in one two-hundredth part of a 
second. More than this, by using a special arrangement simi- 
lar to that originally devised by Muybridge and Marey, and 
applied by them to ordinary photography, any number of 
successive photomicrographs of moving microscopic objects 
may be taken, thus securing accurate delineations of the in- 
conceivably rapidly moving flagella, for instance of the infu- 
soria, and similar organs and parts of the minutest of crea- 
tures. By using a modliication of composite photography 
the author has succeeded in getting similar composite photo- 
micrographs of great perfection and beauty. 

Differential Staining of the Tissues of Living Ani- 
mals. — From a paper by Alexander Pilliet, communicated to 
Progrha Midical for May 5, we learn that he has found that by 
a simple subcutaneous or intra-peritoneal injection of methyl 
blue, in rats, guinea pigs and other small animals, the entire 
kidney and some other organs are stained a diffused blue. 
By mingling the same material (methyl-blue) with the food 
of rats and guinea pigs, only the glomerules of the kidney 
were stained. If, instead of blue, fiichsine be used, the en- 
tire kidney becomes stained a vinous red, which under sec- 
tion, however, shows the glomerules and epithelial nuclei 
to have taken a much deeper color than the balance of the 
structures. So marked was this in the experiments of the 
author, that in perfectly fresh sections these were very 
sharply and neatly differentiated. A very remarkable fact 
was brought out in the course ofPilliet's experiments — viz., 
that when methyl blue is introduced intraperitoneally into 
guinea pigs the glomerule is stained a rose carmine. When 
frogs were placed in an aqueous solution of methyl blue, so 
weak that they could live in it several days, it was found 
that while the balance of the tissues were stained a 
a diffused blue the glomerules showed a color varying from 
rose-carmine, or rose-red, to ochre-yellow, the nuclei being 
more strongly tinted than the balance of the cell. In rats in 
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which the blue had been intra-peritoneally introduced the 
blue was changed to red only on the surface of the glomerule. 
From these experiments it follows that in certain cases the 
glomerule possesses a peculiar oxidizing property in a high 
degree, since methyl blue is a substance relatively refractory 
to oxidation. The significance of this discovery is that, in 
the kidney, the capillary circulation of the glomerules con- 
tains a large quantity of oxygenated blood, a fact which dem- 
onstrates the organ to be a true reducing apparatus and not 
simply a filter. We know from comparative anatomy that in 
the reptilia the dark blood returning from the tail is collected 
by a voluminous vein and carried to the glomerulse, from 
which it departs via the renal vein, not as black but as red 
blood. The kidney in this case becomes a true reducing ap- 
paratus, partaking in this respect in the functions of the lung. 
The experiments of Bhrlich in this direction, made some 
three years ago demonstrated these facts in a beautifully exact 
manner. By introducing intravenously into the system two 
substances the combination of which gave rise to a colored 
product findo-phenol), and which combination could take 
place only where oxygen existed in exceedingly feeble quan* 
tity, he arrived at a very exact knowledge of the degree 
of oxidation existing in any organ or part. In a similar 
manner, conversely, by using substances easily reducible 
(alizarine blue, for instance), a scale of oxygenation may be 
arrived at. He thus demonstrated the scale of reductive 
power of the lungs, the cortical substance of the kidney, the 
mucous membrane of the stomach, etc. Later he established 
the same functions in the muscles, the liver, glands, etc. We 
shall take pleasure in recurring to M. Pilliet's paper again at 
an early day. 

Limits of Microscopical Vision. — The following para- 
graph, which has been going the rounds of the secular and 
religious press for two years or more, is copied, this time, 
from the microscopical department of our esteemed cotem- 
porary the Pacific Record of Medicine and Surgery. 

^^ One of the most wonderful things that has been discov- 
ered of late is the new glass which has just been made in 
Sweden. Our common glass contains only six substances 
while the Swedish glass consists of fourteen, the most import- 
ant elements being phosphorous and boron, which are not 
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found in any other glass. The revolution which this new 
refractor is destined to make is almost inconceivable, if it is 
true, as is positively alleged, that, while the highest power of 
an old-fashioned microscope lens reveals only the four-hun- 
dred-thousandth part of an inch, this new glass will enable 
us to distinguish one two-hundred-and-four-millions-seven- 
hundred-thousandth part of an ii\ch." 

That this is sheer, unadulterated nonsense goes without 
saying, and to the utter and almost inconceivable ignorance 
displayed in it is due the fact that it was not contradicted long 
ago. No person knowing anything of microscopy, and who 
stopped to reflect a single moment, would fail to see the 
absurdity of the statement. The history of the paragraph, 
however, is a curious illustration of the value of the ^' popular 
science teaching " of to-day. It had its origin in the columns 
of an afternoon paper of this city, in which it appeared as part 
of an interview with one of our local microscopists. It repre- 
sented his conception of the possibilities of the Abb^-Zeiss 
optical glass, the ^^apochromatic," a description of which 
had appeared a few days previously in the St. Louis Medi- 
cal AND Surgical Journal, in the shape of a letter from Dr. 
Van Heurck, making report upon an objective and ocular of 
the new glass which had been submitted to him for examina- 
tion. This notice, by the way, was the first which appeared 
in the English language and led even our English contempor- 
aries by fully a month. 

Our attention was called to the statements made in the inter- 
view on the day on which it appeared, by Mr. E. H. Griffith, 
but their absurdity was so great and manifest that we did not 
deem it necessary to notice them. Besides, we were in hopes 
that the professor had been misquoted and would himself 
make the correction. The result is that the paragraph, con- 
taining about as much nonsense as could well be stuck into 
so many words, has gone the rounds not only of the American 
but the English secular press. 

The limit of visibility attained or attainable by micros- 
copes (oculars and objectives) of the best fnakers and in the 
hands of the most expert manipulators, is a moot question. 
Sir H. Boscoe, in an address before the British Association 
(Manchester meeting, 1887) placed it at 0.00001 inch, while 
Dr. Boyston Pigott, in his Microscopical Advances, now run- 
ning in the English Mechanic^ claims to have seen the 0.000001 
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inch. So far as we are able to judge from our own experiences 
and from those of others with which we are acquainted, we 
'believe the first estimate (one one-hundred-thousandth part 
•of an inch) is as much too low as the latter (one-millionth 
inch) is too high, and that with the best lenses in the hands 
of the most expert manipulators, lines four, or even five hun- 
dred thousand to the inch may possibly be resolved. An 
Amphipleura pellucida, recently photographed by Dr. Det- 
mers of Columbus, O., with a one-tenth homogeneous immer- 
sion of Spencer, shows 90,000 lines to the inch, and on the 
photographic print of this remarkable production which we 
have, the lines seem separated at least 0.04 inch, which is 
about the distance which seems to separate the lines upon a 
frustule mounted in Prof. Hamilton Smith's high index me- 
dium when examined under a one-tenth homogeneous immer- 
sion of Gundlach in our possession, with a half-inch eye piece, 
and normal tube length. Objectives of j^ and even ^^ inch 
have been made, but very little benefit to science has resulted 
from them, and the highest amplification that we remember 
to have seen noted as having been used in any continuous 
iSeries of scientific observations, was 10,000, which if we 
remember arightly was used by Dr. Dallinger in his wonder- 
ful studies of the Flagdlata. This might be obtained with 
a 7^ inch objective and a i inch eye-piece and normal tube 
length (speaking approximately of course), or by a ^ inch 
•objective and the solid i inch ocular, but any one who is used 
to working with high powers knows the difficulty of obtain- 
ing satisfactory results under such circumstances. With even 
this tremendous amplification the ^' one two hundred and for- 
ty-four millions seven hundred thousandth part of an inch " 
X1h-244.700.000 inch) spoken of in the quotation would still 
appear, if it could be seen, as the one twenty-four thousand 
four hundred and seventieth part of an inch. It would still 
require magnification by one thousand diameters to make it 
4kppear as large as the space between the lines of the Amphi' 
pleura pdlv^da photographed by Professor Detmers. 



The Chicago Medical Society has in contemplation a 
■new departure which consists of dividing itself up into dif- 
ferent sections^ each one to meet on a different evening, as 
lias been done by the New York Academy of Medicine. 
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Department of Dermatology anb <5emto«llrinarij. 

Diseases* 

CONDUCTED BY 

A. H. Ohmann-Dumbsnil, A. M., M. D., of St. Louis. 

Freckles. — In his late work on the " Hygiene of the Skin,"' 
Dr. A. Ravogli gives the following formula among others, for 
the removal of freckles : 

9 Zinci Salfo-carbolat ij parts ». 

Glycerini xx " 

Aquse Rosarum xxx '* 

Aquse Gologniensis v " 

M. Sig. Use externally. 

Antipyrin Urticaria. — Of late a number of cases of in- 
toxication due to antipyrin have been reported. Gastric dis- 
turbance is present in nearly all of them and urticaria. 
develops as a reflex symptom of the stomach trouble. In the- 
majority of cases itching is present, but some have been- 
observed in which the characteristic pruritus was absent. ^ 

Varicose Ulcers Cured by Salicylate of Bismuth. — 

Prof. Desplats, bf Lille, has employed this substance with* 

success and this leads him to suppose that these ulcers sixe- 

kept up by the presence and multiplication of micro-organ-^ 

isms. A case he cites is that of an enormous ulcer, dating 

back fifteen years and developed on a leg whose nutrition waEh 

profoundly altered. The patient was obese and yet a cure 

was effected in five days. The ulcer and the leg were washed 

in a 1-1000 bichloride solution the ulcer then being filled with 

an ointment of salicylate of bismuth and beyond its edges.. 

Over this cotton batting and a bandage. I have substantially 

used the same method with success, but did not obtain a cure^ 

in such a short time. 

32 
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Elephantiasis of the Nose. — Dr. Doubre reports a case 
of this kind in the Archives de Midecine et de Pharmacie 
Militaires, The patient was 70 years old and much incom* 
moded by the deformity. The method employed in the 
operative procedure was decortication, the organ being literally 
peeled. In that manner the entire mass was removed and 
was found to weigh 32 grammes (one ounce). An iodoform 
dressing was applied and a complete cure was established on 
the twenty-second day. There never was fever nor pain after 
the operation, nor was there any hemorrhage of any import- 
ance observed during the decortication. 

Lupus of the Face. — Eustace J. De Gruyther reporta 
excellent results in the treatment of a case of lupus of the 
face according to Knaggs' method (Provincial Medical Joumat)^ 
This consists in applying an emulsion of bismuth, vaselin, 
gum acacia, boric acid and water. The general base of this 
emulsion may be found by referring to the Journal for Oct.^ 
1887, page 247. The emulsion was painted over the affected 
portion three or four times daily ; and, in four weeks scabs- 
fell off leaving the skin ''sound, fairly smooth, but red." The- 
case is being kept under observation so as to note whether 
there will be any recurrence of the disease. 

Iodic Pemphigus. — H. Hallopeau, of the H6pital St. 
Louis, has made an interesting study of this subject and con- 
cludes : 1^ That bullous eruptions due to iodine may leave 
indelible scars in subjects who are predisposed to this and may 
be accompanied by proliferative changes in the connective 
and epithelial tissues appearing in the form of vegetatious- 
generally of a circular form and quite analogous to venereal 
condylomata (Annales de Dermatologie et de Syphiligraphie). 
2^ The conjunctiva and cornea may be involved and blindness 
result, in consequence. 3^ The consecutive scars, which ar& 
generally slightly depressed, whitish and round, may assume 
the form of bands or retract and produce a deformity similar 
to that following an old case of lupus. 4° The bullous 
eruptions are attended by fever and diarrhoea. 5^ This 
idiosyncrasy may come on a long time after the patient has 
been using the drug without any untoward effects. 6° Albu- 
minuria may hasten this condition. 7*^ When unusual symp- 
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toms occur in a syphilitic great care must be taken to inquire 
as to whether they are due to the disease or the drug, and this 
is to be done much more carefully where iodide of potassium 
is being taken, than in cases to whom mercury is being admin- 
istered. 8^ The pathogenetic action of iodides is seen in but 
few cases. 

Sweat Glands. — The sweat or coil glands haye attracted 
the attention of a number of histologists of late and a great 
many advances have been made in the study of these import- 
ant structures. Dr. A. R. Robinson has contributed some of 
his studies on the subject, in a paper read before the New 
York Academy of Medicine {Med. and Surg. Reporter). He 
states among other things that the sweat glands commence to 
form at the tenth week of foetal life instead of the fifth month 
as stated by KoUiker. At four and a half months the coil 
and lumen are partly formed, instead of at the sixth or 
seventh month, as stated by writers generally. He has found 
that some ducts communicated with the free surface at four and 
a half months instead of at the seventh month. The lumen is 
not formed by the breaking down of epithelia, but by a pro- 
cess of secretion, the product collecting between the cells. 
The author found no cuticula, or lining membrane, existing 
in the secreting part of the gland, and this structure was not 
<3omposed of endothelia ; and but one row of epithelium lines 
the excretory duct until the rete prolongation is reached. The 
muscular layer is not derived from epithelium, and it is 
situated between the membrana propria and the epithelium, 
forming a continuous layer. When fibres are isolated a few 
may be in the capsule. Not only fat, but also sweat is 
secreted by these glands, the proof of which has been fur- 
nished by the study of several pathological lesions. 

Balanitis. — This exceedingly common trouble is often 
«een in summer and seems to depend most frequently upon 
the irritation due to secretions retained by a long prepuce. 
By carefully cleansing the parts and drying them and after- 
wards applying campho-phenique a rapid recovery takes 
place. Future relapses may be prevented by simply cleans- 
ing the parts daily and this must be done thoroughly as any 
small portion of secretion which is retained will undergo 
decomposition and reproduce the disease. 
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Calomel Injections. — The fact that among our most 
valued methods of treatment of syphilis, the hypodermic in- 
jections of calomel take a foremost rank, has induced Dr. J. 
Kj. Wilson to make experiments (Medical News). On account 
of various reasons he prefers to order the doses, separately, 
in drachm vials, each containing 

Q Calomel bv vapor sr. 1}. 

Glycerin (pnre) m. xv. 

A number of these vials are ordered at once, and are pro' 
"tected from the light. At the time of using, a few minims of 
4:>oiled water are forcibly injected from the needle of the 
•syringe into the the bottle in order to displace the calomel 
that has settled. The bottle is shaken, the contents emptied 
into a conical porcelain capsule and rapidly taken up through 
i;he nozzle of the syringe and injected secundum ariem. 

Salicylate of Mercury in Syphilis.- The use of salicylate 
of mercury in syphilis, both internally and externally, has had 
a number of advocates of late. Dr. Silva Araujo, of Rio 
Janeiro, is the first one to have had any extended experience 
with this drug and he speaks very highly of it. Dr. Bruno 
Ohaves, a fellow townsman of his, also speaks of its use in glow- 
ing terms in the Annales de Dermatologie et de Syphiligraphie. 
Dr. Henry T. Large has made some experiments with this 
medicament and records his experience in the Atlanta Medical 
and Surgical Journal. Nearly all are agreed in saying that it 
is easily supported by the stomach, without any bad effects ; 
^md, that when administered externally it acts favorably and 
rapidly on mucous patches and syphilodermata in general. It 
-does not easily produce ptyalism and seems to be effective in 
-cases where the bichloride has no effect. The dose of the 
salicylate of mercury is from a twelfth of a grain up, as the 
-exigencies of the case, or the tolerance of the patient may 
indicate. 

Dogs in the Lying-in Room. — The New York Medical 
Journal reproduces a short account of an attack made upon a 
Boston physician by a bull-mastiff. It appears that the dog 
was quietly ensconced in a corner of a room and did not 
make any demonstration until the birth of the child. The 
-accoucheur saved the life of the infant at the cost of some very 
severe bites in the arm. The dog was strangled. 
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Department of Diseases of tlje Cge anb €ar. 

CONDUCTED BY 

A. D. Williams, M. D., St. Louis. 

Campho-Phenique in Aspergillus Again. — It will b» 
remembered that I recently published an account of several 
cases of aspergillus in the ear and offered campho-phenique- 
as a new and very prompt remedy in such cases. Recently 
I had occasion to use the remedy in another case. A young 
lady's ear suddenly began to itch and burn. Soon a feeling^ 
of fullness and heaviness developed in the ear. On the third 
or fourth day I saw her. The external meatus was full of 
the peculiar lard-like secretion of mushroom parasites. After 
cleaning the ear I found the skin and membrane greatly con- 
gested. Several points in the skin were inclined to bleed. I 
swabbed the ear freely with campho-phenique. Next day 
she called again and I was gratified to find the ear perfectly 
free from the characteristic white deposits. A single appli-< 
cation had completely killed the latter. 

Subluxation of Both Lenses by Separate Blows. — A 
few days since iny friend, Dr. PoUak, requested me to exam- 
ine a patient of his, who had a very unusual experience. 
Some two years since he received a blow on one eye, which 
caused a dislocation of the lens upwards to the extent of 
about one-third of its diameter. About twelve months later 
he received a slight blow on the other eye which dislocated 
its lens inwards about one-fourth of its diameter. Neither 
eye was otherwise damaged. Both lenses are now becoming- 
cataractous and the unlucky man will soon be blind. When* 
he is once practically blind one or both lenses may be re- 
moved with a view of restoring his vision. The remarkable- 
thing in the case is that both eyes should have been injured 
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in exactly the same manner by distinct blows. I have oftea 
«een cases where one lens has been dislocated by injury or 
spontaneously, but this is the first case I ever saw where both 
Senses had been displaced by separate injuries. 

The Significance of Double Vision. — So long as the eyes 
"move in harmony with each other we have single or natural 
Tision. But let these harmonious movements be disarranged 
1[>y excessive or deficient movement of either eye, double 
Tision. at once takes place. Diplopia, therefore, signifies 
iihat the eyes have ceased to harmonize perfectly in their 
movements. This results usually from ^defective action of 
-one or more of the ^^ motors " of the eyes, and consequently 
when we have double vision we must expect to find its cause 
in one or more of the recti muscles. The position of the 
images with respect to each other must determine which 
muscle is at fault. This is not always an easy task because of 
ihe complex nature of the associated movements of the eyes. 
It occasionally happens, though very rarely, that a person 
sees double with one eye. This can only occur from the defec- 
tive sphericity of the cornea, congenital or acquired. In 
muscular diplopia, of course, the treatment must be directed 
to the correction of muscular action, from whatever cause it 
>may arise. 

Why Albinos Do Not See Well.— The white flaxen 
'hair of albinos show that there is a deficiency of coloring 
material in their bodies. Further proof of this fact is found 
in the absence of the necessary amount of pigment in their 
•eyes. Such persons have '^ pink " eyes because there is not 
pigment enough in the iris and upon its posterior surface to 
prevent the red reflex of the fundus from shining through the 
iris. Such persons are always greatly annoyed by strong 
light, because there is not sufficient color to prevent the in- 
-gress of a flood of it. It enters not only through the pupil 
but through the substance of the iris as well. The choroid, 
being likewise deficient in pigment, the excessive amount of 
light dazzles and greatly confuses vision. Furthermore the* 
deficiency of pigment in the choroid prevents the light, after 
it has properly acted on the retina, from being absorbed, that 
heing the main function of the choroidal pigment. Albinism 
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is an unfortunate condition, as there is no way to supply the- 
deficient pigment to the iris and choroid. The annoyance 
is somewhat palliated by the use of properly colored glasses^ 
These supply the place of the natural pigment to a slight 
extent. 

Mastoid Disease—Conkling's Case. — I hope that in 
what I am about to say I shall not be considered as criticizing: 
the treatment of the lamented statesman who so recently was 
lost to an admiring nation. I desire simply to emphasize- 
what I have formerly said in these pages, in regard to the 
necessity for early operation in oases of mastoid disease. In< 
all cases of inflammation of the mastoid cells, whether acute 
or chronic, the bone should be perforated just so soon as the 
diagnosis can be made reasonably certain, and in doubtfal' 
cases, where the symptoms are grave the patient should have- 
the benefit of the doubt. In the report of Mr. Conkling's case 
we are told that when the perforation was made '^a larger 
amount of pus escaped. " This shows that the mastoid dis- 
ease had been progressing quite a while, and emphasizes the 
point I wish to make, viz : that had the operation been per- 
formed two weeks or even ten days earlier, there is every 
probability that this valuable life would have been spared to- 
his country. Very recently in consultations with Dr. J. T. 
Larew of this city, I assisted him in perforating the mastoid 
process in the case of a young man who had suffered the most 
intensely agonizing and persisent pain in and around the ear for 
weeks and which would not yield to any form of treatment. 
Finally brain symptoms set in and settled the propriety of an 
operation. We found no pus, but the procedure relieved the 
patient and he soon got well. I cannot too strongly urge the- 
propriety, indeed, the necessity, of operative interference in. 
all such cases. 

Lead Deposits on Cornea — Treatment. — Formerly 
lead deposits on the surface of the cornea were very frequent- 
ly met with because sugar-of-lead solutions were for many 
years about the only remedy that physicians applied to sore 
eyes. The result was that whenever an ulcer of the cornea 
developed, a deposit of lead took place. Latterly most physi- 
cians have learned that solutions of lead are dangerous and 
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they now rarely use them. Sugar of lead is a good and effi- 
cient astringent and perfectly harmless so long as there is no- 
break in the epithelium of the cornea. 

When lead is once deposited on the cornea it becomes a 
source of continuous irritation, so that an ulcer covered over 
with lead precipitate, can never heal perfectly. On the con- 
trary the ulcer remains an ''open sore," always irritable 
and often intensely painful, more especially at night. I re- 
cently saw a colored man who had a large corneal ulcer plas- 
tered over with lead deposit. He had not been able to sleep^ 
comfortably for many years. The eye was not much redden- 
ed, but intensely irritable. It will be understood that in 
such cases the lead deposit is the indirect cause of the suffer- 
ing. It prevents the re-formation of the epithelium and con- 
sequently the nerves are constantly exposed to the atmos- 
phere and the injury is painful for the same reason that a. 
fresh burn is painful. 

The treatment is simple and easy. The lead deposit 
must be scraped off completely so that the ulcer can heal and 
exclude the air from the nerve terminals. The scraping must 
be thorough, so as to remove every particle of lead. Formerly 
chloroform had to be given in these cases. Now cocaine i& 
all-sufficient to obviate pain. I do the scraping with an or- 
dinary knife, holding the edge vertically to the cornea and 
scraping back and forth till the white lead deposits are all 
removed. A solution of atropine should be used for a few 
days till the ulcer has healed over. The result is very grati-^ 
fying to the patient because it gives prompt relief from the 
suffering. 

Hysterical or Simulated Blindness. — While hysteria, 
may make a woman say and do almost anything, her vagaries 
in this condition do not often assume the shape of feigned 
blindness. I have, however, seen one such case. A young^ 
woman from Kentucky married an Ohio man and went with 
him to live in the central part of the latter state. She soon 
became homesick and wanted to go back to her native place. 
The husband of course did not consent at once to her en- 
treaties, or as soon as she wanted him to and she suddenly 
went blind — totally and absolutely so. She avowed that she 
could see nothing, not even the light. She had to be led 
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about everywhere and treated in every respect as one who had 
actually utterly lost the sense of vision and had not yet at- 
tained the '' second sight " or education of the other senses 
which so frequently takes the place of vision in a greater or 
less degree, with the truly blind who have been in this condi- 
tion for any length of time. The husband had, of course, the 
most upbounded sympathy for the woman in her *' affliction, " 
and after consultation with her friends arranged to carry her 
^* home to her mammy " for whom she had been so grievously 
pining. As they passed through Cincinnati the husband had 
her eyes critically examined, with the result that no cause 
whatever, could be found for the affliction. She was in per- 
fect health, and there was not the slightest functional or 
other visional disturbance discoverable with the most careful 
and painstaking scrutiny. Notwithstanding this she persisted 
in her declarations that she could not even discern the differ- 
ence between light and darkness. A gentle hint to the hus- 
band that she was shamming was hooted at, and the voyage 
Xentucky-ward continued. For months she remained at 
home in the same condition of apparent blindness, requiring 
to be led about and treated exactly as one totally bereft of 
vision. Finally, from certain things which occurred the 
truth of the hint given in Cincinnati began to dawn upon the 
spouse and relatives, and a little ruse was agreed upon. This 

was in brief to raise a sudden and terrible alarm of fire and 
to leave the blind woman to take care of herself in the ensu- 
ing commotion. The result was that the blind woman got 
out of the burning building ahead of anybody else, and did 
not knock over a single obstacle that had purposely though 
apparently carelessly been left in the way. Her *' blindness '' 
left her as suddenly as it had come on ; and didn't return 
either. 

[One of the editors knows an exactly parallel case — with 
the exception that the simulation was not so long continued. 
The patient was purposely neglected one day and received 
neither dinner nor supper. She waited until the family were 
asleep or supposed to be so, got up, lit a lamp and proceeded 
to the pantry. She got a knife, fork, plate etc., from the 
various places in which they were kept, cut off some cold 
meat and finally sat down to luncheon, and while she was 
busily engaged in getting away with the latter, she was sur- 
rounded by the members of the family who were on watch. 
The grand finale was a beautiful family fight in which hair 
pulling and hard names played an important part. F. L. J.] 
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JHcMcal progress* 

THERAPEUTICS. 

Cascara Sagrada in Rheumatism. — The name of the 
various remedies whose virtues, have been extolled in the 
treatment of rheumatism^ is legion. If we are to believe Dr. 
H. T. Goodwin (New York Medical Journal) Cascara Sagrada 
is almost a specific in certain forms of rheumatism. He 
states that by administering the fluid extract thrice daily, in 
doses varying from ten to forty drops, improvement of a 
marked character may be observed in a day or two. 

Pruritus Ani. — The list of remedies for this troublesome 
affection, is interminable and the methods of treatment are 
legion. Dr. Brinton is stated, by the College and Clinical 
Record, to have used the following : Internally, 20 grains of 
teucrium scordium three times a day^ one-half hour before 
meals. Locally, before retiring, bathe the parts well with 
water, then lime water, and quickly dry, and apply the fol- 
lowing : 

'^i Ting, bydrar^. nitrat 3j. 

Ung. petrolei 3 vj. 

M. Sig. : Apply locally. 

Iodoform in Haemoptysis. — G.Chauvin and G. Jorisenne 

give very flattering reports of this use of iodoform in hsemo- 

ptysis of tubercular origin (Progrhs MSdical), This drug has 

succeeded in their hands in cases in which ergotine, in the 

highest doses, had failed. Relapses are also very rare and it 

is not necessrry to employ elevated doses. The following 

were the formulse employed : 

!9; lodoformi gr. xv. 

Ext. Gentian q. 8. 

M. ft. pil. No. XX. Sig. : Three to five pills daily. 

'^i lodoformi ^r, xv. 

Tannin 3 ss. 

Ext. Glvcirrhizae q. s. 

M. ft. pil. No. XX. Sig. : Three to ^ve pills daily. 
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PHYSIOLOGICAL AND PATHOLOGICAL NOTES. 

Bntero.Colitis of Infants. — Dr. E. Bouchut, the well- 
known Paris authority on diseases of children, states that 
inflammation of the gastro-intestinal tract, in infants, is found 
most often in the colon. It is a rare thing to find the small 
intestines involved, and still more so the stomach. It is for 
this reason that he thinks entero-colitis is the right and 
proper term to employ to designate the affection. 

Enormous Sarcoma of Tongue. — A. Poncet presented 
before the Soci6t6 Nationale de M^decine of Lyons quite an 
unique specimen at a meeting held in May last. It consists 
of an interstitial sarcoma of the tongue removed from a man 
of 32, the tumor weighing 400 grammes or very nearly one 
pound Troy. The tumor occupied eight years in attaining its 
growth at the time of operation and was developed in the 
thickness of the tongue and in the submucous and intermuscu- 
lar connective tissue. 

Movements of the Pupil.' — M. Picqu^ has made a con- 
siderable study of this subject and at the May meeting of the 
French Opthalmological Society he announced some of his 
conclusions on the subject. He regards as absolutely demon- 
strated that dilatation is of a nervous nature. He has found, 
in a series of experiments, the maximum dilatation of the 
pupil will occur at a variable time after its inception, accord- 
ing to the degree of excitation. He regards this rather as a 
muscular phenomenon due to the existence of a dilating mus- 
cle, than as a cessation of the inhibitory action of the sphinc- 
ter with dilatation of that sphincter left to its own elasticity. 

Toxicity of Loco Weed. — In a communication to Daniels 
Texas Medical Journal and in the report of the proceedings of 
the Texas Pharmaceutical Association at their late meeting at 
Austin, we note that Mr. James Kennedy, a pharmacist, of 
San Antonio, has been conducting a series of experiments on 
the toxicity of Astragalus mollis simus, the '*loco" weed of 
Texas, Old and New Mexico, Colorado and Arizona. The work 
of Mr. Kennedy is given in detail and from his experiments 
he concludes that the plant is entirely harmless to man and 
beast. The observations upon which Mr. Kennedy bases 



1888.] Medical Progrsss. 43 

this assertion, which is diametrically opposed to the experi- 
ence of hundreds of thousands of the keenest of observers — 
the Indians, ranch men, hunters, priests, physicians and 
naturalists of that great region where the weed is indigenous, 
consist of the administration of the dried and powdered weed 
and of infusions and decoctions to a dog I The author of the 
paper on the subject naively remarks that he did not try the 
weed upon cattle or horses^— the only animals which it is 
claimed to injure, '' because they were not available subjects." 
It is scarcely necessary to point out the utter worthlessness 
of any such experiments, and the fallacy of conclusions 
drawn therefrom. A substance which may be entirely harm- 
less to a carnivorous or omnivorous animal like the dog, may 
be a deadly poison to & purely herbivorous or graminivorous 
one, like the ox or horse. We might go further and point out 
that certain poisons (like that of the tse*tse fly of Central 
Africa) may be innocuous to wild herbivora and certain 
death to domesticated animals, not merely of the same genus, 
but of the same species. 

OBSTETBICS AND DISEASES OF WOMEN AND CHILDREN. 

Permanganate of Potassium in Amenorrhcca. — Dr. P. 
W. McDonald records a number of cases of amenorrhoea, asso- 
ciated with mental disease, which he treated successfully by 
the administration of permanganate of potassium (JPraetitioner). 
His method is to prescribe one grain of permanganate of 
potassium in pill form, thrice daily. He is inclined to look 
upon this agent as a blood and nerve tonic, although 
Ringer and Murrell deny this. One important point to bear 
in mind is this : The pills should be continued for at least 
three months after the catamenia appear, and on no consider- 
ation should the patient cease to take them between the 
periods. 

Sextuplets. — Not very long ago an event occurred at Cas- 
tagnola, in the Canton of Tessin, Switzerland, which is with* 
out parallel in authentic history. Madame Rezzonico, wife of 
the Syndic of the above place, gave birth to six children, four 
boys and two girls. The entire half-dozen were born living, 
but died in a very short time. The mother is 38 years of 
age and has had several multiple births, the children being 
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still living. The authenticity of the above occurrence is 
vouched for by a number of physicians from Milan, Como 
and other adjacent towns who visited the woman in order to 
obtain the most exact information concerning this unique 
obstetrical event. 

Spontaneous Rupture of Umbilical Cord.— Cases of 
this kind are exceedingly rare and are of the highest import- 
ance in a medico-legal point of view. Dr. Budin reported a 
case in 1887, having been preceded by Koch in 1886. Dr. C. 
Maygrier, accoucheur of the Piti6, records two new cases oc- 
curring in his practice (ProgrlB Midical), In the first the 
rupture occurred at the placental insertion and in the other 
about ten centimetres from the placenta. In both cases the 
labor was normal but the children were large and heavy. 
Experiments seem to demonstrate that the living cord offers 
less resistance than the empty cord of a dead child ; and, 
that in certain cases, its fragility may be extremely great. 

Infant Feeding. — Dr. Samuel C. Busey, in his contribu- 
tion on the Physiological and Clinical Phenomena of Natural 
Labor, in a System of Obstetrics published by the Lea's, says : 
The first and most important lesson in the art of feeding the 
newly born is to teach the parents that they can learn all that 
is absolutely necessary to know ; and the second is to dis- 
abuse their minds of the errors which ignorance, superstition, 
and bad example have inculcated. Every mother knows that 
milk is the natural aliment of babies, and that hand-feeding 
is always attended with more or less danger. She knows 
equally well that the milk of an animal is the only substitute 
for breast milk, but she is generally ignorant of the methods 
of preserving and preparing it. 

Anthrax During Pregnancy with Fatal Infection of 
Foetus. — In Virchow's Annalen there is a description of a 
case wherein a woman at term with her second child suddenly 
succumbed in collapse shortly after delivery. The latter was 
normal in every respect. The autopsy showed an oedema- 
tous infiltration of the mesentery and retroperitoneal tissue, 
sanguinolent pus in all the great lymphatic trunks and thor- 
acic duct, a chyliform effusion in the peritoneum and a 
hemorrhagic infiltration of the mesenteric glands. The mi- 
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croscope revealed a considerable quantity of bacilli anthada in 
the lymph and chyle, but not so many in the blood. During 
life the woman had been employed in sorting horse hair, mat- 
ter peculiarly exposed to charbon, and it is supposed that she 
thus became infected, though she had done no work of the 
sort during the last three months of pregnancy. On the 
fourth day the child died, the body being covered with bluish 
spots. The microscope showed the blood, especially that 
obtained from the right lung to be infected with bacilli of 
anthrax. The author thinks that the invasion was through 
the blood and that it occurred at the moment of detachment 
of the placenta, when some of the microbes from the inter- 
villous vessels penetrated the circulation of the foetus. 



SURGERY. 

Immediate Wiring of Fractured Patella. — Dr. Frank 
W. Rockwell has investigated the question as to whether the 
immediate treatment of recent fracture of the patella by 
wiring is a justifiable operation or not (Brooklyn Medical 
Journal). From a critical examination of reported cases the 
author claims that immediate suture of a fractured patella, is 
not only a justifiable, but an eminently proper and desirable 
operation. First, in all cases of compound fracture, and, 
second, in all cases of fracture due to direct violence or mus- 
cular causes, where the general condition of the patient is 
such as to admit of any serious operative interference. 

Sarcoma of Tongue. — A case of this disease is reported 
by Dr. Geo. D. Bleything in the N, Y. MedicalJournal. The 
patient, aged 17, had the right border of the tongue involved 
by the growth which a microscopic examination showed to be 
a round-celled sarcoma. On June 29, 1882, the right side of 
the tongue was removed one and a quarter inches from the 
tip. At the present time, nearly six years after the operation, 
there has been no return. Examination of the removed por- 
tion showed ''areas of grouped cells throughout, showing new 
areas of infection, and gorged vessels illustrating the method 
of the spreading of sarcoma, which is not necessarily by con- 
tinuous infection." 
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Rare Dislocation of Shoulder. — Prof. Leon Le Fort not 
long since presented, at his Surgical Clinic, at the H6pital 
Necker, a patient suffering from a comparatively rare luxation 
(£a France M^dieale). The patient, a man of 58, had never 
suffered from any traumatism nor had he ever had rheuma- 
tism. In going down stairs he fell on his left shoulder and 
presented an abnormal deformity of the shoulder. Posteriorly 
it was more voluminous, an elevation existing back of the pos- 
terior angle of the acromion. In front, the top of the coracoid 
apophysis was . distinctly outlined, this not being the case on 
the sound side. The post-acromial elevation was the head of 
the humerus, the dislocation being sub- or rather retro- 
acromial. 

Rectal Insufflation of Hydrogen Gas. — As our readers 
know. Dr. N. Senn demonstrated at the Cincinnati meeting of 
^ the American Medical Association a method of determining the 
existence and number of intestinal perforations in gun-shot 
wounds of the abdomen. It consists essentially in injecting 
hydrogen gas per rectum and if perforation exists the gas es- 
capes into the abdominal cavity, distends it and escapes by 
way of the abdominal wound, where it may be tapped and its 
presence demonstrated by lighting it. His experiments have 
been confined to dogs, but his assistant. Dr. Wm. Mackie 
has employed it in one case with success, so far as it was used 
for diagnostic purposes. The patient had twO perforations of 
the stomach and two at the juncture of the duodenum and 
jejunum. Laparotomy was performed and the patient died of 
septic peritonitis thirty-six hours after the receipt of the in- 
jury. While not desiring to be hypercritical, the method 
seems to be one rather limited in its applications, and, from 
a medico-legal standpoint, the absence of intestinal perfora- 
tion does not seem to be a good excuse for the non-operation of 

laparotomy. For, in wounds of the pancreas, liver, mesentery, 
etc., not involving the intestines, it is often imperative to oper- 
ate. A method of determining hcemorrhage into the abdomi- 
nal cavity would be by admitting, through the external wound, 
an aseptic flexible soft tube and aspirating in order to deter- 
mine the comparative amount of extravasation. By doing this 
at short intervals of time the comparative activity of the 
haemorrhage might be determined with comparative safety to 
the patient, although even this method would find but a 
limited application in actual practice. 
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Book Hemems. 

A Practical Treatise on Diseases of the Skin, for the Use 
of Students and Practitioners. Second edition, thoroughly 
revised and enlarged. By James Nevins Hyde, A. M., 
M. D., 8vo. pp. 676. [Philadelphia: Lea Brothers & Co. 
1888. St. Louis: S. M. Simpson & Co. Price, cloth, 
$4.50 ; leather, $5.50. 

There seems to have arisen a sudden activity of late in the 
publication of textbooks and atlases of skin diseases. A 
more general interest has been awakened in the profession at 
large concerning this class of diseases which were not many 
years ago an opprobrium medicinm. In this mass of publica- 
tions both good and bad have appeared, and it is with pleas- 
ure that we are enabled to speak of the treatise before us as 
one of the best if not the best text-book on the subject, of 
American authorship. 

Dr. Hyde calls this edition a revision of his book, but to 
our mind it is an entirelv new work. The vast amount of new 
material added, of new and improved methods which are 
described and improved modifications in treatment, not to 
speak of the advances made in pathology which are incor- 
porated in this treatise make it a veritable storehouse of riches 
garnered by one whose rare good judgment and taste are 
never at fault. 

A marked improvement has been the adoption of the 
classificati<m of the American Dermatological Association. 
While it is not perfect by any means, it is a very judicious 
thing for dermatologists to use as much uniformity in class- 
ification as possible as a great deal of confusion is thereby 
avoided and it is to be hoped that a committee will be ap- 
pointed at their International Congress, to be held in Paris 
in 1889, to take up this matter and announce a provisional 
classification to be adopted all over the world. 

The author distinguishes carefully between the coil glands 
and the sweat pores and their functions. Although not novel 
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by any means, writers will still continue to call these sweat 
glands. 

As is well known Dr. Hyde is a warm adherent of the 
Vienna school. He is loath to admit of such a thing as 
diathetic influence in the production of skin diseases. Thus 
he states (p. 63) that 'Uhe various physiological changes of 
the human body are never the causes of diseases of the skin, 
but at times furnish special opportunities for the operation of 
such causes" and on page 65, ''these diatheses, whether 
termed ' arthritic, ' * dartrous, ' * lithsemic, ' or ' herpetic, ' 
Cannot be demonstrated as efficient causes for the production 
of the diseases attributed to them." 

The author has not changed his opinion in reference to the 
internal administration of arsenic. As he very justly observes 
it is at best a remedy of uncertain efiect in the treatment of 
skin diseases. 

We have said enough on this text book ; if our readers will 
obtain a copy for themselves and give it a careful perusual 
they will not only enjoy it thoroughly but will profit much 
thereby. A number of new illustrations and two really hand- 
some and well-executed colored plates add value to this work. 

The publishers have placed the book in their usual style 
of typography which for neatness stands unexcelled. 0-D. 

The Surgical Diseasesi of the Genito-Urinary Organs 
Including Syphilis. By E. L. Keyes, A. M., M. D. A 
Revision of Van Buren and Keyes's Text-Book upon the 
same subjects. 8vo. pp. 704. [New York: D. Appleton & 
Co. 1888. St. Louis : J. L. Boland. Price, $5.00. 

Since the appearance of the first edition of this work, a 
number of notable changes have taken place in the domain of 
genito-urinary surgery. Litholapaxy has been bom, supra- 
pubic cystotamy has sprung into new life and the practical 
applications of asepticism and antiseptics have modified the 
operative interferences, involving the genito-urinary tract, to a 
considerable degree. 

The revision of Dr. Keyes is more than the mere word 
signifies. He has recast the entire work, bringing it up to 
date. Much new matter has been added, the reports of cases 
having been left out, thus not materially increasing the num- 
ber of pages of this valuable treatise. 
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We cannot enter into a critical analysis of the book before 
us. In general terms, it may be stated that it is a safe and 
reliable guide concerning the topics which are discussed. The 
opinions which are expressed are the results of a large and 
varied experience based upon clinical data. The author re- 
gards the gonococcus as an unfailing diagnostic sign and fail- 
ing to find it in even intense purulent discharges he pro- 
nounces them non-virulent. He regards injections as the 
cause of stricture only when strong enough to bring blood 
freely, or be followed by several hours of severe urethral 
pain. Of course, he admits the occurrence of strictures 
where no injections are used. , A very useful portion of the 
book is that wherein he details with the utmost minuteness 
the procedure of catheterization and it is one which many 
would profit by, were they to follow the directions implicitly 
as laid down. After considering the diseases of the urethra, 
those of the prostate, bladder and kidneys are taken up. 
Diseases of the ureters are disposed of in one chapter, those 
of the scrotum, testicle, cord, and vas deferens and seminal 
vesicles terminating the first portion of this work. 

Chancroid and syphilis are disposed of in about two hun- 
dred pages. In regard to the treatment of syphilis, he insists 
upon a positive diagnosis before specific medication is in- 
augurated, and '^ to be positive on such an important point 
requires more evidence than is furnished by the simple phy- 
sical characters of the sore, be they ever so positive. " The 
duration of the virulence of syphilis is stated by the author 
as being believed to occupy three years, and the treatment 
(the ^^ tonic treatment") should last for that length of time. 

After considering syphilis of the various organs, the 
author terminates the book by some considerations on 
hereditary syphilis. 

The mechanical execution of this work reflects credit upon 
the publishers and we do not hesitate to predict a large and 
ready sale of this latest issue from their press. 0-D. 

The Hygiene of the Skin, or the Art of Preventing Skin 
Diseases. By A. Ravogli, M. D. 8vo. pp. 399. [Cin- 
cinnati : Central Medical Publishing Co. 1888. 

The author of this work has struck out in a new path and 
has succeeded in producing a book that is replete with inter- 
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eating and useful information. After devoting some space to 
the anatomy of the skin and its appendages he briefly con- 
siders the functions of the cutis. We then arrive at the more 
important features of the book. It would be a difficult matter 
to give an analysis of Dr. Ravogli's book in the limited space 
at our disposal. He takes into consideration a large number 
of skin diseases and not only inquires into the etiology and 
prevention of each one, but he also adds pathological data as 
well as treatment. He states among other things that con« 
genital anomalies in the distribution of pigment are due to 
neuritis, either peripheric or central, which arose during 
intra-uterine life (p. 65). This statement might be called 
into question, as a few cases seeming to corroborate this 
hynothesisare not sufficient to stamp it as a fact. 

In regard to co^p»erlSSnl^[j^3r^^ it only in nervous 

individuals aflfeji<^ wit n m solm@)^qn account of its stimu- 
lating effects tyni^ the ^erVouis sys^^. He does not make 
mention of the! fact f(|^\tij[^ii8A0 diseises it very frequently 
increases that \lisagreei^l)l4^;£Kmptomr-ypruritus. Perhaps he 
has not encountesMStUa in his^^^y^tions. We can testify 
to it, however, so fSl^a^ffiifilSKrt^na observed will justify 
US. One fault, and this is probably the greatest one, in the 
book is that the author did not have his English revised. 
We find cropping out here and there foreign idioms and forms 
of expression which mar the literary work to some extent. 
A number of typographical errors also mar, to a certain de- 
gree, the otherwise handsome appearance of the book. 

Taken all in all, Dr. Ravogli's book is written in a manner 
that is clear and highly interesting. It is full of valuable 
information and of much original matter. It is deserving of 
a place upon the shelves of every progressive physician's 
library and there is no reason why it should not meet with a 
large and ready sale. Although it may appear that, in some 
places, undue prominence is given to general conditions as 
etiological features in the production of skin disease, the good 
and sound advice for the prevention and treatment of cutane- 
ous maladies cannot fail to prove its worth upon fair trial. 
We heartily commend the bopk to our readers. 0-D. 
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Ophthalmic Surgery. By Robert Brudsnel Carter, F. R. 
C. S., and Wm. Adams Frost, F. R. G. S. 12ino. pp. 
554. lUastrated with a chromograph and 91 wood en- 
grayings. [Philadelphia: Lea Bros. & Co. Price $2.25. 

The authors in the preface to this hook say that they have 
'^ endeavored to place before the profession a concise account 
of the present state of ophthalmic surgery." Owing to the 
extent of the subject and the rapidly advancing improvements 
in ophthalmic surgery made possible by antisepsis and newly 
discovered local anaesthetics and, we may add, the constantly 
increasing number of surgeons who are devoting themselves 
entirely to the surgery of the eye, in the work in hand the 
authors have necessarily written more for the benefit of the 
general surgeon and practitioner than for the specialist. 
Each chapter is signed with the initials of its author, and 
wherever details are omitted full references are made to au- 
thorities on the special operation or matter in hand. The 
engravings, while not plentiful are good, and embrace a col- 
ored plate showing Holmgren's tests for color blindness, giv- 
ing the ^* confusion colors " immediately below the real oneH. 
A formulary of the anesthetics and medicaments used in 
ophthalmic surgery is given as an appendix, another appendix 
consisting of Snellen's Distance Types, Jeegers reading types 
and the Army Test dots. The index, while not copious seems 
to be correct, though the book itself cantains numerous typo- 
graphical errors scattered through its pages. 

The Rectum and the Anus : Their Diseases and Treat- 
ment. By Charles B. Ball, M. Ch., Univ. Dub., F. R. 
C. S. I. 12mo., pp. 410, with 54 illustrations and four 
colored plates. [Philadelphia: Lea Brothers <fe Go. 1888. 

This is one of the excellent, compact and handsome 
manuals issued by the Leas. The author has dealt with his 
subject in a manner at once terse and lucid. Numerous illus- 
trations, of good execution, are interspersed throughout the 
text, and the colored plates are fair, Plate IV being excellent. 
In regard to the propriety of operating on rectal fistula in the 
presence of pulmonary phthisis, the author recommends the 
operation only when the lung disease is slight and not ex- 
tending, and wheire the patient is not much run down. The 
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subjects of hsemorrhoids, malignant, and non-malignant 
stricture of the rectum are carefully and thoroughly discussed 
and the latest methods are mentioned. The various pallia- 
tive and radical operations are given, together with the 
various conditions indicating one or the other. On the whole, 
this little work is a valuable guide to those who are not en- 
gaged in the special practice of the diseases to which it is de- 
voted. The latter class desire more voluminous treatises. 
As an introductory to the special study of diseases of the 
rectum and anus no better guide could be recommended. 
In appearance and typography the book is unexceptional. 



Citcrarjg ZTotes. 

The Transactions of the Ninth International Congress 
are confidently expected to be completed towards the end of 
August. 

The Montreal Medical Journal will soon be its name. 
It has been heretofore known as the Canada Medical and 
Surgical Journal, 

The Century for July will have a timely article on '* Dis- 
ease Germs and how to Combat Them." It will be accompa- 
nied by a frontispiece portrait of Pasteur, who has made dis- 
infection and fermentation a longer study than hydrophobia, 
although it is with the latter that his name is more intimately 
associated in the public mind. 

The American Dermatologist has been issued as an- 
nounced last month. The initial number contains twelve 
pages. It is published in Indianapolis, the editor being Dr. 
Ralph St. J. Perry. This journal will be solely devoted to 
dermatology, syphilis and venereal disorders finding no space 
within its columns. The subscription price is only 50 cents a 
year and the editor promises to enlarge it from time to time. 

St. Nicholas for July is as bright, entertaining and beau- 
tifully illustrated as ever. The serial article "Two Little 
Rebels" should be read by every boy in the land — by those 
of the South to learn how their fathers and mothers lived 
during the doleful period of the war, and by those of the 
other portions of the country that they may learn that human 
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nature is the same everywhere. The elders should read it as 
a reminiscence of the days which tried men's souls. 

Harvard Medical School Publications. — We have re- 
ceived a handsomely bound octavo volume bearing this title. 
It is issued, says Dr. J. Collins Warren, of the Committee on 
Publication, to show the character of the original work done 
by the instructors of the school. It includes papers by Pro- 
fessors Bowditch, Hooper, J. G. Warren, Dwight, Bracket, 
J. W. Warren, Burnell, Rotch and Ernst. It may be had on 
application to Dr. J. Collins Warren, Harvard University. 
Price $1.75. 

A New Journal. — The Medical and Surgical Reporter is 
the name of a new candidate for the favor of reading physi- 
cians. It is published by Dr. Charles P. Wagar, Toledo, 
Ohio. The Reporter is to be issued monthly at $2.00 per an- 
num. The number before us contains 16 pp. octavo, which 
we suppose is to be its regular size. It strikes us that the 
name is likely to be rather misleading and that justice to the 
old and favorably known Medical and Surgical Reporter of 
Philadelphia, demands that the new comer should have a pre- 
fix or affix to its title. 

Essentials of Chemistry and Urinalysis. — This is a 
conveniently arranged text book which gives in a clear and 
concise manner the outlines of medical chemistry, organic 
and inorganic, and a tolerably full manual of the examina- 
tion of urine. It is from the pen of Dr. Samuel Woody, Pro- 
fessor of Chemistry, and Hygiene, and Clinical Lecturer on 
diseases of Children at the Kentucky School of Medicine. 
The present is the second edition of the work, the first having 
appeared only a year or so ago. The illustrations are well 
(hrawn, new and cleanly printed, and the index is most excel- 
lent. It is published by Jno. P. Morton & Co., Louisville^ 
Ky. Price $1.25. 

Bulletin of the Johns Hopkins Biological Laboratory » 
— Number 3 of volume IV of this valuable periodical is at 
hand. It contains the following articles: ''Some observa- 
tions on the laws of muscular stimulation and contraction," 
by Geo. T. Kemp, Ph. D., (with 3 plates) ; " Experiments on 
tetanus," by John P. Campbell, A. B., (with 3 plates) ; *' Con- 
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traction wave in striated muscle," (part II of the foregoing 
paper). These articles bear the imprint of close and careful 
observation and are of great value . This bulletin is published 
at irregular intervals, but aggregates one volume of 500 pages 
annually. The subscription price is |5.00, and it may be had 
on application to N. Murray, Johns Hopkins University, 
Baltimore. 

The American Meteorological Journal offers : For the 
best original essay on tornadoes or description of a tornado, 
$200 ; for the second best, $50 ; and among those worthy of 
special mention $50 will be divided. The essays must 
be sent to either of the editors, Professor Harrington, 
Astronomical Observatory, Ann Arbor, Michigan, or A. 
Lawrence Rotch, Blue Hill Meteorological Observatory, 
Readville, Mass., U. S. A., before the first day of July, 
1889. They must be signed by a nom de plume, and 
be accompanied by a sealed envelope addressed with same 
nom de plume and enclosing the real name and address of the 
author. Three independent and capable judges will be 
selected to award the prizes : and the papers receiving them 
will be the property of the Journal offering the prizes. A 
circular giving fuller details can be obtained by application to 
Professor Harrington. 

Books Received. — The following publications have been 
received by the editors and will be noticed more fully 
hereafter: Annual of the Universal Medical Sciences, A 
Yearly Report of the Progress of the General Sanitary 
Sciences throughout the World. Edited by Charles E. 
Sajous, M D., and seventy Associate Editors, assisted 
by over two hundred Corresponding Editors, CoUabo- 
rators, and Correspondents. Illustrated with Chromo- 
Lithographs, Engravings and Maps. Five volumes 8vo. 
[Philadelphia and London : P. A. Davis, Publisher 1888.— 
A System of Obstetrics by American Authors. Edited 
by Barron Cooke Hirst, M. D. Vol.1., 8vo. pp. 808. Phila. : 
Lea Brothers & Co. — A Practical Treatise in the Medical, 
Surgical and Hygienic Treatment of Catarrhal Diseases of the 
Nose, Throat and Ears ; including Anatomy, Physiology, 
Pathology, Etiology, and Symptomatology connected there- 
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with; with one hundred and forty-eight illustrationg ; and 
thirty-two lithographic plates, showing anatomical sections 
of the nasal and pharyngo-nasal cavities, and the cells and 
sinuses connected with them. By Thos. F. Bumbold, M. D. 
Second edition, rewritten and enlarged. Svo. pp. 1054. St. 
Louis : Medical Journal Publishing Go. 1888. 

Pamphlets Received.— We have reeceived the follow- 
ing since our last report : On Preventive Treatment in 
Primary Syphilis, by Edward Bennet Bronson, M. D. 
(Reprint from N. Y. Medical Journal, March 24, 1888). — 
On Exercise for Prevention and Cure of Deformities, 
by O. H. P. Leuf^ M. D. (Reprint from the Medical 
and Surgical Reporter , March 31, 1888).— The Physi- 
cian's Bedside Record, by Gideon C. Segur, M. D. 
(Manufactured and sold by The Plimpton Manufacturing 
Co., Hartford, Conn.). ~ Second annual report of the Society 
of Ethical Culture, from the Board of Trustees ; Catalogue of 
the Albany Medical College, 67th session ; Malignant Oedema 
and Fat Embolism, by L. Bremer, M. D., (reprint from 
American Journal of the Medical Sciences) ; Commission of 
Pharmacy, Official Circular from the Michigan Board of Phar- 
macy ; Transactions of the Massachusetts Medico-Legal So- 
ciety. Nouveau Proc^d^ pour gu^rir les R6tr6cissements de 1' 
Ur^thre rapidement et sans aucun Danger par J. A. Fort, 
Paris : Delahaye et Lecrosnier, 1888 ; Fortieth Annual 
Announcement of the Medical Department of the University 
of Georgetown, Washington, D. C, Session, 1888-'89. 

The Infectious Diseases is the title of a brochure of 141 
pages issued by Geo. S. Davis, of Detroit, in the Physician's 
Leisure Library. The copy before us is Volume I of Karl 
Liebermeister's work which has been translated by Dr. E. P. 
Hurd, who has also added several appendices. Miasmatic 
Diseases and Malaria are the first subjects taken into consid. 
eration, miasmatic contagious diseases being next spoken of 
in this volume. Under the latter we find that typhoid fever 
alone receives any attention. The second volume is devoted 
to small-pox, vaccinia, varicella, etc., including diphtheria. 
An interesting appendix is that relating to the treatment of 
typhoid fever in the American Hospitals (of the East). 
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In the original edition there is a long introductory chap- 
ter on the nature of infection, etc., which has been omitted 
from this hand book. This does not deteriorate from its value, 
however, and the book is more than worth the exceedingly 
low price at which it is oflTered— 25 cents for each part. 

The second part contains 126 pages and, besides a consid^ 
eration of the contagious diseases, there is an appendix de- 
voted to the therapeutics of diphtheria by different American 
authorities. This second part closes with an index of the 
whole work. 



A Statue of Dr. Rafael Lucio, has been erected in the city 
of Mexico. He was an eminent physician of that city. 

Dr. Frank P. Foster, Editor of the New York Medical 
Journal^ recently suffered from an attack of perityphlitis. At 
last accounts, we are glad to learn, he was on a fair way to 
recovery. 

The American Rhinological Association will hold its 
sixth annual meeting at Cincinnati, September 12, 13 and 
14, 1888. Dr. C. H. VonKlein, of Dayton, Ohio, is President 
and Dr. John North, of Keokuk, Iowa, Secretary and 
Treasurer. 

Three Lepers died in the Lazaretto at Tracadie, New 
Brunswick, Canada, last year and three new cases were ad- 
mitted. There are at present eight males and nine females* 
One male patient escaped to the United States and was recog- 
nized in Boston. 

The Value of American Medical Degrees in England 
is forming quite an amount of matter for discussion in several 
of our exchanges. Judging from the general tenor of the 
articles and communications we would be led to believe that> 
as a matter of fact, they have no value. 

Consumption of Sandal Wood. — We find in the Vir- 
ginia Medical Monthly that Bombay imports annually from 
700 to 800 tons of sandal wood from the Malabar coast, gen- 
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erally of very inferior quality, and about 12,000 pounds of the 
oil, which has already undergone more or less sophistication 
by tl^e native distillers. 

The Exposition of Hygiene, to be held at the Palais de 
1' Industrie in Paris, on July 20 next, promises to be a great 
success. 

An Industrial Congress of Hydrology and Climatology 
will be held in Paris in 1889. The admission fee to members 
is 12 francs. 

The Omaha Clinic is a twenty page monthly published 
in Omaha, Neb. The subscription price is $1.00 per annum j 
the editors being Drs. J. C Denise, James Carter, and J. E. 
Summers, Jr. 

The Faith Cure is beginning to make a record in the 
matter of producing victims. ''Christian Science" received 
a rather hard rap recently, when one of its exponents was 
sent to State's Prison for homicide. 

The Number of Establishments for the prophylaxis of 
rabies is now twenty-three. This list includes those at Ha- 
vana, Buenos Ayres and others. All those in charge studied 
the method in Paris, under Pasteur. 

The Indiana State Medical Society held a very success- 
ful meeting at Indianapolis, June 3 and following days. 
More than five hundred members were present. The total 
membership now numbers about thirteen hundred, 

A Case of Dislocation of the Spine is reported by Dr. 
W. D. Bidwell, in the Kansas City Medical Index. The pa- 
tient, aged 72, fell eight feet and died in about two days. The 
autopsy demonstrated a dislocationof the last lumbar vertebra 
from the sacrum. 

The National Association of Railway Surgeons met in 
the Palmer House, Chicago, on June 28 last. The meeting 
was called for the purpose of organizing the National body, 
which is now in a fair way of doing a vast amount of good 
work in the department of railroad surgery. 

No Post-Mortem Examination was made in the case 
of the late Frederick III. The Empress did not wish to have 
any, and the attending physicians supposed that nothing new 
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could be gained by an autopsy. This was the report, but it is 
stated upon good authority that Bergmann performed an 
autopsy. 

Fecundity is well exemplified in a case reported by M. 
Barbier, to the Soci6t6 des Sciences M^dicales of Lyons. He 
delivered a woman of triplets in twenty minutes, the children 
being at term and weighing altogether about fifteen 
pounds. This was her sixteenth purturition and she was but 
38 years of age. 

Medical Journals are beginning to produce articles and 
editorials devoted to a consideration of the case of the late 
Emperor Frederick III, of Germany. The latest accounts of 
the autopsy are so conflicting and the entire matter veiled 
with so much mystery that it is a very difficult matter to 
draw any conclusions that might be of benefit. The political 
aspects of the case have sadly dimmed its medical features. 

The American Association for the Cure of Inebriates 
held its regular semi-annual session in Brooklyn recently. 
Among the papers presented were one, by Dr. T. L. Wright, 
of Bellefontaine, Ohio, on 'Toints Touching the Medical 
Jurisprudence of Alocholic Inebriety,'* and one by Dr. C. C. 
Pite, of Knoxville, Tenn., on *'The Prohibition Question 
from a Medico-Legal Standpoint." 

Shifa, the Arabic medical journal published in Cairo, 
Egypt, has been suppressed by the government, an article 
offensive to the British government in Egypt having found its 
way in the columns of the journal. The article was an ac- 
count of a visit by Virchow to Dr. Grant-Bey in which cholera 
was discussed and the necessity of establishing a strict quar- 
antine on every arrival from India. 

Blue Gum Negroes. — Dr. A. A. Young writes to the 
Medical and Surgical Reporter of Philadelphia, that it seems 
to be a popular idea with some persons that the bites inflicted 
by negroes who have blue gums are peculiarly poisonous. It 
is also stated that no race, save the negroes, possesses blue 
gums. A case is cited in which the victim was bitten in the 
hand and died in ten days. In another case, also bitten on 
the hand, the patient nearly lost his life. 
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Chloroborate of sodium, a new Oerman antiseptic, turns 
out^ according to the Chemiker Zeitung, to be a simple mix- 
ture of borax, free boracic acid, and common salt. 

Toothache may be stopped instantly very frequently by 
an application of the following: Ricinated collodion (collo- 
dion with which castor oil has been mixed to make it flexi- 
ble), and crystallized carbolic acid, in equal parts, are put 
into the cavity, and a bit of cotton placed over the mass and 
left long enough to protect it from the saliva. 

Phosphine, which came in but a short time ago with a 
hurrah, and was going to supplant bromide of potassium, bel- 
ladonna, etc., as an analgesic, has turned out to be worthless. 
M. Dujardin Beaumetz reports (in the Archives de Pharmacie) 
that it is inferior as an analgesic to the bromides, and has 
many bad qualities besides. Its other name was dinitrate of 
chrysanilin. 

Doctors who wish to report their cases in the journals are 
compelled to be very careful in France. The Criminal Court 
of Besangon has recently fined an alienist $100, and compelled 
him to pay the family $400 damages for having described, 
under the title, '* An observation on rational lunacy " (folie 
raisonnante), a case in such a manner that the identity of the 
patient was discovered. 

Substitute for Oxalic Acid. — To avoid the numeroi^s 
accidents arising from the use of oxalic acid' and salts of sor- 
rel for domestic purposes, Hager proposes to supplant' them 
with a non-toxic mixture consisting of equal parts of alum 
and citric acid in fine powder. The mixture is not hygros- 
copic, and answers every domestic purpose for which the poi- 
sonous articles are used. 

The Law Courts of Berlin are wrestling with the question 
whether corns on the feet can be considered a malady, and 
consequently whether chiropodists who work on them, and 
druggists who make and sell corn cures, corn salves, etc., 
should come under the statutes regulating the practice of 
medicine. Small business for the Kcmigliche-Kaiserliche Ober- 
AppellationS'Kasaations und Ober Hof^Oerichta Rathe to squab- 
ble over. 
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Leprosy in Russia. — The subject of leprosy seems to be 
attracting universal attention at the present time. In vari- 
ous medical societies, in this country and abroad^ it is 
being agitated in all its phases. In Russia, chiefly in the 
Baltic Provinces, the latest advices are to the efiect that the 
disease is increasing. In the district of Dorpat, for instance, 
the proportion of lepers to the population is about one in one 
hundred. A hospital for lepers is to be opened at Riga. 

French English. — When a French editor tackles English 
or American names the results are sometimes frightful. A 
recent number of Progrhs MSdieal, in its account of the Cin- 
cinnati meeting of the American Medical Association quotes 
the following physicians as having presented papers, etc.: 
Dr. M. L6an (McLean), L. S. Marc Murtry (MacMurtry), Dr, 
Edward Andrews (Andrews), Dr. Piarose (Penrose?), Dr. 
Weeks (Weeks), Margy (Marcy), Campbell (Campbell); 
Milwaukee is Milwaukee, etc. 

The Massachusetts Medical Society elected the follow* 
ing officers at its one hundred and seventh anniversary held 
in Boston, June 12 and 13 : President, Dr. David W. Chee- 
ver, of Boston ; Vice-President, Dr. George Jewett, of Pitch- 
burg ; Treasurer, Dr. Frank W. Draper, of Boston ; Corres- 
ponding Secretary, Dr. Chas. W. Swan, of Boston; Record- 
ing Secretary, Dr. Francis W. Goss, of Roxbury ; Librarian, 
Dr. Edwin H. Brigham, of Boston ; Orator, Dr. Henry P^ 
Walcott, of Cambridge ; Anniversary Chairman, Dr. James 
R. Chadwick, of Boston. 

The Moberly District Medical Association held its reg- 
ular annual meeting in Moberly, Mo., on June 14, last. A 
number of good papers were read. The election of officers 
for the ensuing year resulted as follows : President, Dr. 
Norton of Monroe City ; vice-presidents, Monroe, Dr. Gore of 
Paris ; Randolph, Dr. Baskett of Moberly ; Chariton, Dr. 
Moorman of Salisbury ; Howard, Dr. Hawkins of Glasgow ;. 
treasurer, Dr. Rothwell ; secretary. Dr. Hickerson ; corres- 
ponding secretery, Dr. Johnson, all of Moberly. 

An International Congress of Medical Jurisprudence 
is proposed by the Medico-Legal Society of New York. The 
intention is to have it commence in New York City some time 
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in 1889, the sessions to last four days. The sub-committee 
which has the affair in charge, is composed as follows : Moritz 
BUinger, Esq., corresponding secretary of the Medico-Legal 
Society, chairman ; Clark Bell, Esq., Dr. Isaac Lewis Peet, 
Dr. Stephen Smith, Judge Noah Davis, E. W. Chamberlain, 
Esq. 

All students of forensic medicine or its kindred and allied 

9 

sciences are invited to attend and to contribute papers to be 
read. 

Proprietary Remedies. — A correspondent of Practice in 
writing upon this subject, complains of the fact that some of 
the proprietary medicines have more than the name and 
formula placed on the label ; that they also include a list 
of the diseases in which the medicine may be used. He 
states that if physicians know the formula they do not need 
the list. It is a very difficult matter, however, to be able to 
establish a strict line of demarcation in such instances, as 
frequently the merits of a proprietary remedy became so well 
known that it popularizes itself and the public procure it of 
their own accord although the remedy is not accompanied by 
a list of diseases in which it is useful. 

We learn from Dr. D. B. St. John Roosa that at the last 
meeting of the Board of Trustees of the New York Post- 
Oraduate Medical School and Hospital, the following appoint- 
ments were made in the Faculty : Abraham Jacobi, Professor 
of Diseases of Children; Robert P. Weir, Professor of Clini- 
cal Surgery ; Peter A. Callan, Professor of Diseases of the 
Eye ; L. Bolton Bangs, Professor of Diseases of the Genito- 
urinary Organs and of Venereal Diseases ; Joseph E. Winters, 
Professor of Diseases of Children; 0. B. Douglas, Professor of 
Diseases of the Nose and Throat. Dr. Wm. A. Hammond 
being about to remove from New York to Washington has 
resigned his position as Professor of Mental and Nervous 
Diseases. Dr. Hammond was one of the founders of this 
Institution. 

If the Caps Fits, Wear It ! — While the eastern publica- 
tions which we recently stigmatized as journalistic parasites 

I have up to the present maintained a discreet silence, the Kan- 

sas City Medical Record, with a readiness which does honor 

I to the esprit de corps, proverbial among a certain class. 
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rushes to their defence in a manner which shows but too 
plainly that our shaft struck home. We had hitherto fondly 
imagined that the publications thus stigmatized by us were 
confined to New York and Philadelphia — that they were in 
fact to be regarded as the product and evidence of that intel- 
lectual superiority arrogated to itself by the ^^East;" but 
taking everything into consideration are not at all surprised 
at the course of the Record in this instance. If the cap fits 
them they are entirely welcome to wear it. 

The College of Physicians of London, has lately passed 
a resolution that its fellows, members, and licentiates shall 
not publish articles on medical subjects in the lay press. The 
Pramndal Medical Journal states that '' The College of Phy- 
sicians, in issuing this new regulation, presumably went on 
the plea that it was against the custom of the College to have 
articles or papers, written by its fellows, published in journals 
which circulated amongst the people. This plea is not sup- 
ported by fact, for we can show that over one hundred and 
twenty years ago in the journals of the time, it was common 
to meet with papers written by fellows of the College. * * * 
History repeats itself, and we presume will do so till the end 
of the chapter, and no doubt the articles of the fellows, 
members, or licentiates of the College will somehow or other 
still find their way to the lay journals. " 

The Hypocritic Oath. — At the thirty-ninth annual ses- 
sion of the Pennsylvania State Medical Society, Dr. Wood, 
of Pittsburg, rather amused the Society by making a motion 
that the President-elect should take the following " hypo- 
critic" oath: 

'* Having been duly elected President of this Society, do 
you promise to hold the Pennsylvania Medical Society, as it 
has been held by many illustrious men, as a stepping-stone to 
success, as a round in the ladder of fame, as a lemon to be 
squeezed, as a lever to raise your hopes, as a block and tackle 
to exalt your ambition, as a peacock's feather in a jackdaw's 
tail, as a lion's skin on a sheep, a spur on knighthood's 
heel, a garter on the leg of a courtier, a medal on the breast 
of a hero, and a convenient method of advertising your 
business, and that as soon as your time expires you will for- 
ever after turn your back on it and ignore it. Selah ! " 
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The Health of Workmen in Tobacco Factories. — M. 
Walizkaja has, under direction of the Austrian government, 
made careful examinations of about 1000 men, women and chil- 
dren working in Viennese tobacco factories, and discovered a 
great many cases of nervous diseases which he was able to trace 
directly to nicotin poisoning. Among the symptoms he 
enumerates dilatation of the pupil, exaltation of visual 
reflexes, trembling of the hands, trouble in breathing, vertigo, 
gastralgia, convulsive movements of the extremities and 
severe coughing without objective alterations of the respiratory 
organs. In order to satisfy himself that these phenomena 
were entirely due to the action of nicotin the author carried 
out a series of observations on animals, dogs, rabbits, etc., 
causing them to inhale the tobacco dust, etc., for several 
months. Within four or five months every animal experi- 
mented upon was afiected with similar symptoms to those 
found among the operatives. What will be done by the gov- 
ernment on the strength of the report is as yet not known. 

Journalistic Kleptomania. — We have had occasion, 
prior to this to call attention to an evil which is fostered by 
many medical journals and which consists in appropriating, 
bodily, items and articles and ignoring the source whence they 
came. Another phase of the same trouble we have seen 
cropping in our esteemed cotemporary, the Medical Record of 
New York, In its issue of May 12, 1888, appears an editorial 
on The Study of Anatomy. A quotation is made and the spe* 
cific source not indicated. This quotation forms the funda- 
mental idea of the editorial and yet, neither its author nor 
the journal from which it was ** borrowed" are mentioned. 
Dr. A. C. Bemays should have received due credit as well as 
the St. Louis Medical and Surgical Journal. Our 
readers will remember his review of Gray's Anatomy and 
we think that if it was of sufficient importance to be includ- 
ed in quotation marks and have an editorial built around it, 
the proper credit was a graceful act which could only enhance 
the merits of the article. 

The Urine in Infectious Maladies. — At the stance oi 
June 4 of the Academic des Sciences M. Bouchard announced 
the discovery by him of the fact that the urine in certain in- 
fectious maladies eliminates morbific principles which can be 
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isolated and will reproduce the disease by vaccination. He 
recalled to the society his report made in 1884 of experiments 
made with the urine of a choleraic patient, in which the 
filtered urine, injected under the skin of rabbits produced an 
intoxication having all the characteristics of cholera. He now 
announced that he had obtained similar results with the urine 
of animals suffering with pyocyanic disease, and had gone 
further and had isolated the toxic principle and with this 
reproduced the results obtained with the urine. Injections 
of this isolated material reproduced many of the symptoms 
of the disease in question, and at the same time rendered the 
animal refractory to subsequent attacks of the disease, thus 
proving it a true vaccination. These morbific principles can 
therefore be manufactured in the living body of animals by 
pathogenic microbes as well as in vitro^ and they do not re- 
main in the body indefinitely but are eliminated in part at 
least by the urine. 

Small-pox in Memphis. — We learn from the Memphis 
Medical Monthly that the sanitary police force of that city 
knew of the existence of a case of small-pox in May. The 
Monthly goeB on to BtsLie : ''On June 4 a man was arrested 
whose wife was, at the time, sick with the disease, and whose 
child had died with it a week previously. The arrest was 
made on the charge of having buried the child without a per- 
mit from the health department. Instead of isolating the 
prisoner, he was confined in the station-house from Saturday 
night until Monday morning ; he was then brought before the 
court, in company with other prisoners, and in a court room 
with a large crowd of people. Here the prisoner admitted 
the charge, was fined $10, and in default of payment was sent 
with the chain gang of thirty or fifty other prisoners to work 
out his fine. Fortunately, more rational counsel prevailed 
subsequently, and the man was returned to his home, where, 
with his wife, isolation could be enforced." The editor is 
very justly indignant at such a condition of affairs, when 
those to whom the safety of the community is intrusted so 
far forget themselves and their duties as to virtually foster 
the spread of such a disease as small-pox. 

Portraits of Dr. C. R. Agnew. — At the last meeting of 
the Ophthalmological and Otological Section of the New York 
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Academy of Medicine, the following motion was made and 
carried : 

'^ That a committee be appointed, of which the chairman 
of the Section, Dr. David Webster, be a member, whose duty 
it shall be to obtain a good photograph of the late Dr. Cornelius 
R. Agnew, for the purpose of having engravings suitable for 
framing made from this. The right of issue and sale of such 
engravings shall be given to some first-class publisher, if prac- 
ticable ; if not^ the committee shall offer them to the profes- 
sion at cost." 

In accordance with the above, a committee has been ap- 
pointed. Members of the profession who desire such an en- 
graving, accompanied by an autograph signature, should send 
their names and addresses to the Secretary of the committee. 
Dr. Charles H. May, 640 Madison Ave., New York City, at 
once. When all such names shall have been recorded, those 
who have requested a copy of the engraving will be notified 
of the cost of the same, either by publisher or by the com- 
mittee having the matter in charge. 

The New Orleans Medical and Surgical Journal has a 
timely and sensible article about ** society practice " — ^that 
is, the practice derived from the sick fund of the innumerable 
secret mutual aid societies that swarm in every city of the 
land. It shows most conclusively that the effect of theide 
society arrangements is to demoralize legitimate fee bills, and 
puts the man who accepts the position of medical attendant 
entirely at variance, not only with the letter but the spirit of 
our ethics. We declare it to be unethical and unprofessional 
to attend families for a fixed sum per annum, and yet we per- 
mit men to bind themselves to take care of an unlimited num- 
ber of individuals at $2.00 or $3.00 per head per annum. 
There are men in this town whose sole source of revenue are 
the fees from secret societies, and whose time is spent in 
hatching new societies into which to inveigle the young and 
old of both sexes. These fellows would starve to death if 
they depended upon their merit as physicians. Of course 
these remarks do not apply to the physicians and surgeons of 
the larger and legitimate associations where the *^ family 
business " is not a part of the physician's duty. But even in 
these there is an amount of wire pulling and scyllduggery 
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sometimes necessary, to obtain practice, that must be revolt- 
ing to a man of the finer sensibilities. 

Not long since a writer in a prominent magazine, among 
other flings at physicians and pharmacists of the present day, 
accused the former of needlessly multiplying articles in 
Materia ilfedtca, and urged a return to the '^simples of our 
forefathers." This sort of writing is easy, and appears smart 
to those who, like the author of the article alluded to, are en- 
tirely ignorant of the history of Materia Medica, and even of 
the meaning of many of the terms which he uses. The word 
''simples," for inatance, is used several times in the course of 
the paper as though it meant some trifling or well-known re- 
medy, a prepared domestic remedy ; whereas its real significa- 
tion is quite different. As used formerly in medicine and 
pharmacy, and as it should be used now, a '^ simple " meant a 
medicinal herb, an entity, antithetic to '^ compound." The 
materia medica of the ancients was far more extensive than 
most persons, even the well educated, imagine. Hippocrates, 
450 before Christ, gives a list of 486 medicinal substances and 
their uses in medicine. Of these the greater portion (about 
300) were vegetables, 150 were of animal origin and 36 miner- 
als. Dr. Alston, and after him Dr. Anthon, in his Classical 
Dictionery and Dr. Chas. Lea in his notes on Paris' Pharma- 
cologia, enumerates 586 articles, but this is evidently an error 
in addition, although it is rather curious that all these authors 
should have made the same mistake. Dioscorides, writing 
about the time of the Christian era, enumerates 958 articles 
of materia medica, of which 90 were mineral substances, 700 
were vegetables and 168 of animal origin. This is after the 
elimination of many titles under which he has evidently de-' 
scribed the same plant a second time. 

A Non-Sequitur. — Mr. C. E. Corcoran, a prominent drug- 
gist of Kansas City, who was a delegate from the Missouri 
State Pharmaceutical Association to the State Medical Asso- 
ciation at its late meeting in that city, read a paper before his 
association at its recent annual meeting at Pertle Springs^ 
entitled ** Pharmacist and Physician," in the course of which 
he told the following anecdote, which was much enjoyed by 
the druggists there assembled: ''There was a physician," 
said he, ''who gave a man a prescription calling for a four- 



1888.] Melange. 67 

ounce mixture. On being asked by the patient what the 
medicine would cost, the doctor replied that ' it ought not 
cost much, the remedy is a very simple one.' The druggist 
who put up the prescription charged the regular price for the 
medicine— 50 cts., whereupon the patient objected, and told 
the druggist what the physician had said. '^How much did 
he charge you for the prescription?" asked the druggist, 
"Two dollars," was the reply, **Well," retorted the pharma- 
cist, "if it was such a simple matter, he certainly overcl^arged 
you I" The answer of the druggist was as a matter of course 
highly appreciated by his assembled confreres, and Mr. Corco- 
ran thought he had scored a great hit. As a matter of fact 
however, he had done no such thing. The two cases are not 
analogous. While the druggist had a simple duty to perform 
— that of following the directions of the physician, the latter 
may have had a very complex and difficult one. The skill 
of the physician is shown in diagnosis as well as in ap- 
plied therapeutics. "Tell me what ails you and I'll tell 
you what will cure it" is an adage as wise as it Isold. 
His art was shown i n reaching the cause of the malady ; 
his good sense and knowledge of therapeutics were dis- 
played in his choice of a " simple remedy," and he exer- 
ted all of them for the benefit of the patient quite as signally 
as though he had put a dozen ingredients into his pres- 
cription. For all this, however, he may have been not quite 
fair to the druggist. 

A Tape-worm Episode. — In a chapter of his most enter- 
taining Souvenin d' Algeriej Dr. Badour, whom we have 
quoted before in the Journal, says of the universality of tape- 
worm, "In Algeria, nobody is sure that his small intestines 
are not infested by the parasite. That is, to put it mildly, 
saying that it is very common, and that in spite of the fact 
that pork is used less there than anywhere else, and scarcely 
any rare meat is ever eaten. The fact is that every blade of 
grass is infested with ova, the earth and the air being filled 
with them by the shameless filth of the Arabs. These deposit 
their excrement and waste of all descriptions upon the soil 
and thus fructify it. There is no such thing as sewage. 
Next to man himself the dog is the great agent for scattering 
the tsenigenous scolex. The livers of every rabbit are stuffed 
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with them. You can easily see the risk that one runs, even 
when most, careful, in a country where vermin are more plen- 
tiful than small change. Once upon a time, as the story books 
say, a certain lady friend of mine, was delivered of seven 
metres (about 8 yards) of tsenia. Three days afterwards, dis- 
quieted by borborigmi which she could not repress, and other 
symptoms, she took a dose of medicine which I had given her 
and instructed her how to use; and very soon afterward passed 
quite as much more. There was a large bowlful of it— a sight 
to forever disgust one with noodles ! At another time four 
tsenise came out together (as I had ocular and manual evi- 
dence, having personally "assisted'') coiled around each 
other in an uniform rope 1 The patient had had reason to 
suspect that he Was harboring an unwelcome guest and took 
male fern. The result was marvelously comical. I was in 
bed, sleeping the sleep of the just, when I heard footsteps 

hastening to my door and a cry " Quick! quick ! is 

dying!" I ran to the patient and what do you suppose I 
saw? He was standing up, holding on to the bed, and his 
wife, squat on the floor was gripping a huge cord which issued 
from his anus and many metres of which were coiled on the 
floor I Pale and frightened she told how she had commenced 
to pull on it, but finally had ceased, believing that she was 
pulling out his intestines (croyant d un ddtripaillement, liter- 
ally '* believing that it was a detriping ") ! She was fooled : 
it was a rouleau of four taenise which finally came out, heads 
and all. I took them forthwith to the military hospital and 
showed them, as they were, to the entire personel. who will 
substantiate the story !" 

[The doctor's story is a tough one and reminds the writer 
of a somewhat similar experience with a darkey in Arkansas, 
some years ago. He brought to the office, one day, a jar 
wrapped in an old newspaper and asked if I wanted to " buy 
acurasity?" On being asked what it was, he took off the 
wrapping and I saw the biggest coil of tape- worm that up to 

that moment I had ever beheld. '^ Hits all dar ;" said the 
darkey, ** a monstous big weyum, an I fetch him out whole 
dis time, Tudder one bruk all-ter-pieces ; kase, I reckon, I 
pull too hard. Dis time I jes let um crawl out heself^ a little 
way. den I dun tuck' an' put a rock on de eend an' jist crawl 
off from him on all fo's. Gimme half a dollar an' call it 
squar !" We didn't trade, however. F. L. J.] 
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Small-pox in East St. Louis. — During the past month 
several cases of small-pox have been observed in East St. 
Louis. The municipal authorities of that place kindly pro- 
posed to turn them over to us to keep at quarantine ; but up- 
on receiving a very decided refusal, the patients were sent to 
the pest-house located near Belleville, 111. 

Death of Dr. Wm. B. Conery.— Dr. Wm. B. Conery 
died on the evening of June 26th, after a lingering illness* 
He was well known in this city, having served on the city 
Board of Health for a number of years. He was also a mem- 
ber of the State Board of Health when it was first organized. 
He leaves a large circle of friends to regret his untimely 
demise. 

The Children's Aid Society is one of our local charities 
which has been organized for the express purpose of benefit- 
ting the children of the indigent. It is divided into four 
branches: the *' Fresh Air Mission" giving river and other 
excursions ; the '* Country Week " giving a week or ten days 
of country life to children needing it; the *' Children's Sani- 
tarium " the old O'Fallon homestead, in O'Pallon Park, being 
used for this purpose; and the ** Homeless Children" by 
which these unfortunate creatures are provided for. 

A Case of Cholera. — On Saturday June 23, a burial per- 
mit was issued by the Health Department for the interment 
of Mrs. Mary A. Fleming, upon the certificate of Dr. Sam 
Frazer, who assigned cholera as the cause of death. Mrs. 
Fleming was the wife of John B. Fleming, proprietor of the 
drug store in the People's Theatre building. The following 
are the facts in the case as detailed by Dr. Frazer to the daily 
press : ''He was called to the house about 10 o'clock Friday 
morning and found Mrs. Fleming sufiering from acute chol- 
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eraic pains, and saw in a very short time that all the symp- 
toms of cholera were present. He learned that the patient 
had been taken sick at 4 o'clock and grew worse hourly. She 
was in a collapsed state on his arrival and his first step was to 
administer morphine, hypodermically, to relieve her pain. A 
few hours later he made an examination and found that the 
state of collapse was more marked, and that the heart's action 
was gradually diminishing. He then administered a very 
small hypodermic injection of atropine which only had the 
effect of prolonging her life by a few hours." The case is 
similar to those which occur here and in all large cities, every 
season during the sort of weather that we have been having. 
— sporadic, but for all that, every precaution was taken by 
the Health Department in the way of disinfection of the 
premises, etc., and on the advice of Dr. Frazer and Commis- 
sioner Dudley, the funeral was private. 

Death of Dr. Louis T. Pirn. — This old and well known 
St. Louis practitioner passed away at the residence of Judge 
Davis, in Cheltenham on Sunday evening June 24. Dr. Pim 
was in his Gist year and had resided in St. Louis and its 
suburbs for the greater portion of his life, and was probably as 
well and widely known as any physician in the city. He was 
a man of fine natural qualities and these had been improved 
by close study and observation until during the latter year of 
his life he was regarded by those who enjoyed the pleasure 
of his acquaintance a veritable cyclopaedia upon certain 
branches of medicine. He was an authority upon cholera 
and choleraic diseases, and had written extensively upon the 
subject. Some of his earlier ^ and best articles were con- 
tributed to the pages of this Journal, of which he was an 
almost life long friend and reader. The last occasion upon 
which the writer of these lines met the deceased he promised 
us an article in the near future upon some of the old-time 
contributors to it, whom he had known well and intimately, 
and whom, without thinking it, he was so soon to join. Dr. 
Pim was for several years a member of the Board of Health, 
resigning or leaving it some ten or twelve years ago. His 
death was quite unexpected to the great mass of his friends 
and acquaintances. He was buried on Tuesday last (June 
26). Many sincere mourners followed his remains to tbe 
grave. 
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Another Case of Leprosy. — On June 9, last Dr. J. L. 
Babcock, of this city, reported a case of anesthetic leprosy 
before the St. Louis Medical Society. The patient is an 
Irishmen, 41 years of age, who has resided in St. Louis the 
major portion of his life. Some years ago he sojourned in 
New Orleans, and the supposition is, that he contracted his 
present malady while in that city. The writer had an op- 
portunity of examining the man and he presents the objec- 
tive and subjective symptoms of a typical case. The ulnar 
nerves are thickened and indurated, marked areas of anaes- 
thesia exist and nodules have appeared upon the face and 
hands. He already presents the leonine appearance. The 
peculiar brownish spots may be seen upon his chest and 
back and in addition there exists atrophy of the thenar and 
hypothenar muscles of the hands. Microscopic exami- 
nation of an excised nodule shows that it consists literally 
of heaped-up masses of bacilli giving the peculiar colpr 
reactions attributed to the lepra bacillus. This case has 
been sent to quarantine to keep company with the Chinese 
leper now at that institution. This makes the third case 
observed in this city within one year and a careful search 
may bring others to light. 

The National Druggist of this city not long since applied 
for a mandamus to restrain a local publication from using as 
its name the title of The Druggist. The latter was formerly 
known as the St. Louis Drug Market Reporter and adopted the 
name Druggist about the first of February, or shortly after the 
reorganization of the editorial staff of the National Druggist 
when it received an accession of talent in the persons of the 
former editors of the latter journal. As the National Druggist 
was founded and published for several years as the Druggist 
and was and is now owned and published by the Druggist 
Publishing Company, it is easy to see how much wrong and 
injustice was done by the usurpation, and how much confu- 
sion was caused by an identity of name coupled with the 
fact that the usurper was edited by the former editor of the 
rightful owner of the name. We understand that the affair 
was amicably adjusted, the claims of the National Druggist 
having been conceded to be just and fair, the other publica- 
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tion being now known as Meyer Bros, dh Co.^a Druggist^ a name 
to which the Druggist Publishing Co. can take no possible 
exception since it removes the only source of injury to it, 
and displays the new publication in its true light and intent — 
the organ of the great wholesale drug house of Meyer Bros. & 
Co. As such it is a journal of which any house may be proud^ 
since it displays the resources of that immense corporation 
as it could be done in no other manner. 

The Maxwell Case. — If ever there was a case wherein 
the law should take its course ; wherein there is not a single 
redeeming element in the history of the crime, the behavior 
of the individual, or the attendant circumstances ; wherein 
all decent men and women should unite in refusing to petition 
for pardon or commutation of sentence it is the one known as 
the Maxwell case, or that of the man Brooks now under sen-- 
tence of death for the murder of Preller at the Southern 
Hotel in this city upwards of two years ago. Not only did 
this double dyed criminal murder the man who had befriended 
him, and rob his dead body, but he maligned his m emory in 
a manner so foul that it cannot even be alluded to in a pro- 
fessional journal. He has had a fair trial, his case has been 
passed upon by the Supreme Court of Missouri and of the 
United States, and yet his paid attorneys are deluging the 
country with petitions for signature asking the Governor of 
Missouri to interfere to stop the process of the law. Every 
physician in St. Louis has received one of these documents^ 
and for the honor of the profession we are glad to say that 
few if any have paid any attention to it. We have no patience 
with the mawkish sentimentality which is the characteristio 
of weak minds, and which invariably expends itself upon those 
least worthy of sympathy. If the crime had been committed 
in England 'instead of America, Brooks would have been 
hanged within three months of his capture, instead of living 
for two years at the expense of a community whose laws he 
outraged and whom he and his relatives and paid attorneys 
have persistently maligned. We sincerely hope that no phy- 
sician will lend his name to any petition for respite, pardon 
or commutation of sentence. 



THE ST. LOUIS 



Medical and Surgical Journal 



Whole No. 572. 
Volume LV. August, 1888. No. 2. 



©riginal Contributions. 

Cases op Accidental Surgery. By W. P. Thornton, M. D., 
of Bluefields, Nicaragua, G. A. 

In the following cases which I take pleasure in reporting, 
there will be found nothing startling or novel ; except, per- 
haps, in the case of femoral aneurism with high division of 
that artery. This occurrence though rare has been met with 
before ; the aneurism, however, being popliteal. They are 
simply a selection of cases of accidental surgery, differing in 
regard to the seat of lesion and of instruments causing them, 
and are such as occur in the practice of most physicians who 
have much experience in accidental surgery and especially 
who live where the knife or pistol settles most disputes. 

Without doubt the methods in some of these cases will 
appear very crude, and will call forth smiles from some, as 
they often did from myself; but there is quite a difference in 
practicing in a city where every convenience can be obtained 
in at least a day's time, and practicing where communication 
can only be had once a month, as was the case when I first 
arrived in this country. My first Hodgen's splint, made out 
of the iron loop of a rum-puncheon, was not as attractive as 
some I have seen, but it answered the purpose for the time 
being. Whenever, therefore, any of my confreres can sug- 
gest any more appropriate methods than the ones I used, I 
will in all probability agree with them, and can only offer as 
an excuse, that they were not to be had, and that I had to do 
the best I could with what was at hand. 

73 



74 Original Contributions. [Aug., 

Again, during the first year of my residence here I was 
alone, no other physician being in th^ town. During that 
time, Cases III and V were under my charge. These pa- 
tients, one of whom would not follow my instructions, and 
the other would not agree to what I considered was best 
under the circumstances, I would certainly have refused to 
treat if there had been any other physician here ; under the 
circumstances I did the best I could, and although the results 
are as predicted and would not shed much glory on a surgeon 
(to the contrary they are living specimens of bad treatment), 
still it could not be otherwise, it would not have been humane 
to leave them to die for want of treatment. Rather would I 
submit to any unjust criticism from persons not knowing the 
circumstances. 

Case I. — Incised Wound of Neck and Shoulder. — T. M. 
S., American, aged 21; while stooping down to light afire 
was cut across the back of the neck with a machette, a knife 
similar to our corn-knife, with a blade about two feet long 
and a handle about six inches long, used by rubber cutters in 
gathering rubber. The cut was diagonal from right to left, the 
point of the machette cutting the spine of the left scapula to 
its base, at about the junction of the middle with its lower 
third. The cut across the neck lay bare the spinal column, the 
tip of the spinous process of the fifth cervical vertebra being 
chipped off. The point of the machette having struck the 
scapula was the only thing that prevented the head from 
being completely severed, as these instruments are kept very 
sharp by their owners. The patient was, at the time the in- 
jury was inflicted, about one hundred and twenty-five miles 
from this place, the only way of communication between the 
two points being by the river in a canoe. The haemorrhage 
was partially controlled by parties near at hand who rubbed salt 
in the cut ; the patient was then placed in the bottom of a 
canoe and after four days travel reached Bluefields. When 
examined, the wound was found in an awful condition ; the 
hsBmorrhage not having been entirely controlled, the pillows 
were soaked with blood and matted with the hair, which was 
quite long, and adhering to the edges of the wound, which at 
this time presented an exposed surface about six by eight 
inches, caused by retraction of the cut tissues, extending from 
the vertebra prominens to the external occipital protuberance. 
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and laterally to the posterior borders of the sterno-cleido-mas- 
toid muscles ; the stench was terrible. The pillows, towels 
and handkerchiefs that surrounded the wound were removed 
and the wound washed thoroughly with a corrosive sublimate 
(1-1000) solution, and the scalp shaved. The wound was 
then dressed by first applying carbolized gauze, then absorb- 
ent cotton dusted with iodoform, then bandages. I make it 
a rule to put the iodoform on the cotton, with the gauze be- 
tween it and the exposed tissue, as when the iodoform is 
placed directly on the tissues it tends to form in flakes that 
require, often, considerable time and trouble to remove ; and 
while it may not be a fact still it makes the wound look un- 
clean. Enough will penetrate the gauze to protect the parts 
and to yield all the medicinal effects possible. 

The patient's temperature at this time was 103^; pulse 
rapid and of small volume ; bowels confined ; urine medium 
quantity but high colored. All parts of the left forearm sup- 
plied by the ulnar nerve were paralyzed. The patient was in 
the best of spirits, talking and explaining how he received his 
injury to every new comer. Perhaps the most disagreeable 
part of my treatment^ to the patient, was, when I placed him 
in a room and would allow no visitors. 

I administered five grains of quinine every two hours, and 
five grains of the citrate of iron and quinine four times a day 
as a tonic. Small quantities of stimulants were allowed ; diet 
restricted and bowels moved with injections. 

In four days the temperature was normal and remained so ; 
I continued, however, to give quinine every four hours until 
the patient was discharged. The patient made a good recov- 
ery, and although the soar was very large at first, it is grad- 
uaily contracting, without, however, any inconvenience to 
the patient. 

Case II.— Traumatic Femoral Anecrism.— J. M., negro, 
aged 55, warehouse man. While checking cargo from a ship 
was struck on the anterior surface of the thigh by the comer 
of a case which was being lowered from the ship's 
side in a swing-net. While it pained him consid- 
erably at the time, he paid very little attention to 
it until about two months later when he noticed a 
swelling which continued to increase until, four months 
later, it was impossible for him to continue his work, he then 
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called to consult with me. I diagnosed an aneurism of the 
femoral artery, situated at the entrance of Hunter's canal, and 
advised an operation, to which the patient consented. As- 
sisted by the late Dr. C. H. E. Shuttee, of West Plains, Mo., 
I performed the operation ; after finding the artery and hay- 
ing raised it with the ligature so as to stop the circulation I 
was surprised to find that the tumor still pulsated, dropping 
the ligature and introducing my finger over the artery I could 
feel two vessels pulsating ; the second one lying a little behind 
and to the inner side of the first, with the vein between. I 
now raised and found that the pulsation in the tumor ceased ; 
this one I ligated, and closed the wound with all precautions. 
The patient made a good recovery, the ligature coming off in 
ten days. This was undoubtedly a case of high division of 
the femoral, but where the division took place, and whether 
it again united I can not say. 

This patient afterwards developed an aneurism of the 
anterior surface of the thoracic aorta, at least so diagnosti- 
cated by Dr. E. Dreifus and myself. I put him on continually 
increasing doses of kali iodide, and while he was not recov- 
ering, he was not, so far as I could determine, receding, 
until a "no cure, no pay" doctor arrived, (that peculiar 
species of the genus homo is found here as well as in the 
United States). The patient put himself under his treat- 
ment, but only survived a month. I tried to get permission 
to make a 'poBi mortem examination, but was refused. 

Case III. — Compound Pbactube of Lowbb Thibd of 
Femub: Gunshot. — A. C, negro, age 41, laborer. This 
patient was shot through the thigh at about the center of the 
middle third. The injury was caused by a bullet from a 38 
caliber Winchester rifle, entering in front the inner edge of 
the rectus femorus muscle, and passing backwards and a little 
outwards, emerging at the outer edge of the short lead of the 
biceps femoris, fracturing the femur in its passage. The 
patient was brought to town twenty-four hours after the in- 
jury ; I was informed that there had been but little bleeding 
— at this time there was none, and after careful examination 
I could detect no splinters of bone that were detached suffi- 
ciently to seem to necessitate removal. I placed him in an 
improvised Hodgen's splint. From time to time small parti- 
cles of bone appeared at the posterior or lower opening, 
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which were removed ; none, however^ were of large size. 
This patient continually annoyed me by loosening his banda- 
ges every night. I explained what the result would be, but 
to no purpose ; as soon as the nurse's back was turned he 
would shove the splint from him and try to draw the limb 
out of the frame and bandages. All this caused him consid- 
erable pain, and although he complained of no pain when I 
placed the leg in position, his only excuse was that he was 
tired lying in one position. 

The result is poor, the shortening is about three inches. 
He is able to walk with a cane and do light labor. 

Case IV. — Gunshot Wound of Leg. — W. W., English- 
man^ age 37, captain of steamship. This patient was shot 
through the leg with a bullet of 44 caliber from a Winches- 
ter rifle. The bullet entered the left leg at the junction 
of the upper and middle thirds and about the posterior boun- 
dary of the inner lateral division, ranged outwards and a 
little downwards, passing between the tibia and fibula and 
emerged at about the center of the middle third, piercing the 
outer edge of the tibialis anticus muscle. He was standing 
within two or three feet of the muzzle of the rifle when shot) 
the force with which he was struck knocking him down. I 
saw the patient ten hours after the injury was received. I was 
informed that the wound bled profusely for about five min- 
utes, but stopped when the leg was bandaged with cotton 
soaked in Friar's Balsam. This patient I put in a Hodgen's 
splint and washed both apertures with a sublimate 
(1-1000) solution, using a Davidson syringe as a syphon, but 
applying no force. In four days the water passed entirely 
through the wound, which it could not do before on account of 
the local inflammation, and then, and not until then, did I ex- 
amine the wound and found it to be as explained. In wounds 
of this kind^ unless other circumstances compel it, such as 
continued haemorrhage, I never probe until the local inflam- 
mation subsides, which it does in- from three to four days. 
During that time it is hermetically sealed by nature and no 
good and much harm may be done by disturbing it. 

This patient progressed nicely, and was soon able to walk 
around the house. The Manager of the Steamship Company 
wrote him to return to Jamaica as soon as possible . Accord- 
ingly, against my advice and wishes, he departed before the 
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wound had entirely healed, since which time I do not know 
how he has progressed. 

Case V. — Gunshot Wound of Forbarm. — J. P., Spaniard, 
age 27, laborer. This patient received his injury in the fol- 
lowing manner : He was advancing on his opponent, with his 
right arm raised, holding a machette. Just as he reached him, 
his opponent pointed a double-barrelled shot-gun, loaded with 
mixed shot, at his breast ; he attempted to ward off the muz- 
zle by pushing it downwards and to his right side with his 
left arm ; the gun was discharged, making the following inju- 
ries. The greater part of the ulnar bone was shattered and 
carried away, leaving only its upper and lower ends in posi- 
tion ; the inner border of the radius was also splintered, 
parts of it being carried away. The muscles on this part of 
the forearm were, of course, dreadfully lacerated ; the right 
inguinal region and anterior aspect of the right thigh was full 
of openings, showing the entrance of shot, some being easily 
felt under the skin. This patient had received his injury four 
days before he arrived in Bluefields. On examination I 
found the patient in the following condition : temperature 
104°.5, pulse weak, bowels confined, urine very scanty, circum- 
scribed peritonitis involving the coecum. I advised amputa- 
tion of the forearm, which could have been easily done about 
an inch and a half below the elbow. To this the patient 
would not agree ; said he would rather die. I explained that 
the arm, even if he lived, would be a useless appendage, not 
of as much use as the stump I would leave would be. It was 
impossible to get his consent. 

The wound was washed with sublimate (1-1000) so- 
lution, and dressed with iodoform. Quinine, iron and stim- 
ulants administered internally ; local application of dry heat 
over the right inguinal region, with opiates internally. 

In a few days the peritonitis disappeared, the bowels were 
then moved by injections ; fever remained at varying temper- 
atures for a week or ten days, then ceased. I continued ad- 
ministering the quinine until the patient was discharged. 

The patient made a slow recovery. He still has his hand 
and forearm, but it is a useless appendage. He seems to be 
perfectly satisfied with the result. 
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The Infant Food Problem. By W. I. Thayer, M. D., 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Beyond the problem of maintaining of life, there are otheT 
questions at issue, such as providing for all of the tissues, and 
Aimishing of material to preserve their form, and furnishing 
nutrient matter from which these various tissues can build. 

Dr. Atkinson remarked in Committee on Dietetics of the 
late American Medical Association, that, ^'To the general 
practitioner everywhere, there comes constantly this ques- 
tion, ' What means shall be employed to prevent the terrible 
mortality among infants deprived of their natural food, the 
mother's breast milk?' " 

This is a very important question at any time of the year, 
and especially so in summer. Even children who are brought 
up in the country, and can have goodf fresh and pure cow's 
milk, meet with difficulties that are hard to overcome. 

Cow's milk is not a good substitute for human milk. First, 
because it contains too much casein. Second, cow casein is 
very different from human casein; the former being tough, 
cheesy, hard to disintegrate. Again, the percentage of sugar 
is very different. Meigs gives the following as the analysis 
of forty 'three different women's milk, and of cow's milk, car- 
ried out with great care : 

Human Milk. 
Mean OompoBltion Ayerage 

ftromMiikof Compofiuon of 

43 different Cow's Milk eare- 

women. ftiUy carried oat 

Water 87,163 87,780 

Fat 4,288 3,769 

Casein 1,046 3,022 

Sugar 7,407 4,749 

Ash (Salts) 101 490 

Total 100.000 100.000 

Dolan and Wood have placed the casein of cow's milk as 
great as 7.005 per cent., which certainly is greatly in excess 
of a fair average. 

We will take the moderate average of the table above, and 
find the casein of cow's milk to be 3.022 per cent, while 
woman's is only 1.046 per cent. Now, since the casein of 
cow's milk is so difficult for an infant to digest, what can we 
say in favor of such a pabulum for infants, when its tough 
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casein exceeds that of woman's milk by nearly 300 per cent? 
It is true that water will dilute the milk and cause less of it 
to be presented for digestion, yet, water cannot digest what 
there is left. 

If cow's milk can be partly pre-digested by the aid of pan- 
creatine well and good. However, this is a process that 
cannot well be carried on in the household. Should the 
mother give this ferment and milk too much time the latter 
would be made bitter. If too much heat is applied then the 
ferment is destroyed and no digestion of the pabulum will be 
had. 

There are some good substitutes, for human milk, like 
Carnrick's Soluble Food, which will digest as easy as human 
milk, and are capable of furnishing nutriment for every tissue, 
including the petrous ones. 

If an artificial food for infants must be resorted to, we want 
a food that will, 1st. Digest easy, 2nd. One whose lime salts 
and phosphoric acid, are so well balanced, that we are going to 
feed the growing teeth as well as every other tissue. But this 
latter quality, in an artificial food has not been thought of 
and required, as one of the virtues of an artificial food, and 
as a consequence, we find in our children, youth, and middle- 
aged patients, a large per cent of the dental organs, soft, frail 
and rapidly decaying ! Take the three petrous tissues and 
they ought to average not less than 80 per cent, of calcareous 
matter , but, it is very difi&cult to find in patients under forty, 
cases where lime salts will average 66 per cent, of tooth 
structure. 

The teeth begin to form very early. Sixth week after con- 
ception. Feed the mother on cellulose and bolted wheat 
flour, and what would the result be on the foetus? If the 
mother ingests none of the lime salts, then it is certain, that 
the /ci?£ii8 can get none. She ought to eat three times a day 
liberally, of the course bread foods, breads that are con- 
structed out of the unbolted product of the grain eaten ; from 
the fact that, in the bran, or outside of all of our gains, there 
is a rich deposit of lime salts, that is put into such a shape as 
to be easily digested, absorbed and appropriated ! Such a de- 
posit, and in such a shape, having said qualities, cannot be 
found in any other food. It is when the teeth are forming that 
they require the lime salts ; and they continue to form for at 
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least twenty years. It follows then, that not only the foetus, 
but the infant, child, youth and they of maturer years require 
the lime salts. 

. Take our unbolted wheat or any other of our grains, an 
infant cannot digest them. They are of the starches, starchy ! 
No child under eighteen months of age can digest starch. 
These hydro-carbons are disposed of by the amylolytic fer- 
ments found in the saliva, pancreatic and intestinal juices, 
which a child under the above age, does not possess. By the 
natural process of digestion, the starches are first converted 
into — ^by the above amylolytic ferments — dextrine, then into 
soluble sugar. A young babe cannot perform such a conver- 
sion. Hence, artificial foods that have starch in their com- 
position, are unsuitable for infants. 

Malt foods. These are very easy of digestion, and the 
point to be noted is too easy! Good normal function, is de- 
pendent upon exercise! Tissues will become atrophied by 
inaction or constant rest. The digestive tract is not an ex- 
ception to this universal rule. 

No infant that is brought up on, or has a constant malted 
foods, including malted milk, can have a good normal diges- 
tion. It is common for infants brought up on such foods to 
have frequent, sudden and many times, chronic diarrheas. 
This is very common. Then there will be frequent, spas- 
modic motions of the diaphragm, stomach and adjacent parts, 
singulkis, because the unexercised digestive tract is weakened, ' 
and shows the offence committed against it, by these reflex 
motions. 

Still, an infant food must be of easy digestion, requiring 
about the same amount of digestive energy, as would be re- 
quired to dispose of mother's milk. It is difficult to give all 
the facts that are necessary in one short article, and possibly 
we cannot serve the reader better than by giving him an analy- 
sis of the most important parts of some eight of the different 
foods now upon the market. 

Starch foods. Among these is Dr. Ridge's, whose albu- 
minoids — ^general tissue builders — is 8.76 per cent. Cellulose 
— ^indigestible — 0.73 ; lime salts^ 0.48 ; phosphoric acid, 0.260 
— these two are bone and petrous tissue builders — and ease of 
digestion, 7.97. Second, Wells, Richardson & Co.'s; albu- 
minoids are 9.05 per cent ; cellulose, 1.54 ; salts, 2.26 ; phos. 
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acid, 0.688; digestion, 8.85. Third starch food is Imperial 
Oranum ; Albuminoids, 10.73 per cent ; cellulose, 0.97 ; lime 
salts very low, 0.37; phos. acid, ditto, 0.167 and easy of 
digestion, 9.55. 

Malt foods, two. Mellin's Food ; albuminoids 8.34 ; cellu- 
lose, 0.58 ; salts, 8.53 ; phos. acid, 0.583, and ease of digestion 
the lowest of any, being 7.38. Horlick's Food ; albuminoids 
11.30 per cent. Cellulose, 0.55; lime salts, 2.76; phos. acid, 
0.421, and digestion, 10.85. 

Milk foods. Nestle^s Food : albuminoids, 11.46 ; cellulose, 
0.10 ; lime salts, 1.75 ; phos. acid, 0.630, and ease of digestion, 
11.09. Anglo-Swiss Food : albuminoids, 10.73 per cent ; cel- 
lulose, 0.77; lime salts, 1.75; phos. acid, 0.800 and ease of 
digestion 11.20. Carnrick's Soluble Food has of the albu- 
minoids 18.22 per cent., and woman's milk will average 17.08 
per cent.; cellulose, none; lime salts, 2.991; phos. acid as 
high as 0.874 per cent.; while digestion is the same as hu- 
man milk, being 16.45. 

The writer solicits the readers' hearty co-operation in 
building up the best types of petrous tissues, by feeding the 
vegetable salts through the umbilical cord, mammary glands, or 
bottle, and at the table as above, respectfully submitted. 



The Rite of Circumcision under French Laws. — Re- 
cently, as we learn from Paris Midical, the Israelitish Con- 
sistory of Paris requested the authorities to appoint a medical 
commission to consider the present methods of circumcision 
as practiced by the Jews as a religious rite. The government 
appointed Drs. Duplay, Klein, Leven, Perier, Marc S^e and 
Worms, who met under the presidency of Zadoc Khan, Grand 
Rabbi of Paris. The commission condemned by the decisive 
vote of five to one the custom of suction at present in vogue, 
and unanimously recommended the reestablishment of the 
office of inspector of periotomy (which was abolished some 
time since by the law limiting the number of circumcisors), 
and insisted upon the necessity of establishing uniform and 
definite rules of procedure, antisepsis, etc. Finally, Dr. Du- 
play was charged with the duty of formulating a manual of 
circumcision for the guidance of the periotomists. 
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€lmcal Keports from private practice* 

Enormous Osteo-Chondboma of Twbnty-Two Years 

Growth — Removal— Recovery. By Waldo Bbigos, M . 

D., Professor of Clinical and Genito-Urinary Surgery 

Beaumont Hospital Medical College, Consulting Surgeon 

[| to the City Hospital, Female Hospital, Central Hospital, 

etc., of St. Louis. 

In the early part of June I was called upon by Drs. W. H. 
Hubbard and A. S. Trammel of Greenway, Ark., who had 
brought to this city with them a female patient, whom they 
desired me to see. Making an appointment with the gentle- 
men, at the hour, they returned bringing with them a lady, 
the removal of whose veil disclosed one of the most gro- 
tesquely and hideously distorted faces that I have ever seen. 
The etching below (Fig. 2) is an accurate reproduction of a 
photograph of her as she appeared at that time ; but no pho- 
tograph, engraving or etching, however truthful to life, can 
produce the effect that was made by a first actual view of the 
features. 

She was a woman of 45 or thereabout, but suffering and 
distortion gave to her lineaments a more aged look. The 
upper portion of the head, the forehead and the eyes were 
normal ; but from her mouth protruded a tumor, the visible 
portion of which was fully six inches in diameter. The 
mouth itself had been stretched until all semblance to the 
original orifice was lost, and all that could be seen of what 
was once the chin was the upper surface of the everted lower 
lip. The picture, however, gives so good an idea of the gen- 
eral appearance of the face that I will not attempt further to 
describe it. 

On examination of the tumor I found it to be of rock-like 
hardness, irregularly round in shape and occupying almost 
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the entire cavity of the month, the only vacancy being a small 
space between the roof of the mouth and the top of the tomot. 
The tOQgne was doubled up and forced backward ; the teeth 
with the exception of two or'three stamps, were gone — either 
absorbed or palled out. 

The history of the case as related by the physician was 
briefly as follows: Twenty-two years ago, ot in 1866, the 
patient, then a young married woman, experienced some pain, 
as was then supposed, in the root of the lower right canine. 



Fig. 2. Etcbiog from photograph hefare operation. 

The tooth was extracted and on examination found to be 
sound. The pain continued and after several weeks or months 
a small hard tumor could be felt apparently attached to the 
jaw immediately beneath the point whence the tooth had been 
removed. Pain had by this time eeased almost entirely and 
as the tumor did not give any particular trouble, nor (for a 
time) seem to increase, nothing was done in regard to it. 
After a while, however, the growth of the tumor became very 
perceptible and althongh Blow, from this time forward, it waa 
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constant. In 1881, or fifteen years after its appearance, it had 
entirely filled the cavity of the mouth and from this time for- 
ward it became necesaary for the patient to be fed with liquid 
foods almost entirely. Diafignrement had np to thia date had 
been alight, but from henceforth it became daily greater and 
greater as the tnmor, continuing to grow gradaally diatended 
the natural buccal cavity. The teeth meanwhile had one 
after another either been forced out of their aockets and 
dropped out spontaneously, or had been polled out to avoid 
the irritation they were cauaing. Beyond these occasional 
visits to the dentist and the use of "tonics," domestic reme- 
dies, etc., nothing was attempted in the way of interference 
with the growth. The power of distinct articulation, it ia 
needless to aay, disappeared years ago. 

In 1886, twenty years after the first appearance of the tn- 
mor, surgical interference was determined upon, and local 



Fig. 8. The tumor with exoiaed portiona of Jaw, as seen troja below. 

surgeona undertook ita removal. An incision was made, but 
excessive heemorrbage coming on early in the operation, the 
latter was abandoned and the wound cloaed without further 
ado. From that day to this the tumor continued to grow and 
at last the patient, weary of life and disheartened, placed her- 
aelf in the hands of Drs. Hubbard and Trammel, who brought 
her to me. 

The patient wae sent to St. Luke's and an early operation 
determined upon. It waa made about June 3rd, in the pres- 
ence of her phyeicians, Drs. Hubbard and Trammel, and of 
Drs. B. L. Moore, Edward Wilkinson, A. C. Robinson, Hamel 
and Lilly. 

Ether was administered, the patient taking it weU and 
soon becoming narcotised. The incisiona were those usual in 
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the removal of the lower jaw. Fig. 3 BhowB the portioDB re- 
moved, the outline of the tumor, only, being given. Bleed- 
ing was profuse from the outaet, hut in sawing through the 
hone on hoth sides a most terrific hsemorrhage was encoun- 
tered from the dental artery, the cause of which will be ap- 



Fig. 4, From a photograph eight days after operation. 

parent when I state that the diameter of these was found to 
have been enlarged to fully one-eighth of an inch. This was 
immediately controlled by driving a peg of soft wood directly 
into each orifice. 

The operation concluded without accident and the wound 
was closed, all under antiseptic precautions. 

The tumor on removal was found to be irregularly pear- 
shaped, averaging seven and a half inches in diameter, and 
having a circumference at its largest part of about twenty- 
three inches. It was found on examination to be an osteo- 
chondroma, of considerable density, and apparently solid 
throughout. This cannot at present he stated positively, as I 
have not yet received a report from Drs. Trammel and Hub- 
bard who are to make this examination. 

The appearance of the patulous month after the removal 
of the tumor was something unique and even frightful in its 
hideoosness. It soon began to rebract, however, and the 
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appearance of the patient eight days aftei the operation is 
well shown in Fig. 4. Her appearance at writing, one month 
after operation, is shown in Fig. 5. This spontaneooB remmp- 
tion of an approach to normal size in bo short a period of time 
ia not the least curious feature in this case. 



Fig. S. The appearance of patient thirty days after operation. 

The patient haa made an excellent recovery in every re- 
spect, and when the dentiat shall have finiahed his work will 
present a very much improved appearance. The tumor ia 
the largest one of that description that I have ever seen, nor 
can I find in the literature at my disposal any record of an 
exactly similar case save that reported by my father. Dr. W. 
S. Briggs of Nashville, in the Reference Hand-Book of the 
Medical Sciences. 



The Central Texas Medical Association met at Waco 
July 10th last, thia being a regular quarterly meeting. But 
one paper was read, by Dr. H. L. Parsons, on "Ancestbesia 
in Labor." At the next meeting, which will take place on 
the second Tuesday in October, the following papers will be 
read : " Duties of Physicians as Sanitarians,'' by Dr. 6. B. 
Foacne, of Waco ; " Summer Complaint in Children," by Dr. 
Hunter, of Ennis ; "Laparotomy for Traumatic Injuries and 
Diaeaaea of the Alimentary Tract," by Dr. W H. Brown, of 
Waco. 
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LUXATIONS OF BOTH LENSES FROM THE EFFECTS OF 

BLOWS. 

Editors St. Louis Medical and Surgical Journal: 

In your July number 1888, in the Department of th© 
Eye and Ear, my friend Dr. Williams calls attention to a case 
of luxation of both lenses by separate blows of an interval 
of one year. While I was visiting Dr, Edgar A. Brown, of 
Liverpool, last October, it was my fortune to see in his clinic 
a patient who the day previous had had both lenses dis- 
located under the conjunctivae, from a dig of the fingers of 
the patient's step-son. The lens of the right eye lay under 
the conjunctiva just at the temporal side of the cornea, 
while that of the left lay just at the nasal side. The lenses 
were both perfectly transparent and the eyes otherwise seem- 
ed little if at all damaged. It was one of the most success- 
ful double extractions I ever saw. 

Further on in Dr. Williams' notes, he mentions the subject 
of diplopia, giving as cause, defective action of one or more 
of the motors of the eyes. While this is true in the majority 
of cases and that the position of the images in relation to one 
another, will signify the faulty muscles, there are other 
causes which frequently give rise to double or multiple 
vision. In speaking of double vision in one eye, the Doctor 
states that it only happens when there is a defective spheri- 
city of the cornea. My friend Dr. Landolt, while I was with 
him in Paris, called my attention to several cases having two 
maculse of one eye and double vision of the one eye. These 
patients had no defect of the cornea or any of the media of 
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the eye. They were all hyperopic and had, or had had 
alternating convergent strabismus. 

I merely call attention to these facts as being of interest 
and worthy of mention. Respectfully, 

Plavbl B. Tiffany. 

Kansas City, Mo., July 18, 1888. 



CRAMPS IN THE LEGS. 

Editors St. Louis Medical and Surgical Journal : 

For more than twelve months I have been troubled with 
'^ cramps in my legs," often extending up the thighs. These 
attacks came on after retiring to bed, only to be relieved by 
walking up and down the floor for, often, an hour at a time. 
I tried both faradic and galvanic electricity without avail. 
I tried both moderate and rapid and severe exercise and found 
that the cramp was worse after walking than without it. 
Finally, in despair I wrote to Dr. Allan McLain Hamilton of 
New York, giving him my life history as to place of birth, 
etc., and he prescribed three to four grains of aqueous ext. 
ergot three times daily. After using this for three or four 
weeks, I feel entirely cured of my troublesome complaint. 

Very respectftiUy, 

Thos. H. Urquhart, M. D. 
Hastings, Neb., June 20, 1888. 



The Death of J. Milner Fothergill, the prominent medi- 
cal writer, was announced early in July. 

The Ontario Medical Association at its eighth annual 
meeting held in Toronto, Canada, elected the following offi- 
cers : President — Dr. W. H. Henderson, Kingston ; First Vice- 
President — Dr. Geikie, Toronto; Second Vice-President — Dr. 
Howitt, Guelph ; Third Vice-President — Dr. Day, Trenton ; 
Fourth Vice-Peesident — Dr. Aikman, Collingwood ; Correspond- 
ing Secretaries — Dr. Lovitt, Ayr ; Dr. Gillies, Teeswater ; Dr. 
Trimble, Queenstown ; and Dr. Leonard, Napanee ; General 
Secretary — Dr. D. J. Gibb Wishart, Toronto; Treasurer — Dr. 
N. A. Powell, Toronto. 
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Fbane L. James, Ph. D., M. D., ^ 

AND > Editors. 
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Terms, $2.00 per annum, in advance. Foreign Countries 
within the Postal Union, $2.26, 

All communications should be addressed to Box 626, St. Louis. 

OUR LOCAL MEDICAL SCHOOLS. 

Never in the history of our local institutions of medical 
education have preparations for the winter course begun so 
early or been conducted so vigorously as at present, and if we 
may judge from appearances never have the prospects for large 
and excellent classes in all of them been brighter or more 
cheering. Conversations with gentlemen actively connected 
with the management of each of our four schools, held within 
the past few days, develop the fact that the number of letters 
of inquiry concerning tuition and other subjects connected 
with the courses, has in each instance been largely in excess 
of those received in former years, and furthermore that these 
letters come in many instances from portions of the country 
from which St. Louis has hitherto not been able to draw 
students. 

These gratifying facts are due to several causes, chief of 
which are the very high standard of education which has ob- 
tained here in the past ; a rapidly extending knowledge of 
the advantages and facilities offered to students by St. Louis ; 
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a very great and marked increase in these advantages them- 
selves, and lastly (but not least) the adoption of more thor- 
ough and energetic methods in advertising the schools and 
bringing their merits home to physicians and prospective stu- 
dents all over the country. Not only is the mass of advertis- 
ing literature, in the shape of prospectuses and catalogues, 
much larger than ever before sent out, but better and more 
effective methods of distributing this matter have been 
adopted. The four schools have collectively sent out certainly 
not less than 200,(XX) catalogues, and probably more than this 
number — a fact in itself which shows how thorough the can- 
vass has been. From these catalogues we glean the following 
facts : 

THB MISSOURI MEDICAL COLLEGE. 

This, our oldest local institution, announces its 48th an- 
nual course to commence October 1, to continue five months 
from that date. This regular course is preceded by a short 
preliminary series of lectures on special subjects, which will 
begin on September 17th. It will be remembered that by an 
arrangement with the State, this school constitutes Section 2 
of the Medical Department of the State University at Colum- 
bia, and as such enjoys many advantages. The total obligatory 
fees for each year are $75.00, which sum is increased by $20.00 
if the chemical laboratory and biological laboratory courses 
are taken, both of which are optional and each of which costs 
$10.00. The hospitals connected with the College are St. 
John's, under charge of the Sisters of Mercy, the City Hospi- 
tal and the college clinics. Two courses only are insisted 
upon, but the Faculty earnestly advise a third. For cata- 
logues and further particulars, address Justin Steer, Ph. B., 
M. D., 703 Washington Avenue, St. Louis. 

THE ST. LOUIS MEDICAL COLLEGE. 

This is another old, well-established and favorably known 
school, which is now in its forty-seventh year of life and use- 
fulness. It is situated on the corner of Seventh St. and Clark 
Avenue, and is consequently in the heart of the city and easily 
accessible. The collegiate year begins Tuesday, Sept. 26, and 
ends Friday, May 24, 1889. Preliminary examinations will 
be held Saturday, Sept. 22, and Monday, Sept. 24. Three reg- 
ular annual courses of instruction are required as an essential 



92 Editorial Department. [Aug., 

to graduation^ the last of which must be the senior course of 
this school. The fees for each of the three courses are $90.00, 
which sum covers all demands except for matriculation ($5,<)0 
and paid but once), and an annual fee of $10.00 for laboratory 
supplies and anatomical material. The clinics to which the 
school has access are those of the Mullanphy, and the City 
Hospital, besides the college clinics. For further informa- 
tion, address Dr. J. S. B. AUeyne, Dean, 3132 Washington 
Avenue. 

THE COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS AND SURGEONS. 

Following the last named school, longo intervaUOf in point 
of age, is the St. Louis College of Physicians and Surgeons, 
located at Eleventh and North Market Sts., which opens its 
doors for its tenth annual course September 10, the term con- 
tinuing until the third Saturday of March, 1889. Two full 
terms are essential for graduation, but a third is recommended, 
and as an inducement to students to take it, no charges are 
made for it. The fees are $50.00 annually, with the usual ma- 
triculation fee, etc. The clinical facilities are those of the city 
institutions and the college clinic, which is a large and con- 
stantly growing one. The school added last year a department 
of dentistry and have secured the services of most excellent 
teachers and operators in the same. The fees in this depart- 
ment are the same as for the balance of the curriculum 
($50.00), the third year being free. For further information, 
address the dean. Dr. Louis Bauer, 515 Pine St., St. Louis. 

BEAUMONT HOSPITAL MEDICAL COLLEGE. 

The college buildings of this institution are located at the 
comer of Sixteenth and Walnut Sts., and are easily accessi- 
ble by street railways from any portion of the city. The 
next regular term will commence Oct. 3, but a preliminary 
course of one month will be given. The course of study em- 
braces two obligatory terms a third (free) course being recom- 
mended to all. The total fees for the first course amount to 
$70.00, and for the second course $90.00. The clinical facili- 
ties embrace those of the City Hospital and the Central Hos- 
pital and a large college clinic. The buildings of this school 
are most convenient, the dissecting room being especially 
large and well lighted. The amphitheatre is also well ar- 
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ranged and in the annual announcement there is a tally sheet 
of the seats thereof, which enables a prospective student to 
pick out his seat in advance. Any further information con- 
cerning this school may be obtained by addessing the Dean, 
Dr. W. Outten, or the Secretary, Dr. W. A. McCandless, 
Beaumont Hospital Medical College, St. Louis. 

ST. LOUIS OOLLEGB OF PHABMACY. 

This school is now in its twenty-third year, and consti- 
tutes the Pharmaceutical Department of the Missouri Medi- 
cal School. It is situated in the heart of the city, on Sixth 
St., near Spruce. The buildings are commodious and were 
designed expressly for the purpose of teaching pharmacy — a 
fact which can be stated of but few such institutions in this 
country. The laboratories are large and supplied with appar- 
atus, instruments and facilities for study and demonstration, 
in a manner and to an extent that is surpassed by none and 
equalled by but few in the United States. The chemical 
laboratory and department is under our well known local 
author and savant, Prof. Ghas. 0. Curtman, who is assisted 
by Mr. De Lagnel Haigh, a rising young chemist. Dr. Otto 
A. Wall, also well known as an author on pharmaceutical 
subjects has the chair of materia medica and botany; Mr. J. 
M. Good, of Jefferson Avenue and Olive St., is dean of the 
faculty and professor of pharmacy. Francis Hemm, an ener- 
getic and thoroughly qualified young pharmacist, has the 
chair of practical pharmacy — a very important one, and his 
fitness for which Professor Hemm has demonstrated in a very 
practical manner, viz.: by having his students prepare lines 
of pharmacopoeial preparations for exhibition at the college 
and at the meetings of the State Pharmaceutical Association. 
One such exhibition is worth more as a testimonial to a school 
than pages of eulogies in journals and newspapers. Micros- 
copy is also taught in a practical manner, the chair being 
occupied by Prof. H. M. Whelpley who has a large and well 
appointed laboratory and cabinet. All in all, we take pleas- 
ure in recommending this school to the kindly notice of physi- 
cians who may have sons or students who wish to devote 
themselves to scientific pharmacy. 
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THE MISSISSIPPI VALLEY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 

This Association is perhaps one of the most important 
after the American Medical as it embraces in its membership 
the physicians of that vast territory known as the Mississippi 
Valley. Since its inception its meetings have been well at- 
tended and one of the principal features which has dis- 
tinguished it has been the large number of scientific com- 
munications of value. This has been marked to such a degree 
that it is more than probable that, at future meetings, the 
society will have to be divided into sections in order to give 
the members an opportunity to read their papers and discuss 
them, instead of having to read a large number of titles as 
heretofore. / 

It is the earnest desire of all the old members to have as 
many members of the profession as possible attend the next 
meeting, which promises to eclipse all former gatherings both 
in point of attendance and in respect to the papers presented. 
No one having any degree of interest in the advancement of 
medicine can afford to be absent upon this occasion. That 
the members and those who attend will enjoy and profit by 
the occasion we are ready to give assurance. That they will 
be entertained we can also safely predict, as they have always 
been so in the past. We heartily welcome the profession of 
the Mississippi Valley and out of it to be with us on the 
occasion of the meeting of the Mississippi Valley Medical 
Association at St, Louis on Sept. 11, 12 and 13 of this year. 

VALERIUS IDELSEN, M. D. 

This gentleman has long been known in English and 
French medical journalism as almost the sole source of in- 
formation concerning current Russian and Polish Medical 
literature — a literature which, as is well known to all who 
have followed Dr. Idelsen's articles in the London Medical 
Record, the Provincial Medical Journal and other English, and 
French journals, is of great and daily growing value and 
importance. 

The editors and proprietors of the St. Louis Medical and 
Surgical Journal take great pleasure therefore in announc- 
ing that they have made arrangements with Dr. Idelsen to 
furnish us with a monthly summary of all that is most recent 
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and valuable in Russian and Polish medical journalism, and 
we present in the current number the first installment of mat- 
ter from his pen. 

This summary, along with our usual selections from the 
French, German, Italian and Spanish periodicals make each 
number of the Medical and Surgical Journal the most com- 
plete epitome of foreign medical literature published in 
America. 



Department of Zniaoscopg* 

CONDUCTED BY 

Frank L. Jambs, Ph. D., M. D., of St. Louis. 

Paper for Cleaning Lenses. — Prof. Simon Gage of Cor- 
nell University, strongly recommends the Japanese paper 
napkins for wiping and cleaning lenses. The writer can, 
from several years personal experience, thoroughly endorse 
all that Prof. Oage says. I used prior to the Japanese 
paper the ' silver tissue' used by jewellers for wrapping fine 
jewelry, silverware, etc. Both papers are entirely free 
from kaolin and other material likely to scratch or injure 
lenses, and as they can be had at ' next to nothing ' a fresh 
piece can always be used — thus avoiding the dust of the 
atmosphere which settles on everything exposed even for a 
few minutes in large cities. 

The American Society of Microscopists. — We have 
received notice from the Secretary, Prof. Burrill, that the 
date of the annual meeting, which was set for August 14th, 
has been changed by the Executive Committee to August 
21st — one week later. This has been rendered necessary by 
the action of the Executive Committee of the American 
Association for the Advancement of Science, who recently 
postponed the meeting of that association for one week, and 
as many of the members of the Society of Microscopists are 
also members of the latter, the change was made in order to 
avoid a conflict in dates . The meeting will be held at Co- 
lumbus, and every arrangement has been made to insure its 
success. We anticipate the largest and best gathering ever 
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held by the Society, and hope to receive a large accession to 
our membership rolls. Every member should strain a point 
to be present. 

The Unit of Microscopical Measurements.— Consid- 
erable confusion has grown up of late, not only in this coun- 
try, but in England and Continental Europe by the use of the 
word *' micromillimetre'' as synonymous with "mikron," 
and thus designating the micrometrical unit, viz : one one- 
thousandth part of a millimetre. A paper on the subject 
from the pen of Prof. A. W. Ruecker, and published in 
Nature (No. XXXVII, 1888, p. 388) calls attention to the fact 
that by the action of the Royal Society on the report of its 
Committee on the selection of Dynamical and Electrical 
Units, the term mega is used to denote multiplication, and 
micro for division, by one million ; and hence as a m^ga mil- 
limetre would mean a million millimetres, so a micro-milli- 
meter should, and does, signify one millionth of a millimetre. 
Micron or mikron^ however, means the one-thousandth part 
of a miUimetre and has already been adopted as a standard 
of microscopical measurements under this signification by 
numerous learned associations, among others we may remark, 
by the American Society of Microscopists. Prom the Jour- 
nal of the Royal Microscopical Society for June (No. 64, p. 
502) we are glad to note that this article of Professor Ruecker 
has been brought before the Council of the Society and that 
the latter adopted a resolution to the effect that the word 
micron (symbol m) should henceforth be used in the Journal 
and in the official proceedings of the Society in the place of 
micro-millimetre and to signify the microscopical unit of 
one one-thousandths of a millimetre. 

Rapid Stain for Tubercle Bacilli. — A correspondent 
asks for a rapid and reliable stain for tubercle bacilli. The 
following is one which we have been using with great satis- 
faction for some time past, and as a good demonstration of the 
presence (or absence) of the bacilli can be made by it in from 
30 to 90 seconds, we think that it leaves nothing to be desired 
on the score of rapidity. It is a modification of Neelsen's 
process, and is, if we remember correctly, the device of Dr. 
Glorieuz. The fiichsin stain is identical with that of Neel 
sen, viz : Fuchsin 5 grains, absolute alcohol 60 minims, car- 
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bolic add in crystals 20 grains, distilled water enough to make 
one ounce. Dissolve the carbolic aoid in the distilled water, 
and the fuchsin in the alcohol, and mix the solutions. 
Let stand with occasional agitation for 8 or 10 hours and filter. 
The modification comes in in the bleaching and contrast 
staining. Instead of using a separate fluid for each, Glorieuz, 
has devised an acid solution of methyl blue which performs 
both functions at once and* in the most perfect manner. It is 
made as follows: Take of sulphuric acid (c. p., specific 
gravity 1.85) 66 minims, absolute alcohol 100 minims, distill- 
ed water sufficient to make one fluid ounce. Mix the acid 
and water, let cool and add the alcohol. Then add, a little at 
a time and with constant stirring, methyl blue to saturation. 
Let stand for several hours and filter. 

In use, the cover glass is immersed in the fuchsin for a 
few seconds ; rinse and drop into the acid blue stain, and 
leave for a similar length of time; rinse, dry, and mount as 
in other processes. 

The real cause of failure in making good clear permanent 
preparations lies, usually, not so much in the stains and stain- 
ing as in the preliminary preparation and manipulation of 
the sputum or other material. Most physicians, especially 
those who think, like a correspondent alluded to elsewhere, 
that the minutiae and details insisted upon by practical micro- 
scopists are '^useless technicalities" adopted to make '' mi- 
croscopy as burthensome and troublesome as possible," think 
that if they smear the crude sputum on the coverglass, and 
pass it through the flame of a lamp a few times they have 
prepared the material for staining, and are disappointed if 
they do not get good results. Biedert's method of preliminary 
manipulation is that preferred by me. It is as follows : Mix 
the sputum with double its volume of water and add to each 
tablespoonful of the mixture 5 minims of liquor sodse or 
potass» (preferably the former). Boil until perfectly fluid, and 
then add an equal volume of water and boil again. Let stand 
for a couple of days and then pour off the clear supernatant 
fluid. Add a little fresh egg albumen to the residue, mix and 
prepare the coverglasses with the mixture. Thus prepared 
you will have a mount of tubercle bacilli that will surprise 
you — ^not only as to the quantity of bacilli but as to the sharp- 
ness and clearness of the staining. 
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Stain for the Morphological Elements in Urine. — I 
have hitherto recommended for this purpose the ordinary 
aqueous solution of eosin. It acts rapidly and but a small 
amount is needed to give all the elements so decided a tinge 
that the most delicate hyalin cast will rarely escape the 
practiced eye. I recently made a solution of boro-eosin, fol- 
lowing the formula for boro-fuchsin given in this department 
some months ago, and after a number of experiments with it 
much prefer it for this purpose to the simple aqueous solu- 
tion above refered to. The new stain acts more rapidly and 
imparts a deeper and richer tinge to the elements. In 
nucleated elements the nuclei take the stain in a much 
more intense degree than does the balance of the structure, 
and as a consequence are clearly and sharply differentially 
stained by it. As to its lasting properties it is yet too early to 
speak ; but it is reasonable to suppose that it will be quite 
as permanent as the stain made with the aqueous solution 
of eosin. This, however^ is a secondary consideration, as the 
chief value of the stain is the rapidity and the ease with 
which it enables us to find otherwise difScult objects. The 
formula for boro-eosin is as follows : 

Eosin 10 parts. 

Sodium biborate, in powder 16 parts. 

Alcohol of 950 60 parts. 

Distilled water 415 parts. 

Dissolve the borax in half of the water. Add the alcohol to the 
remainder of the water, dissolve the eosin in the mixture, mix the 
the two solutions and filter. 

In using it, I allow the urine to stand in a conical glass 
until the suspended elements have in a great measure sub- 
sided. The clear supernatant fluid is syphoned or otherwise 
drawn off, and the stain added to the remainder. A few 
drops of perosmic acid solution is added at the same time. 
This gives the urine a dark or almost black appearance by 
direct light, but when examined with transmitted light the 
color is a deep rich ruby. A drop withdrawn and examined 
within a half hour after adding the stains will show all the 
elements well colored, the epethelia and granular casts es- 
pecially so. The hyalin casts will be suflSciently colored to 
be very distinct, but require more time for thorough staining. 
Permanent mounts of urine thus prepared will last a long 
time without deterioration, but for preservation I would ad- 
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vise the use of glycerin as hitherto described by me in this 
department. 

Illumination as a Source of Error in Micrometric 
Measurements. — None but those who have undertaken a 
systematic series of micrometric measurements can appre- 
ciate the perplexities which beset the path of exactness, and 
know how difficult it is, with the same apparatus and under 
apparently identical conditions, to attain any two sets of 
measurements which shall exactly tally. The sources of 
error, outside the personal equation, are so many and so great 
that the wonder is that our results come so near as they usual- 
ly do to each other. The removal, therefore, of any one 
of these sources is a matter of congratulation, and es- 
pecially so when the error is an important and constant 
one. This has recently been achieved by that remarkable 
mechanic,' Mr. Charles Fasoldt, Sr., of Albany, N. Y., of 
whose phenomenal rulings on glass and speculum metal we 
have several times made mention. He recently undertook a 
series of experiments in which he investigated with his usual 
thoroughness and delicate manipulative skill, the e£fect of il- 
lumination in the production of errors in measurement, and 
has kindly communicated the results to the writer hereof. 
They may be summed up as follows : 

*' The image of 4-10 inch was the object on which these 
measurements were made, and was ruled on a glass disc of 
No. 2 cover glass 0.007 inch in thickness. All measurements 
were taken on one and the same ruling, with the same micro- 
scope, objective, and eye-piece, under the same focus, and 
having the microscope in the same position continually, and 
only changing the mirror and excluding the one light while 
the other was used. The same temperature was maintained 
throughout the tests, and a number of comparisons were 
made at each position." 

When examined unmountedy the lines upward, using lamp- 
light and the concave mirror, the constant error was slightly 
in excess of 0.0001 inch. With the plane mirror, under the 
same circumstances the error was only half so much, or 
0.00005 inch. Illuminated through the objective the error 
was increased 50 per cent, and was therefore in excess of 
0.00015+ inch. 
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Unmauntedf the lines downward (as usually used in actual 
work) the result was for the two first conditions the same as 
ahove, but the error in illumination through the objective 
was reduced 50 per cent, giving consequently the same error as 
that occurring in the use of the plain mirror (viz : 0.00005). 

Mounted on glass, as almost invariably used in actual work, 
and examined by lamplight with the concave mirror, there 
was no error. The plane mirror gave an error of 0.00015 and 
the illumination by objective gave the relatively enormous 
error of 0.00031. 

Examined by daylight under the same conditions the con- 
cave mirror gave an error only slightly less than that of the 
objective illumination above viz : 0.00030, while the plane 
mirror gave 0.00020. 

Mr. Fasoldt adds by way of explanation, '*A Spencer 
objective was used for these measurements. But Bausch & 
Lomb, and Gundlach objectives were also tried, obtaining the 
same results. The microscope used is one constructed on 
my late patents, and has a micrometer for measuring, similar 
to a cobweb micrometer. But instead of cobwebs, three mova- 
ble steel pointers are used, which are worked as fine as this 
metal will permit. The stage is mechanical, and the main 
slide is moved with great precision by a fine screw 100 
threads per inch." 

It will be seen from the above that the only method of 
examination which gave no error was with the rulings 
mounted on glass, examined by lamplight, and with the con- 
cave mirror. 



Crime in Europe according to the latest statistics is thus 
summarized by Italia , the proportions being of individuals 
sentenced for homicide per 100,000 inhabitants : 



For Italy it is 

" Spam " 

Hungary 

Austria 

Belgium 

France 

Germany 

Great Britain 



....... 



.8.12 
.7.83 
.i6.09 
.2.34 
.1.78 
.1.66 
.1.11 

.o.eo 



This shows that Italy and Spain are in the van as people 
who kill. 
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A. H. Ohmann-Dumesnil, A. M., M. D., of St. Louis. 

Seborrhoea. — In his Atlas of Venereal and Skin Diseases, 
Dr. P. A. Morrow recommends the following treatment for 
seborrhoea of the scalp : First loosen all crusts ; then sham- 
poo with spiritus saponis kalinus and warm water and dry. 
After this apply the following ointment : 

Q Acidi tannic! 3i. 

Glycerini pari 3i» 

Petrolati 3ii. 

Ung. Aqaee BosiB 3j. 

M. Ft. ung. 

To prevent the re*formation of crusts apply : 

9 Sulfuris loti 3i. 

Adipis gi. 

M. 

Cold Cream. — The formula which we find in the U. S. 
Pharmacopoeia for making this preparation is as follows: 
Take of 

Expressed oil of Almonds 50 parts. 

Spermaceti 10 parts. 

White Wax 10 parts. 

Rose Water 30 parts. 

Melt the oil, spermaceti and wax, and then gradually add 
the rose water, stirring the mass constantly. I have found 
that if the quantity of wax be doubled the resulting mass is 
one of firmer consistency and makes a much better ointment 
base, as it does not melt so easily. It is stifier, and a thicker 
layer can be laid on. To make a delightful and antiseptic 
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''camphor-ice" add 10 parts of campho-phenique, to the 
melted wax and fats, instead of the rose-water. 

Scarlatiniform Erythema. — The principal point of inter- 
est connected with this affection is that of differential diag- 
nosis from scarlatina. It becomes a question as to whether 
the patient shall be confined to bed or permitted to be up 
and about. Dr. Bourdel details a case, in La France Midicale, 
in which a little girl of seven presented a scarlet eruption all 
over the body with the exception of the face ; not only this, 
but the pharynx was reddened. Yet there was no affection 
of the tonsils. On the other hand, there was complete 
apyrexia, the child felt gay, and there was no albumen 
in the urine. A question which arises is, as to what can 
be brought forward as a differential sign between a case of 
this kind (scarlatiniform erythema) and the so-called apyretic 
scarlatina of Cadet de Gassicourt. 

Oleum Cinereum Benzoatum in Syphilis.— Dr. Hart- 
tung, who is the assistant of Prof. Neisser, of Breslau, reports 
excellent results following the injection of oleum cinereum 
benzoatum (Neisser), in Vierteljahreaschrift fuer Dermatologie 
und Syphilis. The method of preparing this mercurial is as 
follows : Twenty parts of metallic mercury are rubbed with 
five parts of benzoin ether until complete evaporation of the 
ether has taken place. To this is added forty parts of 
paraffini liquid, purissim. The benzoin ether is made as fol- 
lows : 

9 iEther sulfur 40parts. 

Benzoes 20 parts. 

01. Amygdal. dale 6 parts. 

M Solve et filtra. 

The advantage claimed for the above over Lang's is that 
it remains uniform for a greater length of time. Lang's can 
be relied upon for about two weeks only. 

Extra-Genital Chancres. — Dr. A. Morel-Lavall^e pub- 
lishes, in the AnnaUs de Dermatologie et de Syphiligraphie, a 
list of the extra-genital chancres observed in Fournier's ser- 
vice from Feb. 1, 1887, to Feb. 1, 1888. The following is a 
table exhibiting the locality and number : Lip — upper, 
9; lower, 7; total 16 on 15 patients. Chin, 6 ; tongue (point), 
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2; eye, 2; cheeky 2; nose, 2; tonsil, 1; breast, 8; arms, 2; 
abdomen, 2 ; thigh, 1 ; hand and fingers, 3 ; neck, 2. Mak- 
ing a total of 48 cases of chancre occurring in 45 patients. In 
these cases at least 18 could be considered as of non-venereal 
origin. 

Electrolysis in Urethral Strictures. — This method ol 
treating strictures of the urethra is one which has long had 
very strong advocates, and it is daily becoming more popular. 
In a memoir presented to the French Academic de M6decine, 
J. A. Fort concludes that it is preferable to urethrotomy and 
dilatation. Urethrotomy he looks upon as a dangerous oper- 
ation. The author regards the linear electrolytic instruments 
as the most approved pattern. The instrument consists of a 
long bougie two millimeters thick, terminating in a filiform 
extremity. In its upper half it is pierced in the centre by a 




-^ 



Fig. 6. 

metallic wire which conducts the current to a triangular plate 
of platinum having dull edges. The annexed figure gives a 
good representation of it. There is no burning, no cutting, 
no absorption, but a chemical decomposition of the tissues. 

Tertiary Syphilis of the Lung and Phthisis. — The 
difi'erential diagnosis of these two dise^ises is thus given in the 
course of a series of lectures by Charles Mauriac, reported in 
the Oazette des HSpitaux : V. The seat of predilection of 
tuberculosis is at the apex of the lung ; in syphilis it is the 
middle zone, i. e., the right middle lobe, the lower part of the 
upper lobe and the upper part of the lower lobe. 2®. Her- 
edity plays an important part, seven-tenths of phthisical 
patients inheriting the tendency. 3^. The course of the 
disease is very slow when it is syphilis. 4^. The general 
symptoms are not at all alike. There are loss of weight, fever, 
functional disturbances of the stomach and liver in phthisis : 
In syphilis this is not the case, and the contrast between the 
general good condition and the gravity of the pulmonary 
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lesions is very marked. This is a very valuable point. 5^. 
The history of syphilis and the presence of lesions is very 
important. Gummata of the skin, exostoses, pharyngeal 
trouble, visceral syphilitic troubles, etc. 6^. The constant 
local elevation of temperature, at the site of tuberculous 
foci, is not found in syphilitic lesions of the lungs. 7^, The 
bacillus of tuberculosis is a sign of some value, although its 
presence is no proof of the absence of syphilis. 8°. Treat- 
ment is a criterion of value. When apparently irremediable 
pulmonary lesions yield with marvellous rapidity to the ef- 
fects of mercury and the iodides it is almost impossible to 
deny their syphilitic nature. 



Department of Diseases of tl^e €i}e anb €ar. 

CONDUCTED BY 

A. D. Williams, M. D., St. Louis. 

Medication of the Drum Cavity. — Years ago, following 
the recommendations of some of the German writers, I in- 
jected all kinds of solutions through the catheter into the 
drums. I soon gave up the practice, for the reason that I saw 
no good effects from the various medicines, while in a few 
cases I excited acute inflammation and quite severe suffering. 
This caused me to discontinue the injections. Some years 
since, I treated a man who had most distressing noises in one 
ear, which I was unable to modify or relieve in any way. So 
I concluded I would excite suppuration in the drum and, if 
possible, an abscess, in the hope that free suppuration would 
relieve the terrible noises. So I injected a solution of jequirity 
into the drum. This excited acute inflammation and was quite 
painful for a while, but no suppuration took place. I was dis- 
appointed in getting any good effects on the noises. 

This summer I treated a young man, whose drums were 
full of a tough muco-purulent secretion. I could free them 
by catheterization, but the secretion would promptly reform. 
Finally, I injected into the drums, several times, a saturated 
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solution of boracic acid in warm water. This soon dried up 
the secretions. Mild antiseptic solutions can be safely injected 
into the drums, but astringent solutions, as I think, do no 
good, and may do harm, and I have therefore abandoned 
them. 

Catheterization vs. Politzer's Method. — In all diseases 
of the Eustachian tubes and of the drums, which cause physi- 
cal obstruction in the tube or drum, or both, inflation in some 
way is the only effective treatment that can be employed. 
Consequently the best, because most effectual, method of in- 
flating becomes a matter of great importance. There are three 
methods in use : Catheterization, Politzer's, and the Valsal- 
vian method. The latter can be set aside as practically worth- 
less. Of the other two, I prefer catheterization, though more 
disagreeable and difficult, yet it is much more effective. For 
this reason, I uniformly use the catheter, except in young 
children and in grown persons in whom I am unable to pass 
the catheter on account of deformity or physical obstruction in 
the nose. In such cases, Politzer's method is a good substi- 
tute for, but not the equal of, the catheter. When I blow the 
air into the tube and drum through the catheter, I wash them 
out, as it were, with air, just as I wash the external ear out 
with water. When the catheter is used, a double stream of air 
is set up — one inward and the other outwards. The latter car- 
ries out before it all loose collections of mucus or pus. When 
Politzer's method is used, the air is merely forced into the 
drum, when all action ceases. There is absolutely no outward 
current, and consequently there can be no cleansing or empty- 
ing effect. For this reason mainly, catheterization is in effect 
far superior to Politzer's method. 

The Distortion of Obje(5^s by Disease of Retina. — It 
is a curious fact that in certain kinds of disease of the retina, 
external objects are wonderfully distorted. I lately treated a 
man, who was blind in one eye. Very recently an extensive 
central retinitis developed in the good eye, involving the en- 
tire region of the macula lutea. Extensive haemorrhage into 
the retina had taken place and the entire retinal area resem- 
bled a solid blood-clot. Vision was greatly impaired, but not 
destroyed. A singular and interesting feature of the impair- 
ment consisted in the distortion of the outlines of objects. 
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Looking at a straight perpendicular object, a telegraph pole 
for instance, the upper third seemed bent to the right at an 
angle of about 45°. Similarly the right third of a horizontal 
bar seemed deflected downward at about the same angle. 
These phenomena were uniform and persistent, having been 
observed by the patient ever since the retinitis had fully de- 
veloped. I am not able to give the final result, as the patient 
disappeared. The prospect, however, was that he would be- 
come nearly, if not totally, blind. 

Several years since, I treated a man who had double reti- 
nitis, involving the region of the macula lutea in each eye, of 
a specific character. In this case, external objects were also 
greatly distorted. In describing the distortion, the patient 
stated that in looking up and down the street the telegraph 
poles seemed to point in all directions : some even seeming to 
project horizontally across the street, low down, so that, had 
he not known that they stood upright, he would have **been 
afraid to walk the street, for fear of butting against the (to 
him) horizontal poles ! " 

Still another patient I remember, who had received a blow 
on one eye, which ruptured or injured the retina. This man 
also complained of the distortion of objects, when viewed with 
that eye : when, for instance, he would look at a straight ob- 
ject, as the door casing, it appeared as though a piece had 
been sawed out of one side, about the middle, and had been 
added to the opposite side. Other distortions were mentioned. 

I have observed a number of similar cases, but these are 
sufficient to show that in some peculiar formH of retinitis and 
injuries of the retina, very strange distortion of vision results. 

The only rational explanation of these phenomena which 
I can suggest, and it seems to be the one accepted by those 
who have given the matter any study, is that the visual his- 
tological elements of the retina (rods and bulbs) become dis- 
placed by the swelling, and consequently portions of the 
images of objects are distorted, the distortion being in propor- 
tion to the amount of displacement of the elements. Why, if 
this be the case, the phenomena of distortion are not more 
frequent and constant in retinites is difficult to say, unless it 
be that the disturbance of the elements takes place only under 
peculiar or unusual conditions. 
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Detachment of Retina always due to Detachment of 
the Vitreus. — At a recent stance of the French Soci^t^ d' 
Ophthalmologie, M. Gaupillat of Troyes reported three buc- 
cessiye cases of retinal detachment cured by the application 
of the actual cautery, the retina in each case being integrally 
restored. The report raised a discussion in the course of 
which M. Wecker asked the question " Why retinal detach- 
ments are so rebellious to treatment? " His own experiences 
proved to him that one reason was that detachment of the 

vitreus always precedes that of the retina. This detachment 
(that of the vitreus) may exist without giving much trouble 

or inconvenience if it be limited to the posterior segment of 
the eye^ but when it attacks the equatorial region a struggle 
commences between the vitreus, which retracts, and the retina 
which is normally more adherent in this region. There is a 
constant adhesion between the retina and the vitreus which 
retracts or draws forward. If now there is a break in the 
retina the liquid which has accumulated in front of this mem- 
brane, immediately passes behind it, and detachment is the 
result. It is the preexisting pathological adherence of the 
retina to the vitreus which renders nugatory all attempts at 
operation which are confined to the evacuation of the sub- 
retineal liquid. It would seem then to be necessary to loosen 
the retina from the already detached vitreus if we would op- 
pose the forward march of retinal detachment. 

These ideas were combatted by M. Boucheron who thought 
that the cause of retinal detachment must be sought for in the 
ciliary circle, and that detachments accompany and aggravate 
those of the retina, but do not play a causative role. 

M. Abadie was not willing to admit that the fibrillary trac- 
tion of the vitreus was the cause of retinal detachment. He 
was rather of the opinion that the phenomenon was due to an 
unequal extension of the myopic eye, the retina not being 
able to keep pace with the sclerotic in its exaggerated disten- 
sion. He was in the habit therefore of puncturing the detach- 
ment at once, and in order to prevent a return of the cause, 
performed sclerotomy. M. Gorecki agreed in every point 
with M. Wecker, and so did M. Meyer, who declared that the 
surgery of the future in these cases would be directed towards 
separating the already detached vitreus from the retina which 
it was trying to pull away. The discussion was closed by M. 
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Wecker who said that the views expressed by him were not 
new : they had been established a long time, but what was 
new in this direction was the fact recently established by 
Leber and Nordenson of the constancy of the alterations in 
the vitreus. The histological work of these gentlemen had 
proven that in all retinal detachments there was lesion 
{dichirure, a tearing) of the retina, although it was not always 
visible to the unaided eye. 

Freaks of Atropine from its Local Use. — Some years 
since, I had occasion to use a solution of atropine in an old 
lady's painful ear. After a few applications, the whole auricle 
and that side of the face suddenly swelled^ the skin of the 
auricle, particularly, becoming intensely red, as in acute ery- 
sipelas. At the time, I thought the inflammation of the skin 
was the result of some peculiar action of the atropine, but her 
family physician thought it was genuine erysipelas,which she 
had had before. The trouble, however, passed off promptly 
on discontinuing the atropine. Early this summer the same 
old lady had an ulcer on one cornea, for which I prescribed 
atropine solution. After a few applications to the eye, the 
same erysipelatous inflammation of the lids and the side of 
the face suddenly developed. There was dropsical effusion 
under the skin, giving it a sacculated appearance. Again I at- 
tributed the inflammation to a peculiar action of the atropine, 
but her physician again thought it was genuine erysipelas. 
Again the trouble promptly passed off on stopping the medi- 
cine. Some weeks later, a fresh ulcer developed in the same 
eye. I again prescribed atropine solution, and warned the 
patient and her friends that they might expect a return of the 
*' erysipelas '' after a few applications, and, if such were the 
case, to stop the remedy at once. Sure enough, after 
three or four applications, the same inflammation of the 
skin set in, more violently than on any previous occasion, nor 
did it cease until it involved the cutaneous surface of the whole 
body. It was accompanied by a general subcutaneous ef- 
fusion, extending from scalp to the soles of the feet. The old 
lady is normally **nothingbut skin and bones,'' but the effu- 
sion gave her the appearance of immense fatness. Her head 
swelled, the auricles became enormously enlarged, the eyes 
closed tightly ; in short, all the depressions of the body were 
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*^ leveled up." The skin was intensely red and the misery 
of the situation was intensified by an intolerable itching which 
she aggravated by scratching until exhaustion put an end 
to her power to scratch. On discontinuing the atropine, the 
entire train of phenomena rapidly subsided and disappeared. 
These exceptional effects of the local application of atro- 
pine certainly deserve the appellation of ** freaks" with 
which I have here designated them. Atropinism — inflamma- 
tion of the lids, is frequently observed as a result of the appli- 
cation of the medicament to the eyes; but this case of diffused 
atropinism accompanied by general anasarca is the first that 
I have ever seen or even heard of. It will be remembered 
that I have, in these pages, repeatedly recorded exceptional 
phenomena (suppression of urine, serious mental disturb- 
ances, somnambulism, etc.), referable to the local use of atro- 
pine after cataract and strabismus operations. Such mani- 
festations are evidently due to idiosyncrasies of the individual 
patients, and of course cannot be foreseen or guarded against. 



€xccrpts from Hussian anb poIisI| 3^^^^<^I^- 



CONDUCTED BY 



Valerius Idelsen, M. D,, of Berne, Switzerland. 



Ichthyol in Facial Erysipelas. — Dr. S. Preobrajensky, 
of Gorki, fully concurs (^Meditzinakoie Obozrenie, Nos. 9 and 10, 
1888, p. 949) with Byl'ieff, Sorokin {Provincial Medical Jour- 
nal, July, 1888), etc., regarding Unna's ichthyol as a truly 
beneficial remedy for erysipelas, and adduces a striking case of 
his own. The case was that of a gentleman of thirty- five, with 
severe erysipelas of the whole forehead and three-fourths of 
the face. The parts were painted (in the morning) with a 
mixture of equal parts of ichthyol and ether, and two 
parts of collodion, and left uncovered. About night-fall the 
temperature sank from 40.6° C. to 37°; the intense pain dis- 
appeared, and the morbid process ceased to spread, the patient 
making a rapid recovery. 
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On Reduction of Paraphimosis after the British 
(Young's) Method. — In the Meditzinskoie Obozrenie, Nos. 9 
and 10, 1888, p. 951, Dr. E. M. Penkin, of Kozelsk, expresses 
his regret that the best, easiest and simplest method for re- 
ducing paraphimosis remains somehow unnoticed by the bulk 
of international medical profession. The method [devis- 
ed by Dr. C. Young, of Yarm, in 1861, and afterwards, 
quite independently by Dr. R. M. O'Connor, of Lim- 
erick, vide the British Medical Journal, Jan. 6 and 20, 1883.] 
consists in winding ordinary twine firmly about the penis, 
from the tip backwards up to the middle of the mem- 
ber. On unwinding in two or three minutes, the reduction (by 
ordinary manipulation) can be effected without slightest dif- 
ficulty. Dr. Penkin has applied this ingenious plan in a large 
number of cases since 1885 (all in his country practice, 
where he meets on an average from 10 to 15 cases every 
year), and that invariably with best possible results, in 
recent and old cases alike. In every one of the cases the 
patient was discharged not later than in half an hour after 
his arrival. 

Bacteria in Hailstones. — According to the Polish month- 
ly Zdroujiey No. 2, 1888, p. 60, Dr. Bujivid (pronounced 
**Booivid''), of Warsaw, having subjected to a bacterioscopical 
examination a number of the hailstones which fell in that 
city during a severe hailstorm in 1887, has found that they 
contain numberless bacteria of several species, amongst which 
the bacillus ianthinus deserves to be mentioned in particu- 
lar. Up to date this rod-shaped bacterium was supposed to 
live only in putrescent waters, but Dr. Bujivid's researches 
clearly show that the microbe in question can float in the 
air with the vapor rising from such waters, and possibly, 
be carried away by wind at enormous distances. [It is not 
improbable that Dr. Bujivid's discovery will lead to a new 
theory of the spreading of various infectious diseases. At all 
events, his results deal a mortal blow to a popular but errone- 
ous opinion that a hail water is particularly ^^ pure " as com- 
pared with that from ordinary supplies. An analagous 
view in regard to ice water has been finally overthrown by 
Dr. T. Mitchell Prudden's bacteriological researches concern- 
ing the ice from the Hudson river. — ReporterJ] 
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'' Spontaneous'' Rupture of Spleen in Malarial Fever. 
— Dr. F. J. RomanofT, of (highly malarial) Vernyi, reports 
{Proceedings of the Omsk [^Siberian] Medical Society , Vol. IV, 
No. 11, p. 159) a very instructive case of the kind, which 
once more forcibly draws our attention to the paramount im- 
portance of being most cautious in examinations of the spleen 
in malarial cases. A previously healthy soldier, aged 29, 
was admitted with symptoms of severe remittent malarial 
fever of only three days' standing (according to the man's as- 
sertions.) The lower edge of the spleen was felt about two 
fingers' breath below the ribs, while the upper one reached 
the 7th rib. About two days after his admission the man 
suddenly died, with all the signs of internal hemorrhage. At 
the necropsy there were found in the abdominal cavity 
four pounds of fluid blood, and a blood-clot weighing 
one pound and covering the spleen in a cap-like manner. 
The organ measured 18x13 centimeters and weighed two 
pounds, its capsule being extremely tense. The anterior sur- 
face of the spleen was traversed by a rent, six centimeters 
long, while its external aspect was crossed in various direc- 
tions with twenty ragged fissures, varying in length from one- 
half to two centimeters. The heart contained several small, 
colorless clots. 

Hypodermic Injections of Corrosive Sublimate and 
Carbolic Acid in Erysipelas. — In the Meditzinskoie Obozrenie 
Nos. 9 and 10, 1888, p. 948, Dr. M. Strizover, of Soroki, Bes- 
sarabia, highly recommends hypodermic injections of a solu- 
tion of corrosive sublimate (one grain) and carbolic acid (ten 
grains in two ounces of distilled water) in erysipelas of all 
varieties. The method as it has been extensively practiced 
by him during the last two years, is briefly this : A Pravaz 
syringeful of the solution is injected under the skin^at several 
points, one or two drops at each. This procedure is followed 
by rubbing into the parts the same fluid by means of a piece 
of cotton wool for several seconds, after which the parts are 
covered with a piece of gauze or linen soaked in the solution, 
then with a layer of wadding, and ultimately bandaged with 
a gauze roller. The dressing is changed in six or eight hours. 
As a rule, a single injection proves to be sufficient to cut 
short the morbid process and to rapidly bring about a com- 



112 Editorial Dbpartment. [Aug., 

plete recovery. To adduce a brilliant illustrative case : A 
weaver of twenty was admitted with intense erysipelas of the 
whole left lower limb, high fever (41** C), delirium, etc. 
Late in the evening the injection was made. On the next 
morning early the temperature was found to be 38^ C, red- 
ness, tenderness, swelling strikingly decreased, the patient 
feeling comfortable. On the third day the limb was normal. 

Microbes in the Stomach of Nurslings. — In the 
Vratch, Nos. 21 and 22, 1888, Dr. M. D. Van Puteren describes 
his bacterioscopical researches undertaken in the laboratory 
of the St. Petersburg Lying-in Hospital and Nursling Home 
{Vospitatelny Dom)^ in order to elucidate the question whether 
there are constantly present any micro-organisms in the 
healthy suckling's stomach or not. The material was ob- 
tained by means of a sterilized catheter (Nelaton's, Nos. 8 to 
10), from 40 healthy infants (21 boys, 19 girls), aged from 3 
to 77 days. The results are these : 1^. The stomach of 
healthy sucklings under two months may contain microbes of 
various species only purely accidentally. 2®. The quantity 
of the microbes which happen to be present in the child's 
stomach, stands in a direct connection with that of the bac- 
teria in its mouth. 3^. Hence, a most scrupulous clean- 
liness in regard to the suckling's mouth represents an impor- 
tant means for preventing any microbes penetrating into the 
infant's stomach. 4^. Such cleanliness is indicated the more 
urgently that, during the first two or three months of life, 
the suckling's gastric juice remains but very slightly acid 
— ^in other words, possesses by far less pronounced disinfec- 
ting or parasiticide power than the adult stomach's secretion. 

Quinine in Influenza. — In the Moscow bi-weekly Medi- 
zinskoie Obozrenie, Nos. 9 and 10, 1888, p. 946, Dr. Pombrok 
says that quinine represents an excellent remedy for influenza 
(grippe) in children, the statement being based on upwards of 
a hundred cases of his own, treated by the drug. In recent 
cases (of one or two days standing) the alkaloid is said to 
invariably cut short the disease, the temperature returning to 
the standard in twelve or twenty-four hours, never later than 
thirty-six hours. Nasal catarrh, cough, lachrymation and aural 
shooting pain strikingly subside after a couple of doses,while 
malaise disappears not less rapidly to give place to the sense 
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of well being. In such cases which come under treatment at 
later stages (a week or so after the first symptoms), quinine 
proves powerless to abort the course of influenza, but still pro- 
duces quite a peculiar favorable influence on the patient's 
general state, fever, and even on nasal and bronchial catarrhs. 
As to the dose, one grain of hydrochlorate of quinine was 
given by Dr. Pombrok twice daily to an infant of eight 
months, or three grains twice a day to child of eight years. 
On the whole. Dr. Pombrok's experience is fully in accord 
with that of Professor N. F. Filatoff, of Moscow, who has 
emphatically recommended the quinine treatment of grippe 
in children in 1883. 

Larkspur in Ulcers and Fractures. — Several months 
ago, at a meeting of the Caucasian Medical Society, Dr. Eu- 
gene I. Krasnogladoff, of Tiflis, communicated an interesting 
case of an elderly, emaciated lady, suffering from intractable, 
ever enlarging, extensive crural ulcers of an obscure (proba- 
bly a syphilitic plus scrofulous) origin, and of twenty years 
standing, who, after an as persistent as useless treatment by 
all possible means, had permanently cured herself in about 
three weeks by the daily external and internal use of the root 
of larkspur (^Delphinium consolidaj one of the Ranuncu' 
laceas)^ as recommended to her by a local soldier. Referring 
to Dr. Krasnogladoff's striking case, Dr. Pavel 0. Sklotovsky, 
of Kislovodsk says (Proceedings of the Caucasian Medical So- 
ciety, No. 15, 1888, p. 457) that the same root is used in Rus- 
sian popular medicine, also as an excellent dressing material 
for bone fractures of all varieties, in pigs, sheep, goats, 
etc. The Russian popular name of the plant being jivokostj 
or "live bone," from the words ^^jivit cost,^^ that is, '*to 
enliven or revive (dead or diseased) bones," since it is sup- 
posed to possess that power in the highest degree. A fresh 
root is washed out in cold water, and then triturated with 
fresh raw lard until a viscid paste is obtained. After a bone- 
setting procedure and washing out the limb, the paste is 
spread in a thick, even layer over the site of the fracture, as 
well as above and below it. The limb is then wrapped 
in a clean, soft rag, covered with wadding, and put into appro- 
priate splints. The dressing is removed not before the ani- 
mal begins to walk quite freely and easily. Fractures (even 
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compound and comminuted) when treated in such a manner, 
are said to completely heal about three times more rapidly 
than when treated after ordinary plans. Dr. Sklotovsky sup- 
poses that the root of larkspur contains some antiseptic prin- 
ciple, the dressings described behaving much in the same 
way as that of Lister. The Caucasian Medical Society is 
about to undertake a collective investigation in regard to the 
pharmacodynamic and therapeutic properties of the root. 

Microbes of Pyaemia and Septicaemia. — Dr. L. V. Bes- 

ser, of St. Petersburg, writes in the Vratch, Nos. 19 and 20, 
1888, that he has examined, bacterioscopically, blood, pus 
and parenchymatous fluid from organs in 23 cases of pyaemia. 
In 8 cases the staphylococci albi and aurei were found ; in 
14 the streptococci; and in 1, the streptococci and staphylococci 
simultaneously. The microbes were discovered (a) during 
the patient's life, in pus in every one of 20 cases examined ; 
in blood, in 11 of 12 ; and in parenchymatous serum, in 1 of 
1. (b). After death, in pus, in 17 of 17 ; in blood, in 9 of 
14 ; and in organs, in 9 of 14. Dr. Besser's predecessors de- 
scribed 23 additional cases of pyaemia, in 14 of which staphy- 
locci ; in 7 streptococci, and in 2 both of them were met. 
Therefore, of 46 cases of pyaemia (examined bacterioscopi- 
cally up to date), in 22 staphylococci, in 21 streptococci; 
and in 3 both of the microbes were found. Hence, Dr. Besser 
concludes that typical pyaemia can be caused both by the 
streptococcus and staphylococcus alike. Like some other 
authors, he happened to observe that the staphylococcus 
aureus could transform, under certain conditions, into the 
staphylococcus albus, and vice versa. He was unable to 
discover the slightest difference between the microbes of sup- 
puration and those of pyaemia ; the former being absolutely 
identical with the latter. In another paper (Frafc/i, 
No. 20, 1888) Dr. Besser states that he has examined, 
22 additional cases of traumatic septicaemia, and found 
the streptococcus in every one of them. During the 
patients' life he discovered the microbe (a) in blood in 
4 of 16 cases examined ; (h) in pus or fluid discharge 
from the primary focus, in 17 of 17 ; (c) in urine, in 3 of 4 , 
arid (d) in sputa, in 3 of 3, while after death the micro-organ- 
ism was present (a) in blood, in 7 of 15 ; (6) in organs, in 16 
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of 18 ; and (c) in pus or uterine discharges, in 12 of 12. In 6 
of 22 the staphylococci were simultaneously detected, side by 
side with masses of bacteria of many other species. In 
3 cases, however, the streptococcus alone could be found. Dr. 
Besser's general corollary from this series of important 
researches, is to the effect that septicaemia (of any etiological 
kind) is produced solely by the streptococcus, whose vital pro- 
ducts are thought to be " prepared at a local laboratory " (in 
primary focus) to pass into and fatally poison the patient's 
system. The microbe itself penetrates into the organism but 
very seldom (seemingly only in articulo mortis). He believes 
that his views are substantially supported by at least 17 of 
18 cases of septicsemia selected from international litera- 
ture, where a bacterioscopical examination was carried out. 



JHebical progress. 

THERAPEUTICS. 



Lotion for Abrasions of the Genitals. — The following 
is strongly recommended : Dissolve in a pint of hot water 
two drachms of borax and add twenty drops of essence of 
peppermint. 

For Cleaning off Smegma, and greasy applications used 
in treating balanitis and similar conditions, there is nothing 
equal to benzin. The application is painless and it cleans 
the surface without rubbing. It also seems to have a curative 
effect upon ulcerations. 

Indian Hemp in Migraine. — About sixteen years ago 
Richard Green called attention to the use of cannabis indica 
in the treatment of migraine. In a late number of The Prac- 
titioner he again calls attention to the subject. He recom- 
mends the alcoholic extract as the best form of the drug to pre- 
scribe and nothing but the freshly made preparation can be 
relied upon. One-third of a grain taken, in pill form, every 
night or every night and morning, is generally sufficient to 
begin with. In severe cases the dose may be quickly raised 
to half a grain or even two-thirds. The author has never 
seen any unpleasant symptoms follow this course. 
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Substitute for Salicylate of Bismuth. — Salicylate of 
magnesium, which is proposed as a substitute for the salicy- 
late of bismuth, is prepared by adding magnesium carbonate 
to a boiling saturated solution of salicylic acid as long as the 
latter will dissolve it. The solution is filtered and allowed 
to crystallize out. The resultant crystals are long and acicu- 
lar, have a bitter taste, are devoid of odor, and are easily solu- 
ble in water and alcohol. It can be used in doses of from 50 
to 100 grains daily without inconvenience. 

Hot Water for Hsemorrhoids. — M. Empis^ recalling the 
good efiects of very warm or hot water in hsemorrhages of the 
nasal fossae, made application of a sponge dipped in hot water 
to bleeding and painful protruding hsemorrhoids with excellent 
effect. We have seen rapid and exhausting bleeding from 
the same cause, accompanied with excruciating pain, stopped 
almost instantly by placing the fundament in a bowl of very 
warm water. The latter should be as hot as can be borne. 
Injections of hot water are similarly efficacious when the 
trouble is within the anus. A rubber nozzle should be used, 
as metal gets too hot to be comfortable. 

Habitual Constipation. — The so-called Vichy powder 
much used in France and Germany in the treatment of habi- 
tual constipation, is according to Dr. Bardet, in Nouveaux 
Rem^des^ prepared as follows : 

^; Follicles of senna (treated with alcohol) in powder ...3 iss. 

Sublimed Sulphur 3 iss. 

Fennel in powder gr. 1. 

Cream tartar, in powder 3 ss. 

Licorice, in powder 3 ij. 

Sugar, in powder, enough to make 3 ij* 

Dose, from one to two teaspoonsful daily. It is best taken in 
a little water. It is needless to remark that like all senna prepara- 
tion, it is apt to gripe if taken in large doses. 

Compression of the Head, as a mode of relief in ceph- 
alalgias has been practiced time out of mind. Indeed, it 
seems to be instinctive, as we are all aware that even little 
children will frequently press the head firmly with the hands 
when suffering with headache. Among the southern negroes, 
especially among those of African birth or immediate descent, 
nothing was more common '' before the war" than to see in- 
dividuals with a stout string firmly and tightly bound eround 
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the brow and worn as an antidote to headache. M. Fr^re has 
recently (in the Journal de Midecine) called attention to the 
value of the process in certain forms of headache and migraine, 
and has devised a very ingenious and simple apparatus for 
applying it. 

The Valuelessnes? of Iodoform in Tubercle. — Rousing 
has made a special study of the action of iodoform on tuber- 
cle bacilli, and has come to the conclusion that it is practi- 
cally worthless as an agent against them. The Lancet com- 
mentary on the article of Rovsing says that he '^ has found 
that the growth of tubercle is in no way retarded by the pres- 
ence of a very considerable quantity of iodoform. He has 
more than once inoculated the two eyes of a rabbit with pure 
and iodoformed tubercle respectively, and has invariably 
found that the morbid process was communicated to the eye 
containing the iodoformed tubercle some time before the other 
was affected, the irritation produced by the iodoform in the 
tissues appearing to cause them to form a more suitable soil 
for the development of tubercle than those of the other eye, 
which were not similarly exposed to irritation." 

Treatment of Paroxysms of Gout. — Dr. Gallois' treat- 
ment, as given in Nouveaux Rem^deSy is as follows : 

9 Distilled lettuce water S iisB. 

Syrup of Five Roots S v. 

Tmctnre of colchicam seed m. z-xt. 

Tincture of aconite root m. zv. 

Tincture of digitalis m. z. 

Mix and divide into 4 doses, all of which are to be taken in 
the course of 24 hours. 

If relief is not given try the following : 

!Q; Extract of guaiacum grs. xzxij 

Tincture of colchicum seed. 

Tincture of digitalis, of each m. xv. 

Simple syrup S vi. 

Mix. Dose a tablespoonful repeated every 2} or 4 hours, accord- 
ing to the urgency of the case. 

The syrup of '*five roots" (ayrupus e quinque radicibus) is 
officinal in the French Codex and is made by infusing for 24 
hours in 40 ounces of boiling water 5 ounces each of roots of 
Apium, Foeniculum and Apium petroselinum. Strain and set 
aside. Take 6 ounces each of root of Asparagus and Rusd 
aeuleatiy and 6 pints of water, boil down to 3 pints, adding 
towards the end the filtrate of the first infusion. Boil again 
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for a few moments, strain and add 6 lbs. white sugar. It is 
aperient and diuretic, and was formerly much prized in ob- 
structions of the liver, spleen, etc., and in dropsy. 

PHYSIOLOGICAL AND PATHOLOGICAL NOTES. 

Microbe of Articular Rheumatism. — Dr. Popoff, of St. 
Petersburg, claims to have discovered the specific microbe of 
arthritis, in the blood of patients under his charge. It will 
be remembered that this claim was made four years since by 
our old friend, Dr. Ephraim Cutter, of New York, who read 
a paper on the subject before the American Society of Micro- 
scopists at the Rochester meeting. We do not know as yet, 
however, whether the Popoflf microbe is identical with that of 
Dr. Cutter, or another organism altogether. 

New Method of Obtaining Vaccine Virus. — Grigg's 
method of obtaining vaccine virus without opening the pus- 
ture is ingenious and easily performed. A drop of anhydrous 
glycerin is placed upon the center of the pustule and the lat- 
ter gently rubbed with the end of a glass rod drawn to a point. 
In the course of a couple of minutes the drop has increased 
to double its former size, the accretion being pure lymph. 
The vaccination is made with the fluid thus obtained, and 
those who have tried the plan are loud in its praises. 

Virulence of Tuberculous Matter. — MM. Cad^ac 
and Malet have made researches and a number of experi- 
ments in regard to the virulence of tuberculous matter which 
has been dried, putrefied and frozen. These gentlemen have 
come to the conclusion (^Lyon Midicat) that whether this mate- 
rial undergoes dessication, such as we observe daily in rooms, 
or putrefies in the excreta, or in other methods, or in bodies 
left on the surface of the soil as occurs in the country, the 
micro-organism always resists the modifications of the tissues 
enclosing it. It will continue to thrive for a long time in all 
media, no matter what the external temperature is. Thus it 
is adapted to all climates, and like the famed Phoenix, rises 
from its own ashes endowed with new powers. 

Gout in a Child of Fifteen. — M. Gaucher has reported 
to the Soci6t6 M6dicale des H6pitaux, the case of a child 
aged fifteen who complained of a pain situated at the meta- 
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carpo-phalangeal articulation of the left great toe. The pain 
appeared suddenly in the morning, and was accompanied by 
swelling. The otiier joints were unaffected; no fever and no 
albuminuria. A fall on the left knee some time previously 
was the only traumatism recorded in the case. The parents 
were not gouty, but the mother is arthritic. The absence of 
affections of the other joints, the rapid onset of the trouble, 
its localization, led to the diagnosis of gout, notwithstanding 
the fact that it is rare to find it in so young an individual. 
The attack lasted three days, the treatment being the appli- 
cation of poultices to the joint and salicylate of sodium 
internally. 

The Preservation of Cadavers at the Institut Ana- 
tomique de Bordeaux is thus described in Le Progrhs MSdical : 
Reduce 20 lbs. of sodium borate (the crystaline, containing 10 
equivalents of water, i. e., borax) to a fine powder which will 
pass through a No. sieve, and putting it into a vessel of 
proper size pour on it, a little at a time and thoroughly mix 
with it 34 lbs. of glycerin of 30° B. Heat, at a temperature of 
80° C. (=176° F) until solution is complete, and strain through 
a piece of flannel. The resultant fluid is of syrupy consist- 
ence which it would be very diflftcult to inject into the smaller 
vessels, but this diflBiculty is obviated by the addition of suffi- 
cient alcohol to bring it to a proper consistency. The bodies 
are then injected with this fluid either by the carotid or 
femoral artery. Bodies upon which autopsies have been held 
must be treated somewhat more elaborately. After injecting 
by each femoral and brachial artery, the body is placed face 
downward in a vat of the fluid (alcoholized as before) and left 
therein for 24 hours. It is then in a condition in which it 
will remain unaltered for a very considerable time. The 
fluid may be used over and over again if, after each time that 
a body has been immersed therein, it is filtered through ani- 
mal charcoal and fresh borax crystals in excess are added. 
After standing for 24 hours it is again ready for use. 

0BSTETBI08 AND DISEASES OF WOMEN AND CHILDREN. 

Laparotomy for Tubal Pregnancy. — Dr. Joseph East- 
man, of Indianapolis, performed laparotomy 4)n July 11, last, 
for what he supposed was an ovarian tumor. Upon opening 
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the abdomen it was found to be a tubal pregnancy and the 
child, in the eighth month, was extracted alive. At last ac- 
counts the mother and child were doing well and we learn 
from Dr. Eastman that he has good grounds to expect a com- 
plete success. This is the first time that this exceedingly 
rare operation has been performed in the West. Another in- 
teresting point is the fact that there was no rupture of the 
tube, this occurring generally within two months. 

The Blood in Pregnancy. — Dr. Paul J. Meyer communi- 
cates to the Archiv, fuer GrynaRcologie the result of his studies 
in the alterations which take place in the blood during 
pregnancy. He adopted as a standard of normality the esti- 
mates made from specimens of blood obtained from ten mid- 
wives, non-pregnant and in good health, viz. : 5 9 cubic mil- 
limeters of red blood corpuscles to each cubic centimetre of 
fluid, the richness in haemoglobin being 85.4%. Thirty-seven 
gravid women were examined with the following results : In 
the last months of pregnancy the quantity of red blood 
corpuscles fell to 5.2 cubic millimetres (a diminution of 0.7 
cm.) per cubic centimetre, and the percentage of haemoglobin 
fell to 77.6%. Immediately after parturition the figures com- 
menced to return toward, and within two weeks had reached, 
the normal standard. 

Hsemorrhagic Affedtions in Pregnancy and the Puer- 
peral State. — In the Deutsche Mediciniache Zeitung, condensed 
from the Archiven fuer Oynsskologiey M. Wiener relates the 
following remarkable cases : A woman who had enjoyed per- 
fect health up to her 2ith year, was prematurely 
brought to bed in the seventh month of pregnancy by violent 
nephritic pains which ceased upon delivery. A redness simi- 
lar to the flush of scarlatina, accompanied by spots of darker 
red, like flea bites, then overspread the face. In the evening 
of the same day the urine became bloody and the temperature 
at once rose to 38°.4 C. (101° P.). On the following day the 
patient experienced violent pains in the head and the erup- 
tion spread over the whole body, being accompanied with 
numerous lenticular sanguineous effusions of a clear red color. 
The conjunctivae became bloodshot, the expectoration san- 
guinolent, and the urine was loaded with blood. The genital 
organs meanwhile showed no peculiar phenomena, and the 
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lochia were sanguinolent but inodorous. The pulse rose to 
88, but the temperature remained at about 101^ F. At night 
bloody discharges from the bowels occurred and at 11 o'clock 
she died. The child died soon after delivery, the body show- 
ing no ecchimoses. Fourteen days afterward the sister of the 
deceased died after and amid identical phenomena, having 
aborted in the sixth month of pregnancy. The pain in the 
kidney and of the head signalled the onset of the attack, the 
same exanthem and similar hemorrhages accompanied it, and 
death occurred in the identical manner, save that the tem- 
perature in this case reached 104^.1 F. and the pulse 104. All 
symptoms of septicaemia were absent. The last decedent had 
seen and been with her sister during her attack and had with- 
out doubt been then and there infected, the period of incuba- 
tion being fourteen days. Wiener pronounces the disease 
purpura violosa, but the diagnosis is not a certain one since no 
autopsy was made. 

SURGERY. 

Treatment of Wounds. — The question of the proper 
method of dressing wounds was discussed not long since in 
the Soci6t^ de Chirurgie. M. Tr^lat stated that he formerly 
held that the conditions that were essential for the union of 
wounds were asepsis, perfect coaptation and an easy outlet 
for the products of secretion. To-day he believes the first 
two conditions are sufEicient. Coaptation, of course, is not 
possible in every case ; but it is in the great majority, and in 
these latter he discards all drainage. If perfect asepsis has 
been obtained and coaptation is not exact, there may be a 
sero-sanguinolent discharge. The size of the wound plays no 
part, however. 



Meco-narceine has been studied by M. Laborde, and his 
work given to the Academic de M6decine in the shape of a 
report on its chemical, physiological, and therapeutical prop- 
erties. It is, as its name indicates, a product of opium. It 
has all of the physiological and therapeutic properties of 
narceine, and possesses the advantage over that alkaloid that 
it is extremely soluble in water. French therapeutics are 
quite enthusiastic over its effects as a pure narcotic. 
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A System of Obstetrics. By American Authors. Edited 
by Barton Cooke Hirst, M. D. Vol. I. 8vo. pp. 808. 
Illustrated with a colored plate and three hundred and 
nine engravings on Wood. [Philadelphia: Lea Brothers 
& Co. 1888. 

The work before us is one which promises to be one of 
the best ever issued from the American press, if we are to 
judge the forthcoming volumes from the first one. Beginning 
with a history of obstetrics by Dr. Geo. J. Engelmann, we 
are next given the physiology and histology of ovulation, 
menstruation, and fertilization, together with the development 
of the embryo, by Dr. H. Newell Martin. We are brought 
almost even with the latest advances in this very interest- 
ing study than which there is none more difficult. The only 
objection to be made is that it is too short, although 133 pages 
are devoted to the consideration of the subjects treated of. 
The Editor contributes his portion, taking as a subject the 
Foetus : its development, anomalies, monstrosities^ diseases^ 
and premature expulsion. He makes a very interesting chap- 
ter of this and gives a good general apercue of teratology. One 
of the most important parts, perhaps, is that contributed by 
Dr. W. W. Jaggard on the physiology, pathology, signs and 
symptoms of pregnancy. A colored plate, of doubtful value, 
is given to show the appearance of the areola mammae in 
pregnancy. Of course, no infallible signs are given. The 
conduct of labor and the management of the puerperal state 
are considered by Dr. Samuel C. Bosey. The mechanism of 
labor, and the treatment of labor based on the mechanism, by 
Dr. R. A. F. Penrose, deals with the mechanics of labor in a 
very lucid manner. The various pulsations are very clearly 
defined as well as the philosophy of delivery. The Editor 
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supplements this by a chapter on the mechanism of the third 
stage of labor. Dr. J. C. Reeve, in considering the use of 
ansesthetics in labor, concludes that chloroform is the best on 
account of its manageability. As to any danger, he regards 
it as safe as ether to the patient and safer for others on account 
of its non-inflammability. The anomalies ^ the forces in 
labor, form the subject of the contribution by Dr. Theophilus 
Paryin. Ricketty and deformed pelvis are considered, as 
well as abnormal presentations and, in addition, hydroceph- 
alic, double and other monsters in their relation to the ob- 
struction or retardation of labor. 

It will be seen from this brief mention of the contents of 
the- first volume, that a valuable and instructive work has 
been offered to the profession and one which we do not hesi- 
tate to recommend. The book is gotten up in excellent style 
and the illustrations are well chosen and well executed. The 
Leas are to be congratulated upon this latest evidence of 
their successful efforts to furnish the medical profession with 
good literature. 

A Manual of Diseases of the Nervous System. By W. 
R. GowERs, M. D., F. R. C. P. Large 8vo. with 341 illus- 
trations. [Philadelphia: P. Blakiston, Son & Co. 1888. 
Price, cloth $6.50. St. Louis: S. M. Simpson & Co., 712 
Chestnut St. 

This American reprint of Gower's work, appearing so soon 
after its publication in England, is a boon to students and 
practitioners who desire to keep abreast of the present knowl- 
edge of diseases of the nervous system. Unlike most works 
on the subject, in this the author has avoided throughout, mere 
theories and speculations and presented the lessons taught by 
observation and daily practice, thus giving the reader at once 
that class of information for which he would naturally turn 
to a text-book of practice. . Hypothesis is, of course by no 
means eliminated from his work, but the author uses it only 
when it becomes necessary as a portion of the rationale of 
his subject. 

The work is subdivided into five parts, the first two of 
which, viz: General Symptomatology, and Diseases of the 
Nerves, appeared as a separate work some time ago, and 
have become more or less familiar to students of these sub- 
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jects. These have, however, been largely added to, and partly 
rewritten. The third part treats of diseases of the spinal 
cord, and is subdivided into an introductory chapter on the 
structure and functions of the cord, symptomatology of dis- 
eases, indications pointing to the seat and nature of lesions, 
etc., special cl^eases, including injuries, caries and tumors, 
etc. Special chapters are devoted to the degenerations of 
the cord (locomoter ataxy, primary spastic paraplegia, lat- 
eral sclerosis, etc.). Part IV takes up the Diseases of the 
Brain, with an introductory on the structure and functions 
of the organ. Part V is devoted to general functional dis- 
eases (chorea, paralysis agitans, torticollis, tetanus, epilepsy, 
migraine, etc.), finishing with valuable chapters on alcoholism, 
hysteria, trance (including catalepsy), induced hypnotism, 
hypochondriasis and neurasthenia. 

The book, so far as typography, etc., is concerned, is wor- 
thy of the subject matter. The engravings are good and 
most of them fresh and original. The index is voluminous 
and well arranged, making reference easy and convenient. 

The Practice of Medicine and Surgery applied to the 
Diseases and Accidents incident to Women. By 
Henry T. Byfoed, M. D. Fourth Edition. Royal 8vo., 
with 306 illustrations. [Philadelphia : P. Blakiston, Son 
& Co. 1888. 

The volume before us, though styled simply a ''fourth 
edition" is virtually a new work, so much has the text of the 
former editions been emended and added to by the author, 
and by his able literary assistant and editor, W. H. Byford, 
M. D., of Chicago. That the work has within a few years 
run through three large editions speaks, more eloquently 
than any words of ours, as to its great merits and usefulness — 
the chief secret of which, it seems to us, is that eminent prac- 
ticality which runs through it and is patent on every page. 

In the preparation of the present edition the author was 
compelled, by the great advances which have been made 
within the past few years in gynecology, to add a number of 
features and entire chapters, indeed, to the work as it ap- 
peared even in its third edition a couple of years ago. Among 
these additions we note chapters on the Anatomy and Physi- 
ology of the Female Pelvic Organs, Examination of these 
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organs (four chapters), three chapters on Displacements of 
the Uterus, and several chapters on Affections of the Ovaries, 
the Fallopian Tubes, Oophorectomy and Tumor of the Broad 
Ligament. Besides this entirely new matter, there are addi- 
tions and emendations to almost every single chapter in the 
work. 

To the general practitioner this book is one of the most 
valuable that has appeared in years, and it should be in the 
hands of every man who is ever called upon to do general 
family practice ; since in it will be found, stripped of unnec- 
essary verbiage, practical information bearing upon almost 
every contingency and emergency that may arise in such 
practice. 

Of the general make-up of the work, paper, typography 
and binding, as well as the illustrations (many of which are 
entirely new and original in the present edition) too much 
praise can scarcely be given. It is quite up in every respect, 
to the best work of the great publishing house whose imprint 
it bears. 

Original Researches in Mineralogy and Chemistry. By 
J. Lawrence Smith. Edited by J. B. Marvin, M. D., of 
Louisville, Ky. Printed for Presentation only. [Louis- 
ville, John P. Morton & Co. 1888. 

This beautiful and fitting tribute to the memory of one of 
America's most gifted sons, was compiled as a labor of love 
by our old friend Prof. J. B. Marvin, at the request of Mrs. 
J. Lawrence Smith, solely as a memorial volume for presen- 
tation to the scientific friends and correspondents of the 
deceased. It consists of a sketch of the life of the dead scien- 
tist, compiled from memoranda furnished by the widow and 
from facts known to Dr. Marvin, who was a close and inti- 
mate friend of Prof. Smith. It is prefaced by an exquisite 
portrait, so true to life that it would be instantly recognized 
by any one who ever saw the deceased in the latter years of 
his life, and when he was in the full tide of his renown. 

Besides the biographical notes the editor has collated all 
the fugitive scientific writings of Prof. Smith which were 
written after or were not included in the works published by 
the deceased in 1873 (** Scientific Researches"). These em- 
brace essays on a very wide range of chemical, geological and 
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mineralogical subjects, some of which are of great practical 
value, and all of which bear the impress of a mind the like of 
which our coimtry has produced but few. 

We esteem it a great privilege and compliment to be in- 
cluded among those to whom it was sent, and cherish the 
work not only for its intrinsic value, but as a memento of the 
dead. Frank L. James. 



Citerarg Xlotzs. 

The Early Appearance of the third volume of the trans- 
actions of the Ninth International Congress is announced. 

Books Received. — Atlas of Venereal and Cutaneous Dis- 
eases. Edited by Prince A. Morrow, A. M.,M. D. Fascicu- 
lus VIII. New York : Wm. Wood & Co. 

Wanted. — A copy of No. 1, Vol. I of the Journal of Cuta- 
neous and Venereal Diseases, for which a liberal price will be 
paid. Any one having such to dispose of, will please address 
this Journal. 

Wide Awake. — The July number of this excellent 
juvenile is full of the stories and articles in which healthy 
boys and girls so much delight. Its engravings are gems 
of artistic taste and excellent workmanship, and taken alto- 
gether it is a model of what a boys and girls magazine should 
be. It is published by B. Lothrop & Co., Boston, and costs 
$2.40 per annum. 

Diseases of the Male Urethra is the title of No. 10 of 
The Physicians' Leisure Library, published by Geo. S. 
Davis, of Detroit, at 25 cents per number. The present bro- 
chure of 86 pages is from the pen of Dr. Fessenden N. Otis. 
It is an exceedingly handy little book for reference and the 
rules the author follows are laid down in a manner at once 
brief and intelligible. No reference is made to stricture of 
the urethra, the author regarding this in the light of a se- 
quence of urethral disease. Spasmodic stricture receives 
some attention. All th.e so-called specifics for gonorrhoea are 
condenmed, large warm, very dilute sublimate irrigations 
being advocated. 



1888.] Literary Notes. 12? 

The Disorders of Menstruation by Dr. Edward W. 
Jenks is a 120 page brochure numbered No. 11 in Geo. S. 
Davis' (Detroit) Physicians' Leisure Library. The experi- 
ence of the author is a sufficient guarantee of the worth of the 
book. Although necessarily brief in the method of handling 
his subject, Dr. Jenks has given many valuable methods and 
such as he has found to be of value in his practice. Among 
the agents which he recommends as of great service in pro- 
ducing the absorption of inflammatory deposits about the 
cervix uteri, is iodoform on tampons, or better, in the form of 
suppositories in the rectum. The price of this excellent lit- 
tle work is 25 cents. 

Diet Tablets. — Under this name Messrs. Reed & Cam- 
rick of New York, have issued a very convenient pocket com- 
panion for the use of physicii^s in the regulation of the diet 
of invalids, in both acute and chronic diseases. The tablets 
proscribe as well as prescribe — in other words tell what 
should not be used as well as what is suitable, and are thus 
doubly valuable. The diseases or conditions are arranged in 
indented or index form, so that no time is lost in turning to 
any desired place. Messrs. Reed & Carnrick aim to put one 
of these cases of tablets into the hands of every physician in 
America ; therefore any of our readers who have not received 
one and desire to have it, can obtain it by addressing Reed & 
Carnrick, New York. 

Clinical Morphologies. — This is the title of a collection 
of partial syllabic lists of the morphologies of the blood, 
sputum, feces, skin, urine, etc., including those of potable 
waters, ice, the atmosphere and clothing, collated by Dr. 
Ephraim Cutter, of New York. While we cannot agree in ioto 
with much that our friend, the author, asserts, we must in 
common with other students thank him for the morphological 
lists that he has here, at much labor, collated and put into 
shape for ready reference. Whatever else may be said of Dr. 
Cutter, all must give him credit for originality of thought, 
earnestness of conviction and absolute frankness in stating the 
latter under all circumstances. The brochure is published by 
the author at the price of $1.00 (in cloth), which it is well 
worth. 
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College Announcements. — In addition to those of our 
home institutions, noted elsewhere, we have received the fol- 
lowing : 

Medical Department of the University of Tennessee 
(Nashville Medical College); 14th annual announcement. 
Session begins Monday, Octo. 1. Duncan Eve, M. D., Dean 
of Faculty, Nashville, Tenn. 

Jefferson Medical College, of Philadelphia ; 64th year. 
Session begins Monday, Octo* 1. J. W. Holland, M. D., Dean 
of the Faculty. 

McGill University, Medical Department ; Montreal, Can- 
ada; 56th year. Session opens Octo. 1. Register opens Mon- 
day, Sept. 24. James W. Brackenridge, B. C. L., Secretary, 
Montreal. 

Pamphlets and Reprints (deceived. — During the month 
we have received the following pamphlets and reprints, for 
which the senders have our thanks : Cocaine Dosage and Co- 
caine Addiction; also Cocaine Toxsemia, by J. B. Mattison, 
M. D. (Read before the King's County Medical Society, of 
Brooklyn, N. Y.) ; Clinical Morphologies, by Ephraim Cut- 
ter, M. D. ; Professional Success, by Pinkney French, M. D., 
of Mexico, Mo. (Address to the graduating class St. Louis 
College of Physicians and Surgeons) ; Studies from the Bio- 
logical Laboratory of Johns Hopkins University, Vol. IV, 
No. 4, (noticed elsewhere) ; Insanity from Bright's Disease, 
by L. Bremer, M. D. (Paper read before the Missouri Medi- 
cal Association, Kansas City meeting, 1888) ; Report of the 
Department for the Insane of the Pennsylvania Hospital, for 
the year ending April 21st, 1888 ; Proceedings Florida State 
Pharmaceutical Association at the First Annual Meeting, at 
Tallahassee, May 8 and 9, 1888 ; Iowa Pharmacy Regula- 
tions, Official Circular of the Board of Pharmacy for 1888; 
Proceedings of the Virginia Pharmaceutical Association, 
Tenth annual Meeting. Cholera Infantum and its Treat- 
ment. By H. F. Hendrix, M. D. Reprint from Weekly Medi- 
cal Review, June 23, 1888. — Conservatism in Gynsecology. By 
A. Reeves Jackson, A. M., M. D. From the Chicago Medical 
Journal and Examiner. — An Experimental Contribution to In- 
testinal Surgery with Special Reference to the Treatment of 
Intestinal Obstruction. By Nicholas Senn, M. D., Ph. D. 
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Reprint from Annals of Surgery, Jan. — June, 1888. — The An- 
nual Report of the Department for the Insane of the Pennsyl- 
vania Hospital for the year ending April 21, 1888. 

Studies from the Johns Hopkins Biological Labora- 
tory. — We have on a former occasion spoken of the very high 
order of work done in this laboratory and of the excellent 
manner in which this work is put before the scientific world. 
The present fasciculus (No. 4 of Vol. IV) is no exception to 
this rule^ unless it be that it is exceptionally excellent. Of 
the four papers which it contains, two are especially valuable 
to students of morphology, viz: ** Development of the Ear 
of the Chick,'' by F. Mall, Fellow in Pathology, Johns Hop- 
kins University, and *'The Branchial Clefts of the Dog," by 
the same author. In the first of these, we have a careful and 
detailed study of the process of development of the Eus- 
tachian tubes, middle ear, tympanic membrane and meatus of 
the chick, as compared and verified in the dog, rabbit, pig 
and human embryo. The author has clearly verified the work 
and views of His (which, as is well known, have been opposed 
by Fol, Meuron and others) and demonstrated the existence 
of the membrane which His showed was formed by the meet- 
ing of the ectoderm and endoderm of the branchial clefts. 
But His' work was incomplete, in that it failed to show the 
origin and formation of the mesoderm. This our author has 
done, viz: by showing that it is formed by a deposit of 
mesoblastic tissue between the ecto- and endo-derm, thus 
forming the tympanic membrane. 

The second study (*' The Branchial Clefts of the Dog") is 
made with reference to the origin of the thymus gland, and is 
again a clear demonstration of the correctness of the views 
and work of His. Of the engravings which accompany these 
papers, and the drawings from which they are made, too much 
cannot be said in praise. They are careful, accurate and won- 
derfully clear. The whole publication is a credit to American 
scholarship and research, and the authorities of the Johns 
Hopkins University are to be congratulated upon its success. 
It is issued at irregular intervals, but sufQciently often to form 
a volume of five or six hundred pages annually, for which the 
very reasonable subscription of $5.00 is asked. It is edited 
by Dr. H. Newell Martin, assisted by Dr. W. K. Brooks, at 
the John Hopkins University, Baltimore. 
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ZlTelange* 

Small Pox* is epidemic in Hong Kong. The vaccination 
of infants has been made compulsory. 

A Number of Cases of Beri-Beri (the Kakk6 of Japan) 
have been observed in Central America. 

Brooklyn is to have a hospital devoted to the treatment 
of diseases of the nose, throat and lungs. 

The Kentucky State Medical Society held its twenty- 
third annual meeting at Crab Orchard Springs on July 11, 12 
and 13, last. The attendance was good. 

Dr. George von Adelmann, Emeritus Professor of Sur- 
gery and Ophthalmology at the University of Porpat, died at 
Berlin, lately, at the age of seventy-seven years. 

The Postural Treatment of Defecation and the con 
struction of water closets and more particularly of the aper- 
ture is being considered in one of our Boston cotemporaries. 

Dr. Hiram Corson, of Conshohocken, is the oldest living 
graduate in medicine of the University of Pennsylvania. He 
is in his eighty-fourth year and has practiced medicine sixty 
years. 

A Number of American Ophthalmologists have already 
gone abroad to participate in the Seventh International Oph- 
thalmological (Congress to be held in Heidelberg, August 8 
to 11. 

A Spanish Medical College is to be erected at Barcelona. 

The government has appropriated one million dollars for the 

building alone. The corner stone of the new structure was 

laid not long since. 

130 
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Dr. Rossi Emilio has been devoting considerable attention 
to the subject of medical education in the United States and 
the results of his labors are published in the BuUettino deJla 
Reale Accademia Medica di Roma. 

Higher Medical Education is a subject receiving quite a 
large share of attention at the hands of medical journals, just 
now. As soon as the colleges open again we will hear no 
more of this. Acta non verba are what is needed. 

Mackenzie and his former Berlin confreres have been 
at it, hammer and tongs, lately. The Germans have not han- 
dled the distinguished Englishman with gloves, and the fact 
that so much feeling has been manifested points to something 
deeper than mere offended professional pride and faultiness in 

diagnosis. 

Asiatic Cholera is said to have occurred in Pittsburg 
lately. On July 12 Dr. McCandless reported a deat]^ from 
that cause. The patient, a foundryman, was taken ill very 
suddenly and died in forty-eight hours after the attack, hav- 
ing shown every symptom of cholera. After death a number 
of yellow spots were observed all over the body. 

The National Association of Railway Surgeons which 
organized at Chicago on June 28 last, elected the following 
officers for 1889: President — Dr. J. W. Jackson, Kansas City, 
Mo.; First Vice-President — Dr. J. H. Murphy, St. Paul, 
Minn.; Second Vice-President — Dr. J. B. Murdock, Pittsburg, 
Pa.; Third Vice-President — Dr. W. W. Ridenour, Massillon, 
Ohio ; Fourth Vice-President — Dr. B. L. Hovey, Rochester, 
N. Y.; Permanent Secretary — Dr. C. B. Stemen, Ft. Wayne, 
Ind.; Corresponding Secretary — Dr. E. R. Lewis, Kansas 
City, Mo.; Assistant Secretary — ^J. H, Trussel, Alliance, Ohio ; 
Treasurer — Dr. R. Harvey Reed, Mansfield, Ohio. Next 
place of meeting, St. Louis, Mo. 

Report of a Coroner's Jury. — The ways of coroner's 
juries are proverbially inexplicable and their verdicts are 
often marked more by originality than sense. The Memphis 
Appeal of a recent date gives the following sample of such 
imbecility: ** The investigation developed the fact that the 
dead woman's skull was cracked, exposing the brain. The 
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mother, husband and little child of the dead woman were all 
examined by the jury, but their evidence failed to show the 
cause of the strange opening in the skull. 

** There being no further evidence in sight the jury retired 
for deliberation, and returned its verdict, which was that the 
woman died suddenly from a natural cause, produced by an 
expansion of the skull." 

Of course, no post-mortem was held 

Dental Antisepsis. — Among the various micro-organisms 

which are found in the buccal cavity, a number are positively 

deleterious to the teeth. To prevent dental periostitis, say 

MM. Galippe and Mallassez (Scalpel), separation of the tooth 

and gum by tartar should be stopped. After this frequently 

apply to the tooth and its exposed part the following : 

9 Benzoic Acid gr. xlv. 

Thymol gr. iss. 

Tinctare of Eucalyptus S ijss. 

Water g xxxj. 

M. • 

The better way of using this is as a mouth wash fre- 
quently repeated. 

Preservation of Cat- Gut Ligatures. — Prof. Gross is 
not at all in favor of carbolized oil as a preservative of cat- 
gut ligatures, claiming that it merely forms a nidus for germs. 
He recommends putting the animal ligature in a weak chro- 
mic acid solution and glycerine for about a week and then 
placing in the following mixture until needed : 

R Alcohol part 15. 

Glycerine " 1. 

Acid Carbolic 10 %. 

M. 

The placing of the cat-gut in a 1-1000 corrosive sublimate solu- 
tioUy just before using, makes it soft and pliable. 



> 



Queer Remedies. — A correspondent of the Medical and 
Surgical Reporter, of Philadelphia, says that he knows a man 
in his neighborhood, styling himself a physician, who recom- 
mends the following for epilepsy : 

Take the false tongue of a new-born calf, which he says 
grows under the real tongue during intra-uterine life; dry 
thoroughly and powder, and give from five to ten grains three 
times a dav. 
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This prescription ought to go with the Chinese remedy for 
typhoid fever, which is as follows : 

9 Two fresh tom-cat heads, 
One fried snake-skin, 
Three inches dried nmbilical cord, 
One gallon water. 

Macerate three days and give a tablespoonful every four hours. 

To Restore the Polish of Instruments. — Some weeks 
ago the stopper of a bottle of corrosive sublimate which was 
carried in a satchel along with a lot of loose instruments^ 
came out and the chemical was emptied into the bag. The 
fact was not noticed at the time and the next day the instru- 
ments were found covered with rust and in some instances 
quite badly eroded. How to get the instruments clean with- 
out sending them to an instrument maker was a question 
which I determined to settle by experiment. The instru- 
ments consisted of dressing forceps, scissors, needle holder, 
needles, several bistouries, scalpels, etc., the knives all hav- 
ing tortoise shell or ivory handles. Without going into the 
details of the experiments I will give you the method of pro- 
cedure which yielded perfectly satisfactory results. A sat- 
urated solution of chloride of tin in distilled water was made 
and with this a number of laarge test tubes were filled to a 
height sufficient to admit of the immersion of the blades of 
the knives, the forceps, etc. The instruments were inserted 
and left over night. The next morning they were found quite 
clean and of a mat-silver whiteness. Rinsing in running 
water, wiping and rubbing with a chamois completed the 
operation. Chloride of zinc solution gave pretty good, but 
not nearly so satisfactory results. — [F. L. J. 



Cecal JHeMcal ZHatters. 

A Hospital Patient, who was sent to the City Hospital 
on March 29, last, suddenly became demented July 12, ult., 
and jumped off the roof, striking the brick pavement some 
sixty feet below. He died a few minutes after falling. 

The Cost of a Good Physician. — We have finally learned 
what the cost of a good physician is. A morning paper stated 
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a few days ago that one of our prominent and wealthy citizens 
had gone up north to recuperate health. He has a well-known 
physician of this city as a constant attendant to watch over 
his health; and the same reliable source of information gravely 
tells us that the physician receives $40 a day besides other 
"recognition." 

A Druggist has been Sued for the mistake made by his 
clerk on June 15 last. The plaintiff, James Ahearn, claims 
that Mr. Christian Schaefer's clerk gave him Jamestown weed 
(stramonium) instead of gentian root for which the prescrip- 
tion called. Tea was made with the weed and Ahearn and his 
son and daughter partook of it and were made very sick. He 
seeks to recover $5,000 damages for himself and $2,400 for his 
children. He further alleges that the clerk who filled the pre- 
scription did not have a certificate from the State Board of 
Pharmacy as required by law. 

Mrs. Flemings* Case one of True Cholera. — We have 
received the following note from Coroner Prazer in regard to 
the death of Mrs. Fleming, which was reported last month, 
and which, from the circumstances as described in the daily 
press, we were inclined to think was due to cholera nostras. 
Dr. Frazer it will be seen, regards it an undoubted case of 
cholera asiatica. 

" I believe my experience and observation of the disease 
in the service of the Charities Hospital of Paris in 1866, would 
enable me to recognise it at once. In the above mentioned 
case all of the typical symptoms were present, notably the 
rice water discharges. I presume the reason the reporter of 
the daily paper assumed I had given a small dose of atropia 
sulph. was, either because he had forgotten the strength told 
him, or he arrived at his own conclusion that the ^ of a 
grain was too small to take any notice of. This dose was re- 
peated thrice at intervals of half an hour without any response 
on the part of the circulatory apparatus. 

Respectfully yours, etc., 

J. H. Frazer, M. D.'' 

State Board of Health.— The Missouri State Board of 
Health held its semi-annual meeting at the Laclede Hotel, in 
this city, on July 11 last. Dr. Geo. Homan, the Secretary, 
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reported that the small-pox last winter in Adair and Schuyler 
counties was started by an infected person who traveled on a 
railway car. The number of small-pox cases sent to the hos- 
pital fi*om the centers of the disease developed in this city 
was seventeen. He had learned from county clerks, in replies 
from more than one-half of the counties of Missouri that they 
were without county boards of health, and in only about two 
was there a health oflBcer, who, in fact, seemed to be simply 
county physician, charged with the medical care of the indi- 
gent poor, and not in a real sense a public health official. It 
appeared that there were scarcely more than a dozen local 
health organizations in existence in the State. To the end 
that such matters might be remedied, the speaker had drafted 
a bill on the subject to submit to the Legislature for considera- 
tion. A total of 209 graduated physicians had received 
license to practice and two licenses were granted to non- 
graduates. Twenty-four applications for registration by 
physicians were declined, and a number of their credentials 
were fraudulent. Midwives, licensed, 19 ; refused licenses 
for lack of educational qualifications, 3. 

Toubibs in Algeria and in St. Louis. — Dr. Longo, in an 
interesting article published in the Revue de VAfrique Frari' 
gaise, gives some curious information concerning Arabian 
medicine, once so famous, but now, it appears, sunken into 
the most abject charlatanism. Actually^ says he, excepting 
those few Arabs who, quitting their traditional isolation, are 
educated in European schools, there are no physicians worthy 
of the name; the only practitioners being a class of impostors 
called touhibB who pretend to make cures by resorting to all 
the tricks and practices of old-time sorcery. Among these 
touhihs there are certain individuals who enjoy, among their 
own class, a special reputation. They do not, as a rule, dwell 
in any fixed place or any one community, but travel from 
tribe to tribe, selling their drugs and practising a rude sur- 
gery. These fellows do not shrink from attempting the gravest 
operations (trepannation, enucleation of the eye, etc.). There 
are, however, a few of the toubibs who are not peripatetic, 
but have adopted a sedentary life and enjoy a fair share of 
practice, including in their clientele even some Europeans. 
They also practice surgery, and, as M. Longo naively re- 
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marks, excel in curing those diseases which usually get well 
of themselves. Profoundly ignorant, alike, of anatomy, of 
physiology, pathology, and therapeutics, they tackle any or all 
subjects connected with either or any of them, with the great- 
est confidence. In a word, of that Arabian school, once so 
flourishing and justly famed, there remains not a shadow left. 
M. Longo concludes his remarks with a significant anecdote. 
** There exists/' says he, *'in the environs of Algiers, near 
Frais-Vallon, a renowned toubib who is visited very frequently 
by people who are accounted intelligent. Several years ago, 
among those who frequently consulted him, was a French 
general who had won renown in the battles of 1870. The gen- 
eral was not benefited in the slightest by the toubib ; but the 
latter made a wonderful reputation out of the mere fact that 
the soldier had been his patient, and made it a pretext upon 
which to double the price of his consultations ! " This fact, 
says ProgrH Midical, is, ** unfortunately, not peculiar to Al- 
giers. Paris alone contains more undiplomaed toubibi than 
all Algeria ; and what is more, they are consulted by people 
who pass for intelligent." To which we may add that St. 
Louis has an equally flourishing crop of toubiba, who, for ig- 
norance, mendacity and rascality, can rival those of Paris and 
Algeria put together, and who enjoy the patronage of a clien- 
tele quite as assuming in the matter of intelligence as those of 
Paris and quite as ignorant and superstitious as those of Alge- 
ria. If our readers do not believe it, let them take a stand 
where they can see (without being seen) the personnel of the 
crowds who visit the advertising fortune-tellers, faith-healers, 
magnetics, etc., of our city. The most infamous of all these 
St. Louis concerns are those which advertise to give baths 
*• with your choice of male or female attendants." If Paris 
can show anything that can get away with the practices said 
to exist in some of these places, the writer failed to discover 
them during somewhat extended experiences of that city 
during student life. 
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0riginal Contributions. 

Rbcbnt Advances in Gy^(^colooy.* By Thos. More Mad- 
den, M.D., P.R.C.S.(Ed.), President of the Section of 
Obstetric Medicine, British Medical Association ; Obstet- 
ric Physician, Mater Misericordise Hospital, Dublin ; ex- 
President, Obstetric Section, Royal Academy of Medicine ; 
Physician, St. Joseph's Hospital for Sick Children ; for. 
merly Bxaminer in Obstetrics and Gynaecology, Queen's 
University; and Vice-President, British Gynecological 
Society, London. 

The development of this branch of medicine since our As- 
sociation last met in Scotland, has been still more remarkable 
than that effected in the practice of midwifery during this pe- 
riod. Thus, for example, only a few years ago many of the 
most frequent forms of endo-uterine and peri-uterine disease 
were beyond the diagnostic and remedial reach of gynaecolo- 
gists, then unprovided with those means of rapidly and thor- 
oughly dilating the cervical canal, or with the many other 
methods of direct investigation by the aid of which any well- 
educated practitioner may now recognize and treat endo- 
uterine, ovarian, tubal and other intra-peritoneal and pelvic 
complaints that ba£9ed detection or treatment. Nor in those 
pre-antiseptic days could have been anticipated the wonder- 
fully successful results since realized from laparotomy opera- 
tions, and more especially ovariotomy, as well from some still 

* From adyance copy of the address deliyered at the opening of the Section of 
Obstetric Medicine at the Annual Meeting of the British Medical Association, 
aiMgow, Attflrust 7, 188& 
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more recent developments of intra-peritoneal surgery in tubal 
and other diseases, including even peritonitis and cancer of 
the uterus, the latter a subject which has been recently elu- 
cidated in Dr. J. Williams' Harveian Lectures. In the last- 
named cases, however, it is a debatable question whether we 
should persevere further with the intra-peritoneal procedure 
for the removal of the uterus introduced by Freund, in view 
of the better results obtained from the vaginal method advo- 
cated by Dr. Martin, of Berlin ; and also whether in the latter 
case the operation should be limited, as recommended by Dr. 
Williams and Dr. Brathwaite, to the removal of the cancerous 
portion, and not be extended to the extirpation of the entire 
uterus. 

Only within the time referred. to has the general correct- 
ness of Dr. Graily-Hewitt's views with regard to the import- 
ance and treatment of uterine displacements and flexions, 
become commonly accepted. Neither were the symptoms and 
appropriate treatment of ovarian displacements understood 
until a more recent period, when attention was directed to 
them by Dr. Barnes' able paper on this subject in the Ameri- 
can Journal of Obstetrics, and in a minor degree^ perhaps, also 
by a memoir of mine on the same topic in the Transactions 
of the Irish Academy of Medicine. Nor is it so long since 
the bearing of cervical lacerations on pelvic pathology, as 
first demonstrated by Dr. Emmet, of New York, first became 
recognized in this country. Finally, the diagnosis, import- 
ance and curability of diseases of the uterine appendages, 
such as hydro- and pyo-salpinx, together with several other 
of the causes of female suffering and death, were, in like man- 
ner, practically ignored by gynaecologists until within a very 
recent period. 

Influences of Prejudice and Fashion on Oynascological Prog- 
ress, — In the history of many of the successive developments 
of gynsecology just referred to, we may observe proofs not 
only of the progress of our art, but also of the two causes 
which have temporarily retarded its advancement. Tb,e first 
is the opposition generally offered in matters medical, as in 
most others, to all innovations, and the consequent reaction 
by which the pendulum of professional opinion is swung from 
one extreme to the other, exaggerated over-estimation thus 
generally succeeding to earlier adverse prejudices. The second 
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is the potent influence of fashion on medical opinion and 
practice ; for, strange as it may be why this should be the 
case, it is, nevertheless^ true that — 

" In physic, m in faihion, we find 
The neweat li erer the rage of mankind." 

This is strikingly illustrated in gynecological practice, in 
which it now seems almost as much the fashion to ascribe va- 
rious obscure female complaints to ovarian and tubal disor- 
ders, as, a few years ago, it was to attribute similar ailments 
to uterine flexions and displacements ; or as, ten years earlier, 
it was the mode to credit them to chronic inflammation, or 
what was then regarded as ulceration of the neck of the womb ; 
or yet, a century previously, to set them down, in the phrase- 
ology of our professional ancestors, to '^ the spleen " or '' the 
vapours." 

OynsRCohgieal Specialism and Woman^a place therein. — In 
this connection I may venture to observe that I cannot agree 
with those who are opposed to the admission of women into 
the practice of our department of medico-chirurgical science 
for which their sex should apparently render them so espe- 
cially adapted. I can see no valid reason why any well- 
qualified practitioner, male or female, should not be welcomed 
amongst us. Nor if there are women who prefer the medical 
attendance of their own sex, does it seem fair that in this age 
of free trade they should not be afibrded every opportunity of 
exercising their discretion in a matter so personal to them' 
selves. For my own part, I greatly doubt that, in these 
countries at least, '^ the Lady Doctors " (as they are termed) 
will ever replace the ruder sex in the general estimation of 
their sick sisters. But, if not here, elsewhere there is un- 
questionably an ample field for female practitioners, and, 
more especially, in India and other Oriental countries, where 
millions of suffering women and children are fanatically ex- 
cluded from the possibility of any other skilled professional 
assistance ; and I therefore think that such practitioners are 
entitled to admission into our ranks in the British Medical 
Association. 

Laparotomy in Relation to Oynascology. — Foremost amongst 
the proofs of modern gynsecological progress, the most signal 
is that afforded be the results of abdominal surgery in the 
treatment of ovarian tumors, as demonstrated in countless 



140 Original Contbibutions. [Sept., 

cases at home and abroad and in this country, more especially 
in the practice of Sir Spencer Wells, Dr. Keith, Mr. Lawson 
Tait, Dr. Bantock, Dr. Savage, Mr. Thornton, and other spe- 
cialists in this department of operative surgery, which, not 
very many years since, was so loudly and unfairly decried. 
Whether this should encourage the present frequency of resort 
to laparotomy in the various other intra-peritoneal morbid 
conditions in which it is now advocated, or not, is, however, 
another question, and one which, I think, may be still advan- 
tageously reconsidered. 

Treatment of Fallopian Tube LHseaaes, — With respect to the 
tubal diseases, to the operative treatment of which so much 
attention is now devoted, and which I have elsewhere fully 
discussed, I shall only here again observe that, whilst recog- 
nizing the fact that in some instances of pyo-salpinx and 
hydro-salpinz the removal of the diseased uterine appendages 
affords the only available means of treatment, and fully ap- 
preciating the surgical skill by which operations for this pur- 
pose have been brought to their present perfection, I have 
not, in my own experience, found laparotomy operations as 
generally necessary in such cases as they are apparently now 
deemed by others. On the contrary, I am confirmed, by in- 
creasing observation, in the belief that in some instances 
these tubal diseases, more especially in cases of bydro-salpinx, 
may terminate favorably without any surgical treatment, and, 
moreover, that in other cases such collections, whether puru- 
lent or serous, may be evacuated by cautious aspiration 
through the vaginal roof. Very recently I had an opportunity 
of again proving the advantages of this method of treatment 
in the case of a lady,^who, after many months of suffering, 
was sent to me from a distant country to have the affected 
uterine appendages removed, but whom I succeeded in reliev- 
ing of her trouble, with the assistance of my friend, Dr. 
Duke, by aspirating the fallopian tube, and thus removing 
about ten drachms of serous fluid from the distended duct. I 
would, therefore, still urge the expediency of a fair trial of 
other less serious methods of treatment before resorting to 
the extirpation of the uterine appendages in these cases gen- 
erally. 

Operative Treatment of Uterine Tumors. — It would be im- 
possible, within the limits of this address, to enter at length 
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into the consideration of a question so large and so controver- 
sial as the general necessity for surgical interposition in the 
treatment of uterine fibromata. This, I am glad to see, will 
be brought before you during this meeting by those eminently 
qualified to speak on the subject; and I trust that in the en- 
suing discussion new light may be thrown on the comparative 
merits of the various intra-peritoneal and vaginal surgical 
procedures advocated in such cases^ as well as on the value 
of electrolytical treatment. Nor, in this connection, should 
the possibility of arresting the growth of these tumors in 
some instances, by appropriate medical treatment, as well as 
the greater probability of thus effectively checking haemor- 
rhage so occasioned, and more especially by the free admin- 
istration of ergot and iodide of potassium, to which I have 
elsewhere called attention, be entirely lost sight of. 

With regard to the former, or surgical method, I may, 
however^ venture to repeat that, in the majority of cases of 
interstitial and sub- peritoneal uterine tumors, no active treat- 
ment whatever, appears to me essential, inasmuch as such 
growths seldom, if ever, destroy life, and in many cases be- 
come arrested in their development and quiescent in their 
symptoms at the menopause, or may even possibly disappear 
idtogether in the course of time. The latter event is, how- 
ever, far too exceptional to have much influence in determin- 
ing the expediency of surgical treatment, and more especially 
that by oophorectomy, which is unquestionably called for in 
the case of fast-grown fibroids, giving rise to otherwise incon- 
troUable urgent hsemorrhagicor pressure troubles, particularly 
when occurring in young patients. 

With regard to hysterectomy, although occasional cases 
may occur in which this procedure is necessitated, the aver- 
age mortality that has followed its performance is such as to 
forbid its general employment, as an operation of election, in 
a disease the average mortality of which, when left to nature, 
is so comparatively insignificant. Whilst as to myotomy, in 
view of its too common results, I can only repeat that it would 
appear to me a method by which a patient may be effectually 
removed from a tumor, rather than as an operation by which 
a tumor can be safely removed from a patient. 

Treatment of Uterine Fibroids by Electricity — Although I 
hifve so nearly exhausted the allotted limits of this address, I 
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cannot omit a few words in reference to the latest and most 
promising of the methods available in the treatment of uterine 
fibromata — namely, that by electricity. Within the past year 
and a half, I have had occasion to try this method, in some 
ten instances, in my hospital and private practice ; and so far 
as the arrest of hemorrhage is concerned, the result was most 
satisfactory, the bleeding being thus arrested in six of these 
cases. But with regard to the cure of the disease from this 
treatment, the possibility of which had been demonstrated in 
the experience of Dr. Apostoli and others, who had employed 
it on a much larger scale, I can only say that whilst I have 
not as yet seen the complete subsidence of the tumor effected 
in any of the cases so treated by myself, in three of them its 
a{)parent bulk became distinctly diminished even after six 
weeks or two months' treatment of this kind. It should, per- 
haps, be added that in all these instances I used Dr. Apos- 
toli's original plastic clay abdominal electrode, the current 
used being of course, monopolar and acting directly on the 
growth by the intra-uterine pole, and was obtained from a 
powerful Leclanch^ battery of an estimated maximum current 
strength of 250 milliamp^res. In the first of my cases I em- 
ployed the electrolytic negative current, but after a little 
experience I abandoned this, and in the subsequent trials 
used only the positive current, which, although non-energetic 
as a galvano-caustic, is far less liable to give rise to trouble, 
and from its decided hsBmostatic action is more suitable to 
these cases of large hsemorrhage-producing tumors, in which 
alone this or any other active treatment seemed to me gener- 
ally necessary. 

If, however, the results obtained by Dr. Cutter, and, still 
more conspicuously, those recorded by Dr. Apostoli, from the 
employment of electricity — namely, permanent benefit in 
ninety-five per cent, of the cases of fibromata thus treated by 
him — should be confirmed, as I hope may possibly be the case 
by the experience of those who are here about to discuss this 
disease, then we might well congratulate ourselves on having 
at last arrived within sight of the long sought for, safe and 
effectual curative treatment of uterine tumors. 

The foregoing ri»um6 of some of the recent developments 
of obstetric and gynsecological science, imperfect as it is, 
affords a sufficient vindication of our branch of medicine from 
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the aspersions which have been poured upon its followers. 
These advances and their results are surely more than enough 
to show that those by whom so much has been accomplished 
are engaged in no narrow specialism ; but, on the contrary, 
should ranlL high in that noble and ever progressive profession 
of medicine whose great objects are the prolongation of life 
and the relief of every form of human suffering. 

In conclusion, gentlemen, it only remains for me again to 
thank you for the honor you have here conferred upon me and 
for the patience with which you have listened to this address.* 



Was It Epilepsy? By Prank R. Pby, A. M., M. D., Con- 
sulting Physician to the St. Louis City Hospital on Dis- 
eases of the Nervous System. 

During a recent discussion in the St. Louis Medical Socie- 
ty, a member remarked concerning a case (of *' eclampsia 
nutans ") that had just been reported, that the fact that the 
convulsions had departed in a comparatively short time with 
the use of bromides, led him to the belief that the case was 
not one of epilepsy. Another member said that he believed 
it to be epilepsy, and therefore he confidently believed that 
the attacks would return. Both of these gentlemen are promi- 
nent members of the society and of the profession in this city. 
It is this fact that has led me to remark their statements. I 
have frequently heard substantially the same from similar 
sources. 

What do we mean when we say that a case is one of epi- 
lepsy ? Undoubtedly, at times some of us mean one thing 
and some another. Hence we frequently find ourselves in 
contention over this point. 

That epilepsy is not a disease, but only a symptom, result- 
ant mediately from various pathological causes discovered 
and undiscovered, and immediately from some vaso-motor 
phenomenon, as yet not understood, is not a novel proposi- 
tion; yet one which is not properly considered by the 
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bulk of medical minds. If it were there would be, I think, 
less tendency to quibble and, what is more important, more 
system and success in treatment. 

Lest an occasional reader may imagine I am about to fight 
a shadow, I shall take the liberty of quoting enough of the 
words of a few prominent authorities to show that their lan- 
guage, with the weight it carries, tends to perpetuate in our 
minds the idea of ** the disease epilepsy ;" ** pure,'' ** essen- 
tial," *' true'' epilepsy. 

Oowers — Manual of Diseases of the Nervous System — 
''The term epilepsy is applied to a disease in which there 
are convulsions of a certain type, or sudden loss or impair, 
ment of consciousness, but in which the convulsions are not 
directly due to active organic brain disease, to reflex irrita- 
tion or to abnormal blood states, and in which the loss of 
consciousness is not due to primary defect of the heart's ao- 
tion. In most cases the change in the brain that causes the 
convulsions is not visible to the naked eye, and hence the 
condition is often termed idiopathic epilepsy.' " 

Struempell — Text Book of Medicine — ** Epilepsy is a pe- 
culiar disease of rather frequent occurrence, the main symptom 
of which is paroxysmal loss of consciousness. In typical 
cases the unconsciousness is associated with violent general 
convulsions ; but there are many anomalous and rudimentary 
forms of epilepsy without any symptoms of motor irritation. 
' Genuine Epilepsy' is a functional neurosis." 

Ross — Diseases of The Nervous Systeip — **The disease 
epilepsy appears to be transmitted rather more frequently 
through the mother than the father." 

Putzel—Functional Nervous Diseases — **It is very evi- 
dent, therefore, that the lesions are not the causes, but rather 
the effects of epilepsy." 

Rosenthal — Diseases of The Nervous System — '^ As a rule, 
no difficulty is experienced in recognizing an attack of true 
epilepsy ; but certain forms may lead to error, especially those 
which are characterized by incomplete paroxysms." 

'* Many authors have complicated the discussion of epi- 
lepsy in adults by establishing artificial categories which are 
hardly justifiable. The classification, moreover, possesses no 
interest, either from a theoretical or practical point of view. 
The simplest, and, at the same time, best plan is that of de- 
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termining in each case whether the disease is central or peri- 
pheral, idiopathic or symptomatic." 

The aboye authorities are modern, representative, and 
popular and the quotations from them serve fully my purpose, 
without farther enumeration of similar expressions, which, of 
course, could be continued almost indefinitely. 

Gowers attempts in honest English fashion to define the 
disease epilepsy, at least approzimatively ; but the best he 
can do is a definition by exclusion, and that necessarily fee- 
ble. He says that in epilepsy there are convulsions of a cer- 
tain type. He does not mean by this that the convulsions 
that are ''not due directly to active organic brain disease " 
have any peculiarities or characteristics in themselves that 
distinguish them from convulsions that are supposed to be 
due directly to active organic brain disease, to reflex irrita- 
tion, etc. It is hardly necessary to quote a sentence from the 
author's context to show that this is not his meaning : '^ Blows 
and falls on the head, which cause no symptoms of coarse 
cerebral injury, are sometimes followed by recurring convul- 
sions having all the characters of idiopathic epilepsy." 

As for other authorities on the same point, Ross says 
(Text-book): ''An attack of eclampsia cannot be distinguished 
from a true epileptic seizure." 

Seguin (vid. infra) : " We may sum up by saying that 
eclamptic and epileptic attacks are similar in character and 
practically indistinguishable." 

There was a time when a loss of consciousness was by 
many made the test of a genuine epileptic convulsion. That 
this will not hold, all authorities are now agreed. On this 
point Go wers says: "In minor attacks (petit mal) there is 
usually brief loss of consciousness, often without any muscu- 
lar spasm, sometime with slight spasm, and very rarely there 
is slight spasm or some sudden sensation without loss of 
consciousness." 

Considering the next step of this definition, in what sense 
or to what extent may we regard an epileptic convulsion to 
be "directly due to active organic brain disease ?" Frequent- 
ly enough, epileptic convulsions are an immediate sequence of 
injury to the brain, where the fact of a lesion is established; 
yet in other instances precisely similar convulsions follow 
"refiexly," but just as promptly, an irritation at some dis- 
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iant point. Or, briefly stated, in one instance, a brain lesion, 
traumatic or otherwise, and in another instance, an injury to 
the sciatic nerve, for example, is followed immediately by an 
epileptic convulsion ; the question is, has the brain lesion 
any more intimate or direct causative relation to the convul- 
sion than the injury to the nerve ? Because of the fact that 
epilepsy is due to a disturbance of the physiological action of 
the brain, it is natural to regard a lesion of that organ as act- 
ing in some more direct way in the production of this phe- 
nomenon than a lesion at some distant point. But that such 
a conclusion is not warrantable, even a cursorv review of the 
history and pathology of many cases teaches. The variety of 
the exciting causes of epilepsy is well known : physical im- 
pressions, fright, anger, etc.; peripheral irritation, as cica- 
tricial contractions, foreign bodies in any of the cavities of 
the body, worms, etc., neuromata, injury and disease of the 
peripheral nerves, irritability of the sexual organs ; over 
exertion, mental or physical ; diseased states of the blood ; 
acute infectious diseases ; and many others that might be 
mentioned which do not involve the brain directly at all. 
When we come to examine the anatomical changes in the 
brains of those who have had epilepsy, we find an equal 
variety in the lesions ; some of which I shall enumerate for 
the sake of the argument, without stopping to give references 
— for I shall include nothing that cannot conveniently be 
found in the ordinary books of reference — for example: 
Wounds to the cranium and brain, exostoses, hypertrophy of 
certain apophyses, neoplasms of the dura mater^ cerebral 
tumors, cerebral syphilis, parasites (in the brain), cerebral 
hypertrophy, etc., etc., for the coarser lesions. Among the 
microscopic changes, the following are examples of such as 
have been established as common, or at least not infrequent, 
by the most reliable class of histologists : dilatation of the 
vessels, especially in the posterior half of the medulla, sec- 
ondary atrophy of the medulla, granular cells, increase in the 
number of amyloid bodies, pigmentation of ganglion cells, 
etc.; also changes in the cells of the cervical sympathetic, and 
constriction of the spinal canal, etc. With such a variety of 
exciting and probable exciting causes, it would seem, without 
more definite data from other sources to guide us than we 
possess, presumptuous to select any of them as more imme- 
diately causative than others. 
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Another fact remains ; namely, in a very considerable pro- 
portion of the post-mortem examinations of the brains of those 
who have had epilepsy, no changes, megascopic or micros^ 
copic, can be detected. And again, as Struempell says : '^ The 
very fact that in the intervals between the attacks the patient 
often betrays no sign of disease, shows that epilepsy cannot 
be due to any persistent macroscopic lesion of the tissues." 
Finally, the current theory of the nature of epilepsy leayes 
room for the operation of an unlimited variety of causes; that 
is, of any conditions that may be the occasion of certain func- 
tional disturbances in the circulation of the brain. Corrobora- 
tive of this, I may quote three convenient authors to whom I 
have already referred. Struempell says, '^ We must there- 
fore, for the present be content to assume that the cause of 
the epileptic seizures is an intermittent functional condition 
of irritation." 

Oowers : '^ In the absence of any help from anatomy and 
histology, the pathology of idiopathic epilepsy is a matter of 
hypothesis, based on the influence of organic disease in caus- 
ing similar symptoms, on the result of experiments on ani- 
mals, and on the indications afforded by a study of the symp- 
toms in the light of cerebral physiology." 

''It may be premised as admitting of no question, that the 
muscular spasm is to be regarded as the result of the sudden 
over-action (* discharge ') of nerve cells." 

Rosenthal : '' The hypothesis of a vaso-motor neurosis of 
the brain offers the most satisfactory and simple solution of 
the phenomena which occur during an attack of epilepsy. A 
vascular spasm, starting from the vaso-motor centre, rapidly 
becomes general, and causes cerebral anaemia, thus causing 
an obstruction to the reciprocal reactions which transpire 
between the blood and the brain." 

By the way of farther harmonizing our proposition with 
existing facts, two other features must be briefly noticed, 
namely, heredity and age as predisposing factors in the 
causation of epilepsy. In about one-third of the most care- 
fully recorded cases a distinct hereditary neuropathic taint 
has been traced ; and, among these, many cases in which 
parents and other immediate relatives have had epilepsy. 
But with our present notions of what hereditary transmission 
consists in, it will be claimed by very few, if by any one, that 
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epilepsy is in itself transmissible. That there is, on the other 
hand, a transmission of physical defects that are the basis of 
a neuropathic predisposition, all must admit. Bpilepsy is 
simply one of the evidences of this fact. We find it appear- 
ing in neuropathic families alternately with insanity, neural, 
gia, hysteria, and other conditions that are evidences of this 
diathesis. 

In a large proportion of the subjects of epilepsy, it first 
appears in childhood and youth. Yet the number of cases of 
all descriptions of epileptic convulsions first appearing later 
in life, is sufficiently large to exclude the possibility of making 
the time of life at which they appear a general criterion of 
**true" epilepsy. 

In view of the facts above, it must occur to every one that 
there is little if any room left for the term *^ epileptiform con- 
vulsions." We certainly see the most complete epileptic 
convulsions of a transient character, occurring only once, or 
twice, and never returning. On the other hand, the slightest 
kind of spasms are frequently enough very persistent, lasting 
a lifetime. Where does the distinction between ''true" and 
'' false " epilepsy come in ? Briefly summarizing, it is not in 
the character of the convulsions, the presence or loss of con- 
sciousness, the exciting or predisposing causes, or in the age, 
that it is to be found. I have purposely left out of considera- 
tion one item to make it more conspicuous at this point, 
namely, the curability of epilepsy, or to put it more mildly, 
the length of time that it resists ordinary treatment. After 
all, is this not the point on which most of us differentiate what 
we are pleased to call true epilepsy from other things? A 
large proportion of cases are incurable, among them epi- 
lepsy of all degrees of severity. It is the prominence of this 
one fact that has led to the bad habit of regarding epilepsy as 
practically an incurable disease, and of regarding all convul- 
sions that yield more or less readily to treatment as not epi- 
lepsy, and therefore not deserving of much therapeutic atten- 
tion. If, in this matter, there were only involved a quibble 
about nomenclature, we might profitably pass it by to finally 
become arranged in the natural course of events ; but there is 
a very practical matter involved, namely, the evil conse- 
quences that are the frequent results of these misapprehen- 
sions. It is because I have been frequently and forcibly im- 
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pressed with this fact, and especially during the past year, 
that I have attempted this humble protest. In looking over 
material that would assist me in shaping it, I have found in sev- 
eral instances my own experiences expressed in the language 
of prominent authorities : 

^* I have been surprised, in passing among medical men, 
to learn of the prevalence of the belief that the treatment 
of an epilepsy is either useless or only temporarily benefi- 
cial. Had this opinion been confined to the ill-informed 
smatterers who saunter into every calling, and who can be 
found on occasion even in our learned profession, I should 
have not wondered ; but I have also found it largely among 
earnest, honest, well-read practitioners, whose knowledge of 
general medicine and surgery was fairly equal to the emer- 
gencies of their career.'' — Db. Landon Carter Gray, N, Y. 
Med. Jour., Jan. 2Sth, 1884. 

'^ I have already given it as the summary of my experi- 
ence, that petit-mal is often ignored for years, and is usually 
looked upon as a trivial affection. It is my present purpose 
to urge the early recognition and careful treatment of this 
seemingly insignificant symptom. It appears infinitely less 
serious than grand'tnal or fits ; yet I can assure you that the 
contrary is true. Pelit'tnaly especially the flash-like form is 
exceedingly rebellious to treatment. I have now several lit- 
tle patients who continue to have several Hums' a day, despite 
the use of as much bromide, etc., as their systems will bear. 
* * * * In all forms of epilepsy the date of its recognition 
as epilepsy is an all-important factor in prognosis." — Dr. E. 
C. Sbguin, JV. F. Medical Record, Aug. 6th, 1881., 



The Medical and Surgical Society of Western Illinois 
held a very interesting meeting at Jersey ville, on Aug. 1, last. 

A Witch Trial is said to have occurred before a Justice 
of the Peace, in Green Bay, Wis. An old woman was accused 
of having cast a spell upon some women and children. What 
the decision of the local Dogberry was we have been unable 
to learn. What ought to be done with bim for permitting 
such tom-foolery is plain to any one. 
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ST. LOUIS CITY HOSPITAL. 

Cases Repobtbd by H. C. Dalton, M. D., Superintendent 
City Hospital. 

Case I. — Ileo-Colitis, with Peculiar Symptoms. — B. 
J., male. SBt. 36, American, married, cook. The previous 
health and family history of the patient were both good, and 
nothing pointing to syphilis as the origin of his existing dis- 
ease could be obtained. 

During the summer of 1886, he had a diarrhoea which 
gave him more or less trouble. One evening in November ^he 
first experienced a sharp pain in the upper part of the abdo- 
men, radiating thence into the inguinal and perineal regions. 
For a time it showed a regularly intermittent character, ap- 
pearing every other day. He also had peculiar sensations as 
of throbbing, burning, etc., around the anus. The irritability 
of the bowels continued, some of the passages being tinged 
with blood. At this stage of his illness, he entered the hos- 
pital. A physical examination disclosed no lesion of the 
heart, lungs, or liver ; the spleen was enlarged. Abdominal 
tenderness conformed strikingly to the outlines of the large 
intestine. He was then unable to lie down, on account of 
roaring in his ears, and tendency to vertigo and hallucinations 
when he would assume that position. The pain in the hypo- 
gastrium soon became the most prominent symptom ; it was 
of a cutting, lancinating character, darting frequently down 
the thighs. For a time it yielded to sedatives, but after that 
the paroxysms acquired such intensity, that except when 
large doses of morphia were given, they would cause the 
patient to writhe and groan in agony, and were followed by 
profuse sweating and prostration. A rectal examination dis- 
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closed the presence of a number of pea-sized adenomata 
growing from its mucous membrane. These were remoyed 
with the index finger, and a transient relief followed. About 
this time, March, 1887, attention was drawn to the presence in 
the left hypochoudrium, of a tumor which soon reached the 
size of a double fist. On account of its solid but doughy feel, 
its slow growth, and the fact that he passed some scybalous 
masses in his stools, feecal accumulation was diagnosticated* 
Castor oil and a few drops of oleum tiglii brought away a 
large quantity of hardened f»ces, and the tumor disappeared. 

While it existed, however, another change occurred which 
was quite remarkable : On the morning of March 20th, upon 
awaking the patient noticed that there was complete loss of 
motion and sensation in both lower extremities ; it was found 
on subsequent examination that the paraplegia extended from 
the costal arch downwards. Pins stuck in up to the head any- 
where over this region gave no pain. At ten o^clock the 
same morning, sensation began to re-appear over the abdo- 
men, and by noon the power of motion was beginning to re- 
turn in the limbs ; the next day both were wholly regained. 
No cause, other than a transient congestion of the spinal cord, 
could be assigned for the production of this temporary 
paralysis. 

Derangement of the bladder was next made manifest. 
The urine was voided with difficulty, requiring the stimulus 
of an accompanying movement of the bowels for its accom- 
plishment. It was highly colored, strongly alkaline, and 
loaded with phosphates, and caused considerable pain before 
and during its passage. Fever had been continuous, but 
with evening exacerbations, for some time. 

The persistently recurring pain required increasing doses 
of morphia for its control. Constipation alternated with 
diarrhoea for the next few months, during which various 
methods of treatment, such as special diet, antiseptic 
and astringent enemata, etc., were used with the object of 
healing the inflamed bowel. In October, 1887, marked dys- 
phagia appeared; food — especially solids — tended to '*stick'' 
in his throat. The rapid increase in severity of this symp- 
tom, together with marked emaciation, delirium, prolonged 
perspiration, marked the approach of the end. Death occur- 
ed Oct. 19th, 1887. 
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Autopsy. — Cerebral tissue normal ; the ependyma of 
ventricles was somewhat thickened. On the border of the 
the choroid plexus numerous sago-like bodies were observed. 
Everything else normal except the following : The mucous 
membrane of the ileum was much congested; that of the 
colon was inflamed and studded with numerous ulcers of' 
various size and depth, and especially in its lower portion 
with small adenoid growths, similar to those taken away 
during life. The mucous membrane of the rectum was thick- 
ened and congested. The enlarged spleen weighed 121 oz. 
Its capsule gave evidence of previous perisplenitis. The 
spinal cord was examined, without anything abnormal being 
found. 

Case II. — Chronic Naso-Pharyngitis, with Extension 
of the Inflammation to the Frontal Sinus — Trephined- 
Recovery. — D. M., aged 45, male, Irishman, single, laborer, 
was admitted Jan. 2nd, 1888, and gave the following history : 
His general health had been good prior to four years ago, 
when he had pneumonia. After that, he had never been 
thoroughly well — pain in the right hypochondrium, and cough 
had been very annoying. During the previous year, he had 
expectorated much greenish, fetid mucus; there had been 
almost constant irritation of the pharynx. Inspection of that 
organ showed it to be much inflamed, and its mucous mem- 
brane covered with secretion similar to that he had been ex- 
pectorating. The nasal mucous membrane was similarly af- 
fected, and the patient's hoarse voice indicated the implica- 
tion also of the larynx. Gargle and spray were given for asr 
tringent and sedative effects, with only slight relief. A month 
or so later, he began to complain of pain in the forehead, 
which became so severe that he was unable to sleep or rest. 
Next, pitting on pressure — the classical sign of the existing 
affection — was noticeable in the tissues of the forehead. I 
decided that there was an accumulation of pus in the frontal 
sinus, unable to gain exit on account of the swelling of the 
mucous membrane of the canal leading thence into the nasal 
cavity. A vertical incision about two inches long, was made 
one-third of an inch to the left of the median line of fore- 
head, just over the frontal sinus. A perforation was then 
made by chiseling a hole through the latter, and thick, creamy 
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pus welled out. The sinus was thoroughly washed with boric 
acid solution, the opening was tented, and antiseptic dressing 
applied. The patient was, of course, greatly relieved and 
steadily improved thereafter. 

In a few days communication was re-established between 
the sinus and nasal cavity through the infundibulum, allow- 
ing of free washing and drainage by that channel. Afber some 
weeks of such treatment the artificial opening closed and 
healed. 

At the time of his discharge, April 23rd, his health was 
good and the condition of the naso-pharynx was very greatly 
improved. 



Clinical Heports from pripate practice. 

Benzoate of Sodium in Gastbo-Intestinal Derangements. 
By C. H. Powell, A.M., M.D., Normandy, Mo. 

Having observed an article a few months past on the use 
of this drug in the treatment of follicular tonsillitis, by Dr. 
Boisliniere, Jr., and having treated a number of cases with 
this drug since the publication of the article, has led me to 
give my experience. I have found, as the doctor stated, that 
the career of the disepse is shortened, the symptoms miti- 
gated^ and the general constitutional disturbance very much 
diminished. I cannot too highly extol the administration of 
the drug in the present disease. I have used it in large doses, 
frequently repeated, even on infants, and have never observed 
the slightest injurious consequence. It is not in this disease 
that I desire to call particular attention as to its therapeutical 
efficacy, but in the treatment of derangements of the gastro- 
intestinal tract. It often happens in children that a portion 
of undigested aliment remains within the stomach, and, as 
stated by Dr. Bremer at a recent meeting of the St. Louis 
Medical Society, '* becomes a focus of systemic infection;" 
hence arises the fever ; hence the nausea and vomiting, fol- 
lowed later on by diarrhoea — efforts on the part of nature to 
rid the system of the effete material. It is in such cases that 
the benzoate of sodium is particularly indicated. I have used 
it in combination with bismuth in the treatment of cholera 
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infantum with much bucccbs. In dyspepsia, where there is a 
constant tendencj of the food to regurgitate ; where there is 
the accumulation of gas attended with cardialgia ; where there 
is dilatation of the stomach — the benzoate of sodium com- 
bined with tincture of nux vomica has been particularly effica- 
cious in my hands. The drug has won a reputation in the 
treatment of diphtheria from the experience of German phy- 
sicians. My limited use of it, however, in that disease, will 
not enable me to express an opinion as to its potency. I em- 
ployed it but once ; the patient recovered from the disease 
per 86, but died on the eighteenth day of heart failure. 

The benzoate of sodium possesses virtues seemingly but 
slightly appreciated by physicians, and I am inclined to 
think it will yet find its place as a specific, alone or in combi- 
nation with other drugs, in the treatment of some at least of 
the diseases under consideration. 



Corresponbence. 

Civilized vs. Savage Smokers. 

Editors St. Louis Medical and Surgical Journal: 

European civilization and its American suckling took from 
the red skins the vice of using tobacco. But there was no 
doubt more savagery in the taking than in the giving. Invet- 
erate smokers as there are in uncounted numbers among the 
civilized whites, cancer cases in consequence of cigars and short 
stem pipes, like the cases of Gen. Grant and the Emperor of 
Germany, are not found among the savage redskins. With the 
Indian the first thing to do in the morning, is not to light his 
pipe and continue smoking all day long; but the calumet 
is an article of ritual etiquette, and not used except on occas- 
sions of ceremony. The savage does not sit down all by him- 
self, puffing away like a smoke stack, as though paid for de- 
troying tobacco, but his smoking is performed aesthetically, 
with an underlying idea, and as a symptomatic and sympa- 
thetic link in the chain of his social habits. The calumet 
with the Indian is, as it were, a religious object. He conse- 
crates tobacco to the Spirit of his belief, and his smoking the 
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pipe of peace is his swearing to keep the latter. It is therefore, 
not surprising to see the savages free from disease from smoking 
This is never so excessive as to draw after it disastrous con- 
sequences, and the latter, among the civilized nations, appear 
like a Nemesis : by the abuse of tobacco fate paid off on 
them the pernicious effect, which the excessive use of liquor 
had on the redskins. Both of them were castigated for 
the abuse of their mutual inheritance, by neither of the two 
knowing, as Ho theirs, how to keep within the bounds of 
moderation. C. A. F. Lindormb. 

Fort Reed, Fla., Aug. 10, 1888. 



German Methods of Teaching. 

Kiel, Aug. 3, 1888. 
Editors St. Louis Medical and Surgical Journal : 

A few days ago I visited the surgical clinic of Prof, von 
Esmarch who, by the way, will visit St. Louis in the latter 
part of August or early in September. In his clinic some 
half dozen cases, among them cases of actinomycosis cervicis, 
tuberculosis cutis, talipes, and spontaneous fracture of the 
femur were presented to* the class. As each one was presented 
it was assigned to a student to write up the history and follow 
up the treatment ordered. Two cases were operated upon. To 
my surprise I saw that Prof, von Esmarch did not perform 
tenotomy subcutaneously, in the case of talipes, but first ex- 
posed the tendon and then cut it. I am told that he does not 
make subcutaneous tenotomies at all. As a clinical operator 
von Esmarch is exceedingly good, accompanying his opera- 
tions with an almost uninterrupted series of remarks explana- 
tory of every step taken. 

In the medical and gynaecological clinics, instruction is 
given in the same manner as in the surgical. Patients are 
assigned to individual students for observation, and the re- 
sults of these observations are presented to the class on clinic 
days. The examination of patients is very thorough and ex- 
act, and the students are not tortured with the same exceed- 
ingly limited number of questions about the same limited 
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repertoire of diseases every recurring clinic day as I have 
sometimes experienced while at the City Hospital. 

To-day I attended the meeting of the Association of Phy- 
sicians of Schleswig-Holstein. Its chief interest for me lay 
in the fact that Prof, von Esmarch presented a case of multiple 
papillomata of the larynx upon which he had successfully 
operated. He operated as it was first intended to be done in 
the case of the late Emperor Frederick, i. e., he opened the 
larynx and removed the neoplasm. The patient is almost 
ready to be discharged. Wm. N. Beggs, M. D. 
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THE MYSTERIOUS IN MEDICINE. 

Medicine may be said to be the outgrowth of superstition. 
The primitive sorcerer, witch or priest, who pretended to pos- 
sess certain powers, not commonly shared by all, was very 
soon invoked to use them for the benefit of those stricken by 
disease. Out of such rude beginnings there Wfis evolved 
more or less system, which became perfected as observation 
grew broader and experiments more numerous. Faith in the 
exponent of the healing art was one of the essentials of suc- 
cess, and to obtain this faith certain artifices were necessary. 
A feeling of awe always increases faith, and nothing will cre- 
ate awe more rapidly and more thoroughly than mystery. Of 
a necessity, then, the exponents of primitive medicine were 
mysterious in all of their actions, and the greatest care was 
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exercised in the training of disciples that they should also 
perpetuate this mystery. 

Are we, of the nineteenth century, much in advance of our 
savage ancestors ? Do not physicians still attempt to shroud 
the art of medicine with much of that selfsame mystery ? The 
physician of to-day uses different methods, but this is neces- 
sary, as the environments have changed in a considerable de- 
gree. The weaknesses of human nature, however, remain 
unchanged, and the same methods, mutatis mutandisj achieve 
the same results. Look at some of the machinery employed. 
The grave look, the wrinkling brow, the fixed stare, the air of 
apparent contemplation,the crabbed writing,the Latin of more 
or less doubtful origin, are all the ** properties" of the mys- 
terious. 

This is not all. There are many, too many, perhaps, who 
trade upon this weakness. Who give excellent advice which 
in itself would be sufficient, but who supplement it with 
drugs, oftimes inert, in order to create the impression that the 
result, if favorable, was due to the mysterious potency of the 
drops or pills that were administered. These are the ones who, 
in the eyes of the laity, are possessed of inestimable treas- 
ures in the shape of wonderful specifics, and whose wares are 
handed from one to the other for various ailments. A failure 
of the drug to achieve results in others merely adds to the 
mystery of the affSeiir, and our modern sorcerer is accredited 
with a wonderful knowledge of the ** constitution" of his 
patient. 

He becomes accustomed to this sort of thing, so much so 
that he finally arrogates to himself such powers, and the pub- 
lic at large is confirmed in its errors. Where the remedy lies 
is obvious. When it will be applied is not so clear. Like 
many other and great reforms, peculiar conditions are neces- 
sary to bring about the desired result, and, in addition, the 
action of those fitted for the work. We can only watch and 
wait. 

THE HEW-GAG ONCE MORE SOUNDED, BUT TOO SOON. 

Paddy's motto, "never hurroo until ye're out of the woods 
at Doi^ny brook Fair," is a mighty good one to be borne in 
mind by performers of " daring operations " and inventors 
of '^revolutions in surgery" in all branches, and transplan- 
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ters of rabbit's eyes and of rabbit's corneas are no exception 
to the rule. 

Some three months ago Dr. Fox, of Philadelphia, for the 
purpose of supplanting an opacity, conveyed or transplanted 
to the centre of the cornea of the eye of a woman a piece of 
rabbit's cornea. The case was forthwith, and as usual, given 
to the reporters of the local secular press and got a grand 
send off, being heralded in displayed head-lines as a grand 
SUCCESS, ** the eye seing nicely through the rabbit's cornea." 
The report was telegraphed all over the country with the 
usual flourishes, and a few days later was republished cum 
commentis in a St. Louis paper that makes a specialty of 
surgical sensations, ghost stories, and Nimrod's lies. 

Soon afterwards. Dr. Fox, went to the meeting of 
the American Medical Association, at Cincinnati, and was 
prevailed upon while there to give a full description of the 
whole case for publication in the Enquirer of that city. That 
report was again republished in the St. Louis papers, after 
which farther publication of the ** remarkable surgery " was 
turned over to the medical press, which is just getting well 
warmed up to the subject. 

Well — a dispatch now comes to the first exploiters and 
finders of the marvel, the daily secular press, stating that the 
operation is an utter failure. The woman has since been ex- 
amined by another physician (in Dr. Fox's absence) and the 
eye {oxxnd ^^ practically sightless, the transplanted cornea being 
uniformly opaque'^ — a result which puts Dr. Fox in rather an 
unenviable predicament just now. 

While, as physicians anxious to see every obstacle in the 
way of utilizing organs or constituent parts of the lower ani- 
mals in reparative surgery on man ; proud of every triumph 
legitimately won, and glorying in the mind that conceives, 
the courage that dares, and the hand that executes each true 
triumph of modern surgery ; and while as human beings, we 
must sympathize with the patient in her cruel disappointment, 
we cannot but feel a certain satisfaction in the fact that in 
this case the notoriety sought and. attained by means so emi- 
nently unethical and illy accordant >nrith the ways of true 
science, should have proven a boomerang of the first order to 
him who availed himself of it. 
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How much better would it have been for Dr. Fox ; how 
much more in accordance with the spirit of the Divine Art of 
Healing, had he quietly awaited the result of his experiment 
and then have made it known through legitimate channels ! 
If success had crowned his labor, how much geater and 
sweeter would be a triumph unsmirched by the ways of the 
charlatan and in which all his professional brethren could 
join I Then too, he would have been spared all the pangs 
that must attend a failure which has been prematurely and 
brazenly trumpeted to the ends of the world as a *^ grand 
success" I 

For the credit of American surgery we are glad to be able 
to say that the habit of sending out through the Associated 
Press these highly spiced ^'surgical sensations," is confined 
to but a small portion of our country, and to a minority of 
the profession even in that. New York and Philadelphia 
enjoy an almost complete monopoly of the business ; and 
though once in a great while one of the ^^ sensations " hails 
from some other point, the method of reporting and the lan- 
guage used in the recital show that it is the work of some en- 
terprising newspaper-man and does not emanate from the 
operator or one acquainted with surgery. Those from the two 
great centers of the industry, on the contrary, bear every mark 
of authority and careful revision by the hand that held the 
knife. 



Mr. Tait claims that the uterine appendages have as lit- 
tle to do with the sexual appetite of a woman as her front 
teeth. 

Dr. Herman Knapp has been appointed the successor of 
the late Dr. G. B. Agnew, to the chair of ophthalmology in 
the New York College of Physicians and Surgeons. 

The Tariff on Microscopes and accessories is not less 
than 40%, while that on scientific books is 25% and yet the 
U. S. Treasury is filled to repletion. 

Introducer of Quinin^. — Josiah Bartlett/ whose statue 
has just been dedicated at ^mesburg, in honor of the part he 
took in issuing the Declaration of Independence, was the in- 
troducer of Quinine as a medicine in this country. 
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Department of Znicroscopg. 



CONDUCTED BY 



Frank L. James, Ph. D., M. D., of St. Louis. 



THE AMERICAN SOCIETY OF M1CR08COPI8TS. 

(Notes from the 10th Annual Meeting held at Columbus, Ohio, 

August 21-25.) 

American vs. Foreign Microscopes ; The Verdict of 
an Impartial Expert. — One man that everybody wanted to 
see^ that everybody shook hands with; and that greeted every- 
body^ but more especially the older members with a warmth 
and cordiality that made them feel that it came from the heart 
and that they were truly welcome to Columbus was Prof. H. 
J. DetmerS; M. D., V. S., of the Ohio University (which is 
located at Columbus). 

Dr. Detmers is a German by birth and education, a thor- 
ough man of science, however, who when it comes to ques- 
tions of scientific interest knows no country and has but one 
creed — ''the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the 
truth " so far as it is possible for man to know and to tell it. 
The doctor was called to Europe a few months ago on busi- 
ness and has just returned home. He took with him some 
objectives made by American makers and some test objects 
determined that while abroad he would settle so far as possi- 
ble under the circumstances, the relative merits of these in- 
struments as compared with those of the best German opti- 
cians manipulated by experts. At the morning session of 
the first day, Dr. Detmers made a report of the result in the 
shape of a paper which he read, or rather delivered ofi*hand 
in his own forcible and convincing manner. The title of this 
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paper was ''What I saw in the Optical Bstablishments of 
Germany," and the following is the gist of his remarks : 
'' At the Pittsburg meeting last year when the question came 
up in a casual way, in talking of a new celebrated screed of a 
Boston party who affects foreign models and belittles Ameri- 
can microscopes, I expressed the opinion that the best 
foreign objectives and microscopes were in no way superior 
to the best American instruments. At that time I had had 
but limited opportunities for testing the foreign lenses made 
of the new apochromatic glass and my personal knowledge 
was confined to the examination of certain of Zeiss' own 
make, notably a one-twelfth (A) which I had critically and 
carefully compared with a one-fifteenth (A) of Robert Tolles, 
a one-tenth (iV)of the Herbert Spencer, and a one-twelfth (fj) 
of Bausch & Lomb. Since that time I have visited and 
spent several days in the establishment of Leitz and of Sei- 
bert of Wetzlar and of Zeiss at Jena. I put one whole day in 
each place in giving the objectives of each maker a chance to 
show what they could do with an Amphipleura pellucida 
from Lake Nepesink, mounted in balsam by Dr. Somers. 
Each maker manipulated his own objectives with the excep- 
tion of Carl Zeiss. He was ill and the manipulation was 
entrusted to his brother Dr. Roderick Zeiss, who is an ac- 
knowledged expert in no way inferior to his more celebrated 
brother. 

"Not one of them could effect a resolution. 

"I did it easily with my one-tenth of Herbert Spencer and 
one-twelfth of Bausch & Lomb (the only two that I used). 

"Foreigners hate test diatoms and affect to despise their 
resolutions ; but I say that an instrument that cannot find the 
markings of diatoms cannot show the more delicate and equ- 
ally fine markings or matters in other things, and that conse- 
quently these diatom tests are of great value as test objects. 

"When the test of vision with the microscope was over I 
then challenged them to the crucial test of photography. 

"The results were the same. Here I hand you a photo- 
graph of the same amphipleura made by Dr. Roderick Zeiss 
with the most costly and elaborate outfit that I ever saw. 
He worked with a specially* constructed camera costing hun- 
dreds of marks (24 cts. each), sunlight and a marvelously 
constructed heliostat, and used eosin plates. Here is mine 
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made by lamplight^ using the simplest contrivances. Com- 
pare them I [Here Dr. Detmers handed around two positive 
plates for inspection, the one made by Roderick Zeiss with the 
elaborate outfit and the other by himself with a twenty-five 
cent coal oil lamp and an ordinary gelatin dry plate. The 
former was blurred and haloed with diffraction spectra until it 
looked like a photomicrograph of the markings of a pleura- 
9igma angulatum rather than of amphipleura peUucida, while 
the latter was as clean and' sharp as though it wer<^ a photo- 
graph of a forty foot ladder. F. L. J.] 

* 'Now they — Zeiss, Seibert, Leitz and all of them, claim 
that above all things their lenses are free from color, apochro- 
matic, and that photography is the crucial test. There is the 
result. 

*'In lenses well corrected for color, the visual and chemical 
foci should coincide. This I found to be the case in all the 
German instruments tested by me on these occasions, but the 
same is true of the American lenses exhibited and manipu- 
lated by me, as they very candidly admitted, and further that 
they were the equal in this respect, of the best that are made 
of the new glass. 

'*As to the formulae used, it seems to me after a critical and 
exhaustive examination that ours is the best. Our definition 
is better, sharper and crisper and the resolution is equally 
as good. 

^^As to prices: A German apochromatic one-twelfth (i^) of 
the best make costs five hundred marks ($120.00); an Ameri- 
can one-tenth of similarly good make costs $80.00 to $100.00. 
Wherein lies the greater economy, supposing that the Ger- 
man was absolutely as good as the American ? 

^^As to stcmda: Since my day, or rather very lately the 
Germans, particularly Zeiss, have improved somewhat, but 
only in so far as they have borrowed American ideas and fol- 
lowed American models ; but they yet stick to the low, squat- 
ty, clumsy models, leaving no room either above or below the 
stage for accessories, but getting over the difficulties thus en- 
gendered by a multiplicity of ingenious special appliances for 
which the American stands have no need. 

^'One thing more about the advantages of American objec- 
tives. They do not need special eye pieces and those of the 
best class, are not so sensitive to a little variation in tube 
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kngth as the German's claim to be (although I found in the 
examination of Zeiss' lenses that a little variation of the tube 
length didn't make such agreat difference either)." 

The above is a running report of Dr. Detmer's remarks. 
Those who had the pleasure of examining the photographs 
will not soon forget the wonderful difference between the pro- 
duct of Dr. Roderick Zeiss' manipulations, with his costly 
apparatus and that taken by Dr. Detmers, as we have seen 
him do it, with absolutely no apparatus but a lamp and a 
microscope with a little cheap camera attachment. 

When Prof. Minot's name was mentioned to the doctor, 
he said '^Monsieur Minnow you mean. I doubt if he ever 
looked through a first-class objective in his life. He was 
after a little cheap notoriety and he got it — at the expense o 
his Americanism." 

Butter and Fats— The Work of the U. S. Depart- 
ment of Agriculture. — Among the most remarkable exhibits 
made before the Society, or, indeed, that have ever been 
made anywhere, were the lantern slides of the crystals of 
butter and the fats (animal and vegetable) used in its sophis- 
tication, adulteration and counterfeiting. These were from 
photomicrographs by Dr. Tom Taylor, Microscopist of the 
Department, and were colored in the most exquisite manner 
to represent the appearance of the crystals under polarized 
light. Each slide was a work of art, and so faithful to nature 
that it was very difficult to make those who had not had the 
pleasure of examining the slides, believe that the projec- 
tions were not polariscopic. Dr. Taylor was the pioneer in 
this work, and it has been but a few years since the idea of 
using the microscopic and polariscopic appearances of the 
crystals of the different fats as tests of their purity, first pre- 
sented by him at the Cleveland meeting of the society, was 
fairly hooted at by a large portion of the scientific men of the 
country. To the Society is due the credit of first impartially 
examining into Dr. Taylor's claims,and of reporting favorably 
thereon. To-day the very men who three years ago derided 
and lampooned Dr. Taylor, are using his very methods, quiet- 
Iv and conveniently ignoring alike the origin of the same and 
tneir own unreasoning opposition thereto. A paper on the 
subject, illustrated by Dr. Taylor will soon appear in the 
Journal. 

NOTES. 

The Meeting. — In point of attendance the meeting was 
the smallest that the Society has had in several years. For 
this there are severel good reasons, chief of which however 
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was the protraction of the meeting of the American Associa- 
tion for the Advancement of Science into the second week, 
thus converting what would have been an advantage to the 
Society (i. e. the propinquity in time and place of meeting) 
into a serious misfortune. Fully two- thirds of the older 
working members of the Society are also members of the As- 
sociation and are many of them, on important committees, 
hold ofSices in sections, etc., of the latter. In some instances 
members of both societies were bulletined to read papers in the 
Association on the very days when they should have been in 
attendance at the meetings of the Society. The question how 
to avoid this trouble in the future is a puzzling one, but it is 
also a vital one, and must be solved, or the days of prosperity 
of the Society, are, I fear numbered. It would seem to the 
superficial observer that there should be no very great diffi- 
culty in arriving at a satisfactory solution of the matter, but 
as usual, in such questions, the real obstacles are found onl^ 
on more intimate examination of the problem. Be this as it 
may, the feeling is strong among the men who have the wel- 
fare of the Society at heart that its usefulness is seriously 
threatened and that something must be done immediately if 
we would avert repetitions of this year's failure in numbers. 

The local Society and the Ohio State Association, which 
has its headquarters here, feel the matter keenly, as they had 
gone to considerable expense and trouble to ensure a good 
meeting, and great credit is due to them for the elaborate and 
delightful entertainments which they provided for us. Prof. 
H. J. Detmers had hurried home from Europe to be present 
and after arrival gave up his whole time to Society matters. 

While the average attendance was not large, among those 
who were on hand were several of the old-time members who 
were absent from the last two meetings. Among these we 
were especially glad to note the presence of Dr. Tom Taylor> 
of Washington, Dr. John Sloan and Dr. W. A. Clapp, of 
New Albany, Ind., Miss Mary A. Booth, of Longmeaciow, 
Mass., and Prof. Henry Mills, of Buflfalo, N. Y. 

Among the absent and accounted for was Governor J D. 
Cox, who we are sorry to learn was forced to go to Colorado 
for his health. He is a tower of strength to the Society and 
is always missed when he is away. 

The following officers were elected to serve for the ensuing 
year: President, Dr. W. J. Lewis, of Hartford, Conn.; Vice- 
Prefiidents, Drs. F. L. James, of St. Louis and A. M. Bleile, 
of Columbus, Ohio ; Secretary, T. J. Burrill ; Treasurer, S, 
M. Musgrove; Executive Committee, Messrs. Jacobs, Mellor 
and Seaman. 
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NoTB— In the next number of the Journal some additional notes of this meet- 
ing will be published, a limitation of space haTing crowded them out of this issue. 
-F. L. J. 
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Diseases. 

CONDUCTED BY 

A. H. Ohmann-Dumbsnil, A. M., M. D., of St. Louis. 

An Antiseptic Soap. — A good and, at the same time, un- 
irritating soap is quite a desideratum especially in the treat- 
ment of the skin. The following surgical soap is said by its 
originator to be not only antiseptic but unirritating and the 
potash it contains gives it the power of acting energetically 
on the horny layer of the skin. The formula is as follows : 

Oil of sweet almonds 72 parts. 

Caustic soda. 24 parts. 

Caastic potash 12 parts. 

Zinc Bulpho-c&rbolate 2 parts. 

Oil of roses }part. 

The caustics are slowly added to the oil as also the sulpho- 
/Carbolate of zinc and carefully mixed until homogenous, keep- 
ing the mass at a temperature of 68^ F. for several days. The 
idea of this soap originated with Bottini of Milan. 

Onycho-Atrophia. — This is the name given to a condi- 
tion, observed by Dr. Sherwell, in a patient whom he pre- 
sented not long since before the New York Dermatological 
Society. The patient was a woman of 55, a widow and a 
native of Ireland. About two years previously she had an 
eruption, apparently erythematous in nature, which appeared 
on both legs below the knees. At the same time, the nails on 
both feet began to thicken at the base, and finally their com- 
plete loss occurred. During the past two or three years the 
patient has complained of general lassitude and aversion to 
exertion. Obscure neuralgic symptoms have always been 
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complained of; but there is no evidence of any diathesis. 
The urine, upon examination, proved to be normal. The 
conclusion of Dr. Sherwell was that it was an atrophy of the 
nails due, most probably to some obscure nervous trouble. 

Eccentric Pustular Dermatitis.^-A new form of skin 
disease has recently been presented by M. Hallopeau (Journal 
de Midedne et de Chirurgie Pratiques) for which he proposes 
the rather lengthy name o/ pustular dermatitis in disseminated 
foci, with eccentric progression (dermatite pustuleuse en foyers 
disseminis, d progression excentrique). The disease shows it- 
self in small disseminated groups of pustules, at first small, 
with an erythematous base and in whose vicinity others form 
so as to produce patches of some extent. All parts of the body 
may be successively attacked. In the case presented the 
mouth was first attacked, then the lips, the hands, the but- 
tocks, the vulva, this process having occupied two years. 
The best results have been those obtained from the local use 
of iodoform. 

Treatment of Naevi. — Dr. Wm. S. Gottheil contributes 
an interesting article on surgical dermatology to the Inter- 
national Journal of Surgery and Antiseptics. In speaking of 
the treatment of naevi he states, and with reason, that elec- 
trolysis is a very safe and successful method of treatment and 
one to be highly recommended. There is but little pain and 
the resulting scars are reduced to a minimum. One or more 
needles are to be attached to the negative — and a needle, or 
if the growth is large, a charcoal point to the positive pole. 
When the current is applied small bubbles of gas appear at 
the side of the needle, the blood within the nsevus clots and 
the tumor turns a bluish-white. If carefully done there will 
be no sloughing, and a good result will follow, as I have ob- 
served in a number of cases. 

Acute Pemphigus.— A case of this rare condition is re- 
ported in the Medical Record^ of New York, by Dr. T. Hamil- 
ton Burch. The patient was a negro of nineteen who had just 
recovered from an attack of small-pox. The scalp was the 
seat of a number of ^' small distinct, circular patches, covered 
with a bleb." There wan some pruritus and headache, nau- 
sea, constipation, and general nervousness. The bullae ap- 
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peared over the entire body in forty-eight hours and varied in 
size from a half-dime to a silver dollar. The patient was ill 
fourteen days and then died. The temperature throughout 
was normal, respirations twenty to the minute, and pulse one 
hundred and ten and of good volume. No cause for death 
could be found upon the post-mortem examination. There 
was no indication of collapse, of heart failure or of pulmonary 
oedema. 

Iodide of Potassium. — There are many patients who 
will take iodide of potassium, for a certain length of time, 
without any discomfort and then will suddenly develop symp- 
toms of gastric irritation which nothing will overcome. In 
order to avoid this a very simple method may be employed 
and one which has proven quite successful in my hands. Let 
the iodide be taken in large quantities of milk. It will be 
rapidly absorbed and will occasion no local disturbance. I 
have seen a case, in which the action of this drug so irritated 
the stomach that it had to be administered by inunction, 
rubbed up with lanoline, and this necessarily irritated the 
skin at the point where it was rubbed in. 

Secondary Syphilitic Arthritis. — It is a well known fact, 
lately demonstrated by Fournier, that syphilis, when it has 
arrived at its secondary period, may give rise to articular 
troubles. Of course, there is no general consensus of opinion 
upon this point and syphilitic arthritis is yet a condition sub 
judice. G. Cheminade reports two cases in the Annates de 
Dermatologie et de Syphiligraphie and gives the following diag- 
nostic signs : 

SIMPLE ARTHRITIS. SECONDARY SYPHILITIC ARTHRITIS. 

Pain very sharp. Pain only on pressure. 

Deformity of joint. Simple swelling of joint. 

Local temperature Temperature the same as that 

elevated. of other joints. 

Cardiac bruit de souffle. Nothing about the heart. 

Abundant and acid sweat. No sweat; very little fever. 

Symmetry of the rheumatic Generally but one joint 
localizations. affected. 

This variety of syphilitic joint affection has been called 
pseudo-rheumatism by Fournier. 
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Department of Diseases of tlje (Eye anb (£av. 

CONDUCTED BY 

A. D. Williams, M. D., St. Louis. 

Transplantation of a Rabbit's Cornea to that of the 
human being, an operation concerning which so much is now 
being said in the secular and medical press (in reference to 
Dr. Fox's fiasco), is not a particularly difficult operation to 
perform. On the contrary, with the proper appliances the 
mere transplantation is a very easy matter! But to get the 
graft to ^^take," to make it receive nourishment and unite with 
its new surroundings so as to remain transparent and perform 
its part of the functions of the cornea in vision, is quite anoth- 
er thing. The cases in which such an operation is at all ap- 
plicable are very rare ; but even though they were compara- 
tively common the uncertainty of the **life'' of the graft (using 
the word life in the sense explained above) must always pre- 
vent it from coming into general use. We must regard the 
transplanting of the cornea, like that of transplanting the 
entire eye, as impracticable. 

Suppurative Dacryocystitis caused by Jequirity. — 
Recently, I had occasion to use jequirity to remove persistent 
pannus. With some of the bean thoroughily pulverized, I 
dusted the inside of the lower lid twice. The reaction was 
decided, but not so violent as that obtained from the solution. 
During the process of the jequiritic inflammation, quite a 
large and extremely hard tumor formed in the region of the 
tear sac. From the fact that there was not the usual "weep- 
ing" after the jequiritic inflammation had passed oif, and the 
great induration, which extended apparently to the periosteum 
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of the surrounding bones, I was under the impression that 
the swelling was due to periostitis and did not affect the 
tear sac. The tumor was tender to pressure, but never pain- 
ful. The hardness and swelling persisting, I made an incis- 
sion and found a small amount of pus in the tear sac, a re- 
sult which demonstrated that the trouble was dacryocystitis 
and not periostitis. Previous to this period the patient had 
not experienced any trouble with the lachrymal apparatus 
and I am of the opinion that the primary cause in this in- 
stance was the jequirity, though this is the first instance of 
the sort that I have met. I probed the nasal duct and treated 
the case in the usual way, and at writing, the tumor and at- 
tendant induration have disappeared. 

The Canal of Schlemm. — This canal has been supposed 
to be concerned in the absorption of all kinds of fluids from 
the anterior chamber, as pus, blood, and even the aqueous 
humor, for it is known that this physiological fluid is con- 
stantly being absorbed. But it is to my mind evident that 
the canal of Schlemm is simply a sinus for the collection of 
venous blood from the surrounding structures, and is simply 
a venous blood carrier. Veins, it is said, open into it, and 
they certainly pass out from it. 

It is at this time only occasionally the source of trouble- 
some haemorrhage after cataract operations. In a recent ex- 
traction I cut into the canal because a large arcus senilis so cov- 
ered up the sclero-corneal junction that I could not exactly tell 
where it was. The result was that I got too far back and cut 
into the canal. Next morning I found that a fresh haemor- 
rhage had occurred, completely filling up the anterior cham- 
ber. The blood however rapidly absorbed and no recurrence 
took place. 

Years ago when we purposely made the incision farther 
back in the sclerotic and consequently nearly always cut into 
the canal, we had repeated haemorrhages from it in more than 
half the cases. In fact we were surprised when they did not 
occur. I remember at least one case where the repeated 
haemorrhages continued for three months, and still a good 
result was obtained. As cataracts are removed now, we rarely 
have after-haemorrhages. 
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Syphilitic Ulceration of the External Meatus. — A 
yoang policeman in the line of his duty received a severe 
blow over the left ear, causing hsemorrhage from the meatus, 
probably from the skin. Suppuration soon set in and con- 
tinned till I saw him a few weeks since. I found several 
smaJl ulcers in the skin, but on the posterior inferior portion 
of the meatus was quite a large and deep ulcer with irregular 
margins, portions of the broken skin projecting up over the 
surface, like warts or hard polypoid growths ; all suppurating 
quite freely. Some of these I snipped off with the scissors 
and cauterized the pedicles freely. My impression was that 
the skin had been broken by the blow and that these hard ez- 
crescenses had grown from the wound. The caustic did not 
act well. The sore assumed an unhealthy appearance and se- 
creted a watery pus, which in turn caused new sores in the 
skin wherever it came in contact with it. Abrasions formed in 
the skin below the auricle where the secretion ran down. I 
did not suspect syphilis, because there were no other visible 
evidences of such trouble. 

On the third day he complained of a sore throat, saying 
that he could not eat because he could not swallow. On inspec- 
tion I was surprised to find a very large, unhealthy, dirty 
ulcer occupying the upper posterior pharynx. This proved 
that the man was syphilitic and he told me he had had the 
disease several years ago. I then knew that the ulcers in the 
meatus were syphilitic, which readily accounted for their pe- 
culiar behavior. 

I prescribed iodide of potassium in 30-grain doses, three 
times a day. Under the treatment the ulcers soon began to 
heal and recovery was rapid. The initial dose of 30 grains 
may to some seem heroic, but the longer I use iodide of po- 
tassium the firmer is my conviction that it should be given in 
large doses. Where it can be tolerated at all, large doses are 
usually borne as well as smaller ones, and their specific effect 
is correspondingly rapid. 

Partial Chromopsy — Green Vision in Spots. — Ten 
years ago a man by an accident suffered the loss of the left 
eye. A small piece of steel or iron struck and cut through the 
sclero-corneal junction and, as I think, lodged somewhere in 
the vitreous humor. The eye became sharply red and some- 
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what painful, but all irritation passed off in a short time and 
though totally blind and somewhat reduced in size, it has 
given him absolutely no trouble since. Very recently, how- 
ever, the vision of the remaining eye began to fail and he 
came under my care. The patient is a man of middle age, and 
save the visual trouble, in perfect health. Examination of 
the failing eye disclosed nothing abnormal either externally 
or internally, except a slight congestion of the optic nerve, 
which may, however, have been natural with him. The 
vision had diminished to less than one-fourth of the normal. 

The strangest symptom in the case is that the patient states 
that all objects appear to him as though partially painted with 
green, not laid on in continuous areas, but in numerous 
splotches or spots, scattered promiscuously over the field of 
vision. The phenomenon is one entirely inexplicable to me. 
The history of the case shows the patient to have used alco- 
holic liquors and smoked tobacco quite freely for years, habits 
which would easily account for the amblyopia ; or the latter 
may be due to sympathetic trouble, though this is unlikely, 
since the blind eye has been free from all irritation for ten 
years. I therefore went upon the diagnosis of whiskey and 
tobacco amblyopia and ordered the patient to stop both habits, 
not abruptly but gradually, and within ten days or so, to free 
himself absolutely from them. I gave him quinine and 
strychnine and requested him to report two weeks hence. 

Concerning the peculiar chromopsia I have absolutely no 
theory, beyond that expressed in a general article on the sub- 
ject printed in the Journal for December, 1887, page 345 
(On the Diagnostic Significance of Chromopsy). 

Aural Vertigo. — I have repeatedly stated in this Journal 
that serious brain symptoms are often caused by comparative- 
ly trivial affections of the ear. I am now treating a middle- 
aged man, who has had persistant and extreme dizziness for 
several weeks. He often staggers on the streets like a drun- 
ken man, and is unable to concentrate his thoughts on busi- 
ness. To use his own expression he '' feels like a man with- 
out a head." If he attempts to turn around suddenly, he is 
compelled to clutch the nearest object to keep from falling. 
Nausea frequently comes on, but up to the present has not 
been followed by vomiting. His vision is disturbed con- 
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stantly, objects appearing to *^ jump to the left.*' He graphi- 
cally describes his nervous condition by saying that he con- 
stantly feels as though he '* was about to fall all to pieces." 
Otherwise he suffers no pain and eats and sleeps fairly 
well. 

During the latter part of last winter he had acute otitis 
media externa of right ear^ which for a time caused him much 
suffering. Suppuration set in slowly, as is usual in such 
cases, the swelling gradually subsided and with it the severe 
pain. About this time the troublesome dizziness set in. 
After the swelling had subsided, and the suppuration had 
ceased, I noticed two small elevations in the skin of the up- 
per wall of the meatus, about as large as half a grain of 
wheat, one situated close down to the drum, the other about 
half an inch farther out. I punctured these elevations and 
found that they were soft and without feeling ; in fact were 
composed of fungous material. I applied lunar caustic to 
them freely and under its influence they disappeared. The 
dizziness was markedly relieved, but in a few days the ex- 
crescences re-appeared and with them the vertigo returned. 
Very recently I thoroughly examined the affected points and 
discovered a small puncture or hole through the skin over the 
outer one and, though I could not discover it, probably the 
same conditions as regards the deeper one. The skin was 
loose, and felt as though there were fluid or some soft material 
beneath it, though nothing could be pressed out. I concluded 
that there must be subcutaneous fungous granulations, which 
would probably sprout out through the orifices mentioned. 
I again applied caustic freely, working it through the opening 
in the skin as thoroughly as possible. Some smarting ensued 
but there was an immediate amelioration in the vertigo and at 
writing, the patient expresses himself as much relieved. If it 
returns, as it probably will, I shall incise the skin so that the 
caustic can be freely applied to the fungosities. 

In making the examination referred to, I made the inter- 
esting discovery that irritation of the skin at the points 
alluded to would incite very severe attacks of vertigo and 
cause objects in the range of vision to appear to jump sudden- 
ly to the left. Once, and once only, did they seem to move 
in the opposite direction. While I was probing the orifice at 
the outer point, there came on suddenly a reflex spasm of all 
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the muBcles of the body. His legs and arms extended them- 
selves and his head twisted sharply to the left. The patient 
cried out, not from pain as he afterwards explained, but be- 
cause he felt, like he ^* was spinning around on a fly-wheel." 
These phenomena leave no room for doubt that the cause of 
the cerebral and nervous perturbations is located in and under 
the skin of the upper wall of the meatus. This is the first 
case that I have ever seen in which the cause lay within the 
skin. In all other cases of vertigo due to aural troubles, that 
I have met, the cause has been some diseased condition of 
one or both drum cavities. 



€xcerpts from Hussian anb poHslj 3ournaIs. 

CONDUCTED BY 

Valerius Idelson, M. D., of Berne, Switzerland. 

Ichthyol in Erysipelas. — In the Meditzinskoie Obozrenie, 
No. 12, 1888, p. 1164, Dr. Vasily L. Jadkevitch, of Novgorod- 
Seversk, emphatically recommends giving the most extensive 
trial to the ichthyol treatment of erysipelas. He adduces 
five striking cases of his own, in which the morbid process 
was rapidly cut short by means of an ointment made of equal 
parts of sulphichthyolate of ammonia and lard, and rubbed 
into the part affected three or four times daily. The oint- 
ment is preferred by Dr. Jadkevitch to Unna's ichthyolic collo- 
dion, on the ground that the former can be easily removed 
from the parts, while the collodion leaves a black disfiguring 
film which, to the patient's discomfort and annoyance (espec- 
ially in facial cases), remains firmly adherent for a long time 
after his recovery. 

Strychnine in Diabetes Mellitus. — In the St. Petersburg 
monthly Meditzinshia Pribarleriia R^Morskomu SbarnikU 
("Medical Supplements to the Marine Review," published 
by the Russian Admiralty,) May, 1888, p. 398, Dr. 0. V. 
Korjenevsky, of Astrakhan, details a remarkable case of dia- 
betes (of obscure origin, in a strongly built naval officer) 
cured by the internal use of strychnine in ascending doses. 
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from Tnr to ^ of a grain a day. The amount of sugar had 
already fallen at the end of a month and decreased steadily 
during three more months, when not a trace of glucose could 
he found in the patient's urine. During the treatment^ the 
gentleman was allowed to eat everything except sugar and 
jams. When examined about a year after his recovery, the 
patient was still quite well and his urine quite free from sugar. 
Strychnine was resorted to after the ordinary anti-diabetic 
therapeutic methods had failed. It was thought by Dr. Kor- 
jenevsky to be indicated as a drug which is capable of stimu- 
lating innervation and augmenting the blood pressure, dia- 
betes being a ^' disturbance of the general systemic metabol- 
ism, dependent upon some failure of innervation with lowered 
arterial tension.'' 

Vaginal Irrigations in Retention of Placenta. — In the 
St. Petersburg weekly Vratch, No. 26, 1888, p. 502, Dr. Leon 
N. Varnek, of the Basmannaia Infirmary for Laborers, in 
Moscow, recorded a remarkable case of a prolonged retention 
of extremely firmly adherent placenta, in a weak, ansemic 
cook, aged 37, in which, after alarming septicsemic symptoms 
had gradually developed and all the usual means for remov- 
ing the foreign body from the womb utterly failed, vaginal 
irrigation with a 1% carbolic solution proved ultimately suc- 
cessful. The expulsion took place on the ninth day of the 
treatment, or on the fiftieth day after the woman's labor. 
The irrigations were repeated daily, their duration varying 
from four to ten successive hours. The piece of the placenta 
expelled was '* flabby, inodorous and as large as a palm and a 
half." The womb which before the expulsion was of the 
size of a man's head, on the next day was not larger than an 
orange, and five days later returned to its normal dimensions, 
the woman recovering speedily and completely. 

Albuminuria in Acute Infectious Fevers.— In order to 
throw some light on the biological significance of albuminuria 
in acute infectious febrile diseases. Dr. A. 0. Grammatchikofi*, 
of Professor A. G. Polotelnoflf's clinical laboratory, in St. 
Petersburg, undertook (Vratch, Nos. 18 and 19, 1888, p. 336) 
a series of systematic observations in fifteen albuminuric cases 
of various fevers (6 cases of typhoid fever, 5 of typhus, 4 of 
croupous pneumonia). The conclusions arrived at by the 



1888.] Excerpts. 176 

author may be condensed thus : 1°. When the affections in 
question run their course quite normally (without any com- 
plications), the amount of albumen in the patient's urine re- 
mains invariably very small (under one gramme per day). 2®. 
Hence as far as the actual loss of albumen by the system is 
concerned, albuminuria is void of any serious significance in 
regard to the patient'9 general state. 3^. In uncomplicated 
cases, all oscillations in the amount of albumen strictly fol- 
low the variations in the patient's temperature. In other 
words, the amount lessens simultaneously with, and propor- 
tionately to. that of, defervescence and improvement in the 
patient's subjective feelings. 4^. In certain cases, the amount 
of albuminuria seems to justify some conclusions concerning 
prognosis. Any increase in the amount of albumen without 
any corresponding rise of the patient's temperature must be 
regarded as a sign of coming complications of some kind (for 
instance, of parotitis in typhus fever, or venous thrombosis in 
typhoid, etc.). 

Foreign Bodies (Peasant Pessaries) in Vagina. — Dr. 
N. M. Kakiishkin, of the Tambor Zemsky Hopital, reports 
(Proceedings of the Tamhor Medical Society y No. 4, 1888, p. 118) 
the case of a laundress, aged 55, who was admitted with 
symptoms of peritonitis and profuse offensive vaginal dis- 
charge. The examination led to the extraction of an extreme- 
ly foul, firm ball of wool, of the size of a mandarin orange, 
which had been introduced by the woman about two weeks 
before. According to her narrative, her last labor, about 
seventeen years previously, had been followed by prolapse 
of the womb. In order to keep the uterus well up in the pel- 
vis, she had been in the habit for the last thirteen or fourteen 
years of introducing into the vagina similar balls of wool and 
leaving them alone until they were expelled by natural forces, 
i.e., by visa tergo in the shapeof a sufficiently tense accumula- 
tion of uterine discharges behind the foreign body. The 
expelled pessary was at once replaced by a freshly prepared 
one^ and so on. The contrivance is said to be effective, 
though inconvenient, and to be largely used in Russian popu- 
lar medicine. Dr. Kakiishkin mentions also another variety 
of peasant pessaries, made of birch-bark and representing an 
elastic, light ring about five centimetres in diameter. He 
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recently happened to come across such an one on the posU 
mortem examination of an insane woman with relaxed uterine 
support, and was surprised to find that neither the ring nor 
the vagina presented any offensive odor. Professor Snegireff, 
of Moscow, also once extracted a similar birch-bark pes- 
sary from the vagina of a woman who had been wearing it for 
several years without ever having any foul discharge or other 
inconveniences. Snegireff's ring was similarly quite sweet, 
without the slightest trace of putrefaction or erosion. Both 
Drs. Kakiishkin and Snegireff find the contrivance excellent, 
the ring being extremely cheap, convenient, effective and 
apparently antiseptic. Here is an opening for patent-catch- 
ers. The material costs next to nothing. 

Concerning the Injurious Effects of Tight Lacing. — In 
the Vratch, Nos. 20 and 21, 1888, p. 385, Dr. Boris I. Kianov- 
sky describes the results of a long series of experiments which 
have been carried out by him in Professor V. A. Manasse'in's 
clinic in St. Petersburg, in order to study the mooted question 
on the evil consequences of habitual tight-lacing. To sum up 
as briefly as possible, Dr. K'ianovsky has come to the conclu- 
sion that, 1^. Stays shorten the respiratory excursions of the 
thorax and decrease the vital capacity of the lungs as well as 
the energy of the inspiration and expiration. The inspiration 
is especially badly effected. 2^. The habitual stay wearer is 
doomed to suffer from a chronic oxygen-starvation, for her 
thorax is always compressed and the quantity of oxygen in- 
haled is necessarily diminished comparatively with the stand- 
ard. Hence, in the tight lacer every brisk muscular exertion 
(dancing, running, lifting heavy objects, etc.) is accom- 
panied and followed by dyspncea and a very pronounced fail- 
ure of muscular and nervous energy. 3°. The arterial ten- 
sion (as measured by Basch's apparatus) is chronically low- 
ered in habitual stay^wearers, and is said to be dependent 
upon a chronic arterial ansemia. Like Dr. Nefbel, Dr. K'ia- 
novsky points out that habitual tight-lacers are markedly 
predisposed to pulmonary phthisis, '* their lungs presenting 
a favorable abode and nursery for Koch's bacillus of tubercle." 
As a matter of fact, in 6 of 28 habitual tight-lacers experi- 
mented upon by the author, there was present '^a morbid 
process in the pulmonary apices. In 7 of those 28 women 
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(aged from 18 to 44), movable kidney was found, which fact 
fully harmonizes with Professor Manassein's statistics, accord- 
ing to which wandering kidneys are met in tight-lacing by far 
more frequently than in those astonishing girls and women 
whose mental power of resistance enables them somehow 
actually to abstain from the fashionable method of self-mu- 
tilation and self-destruction by means of the compressing ap- 
paratus under consideration. 

Picroadonidin — The Active Principle of Adonis Vcr- 
nalis. — Adonis Vernalis (Rxx&Bihu goeitzvet, '^fire-flower") has 
been, from time immemorial, largely used in Russian popular 
medicine as a powerful remedy for cardiac diseases, dropsies, 
etc. In 1879, Drs. Guenther and (especially) S. BUbnoff, of 
St. Petersburg, have secured, by their independent investiga- 
tions, a prominent place for the drug, in scientific medicine 
as a cardiac remedy. In 1882, Dr. Corvello, of Prof. Schmie- 
deberg's laboratory in Strassburg, resumed the researches 
initiated by the Russian workers, and even published the 
formula of what was thought by him to be a chemically pure 
active principle of the plant, a glucoside adonidin. Soon 
afterwards, Dr. Merck, of Darmstadt, commenced to sell a 
quite difierent '^ glucoside adonidin" prepared after a (still 
unpublished) method of his own, while in 1883, Dr. Hirsch- 
sohn, of Dorpat, in his turn obtained the supposed active 
principle by means of extraction. The clinical experiences 
concerning the adonis preparations without delay enriched 
international literature with a set of controversies. While 
some observers eulogized the new rival of digitalis, others 
came to the conclusion that its action was uncertain and in- 
constant. In a preliminary note in the Moscow bi-weekly 
Meditzinskoie Ohozrenie\ No. 12, 1888, p. 1161, Professor Vale- 
rian I. Podvysotzky, of Kazan — one of the first-class Russian 
pharmaco-chemists and pharmacologists — writes that the said 
controversies are easily explained by the fact that all the 
commercial preparations circulating under the name of pure 
'' adonidin" represent in reality nothing else than mixtures 
of the genuine active principle with varying proportions of 
other constituents of the plant. At the same time he states 
that he has at last succeeded in isolating the active principle 
in its chemically pure state. It proves to be an amorphous glu- 
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coside of an extremely bitter taste resembling that of strych- 
nine ; hence the discoverer has christened it piero^adonidin. 
The glucoside is easily soluble in water and alcohol, but less 
so in chloroform, and is entirely insoluble in sulphuric ether. 
Picro-adonidin, which alone possesses the biological properties 
of a cardiac poison, is accompanied in the commercial prep- 
aration of adonis by a. adonido-querdtrinj a substance of an 
orange color ; b. adonido-duldt, a sugar-like body crystalliza- 
ble in beautiful prisms, insoluble in sulphuric ether and chlo- 
roform, but easily soluble in water, alcohol and acetic ether ; 
c. an amorphous brawn glucoHde, a biologically inactivecom- 
pound ; and d. adonitie add. The methods used by Dr. Pad- 
yysotzky were identical with those employed by him for iso- 
lating chemically pure podophyllin and podophyllo-toxin 
(from podophyllin of druggists), emetin (from ipecacuanha) 
and lipiol (from lipia mexicana). A detailed account is prom- 
ised in a short time. It is likely that,the practitioner's car- 
diac armamentarium will soon be enriched by another good 
weapon. 



ZTleMcal progress. 

DISEASES OF WOMEN AND CHILDREN. 

Vaginal Urethrocele. — It occasionally happens to every 
practitioner that after haying passed years, or even his whole 
professional life, without seeing a single case of some particu- 
lar malady, he suddenly encounters several cases of it all at 
once. Similarly, it not infrequently happens that after 
searching his library and text books in vain for the literature 
of a subject, he encounters just what he wants in some jour- 
nal just to hand. Both coincidences have recently occurred 
to the writer in regard to the malady or infirmity heading 
this article — vaginal urethrocele. Within the past three 
months three cases of it have occuri'ed in his practice, the 
first that he has encountered in 25 years, and while looking 
up the literature on the subject, the following was found in 
the July number of the Journal de Midecine. We translate it 
entire : 
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Vaginal urethrocele is, says Dr. Piedpremier in Archives de 
MidecinCy a much more frequent trouble than we would be led 
to expect from reading the text books alone. It may be de- 
fined as a dilatation of the inferior parietes of the urethral 
canal and a hernia thereof into the vagina. A simple dilata* 
tion of the parietal tunics of the urethra (female) constitutes 
a true urethrocele ; but there are instances wherein the tunics 
undergo alteration and form true urinary pockets at the ex- 
pense of the peri-urethral tissues. There is also a distinction 
to be made between a simple and a complicated urethrocele 
in which the lesion is accompanied by other affections of the 
genito-urinary organs, hernia of the vaginal mucosa, cysto- 
cele, uterine prolapse, etc. 

As principal etiological factors we may note 1^, age, froni 
40 to 50 years; 2^, accouchements, especially protracted and 
severe ones. After troubles in micturition more or less pro- 
longed, the affection is marked by functional symptoms, the 
first of which is the changed aspect of the urine. The latter 
becomes turbid, thick, full of mucus^ which falls in copious 
deposits and becomes highly irritating, leading to erythema 
of the vulva and inner aspects of the thighs. Little by little 
the patient becomes aware of a tumor which may remain con- 
fined to the vaginal orifice or it may protrude at the vulvaj 
orifice, undergoing alterations of depletion and repletion. 
Vaginal examination with the finger usually discovers imme- 
diately behind thie urinary meatus, rarely somewhat deeper, 
but always in the course of the anterior half of the urethra, a 
tumor the volume of which varies from that of a chestnut to 
that of half of a hen's egg. This tumor is rounded, fluctu- 
ating, covered by the vaginal mucosa, and sometimes painful 
to the touch. Sometimes it discharges its contents by the 
meatus under simple pressure. The tumor becomes plainly 
visible when the vaginal walls are separated by a valve 
speculum. 

The functional symptoms manifest themselves more espe- 
cially in trouble in micturating. The patient experiences the 
desire to urinate very frequently, and is compelled to arise 
frequently during the night. Each time micturition is accom- 
plished with difficulty, the stream is twisted, and the patient 
feels that the bladder is but incompletely emptied. At the 
same time she experiences an uncomfortable sensation which 
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amounta frequently to actual pain and may even terminate in 
crises affecting the form of true neuroses. This frequency of 
micturition may alternate with periods of retention or assume 
the form of incontinence. The last is, on the whole, probably 
the most frequent, and the patient finds herself in a condition 
where she cannot take an unguarded step, a slight leap or 
spring, without finding herself wet with urine escaping invol- 
untarily. Coitus becomes painful to the patient on account 
of the tumor^ and disagreeable to the spouse on account of the 
urine which is forced from her by the pressure. 

The accompanying nervous troubles may take on, great in- 
tensity, and M. Duplay relates the case of a patient thus 
affiicted, in whom micturition frequently caused convulsive 
crises of great yiolence. 

Usually slow, the march of urethrocele is sometimes pro- 
gressive and regressive, and sometimes even yields to a spon- 
taneous cure. On the contrary it is sometimes intensified by 

the development of calculi within the pocket, becomes com- 
plicated with cystitis, urethro-vaginal fistula, prolapse of the 

uterus, and even rectocele. 

In despite of its complications urethrocele is not a grave 
affection. It is rather an infirmity; but we must recollect that 
it is one which may cause a vast deal of discomfort. Irritable 
urethroceles, if we may thus term the neurotic forms of the 
trouble, are happily very rare. 

As to treatment it must be directed to the amelioration of 
the graver phases. It may be simply medical, or consist 
in the application of local remedies, — frequent washing out 
of the urethra and pocket with tepid water, warm and copious 
vaginal injections, cauterization of the mucous erosions with 
nitrate of silver, etc. Patients should assume the genu- ^. 
pectoral position in urinating and placing a finger in the 
vagina support the urethrocele, and in this manner prevent the 
dilatation and filling of the pocket. In the graver cases sur- 
gical intervention is necessary, the operation consisting in a 
simple incision, the ablation of a portion of the wall, or in 
cases where the tumor has become very large, resection or 
excision. The operation is simple and the results uniformly 
good. 

M. Chevreul, the centenarian chemist, is reported to be 
gradually growing weaker. 
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A Practical Treatise on the Medicinal, Surgical and Hy- 
gienic Treatment of Catarrhal Diseases of the Nose, 
Throat and Ears ; including Anatomy, Physiology, Path- 
ology and Symptomatology connected therewith. By 
Thob. F. Rumbold, M. D. Second Edition, Rewritten and 
Enlarged. Royal 8vo. pp. 1064. With 148 Illustrations on 
Wood, and 32 Lithographic Plates, showing Anatomical 
Sections ot the Nasal and Pharyngo-nasal Cavities, and 
the Cells and Sinuses connected with them. [St. Louis : 
Medical Journal Publishing Co. 1888. Price, sheep, 
$9.00; cloth, $8.00. 

The present edition of Dr. Rumbold's book is to all in- 
tents and purposes a new work, since not only has there been 
a large amount of fresh and new matter added to the old, but 
the latter has been rewritten, emendated and elaborated to an 
extent which virtually makes it new. 

This fact, and the thoroughness with which the author has 
treated every detail in this, his magnum opua^ makes the re- 
viewing of it for the pages of a journal devoted to general 
medicine a difficult undertaking. It is one indeed which 
should be relegated to the pen of some one expert in the spe- 
cial branch of medicine and surgery of which it is so full and 
complete an exponent. We may be pardoned therefore if we 
confine our remarks to the merest outline of what should be 
styled a notice rather than a critique. 

Since many of Dr. Rumbold' s most advanced ideas con- 
cerning the pathology and therapeutics of catarrhal affections 
of the upper air passages are oased upon anatomical and 
physiological facts first enounced by him, he has opened his 
work with an elaborate treatise on the anatomy and physi- 
ology of the parts whose therapeutics and hygiene are treated 
later on. Herein we find Dr. Rumbold maintains and forti- 
fies with new proofs the existence of the azygos uvulx and 
levator uvulae, as announced in his earlier work. In the con- 
sideration of the physiology of the larynx, pharynx, nose and 
ear, similarly we find him bringing forward strong and con- 
vincing proofs of the soundness of his well-known views con- 
cerning the functions of the Eustachian tubes. The force of 
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the author's argument in this (as, we may remark, throughout 
his work^ is greatly increased by the clinical examples which 
he introauces in their support. 

After thus clearing the way and layine a sure foundation, 
the author passes to the consideration of the various catarrhal 
troubles of the pharyngo-nasal, laryngeal and aural cavities. 
These descriptions are excellent — full, true, and at times very 

fraphic ; but we cannot help regretting that, rich as is the 
OOK in illustrations, Dr. Rumbold did not introduce here 
some good colored plates faithfully representing the conditions 
described. In such things the artist's pencil with a few skill- 
ful touches frequently makes clear ideas which mere words, 
no matter how graphic, fail to convey. But, since to be of 
any value such illustrations must be good, the author may 
after all have been wise in omitting them entirely. 

The transition from a description of the affections, to the 
medical, surgical and hygienic treatment of the same ushers 
us into the real body of the work. Here again we find Dr. 
Rumbold illustrating each position by clinical reports of cases 
in point, a method which enforces on the mind of the reader 
the rationale of each recommended procedure. 

Were we to enter at all into detail (as one is tempted to 
do) in the notice of Dr. Rumbold's original methods, this no- 
tice, necessarily short, would be extended beyond all reason- 
able bounds, but we cannot help referring here to the chapter 
on Pruritic Rhinitis, — that disease whose wealth in vulgar 
names is equalled only by the poverty of therapeutic help 
therefor — Hay Fever, with its numerous aliases. In this 
chapter the author really astonishes us with the minuteness 
of his painstaking researches. It will be difiicult, indeed, for 
any unprejudiced and fair-minded man to read it without 
becoming more or less of a convert to the views therein 
expressed, not only as to etiology and nature, but as to the 
treatment of the condition. 

Without attempting to follow the contents further, we will 
say candidly that m our estimation the book is a thoroughly 
good one— one that those interested in this department of 
medicine cannot afford not to read and study, and one which 
every physician can read with profit to himself and clientele. 
This is especially true of the family practitioner not only in 
the country but in towns and cities. Here first he will learn 
of the far-reaching part played by catarrh in the causation of 
maladies apparently remote therefrom ; its insidious and 
never-ceasing encroachments upon and perversion of the 
physiological functions of organs, and the utter folly and 
nopelessness of any treatment which does not recognize these 
facts. Among the most striking parts of the work are those 
touching upon the part played by catarrh in the production 
of mental maladies. 



1888.] Book Reviews. 183 

As to the nlechanical part of the book we may say that in 
the main it is creditable to the publishers. The typography 
is -fair, though typographical errors have not been so thor- 
oughly elimmated as one could desire. The engravings are 
well executed, and the plates are excellent. Some of them 
we note have been incorrectly numbered, but the error is one 
which is readily detected and creates no real confusion. 



Annual of the Universal Medical Sciences. A Yearly 
Report of the Progress of the General Sanitary Sciences 
throughout the World. Edited by Charles E. Sajous, M. 
D., and seventy Associate Editors, assisted by over two 
hundred Corresponding Editors, Collaborators, and Cor- 
respondents. Five octavo volumes, illustrated with 
chromo-lithographs, engravings and maps. [Philadelphia 
and London: F. A. Davis, Publisher, 1888. 

We cannot but congratulate both the editor and publisher 
upon the successful issuance of this valuable work. The 
plan which has been adopted, in the distribution and handling 
of the various subjects considered, is one which recommends 
itself for thoroughness and simplicitv. Nothing new which 
has appeared in medical literature during the year 1887, has 
been omitted, and much of an anterior date has been intro- 
duced when peculiarly germane to the subject. Each as- 
sociate editor has written a clever monograph upon his par- 
ticular branch and has introduced much that is useful and in- 
teresting. The various abstracts and condensations are sup- 
plemented by critical remarks ; and, to further add to the 
general usefulness of the work, many of the corresponding 
editors have contributed material which has been so far un- 
published. 

Wherever it has been deemed necessary, illustrations 
have been introduced and these are in the main good, 
beine the same as those employed in the original publications 
of the articles- abstracted. The chromo-Iithographs have 
been reproduced and a comparison with the originals shows 
that the reproductions are fully equal to the former, in some 
cases, absolute fac-similes. 

We have not the space to review the volumes separately 
and can only say that they are a valuable addition to the 
library of the reading, writing or practicing physician. He 
will find Quite easily, by means of an ingenious triple index, 
that which is useful, necessary, or interesting to him and he 
will nj^ver tire of perusing its pages. 

On<9 objection which we wish to enter here is on the score 
of carelessness of some of the associate editors, by which 
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they deprive others of the legitimate fruits of their work. 
For instance, in the part devoted to Ophthalmology we find 
that ** a writer (?) in the St. Louis Medical and Surgical 
Journal " is frequently quoted. Anyone who has read the 
Journal knows full well that Dr. A. D. Williams, who has 
charffe of the Department of the Eye and Ear is responsible 
for all that appears in that department, and as about all of the 
matter is original, it would have been but a small matter of 
courtesy to credit him with his own work. 

The typography of the work under review is excellent. 
The tjrpe is large, bold, clear and sharp. The rapid manner 
in which the work was gotten out will excuse some typo- 
graphical errors, a few of which are glaring, e. g. Congenital 
abscess of Lobe for absence (vol. III. p. 216). 

We can recommend the work, on the whole, and hope that 
the publisher will meet with sales sufficient to encourage him 
to continue a work which will eventually be of the highest 
importance and usefulness. Its value will be much enhanced 

by future issues and in a short time, will become an indis- 
pensible adjunct of every progressive physician's library. 

Atlas of Venereal and Skin Diseases. With Original Test 
by Prince A. Morrow, A. M., M. D. Fasciculi V, VI and 
VIII. [New York : Wm. Wood & Co. 1888. 

In fasciculus V we are given some very graphic represen- 
tations of the annular s^philide, chancre of the lip with gen- 
eralized pustular syphilide, large pustular syphilide (which 
is good), syphilis cutanea ulcerosa (a well executed plate), 
and the rupial S3rphilide, also a good delineation. 

Fasciculus VI contains among the plates a particularly 
good one from the author's own collection, representing the 
serpiginous and tubercular-ulcerous syphilide in four figures. 
The work is excellent and the cases well selected. The plates 
representing the serpiginous ulcerating syphilide and syphilis 
cutanea ulcerosa et vegetans are also very good. 

In fasciculus VIII the consideration of skin diseases is 
taken up. After a short introductory chapter embracing the 
objective symptoms, the subjective symptoms, diagnosis and 
classification, the author plunges in medias res. His descrip- 
tions of skin diseases are clear and his methods good. The 
plates are in the main good. The figure representing sebor- 
rhoea is only fair, comedo is good, milium passable and sud- 
amina good. The plate representing the dermal appearances 
in typhus, and typhoid fever is very good. The next plate 
devoted to variola and varicella is also very good, Figs. 1 and 4 
from the author's collection being the best. The next plate 
gives us pictures of rubeola and rubella* The former is not 
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very good^ the latter being excellent. The pictures of the 
last plate in this fasciculus, from the author's collection, are 
very good. They represent scarlatina and erysipelas and 
graphically present typical cases. 

We have not been disappointed in this atlas so far. A 
few of the plates, it is true, are not quite up to the mark of 
that general perfection which characterizes the majority, but 
this fault can be easily condoned, more especially when we 
take into consideration the great difficulty which is experi- 
enced in reproducing affections of the skin. The text is well 
written and to the point and, so far, Dr. Morrow has done his 
work in a manner which leaves nothing further to be desired. 
We shall await the appearance of the forthcoming parts with 
impatience. 0-D. 

A Clinical Atlas of Venereal and Skin Diseases, including 
Diagnosis, Prognosis, and Treatment. By Robert W. 
Taylor, A. M., M. D. Parts I and II, Venereal Diseases. 
[Philadelphia : Lea Brothers & Co. 1888. 

We have been waiting some time to have the pleasure of 
examining Dr. Taylor's atlas, whose appearance had been 
announced some time ago. A cursory examination of the two 
parts before us show that it is a work upon which much labor 
and pains have been expended and one which will be of the 
highest value to the practitioner. These two parts include 16 
plates and 136 pages of text, besides a number of wood en- 
gravings. 

The text is written in an easy, pleasant manner which at 
once engages .the reader's attention and interests him. The 

Slates have been carefuUjr selected so as to best illustrate the 
ifferent subjects and points touched upon in the text. To 
our mind the plates possess one defect, which is however of 
slight moment, viz : they are a little too dark in their coloring. 
This is a defect of Neumann's plates, Ricord's sinning in the 
opposite direction. Most probably, these mechanical defects 
are such as not to be easily overcome and when we see here 
and there, as in the present atlas, a figure which is an exact 
reproduction of the colors in all their tones, it is due to some 
fortuitous circumstance. On plate VI, in fig. 8, for example, 
we have a picture which is somewhat of an improvement on 
the original to be found in Ricord's Iconographie. The upper 
figure in plate X (erythematous syphilide) is very good, plate 
XI being also excellent (small miliary papular syphilide). 

The typographical work is unexceptionable, the text being 
red lined. The P^rts are put up separately and issued at a 
very low price. The text and plates are stitched together so 
that they may be more easily handled. There is no doubt 
that the Messrs. Lea will realize a large sale. 0-D. 
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Books Received. — Hygiene for Base Ball Players ; being 
a Brief Consideration of the Body as a Mechanism ; The Art 
and Science of Curve Pitching ; A Discussion of the Causes 
and Treatment of the Disabilities of Players ; with a few 
Practical Hints to Club Managers. By A. H. P. Leuf, M. D. 
12mo., pp. 136. Philadelphia: A. J. Reach & Co. 1888.— 
The Modern treatment of Pleurisy and Pneumonia by G. 
M, Garland^ M. D., No. 7, of Physicians' Leisure Library. 
Geo. S. Davis, Detroit. — Transactions of the Medical Society 
of the State of California. Session of 1888, 8vo., pp. 336. 

College Announcements. — Beaumont Hospital Medical 
College, of St. Louis. Annual Announcement of Session 
1888-89.— New York Post-Graduate Medical School and Hos- 
pital. Seventh Annual Announcement. Sessions of 1888-89. 
— Fifty-seventh Annual Announcement of the St. Louis 
Medical College. Collegiate year, 1888-89. — Twenty-eighth 
Annual Announcement of the Bellevue Hospital Medical Col- 
lege, 1888-1889. — Annual Announcement and Catalogue of 
the College of Physicians and Surgeons^ Baltimore, Md., 
1888-1889.— Annual Announcement of the College of Physi- 
cians and Surgeons, Keokuk, Iowa. Forty-Eighth Session, 
1888-89. — Annual Catalogue and Announcement of the Col- 
lege of Physicians and Surgeons of New York. June, 1888. 
— Seventh Annual Announcement of the New York Post- 
Graduate Medical School and Hospital. Sessions of 1888 
-89. — Announcement and Catalogue of the Missouri Den- 
tal College, at St. Louis, Twenty-third Session, 1888-9. 
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Pamphlets Received. — The first Pamphlet and Report 
of the Protestant Hospital Association, of St. Louis, Mo., 
1888. — The Annual Report of the Department for the Insane 
of the Pennsylvania Hospital for the year ending April 21, 
1888. — Camp Hygiene. Circular No. 27 of the State Board of 
Health of Pennsylvania — Report on the Progress of Genito- 
urinary Surgery ; Some Points in the Management of Ureth- 
ral Stricture ; The Specific Microbe of Gonorrhoea. By E. R. 
Palmer, M. D. (Reprint frOm American Practitioner and News), 
— Criminal Abortion or Foeticide. By H. C. Ghent, M. D. 
(Reprint from Trans. Texas State Med. Ass.) — Missouri State 
University Catalogue 1887-1888.— Report for the year 1886-7 
of the Board of Managers of the Observatory of Yale Univer- 
sity. — Footprints of a Profession ; or Ethics in Materials and 
Method. By Horatio C. Meriam, D. M. D. (Reprint from 
Archives of Dentistry , Nov. and Dec, 1887 and May, 1888.)— 
Some Retrospective and Prospective Thoughts on Surgery. 
By Donald Maclean, M. D. (Reprinted from the Journal of 
the American Medical Association^ June 30, 1888). — Paramy- 
oclomus Multiplex, with the Report of a Case. By Frank R. 
Fry, A. M., M. D. (Read before the Mo. State Med. A^s. 
April 17, 1888.) 



Societg proceedings. 

CANADIAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 

We learn from the Canada Medical Record that the twentv- 
first Annual Meeting of the Canadian Medical Association 
will be held in the city of Ottawa on the 12th, 13th and 14th 
of September next. The following are the officers of the As- 
sociation : — President^ J. E. Graham, M. D., Toronto; Presi- 
dent elect, George Ross, M. D., Montreal ; Secretary, James 
Bell, M. D., Montreal; Treasurer, Charles Stuart, M. D., 
Toronto; Vice-Presidents —For Ontario, Dr. Eccles, London; 
Quebec, Dr. Christie, Lachute ; New Brunswick, Dr. Currie, 
Frederickton; Nova Scotia, Dr. Wickwire, Halifax; Manitoba, 
Dr. Blanchard, Winnipeg ; British Columbia, Dr. True, New 
Westminster. Local Secretaries — For Ontario, Dr. J. A. 
Grant, jun., Ottawa; Quebec, Dr. Armstrong, Montreal; New 
Brunswick, Dr. Lunnan, Campbellton; Nova Scotia, Dr. 
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Trueman, Sackville; Manitoba, Dr. Chown, Winnipeg; 
British Columbia, Dr. Neilin, Victoria. 

MISSISSIPPI VALLEY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 

We have called attention to the fact, on several occasionp, 
that the above named Society will meet in St. Louis on Sept. 
11, 12 and 13. The Committee on arrangements is constitut- 
ed as follows : Dr. I. N. Love, Chairman, andDrs. H. Tu- 
holske, Y. H. Bond, P. R. Fry, R. M. King, A. H. Meisen- 
bach, H. H. Mudd, J. R. Lemen, H. C. Dalton, Spencer 
Graves, R. L.Thompson and A. H.Ohmann-Dumesnil. These 
gentleman have promised to do all in their power to make 
the meetiilg a pronounced success. A good number of inter- 
esting papers have been promised and a large number of the 
old members have signified their intention, not only of com- 
ing but also of bringing others with them. 

The fees are three dollars and the requirements for mem- 
bership that the applicant be a member in good standing in 
his local society. 

We earnestly hope to see every state of the Mississippi 
Valley fully represented, and also expect that there will be 
no lack of visitors from the states beyond the limits of the 
Valley. 

CONGRESS OF AMERIPAN PHYSICIANS AND SURGEONS. 

The Committee of Arrangements announce that the Con- 
gress will convene in Washington, September 18, and remain 
in session three days. The meeting places of the various asso- 
ciations participating, are fixed as follows : 

The Congress of American Physicians and Surgeons : 
Tuesday and Wednesday nights, Main Hall, Grand Army 
Building, 1412 and 1414 Pa. Avenue ; Thursday night, Hall 
in National Museum, Smithsonian Grounds. 

American Surgical Association : Main Hall, Grand Army 
Building, 1412 and 1414 Pa. Avenue. 

Association of American Physicians : Hall No. 1, Grand 
Army Building, 1412 and 1414 Pa. Avenue. 

American Climatological Association : Hall No. 2, Grand 
Army Building, 1412 and 1414 Pa. Avenue. 
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American Laryngological Association : Hall No. 3, Grand 
Army Building, 1412 and 1414 Pa. Avenue. 

American Dermatological Association: Parlor in Wil- 
lard's Hotel. 

Association of Genito-Urinary Surgeons : Parlor in Wil- 
lard's Hotel. 

American Neurological Association : Parlor in Willard's 
Hotel. 

American Orthopsedic Association: Welcker's Hotel, 
15th Street N. W. 

American Otological Society : Arlington Hotel, Vermont 
Avenue. 

American Physiological Society : Army Medical Museum. 

American Ophthalmological Society: Arlington Hotel, 
Vermont Avenue and H Street. 

American Gyneecological Society: Columbian University, 
15th and H Streets N. W. 

American Association of Obstetricians and Gynsecologists: 
National Medical College Building, H Street N. W. 

Office of Registration, Willard's Hotel. 

Samuel C. Busby, M. D., 
Chairman Committee of Arrangements. 

SOUTHERN SURGICAL AND QYNiEOOLOQIOAL ASSOCIATION. 

Preliminary Announcement of the Annual Meeting to be 
held at Birmingham, Ala., September 11, 12, 13, 1888. 

The President's Annual Address, W. D. Haggard, M. D., 
Nashville, Tenn. The Annual Oration, W. P. Hyer, M. D , 
Holly Springs, Miss. Floating Kidney, with Vicarious Mens- 
truation, DeSaussure Ford, M. D., Augusta, Ga. Gastrot(»my, 
W. B. Rogers, M. D., Memphis, Tenn. The Medical Treat- 
ment of Fibroid Tumors of the Uterus, Bedford Brown, M.D., 
Alexandria, Va. Indications for Operative Interference in 
Cerebral Troubles, T. O. Summers, M. D., Jacksonville, Fla. 
A Case of Tubal Pregnancy, Presenting Interesting Medico- 
Legal Relations, £. P. Sale, M. D., Aberdeen, Miss. Super- 
involution of the Uterus following Trachelorraphy, Virgil 0. 
Harden, M. D., Atlanta, Ga. I. Dermoid Cysts of the Coc- 
cygeal Region, and II. Electrolysis in Gynsecology and Sur- 
gery, E. J. Beall, M. D., Fort Worth, Texas. Alexander's 
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Operation, W. L. Nichol, M. D., Nashville, Tenn. Hyster- 
ectomy in Cancer of the Uterus, W. H. Wathen, M. D., Louis- 
ville, Ky. The Extravagances and Impracticable Require- 
ments of Modern Antiseptic Surgery, so far as the Country 
Practitioner is Concerned, J. M. Taylor, M. D., Corinth, Miss. 
Treatment of Fractures with PJaster-of-Paris Splints, W. F, 
Westmoreland, Jr., M. D., Atlanta, Ga. The Present Status 
of Electro-Therapeutics in Gynsecology, J. R. Buist, M. D., 
Nashville, Tenn. Antiseptics in Surgery and Gynsecology, F, 
T. Merriwether, M. D., Asheville, N. C. The Attitude of 
Removal of the Uterine Appendages for the Cure of the Con- 
vulsive Neuroses, W. Locke Clew, M. D., Birmingham, Ala. 
Interesting Cases of Surgery, R. M. Cunningham, M. D., 
Pratt Mines, Ala. My Antiseptic Bags, or Practical Aseptic 
Surgery, J. W. Long, M. D., Randleman, N. C. The New 
Departure in Uterine Therapeutics — The Dry Method, T. A. 
Means, M. D., Montgomery, Ala. A Study of the Various 
Methods of Treatment of Laceration of the Perineum, and 
Rectocele, with a Report of Cases, J. H. Blanks, M. D., Meri- 
dian, Miss. Report of a Case of Spinal Concussion, Jno. R. 
Page, M. D., Birmingham, Ala. Fractures of the Forearm, 
Jno. Brownrigg, M. D., Columbus, Miss. Some Practical 
Thoughts in Surgery, James Guild, M. D., Tuscaloosa, Ala. 
Perineal Lacerations, M. C. Balridge, M.D., Huntsville, Ala. 
Electrolysis in the Treatment of Urethral Strictures, S. M. 
Hogan, M. D., Union Springs, Ala. The Field and Limita- 
tion of Laparotomy, I. S. Stone, M. D., Lincoln, Va. Opera- 
tive Procedures in Hypertrophy of the Prostate, R. D. Webb, 
M. D. Birmingham, Ala. Discussion: Abdominal Surgery. 
Drs. J. Herbert Claiborne, Duncan Eve, Paul F. Eve, W, T. 
Briggs, and others will present papers, but as yet have not 
stated their subjects. W. D. Haggard, M.D., President. 

Wm. E. B. Davis, M. D., Secretary. 

THE AMERICAN OTOLOGIOAL SOCIETY. 

The Twenty-first Annual meeting of the American Oto- 
logical Society was held at the Pequot House, New London, 
Conn., July 17th, 1888, the President, Dr. J. S. Prout, in the 
chair. 

After the transaction of routine business the first paper was 
read by Dr. Charles H. Burnett, of Philadelphia, describing 
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a case of Aural Vertigo (Meniere's disease), relieved by ex- 
cision of the membrana tympani and malleus. 

The patient was a young unmarried woman, 37 years of 
age, who six years previously had been under treatment for 
chronic naso-pharyngeal catarrh, and chronic catarrh of the 
left middle ear, accompanied with hardness of hearing, 
tinnitus aurium and a sense of fullness in the affected organ . 
Treatment of the catarrhal disease of the ear, produced no 
benefit. After the lapse of six years, the symptoms already 
named grew worse and there was superadded marked aural 
vertigo. The membrana tympani in the line of the malleus- 
handle was found adherent to the promontory, and the con- 
sequent retraction of the entire chain of bones was held to be 
the cause of the aural vertigo and the sense of fullness and of 
the tinnitus. 

The operation of excision of the membrana tympani and 
the malleus was performed under ether. May 21st last, with 
entire and immediate relief to the aural vertigo (which be- 
fore had often been sufficient to cause the patient to hold to a 
lamp-post for support) and to the sense of pressure and tin- 
nitus, which good result has been maintained to the present 
time. The hearing was practically unaffected by the opera- 
tion. The incus was detached from the stapes but could not 
be removed as it slipped into the attic and grappling for it is 
not advisable on account of the risk of irritation. Its re- 
moval, furthermore, woQld have no effect on the result of the 
operation. 

Dr. S, Sexton, of New York, in discussing this paper said 
that he had performed this operation between fifty and one 
hundred times and in a number of cases of tinnitus had ob- 
tained considerable benefit. In no case had the conditions 
been aggravated by the operation. He had always tried to 
prevent reproduction of the drum membrane, and had suc- 
ceeded in this by touching the edge of the membrane with 
salicylic acid in ether. 

Dr. Samuel Sexton, of New York, exhibited a new porta- 
ble battery for the storage of electro-motive force and also, a 
new electric lamp for employment in surgery. 

Dr. A. H. Buck, of New York, then read a paper entitled 
** Reflex influences in the production of naso-pharyngeal 
catarrh." The object of which was to call attention to those 
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comparatively remote exciting causes of naso-pharyngeal 
catarrh which act, so far as it is possible to explain their 
mechanism, through the intervention of the vaso-motor fibres 
of the sympathetic nerves. The most common of the indirect 
causes of this a£fection is chilling of the surface. According 
to some authorities, affections of the teeth play an important 
part, but in the author's experience, this had been an in- 
frequent cause. Irritation of the gastro-intestinal canal, in 
not a few instances, is a strong exciting cause of naso-pharyn- 
geal catarrh and of the aural disturbances growing out of such 
catarrh. Examples were cited in which the connection be- 
tween these two conditions was quite evident. Another of 
the indirect causes referred to was uterine affections and of 
this also, examples were given. 

In the discussion which followed. Dr. C. H. Burnett, of 
Philadelphia, stated that he had seen many cases of tinnitus 
aurium without deafness, due entirely to dyspepsia. 

Dr. S. Sexton, of New York, referred to the influence of 
irritation of the gums in producing naso-pharyngeal catarrh 
and aural symptoms and cited cases in which such conditions 
had been induced by the irritation of a plate worn to 
straighten the teeth, the symptoms disappearing when the 
plate was removed. 

Dr. J. F. Noyes, of Detroit, related the case of a woman 
who after confinement developed marked symptoms of naso- 
pharyngeal catarrh. The trouble continued for a year, in 
spite of all treatment. It was then discovered that she had 
some uterine derangement and when this was relieved the 
catarrhal symptoms disappeared. 

Dr. A. H. Buck, of New York, presented a contribution to 
the anatomy of the elephant's ear and exhibited the specimen. 

A case of Polypoid Angioma of the Ear was reported by 
Dr. Huntington Richards, of New York, in which the patient, 
a girl six years of age, came under observation May 4, 1888, 
with a profuse and bad smelling otorrhoea. This was not 
accompanied with pain and dated back only three months. 
No bleeding had ever been observed. The generalbealth was 
excellent. Examination of the affected ear revealed a poly- 
poid growth almost occluding the canal. The color was a 
deep purplish red. A considerable portion of the growth was 
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at once removed with the snare and the remainder 
was extracted on the following day and the pedicle cau- 
terized with chromic acid. Haemorrhage was unusually pro- 
fuse on both occasions. The patient*s- hearing is now ex. 
cellent. The growth was pronounced to be an angioma. 
Three micro^photographs of sections of the tumor were shown. 

Dr. Huntington Richards, of New York, also presented a 
paper describing a case of False Drum Membrane. The 
patient, a male, aged 21 years was totally deaf in the affected 
ear. There was a vague history of an attack of otitis media 
in childhood. The other ear presented the ordinary appear- 
ances of otitis media purulenta chronica. Examination of 
the ear showed that the external canal was occluded by a 
membrane in front of the position of the normal drum-head. 
A triangular opening was made through the membrane. 
Through this opening it was seen that the normal drum mem- 
brane had disappeared and that the inner wall of the tym- 
panic cavity was brought into view. Hearing was only 
slightly improved by the operation. Further observation of 
the case was rendered impossible by the disappearance of the 
patient. In the discussion which followed a number of simi- 
lar cases were reported. 

Dr. J B. Emerson, of New York, read a paper on "The 
Flexible Catheter as a Drainage Tube" in the course of which 
the author reported a number of cases showing the utility of 
the catheter in this capacity, in cases of aural diseases. He 
considered it the best means of accomplishing drainage in 
these cases because of its comparative safety and comfort and 
because of its convenience of control by both the physician 
and the patient. 

Three cases of Transient Bilateral Horizontal Nystagmus 
in connection with Purulent Inflammation of the Middle Ear 
were reported by Dr. Charles J. Kipp, of Newark, N. J. 
The first case was that of a young man who had suffered with 
otorrhoea seven or eight years previously. Three months 
before coming under observation, he had an acute exacerba- 
tion and suffered intensely with pain in the ear and head. 
Under treatmnt the otorrhoea diminished. Two or three weeks 
later, he came stating that he saw objects double and that 
he was so dizzy that he could not walk. There was well mark- 
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ed nystagmus in a horizontal direction. The vertigo and 
nystagmus continued four days and with the cessation of the 
nystagmus the vertigo disappeared. 

The second case was also that of a young man. He had 
been treated six years before for acute otitis media purulenta 
ending in recovery. In March, 1888, he returned with an 
acute attack of the same trouble. Paracentesis was perform- 
ed but the pain continued for a long time. Finally a swel- 
ling developed behind the mastoid and this was accompanied 
with several eptileptiform convulsion?. One day while press- 
ing on the swelling, pus poured from the external canal. 
With this there was a sudden jerk to the side and an attack 
of nystagmus which continued ten minutes. This was pro- 
duced every time pressure was made on the swelling. The 
mastoid was subsequently opened and since then there has 
been no trouble. 

The third case was that of a young man who after ex- 
posure was seized with intense pain in the ear followed by 
otorrhoea. When the case came under observation there was 
great pain, which continued two or three weeks uninfluenced 
by treatment. Then a swelling appeared below the ear. 
This was incised and a large quantity of pus removed with 
relief to the pain. Some days later, while washing out the 
cavity, the fluid came through the ear, considerable force 
being used. At the same time there was a jerk of the head 

to one side and the occurrence of nystagmus which continued 
some minutes. This was always produced when a forcible 
injection was made. 

Dr. J O. Tansley, of New York, exhibited an Improved 
Aural Snare. 

The following papers by Dr. Samuel Sexton, of New 
York, were read by title : ** Foreign Bodies in the External 
Auditory Canal," *' Periostitis Externa of the Mastoid," 
and *'|Some of the Indications for Excision of the Drum Head 
and Malleus." 

At the election of ofScers for the ensuing year, the follow- 
ing were unanimously chosen : President, Dr. J. S. Prout, of 
Brooklyn ; Vice-President, Dr. Gorham Bacon, of New 
York ; Secretarv and Treasurer, Dr. J. J. B. Vermyne, of 
New Bedford, Mass. 

It was decided to hold a special meeting of the Society at 
the Arlington Hotel, Washington, D. C, Tuesday, September 
18th, 1888, to which time and place adjournment was 
then had. 
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The Discoverer of the Anaesthetic properties of co- 
caine, Dr. KoUer, of Vienna, has removed to New York city. 

A Fatal Haemorrhage resulting from the extraction of a 
right lower molar tooth lately occurred in New York, at the 
Presbyterian Hospital. 

Small-pox in Nashville. — Thus far there have been 
nineteen cases of smallpox reported in Nashville, Tenn., of 
these eighteen were negroes and one white. 

This is the season of the year when the mild and un- 
suspecting doctor is deluged with College Announcements 
and feels like hiding his diminished head in shame because 
he is not a professor. 

The Cost per Member of different international con- 
gresses has been determined. The result shows that the last 
one cost about $17 per member. Those of London and 
Copenhagen about $10. It must be remembered, however, 
that none of the foreign members paid dues at the last 
Congress. 

Deaths from Snake Bites. — We learn from the Sei-I- 
Kwai that the number of persons poisoned by vipers in 
Okinewa Ken (Loo Choo Islands) during 1887, was thirty - 
one ; of these twenty-five were men and six women ; twenty- 
one men and five women were cured, four men and one 
woman dying. 
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We do not know how trae it is, but the Pharmaceutical 
Record accuses a New York physician of having perpetrated 
the following : 

Q Pulv. oi)ii (folia) fresh 3ii;. 

Liq. Phimbi sab. acet 3ij 

Aqa» 3viij* 

M. ft. lotio. 

The New City Hospital, at Baltimore, now in process 
of construction will be five stories above ground, having a 
a frontage of 114 feet. Its capacity will be three hundred 
beds. All modern improvements will be put in. We are 
anxiously waiting to hear of a similar move being made in 
this city. Perhaps when the old building collapses 
and kills about twenty persons, there will be some attention 
paid to the hospital necessities of this city. 

Journalistic Incoordination. — It is hardly necessary to 
give any description of this trouble, as an example in point 
will be more than sufficient to illustrate it. In the August 
number of our highly esteemed cotemporary the Indiana 
Medical Journal^ we note with pleasure that it deprecates 
the gratuitous advertising of two certain patent medicines, 
and states that '' it is time the profession was calling a halt 
on these pharmaceutical free-booters." It also states that 
hereafter it will use the other names (not copyrighted) to 
designate the substances. This is on page 48. But lo I on 
pages 51, 66 and 57 we find our virtuous and indignant friend 
gratuitously advertising the very things it has just resolved 
to condemn. ''Consistency, thou art a Jewel." 

A Louisiana Quarrel. — There is a very pretty little quar- 
rel on the tapie at present between the Louisiana State Medi- 
cal Society and the New Orleans Medical and Surgical Jour- 
nal. It appears that the medical journal had the audacity to 
criticize the Association editorially and in no measured terms. 
The spokesman of the Society, Dr. Jos. L. Jones, states that 
the animus of the Journal^ is a base one, '' in its attempt to 
defame and destroy the Louisiana State Medical Society." 
Taken altogether, the quarrel promises to bring forth inter- 
esting revelations. The Atlanta Medical and Surgical Jour- 
nal seems to have been chosen by the Society people as the 
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organ in which to ventilate their views. Of course, it is only 
those who receive both journals who will be able to thorough- 
ly enjoy the aflFair. 

A Natural Cubic Centimetre Measure. — The New 
York Medical Record says : *' Every one has at his disposal a 
cavity, viz., the external auditory meatus, whose capacity is 
about a cubic centimetre. The right meatus holds a little 
more than the left, and the capacity increases slightly with 
the height. The exact average capacity in one hundred men, 
according to Hummel, is 1.06 c.c." How convenient ! and 
what an argument in favor of the decimal system in weights 
and measures ! It is now quite evident that nature had the 
system in view when she fashioned the cavity. Hereafter 
when a patient is ordered so many cubic centimeters of co- 
paiba or castor oil, he will have no excuse for over or under 
dosing himself. He can measure it like he does the rythm of 
poetry, or music, by ear. This may occasion some little diH- 
comfort and there may be some trouble about getting the 
fluids out of the measure, but we have no doubt that as soon 
as the attention of our learned and ingenious New York 
cotemporary is called to the difficulty, it will suggest a method 
of overcoming it. It would be a pity to allow so striking a 
a teleological fact to remain unutilized just for a trifle like 
that. And while our cotemporary is about it, it might insti- 
tute a few additional measurements of the cavities of the 
body, so that every one may have at his disposal, a natural 
cubic centimeter table ; thus : so many earfuls make a mouth- 
ful, so many mouthfuls make a bellyful, etc. 

Something Like Simulation. — In the St. Petersburg 
weekly Voenno-SanitamoU Delo, No. 24, 1888, p. 296, Dr. A. 
A. Popoff*, of Kazan, details a highly instructive and probably 
unique case of artistically-simulated deaf mutism. The 
artist in question, a young soldier, flve months in service, was 
sent (in March, 1885) to the Orenburg Military Lazaretto for 
examination in regard to a complete loss of speech and hear- 
ing, of an apparently sudden origin. Repeated examinations 
by several surgeons, in all possible ways (palpation, ausculta- 
tion, percussion, laryngoscopic and auroscopic examinations, 
etc.) utterly failed to detect anything abnormal about any of 
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his organs. On the other hand, an assiduous experimentation 
with a tuning fork invariably gave negative results as regards 
his hearing. The man remained as mute as a fish during the 
whole of his six months stay at the hospital, under all pos- 
sible circumstances. His silence was impregnable. Sudden 
calling him by name during a visit, threats, attempts at 
frightening him, suddenly arousing him from sleep at night 
in a dark room, thrice repeated chloroform narcotization , a 
full intoxication on vodka (brandy) titillation of the nasal 
and faucial mucous membranes, irritation of the skin by the 
Faradic current, pricking with needles — ^in short, all of those 
inquisitorial procedures in vogue for the detection of simula- 
tion, and which would be comical were they not so degrading 
to the medical man compelled to play the detective's part, 
all alike, failed to elicit a single word or even a distinct 
articulate sound from the examined (or rather tortured) man. 
The most careful, watchful and constant secret surveillance 
failed to bring to light one single point that would suggest 
simulation. In view of all these facts the hospital surgeons 
unanimously came to the conclusion that the patient ** was 
suffering from a complete aphasia." The man was discharged 
to join his regiment and to be secretly watched for three 
months by a regimental doctor. The latter could only sup- 
port his colleagues' diagnosis and accordingly, the soldier was 
dismissed for good. He proved stupid enough to return to 
his native village. About half a year later, some volunteer 
detectives amongst his co- villagers informed the local authori- 
ties that the man while continuing to play the part of a deaf 
mute with strangers, was conversiug quite freely with his 
next-of-kin. An inquiry was duly instituted, which led to a 
full exposure. In August, 1887, the unlucky fellow was re-ex- 
amined by a military doctor, recognized now as '' quite heal- 
thy and fit," and compelled to again enter the military ser- 
vice, a cordial hatred towards which had been feeding, for so 
long a period, his really astonishing strength of will and 
patience. 
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Cocal ZTlcbical Xltattcrs. 

St. Louis and the Garden of Eden. — Dr. Campbell 
who has lately been delivering lectures on several of his 
theories, at Versailles, Ky., has located the Garden of Eden 
here. He says St. Louis is erected on the site of the garden 
and uses the Bible as proof of his statements. The doctors 
here are of the opinion that if this is true, it must have been 
long ago, as no traces of the characteristics of the garden 
seem to remain. 

Killed by Lightning.— -On Aug. 1, last, the city was vis- 
ited by a very severe thunderstorm, and John Gardner, a 
florist at Lafayette Park, was working in a flower-bed when 
the storm came up. He rushed for safety to the zinc-covered 
music stand. At about the time he reached it, the stand was 
struck by lightning and Gardner fell to the floor. His body 
was blackened, several bones fractured, and the features much 
distorted. The sole of his left boot was torn ofi*. Death must 
have been instantaneous. Deceased was only 30 years of age. 

A Case of Faith Cure (?). — A physician of this city 
about three years ago received the following remarkable docu- 
ment, which explains itself : 

^' Dear Doctor — As you have found out that some one has 
cured a child I will introduce myself to you to let you know 
who it was. It was not done by me, but by the Grace of God 
the Almighty who gave me the power of curing that child ; 
and in all my works I pray to god for a blessing. I combine 
myself with no man, but with the Almighty God and his son 
Jesus Christ. If you wish any further news concerning my- 
self, you can find me at av. N. B. I allude to 

the child of , City. " 

The fact of the whole matter is that the child in question 
died exactly two days after the above remarkable document 
was written. 
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Newspaper Anatomy. — What was meant for a pathetic 
incident in the hanging of Maxwell was sadly spoiled by the 
reporter of one of the morning papers. We reproduce the 
paragraph. 

'* In twelve and one-half minutes the doctors said that 
life had left the body of Henry Landgraf. It was a minute 
more beforn the signs of life had gone from Maxwell. A 
stream of blood was trickling down the left side of his coat 
from under the black cap, and had formed a pool beneath his 
swaying feet. The femoral artery had been ruptured." 

This puts us in mind of a passage which occurred in a 
society novel issued not very long ago and written by a lady. 
The heroine had fainted and the hero enters and finds her 
'* unconscious, limp, apparently lifeless. A horrible fear 
possessed him. Quickly placing his hand upon her femoral 
artery he found that it still beat," etc. It is said that a well 
known man about town demonstrated that he was alive not 
long ago, when his manly but unconscious form was surround- 
ed by weeping female admirers, by suddenly feeling somebody 
else's femoral artery. 



Remarkable Temperature. — The following remarkable 
record was handed to us by a friend last month and is the pro- 
duction of a ** doctor." We reproduce it verbatim et literatim, 

*'Dear Doctor our little patent is doing quite well I does 
not appear to be any worse than when you was here — the 
bowels some Tympanic moved once yesterday ; some murmer- 
ing this morning, drank 2 table spoonfuls of milk, being the 
only food — yesterday morning at 4 oclock pulse 98 Resp 29 — 
Temp 109 at 2 p. m. pulse 102 Resp 29 Temp 112 at 8 p. m. 
pulse 120 Resp 27 Temp 121 at 7.20 this morning the pulse 
112 Resp 28— Temp 112—1 have kep her on Quinine as per 
Scrip when the fever was low, and the aconite when fever; I 
added a little Syr Epicac. all appears as favourable as could 
be expected : any sugestion or any further treatment you 
think proper let me know let me hear from you" 

Dr 
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The Origin of the Foramen Coecum Lingu-sj, as Shown by 
AN Operation on a Rare Tumor of the Root of the 
Tongue. A Preliminary Note. By A. C. Bernays, Prof, 
of Anatomy St. Louis College of Physicians and Surgeons. 

Miss — , aged 17, presented herself at my office on Feb. 
12th^ 1888, and complained that she had great difficulty in 
swallowing, and that her articulation was seriously impaired 
by a growth under her chin, which extended into her mouthy 
and could be seen and felt on the back of the root of her 
tongue. Fig. 1 gives an exact picture of the position and 
relative size of the tumor. It is evident that the tumor con- 
sists of two separate parts, the lower the size of a ban- 
tam's egg, the other as large as a cherry. On the surface of 
the upper tumor there is a depression in the shape of a canal 
about one-fourth of an inch deep, which corresponds to the 
foramen coscum. The surface of about one-half of the entire 
circumference of the upper lobe of the tumor projects into 
the pharyngeal cavity, being covered by the mucous mem- 
brane of the root of the tongue only ; the other half lies be- 
tween the muscles of the tongue. Immediately contiguous to 
this tumor and just below it, lying exactly in the median line^ 
between the muscles of the tongue, occupying the position of 
the septum, we find the larger tumor. It bulges out at the 
submental surface^ filling about one-half the space between 
the spina mentalis and the hyoid bone. 
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The tumor was removed at the Pius Hospital on February 
I5th. The operation conaisted of an incision reaching from 
the inferior maxilla to the hyoid bone, in the median line, 
dividing all the stmctureB down to the tumor. The tumors 
were both enucleated through thie incision. They had a thin, 
bnt well developed, connective tissue capsule. A drainage 
tube was introduced and the incision closed by sutures. The 
girl left the hospital entirely cured on the fourteenth day after 
the operation. 



/ 



Fig. 7. Showing PoBition of Tumors. 

Before the operation, the diagnosis as to the histological 
structure of the tumor was left open, but the supposition that 
it might be malignant was entertained and seemed very prob- 
able, because the growth had only been noticed about six 
months and seemed to progress rapidly. 

The microBoopical structure proved it to be nearly normal 
thyroid gland tissue. I say normal because the slight colloid 
degeneration of the epithelial cells which make up the alveoli 
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of the gland is found in a vast majority of all thyroid glands. 
This fact proves that the tumor was a heterotopic develop- 
ment of a thyroid gland within the tongue. So i&t as I am 
aware no similar case has been described. There are numer- 
ous recorded instances of accessory thyroid glands, but they 



Fig. 8 (After Kdllicker). Baggital section of Rabbit 
Embryo or 10 days. Br. I, Brat branchial arch (inferior 
maxilla; ph., pharynx; <£, cesophagus ; H, heart; Thy., 
thyroid gland, starting from pharyngeal epithelium ; h, 
hypophysis cerebri. 

are always found just above the hyoid hone or just below it, 
and in the latter instance, they are in connection with the 
processus pyramidalis which extends to the hyoid bone, being 
an outgrowth of the isthmus of the gland. This proceesttt pyr- 
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omtdalts is Bometimea hollow and is then called duclui thyro- 
ideua its npper extremity being neually attached to the hyoid 
bone by some fibres of connective tissue. In other instuices 
there are bundles of muscular tissue attached to it, and these 
have been called mutculue levator glanduUe thyroidx oi muscu- 
lita pyramidalie. 

In Older to understand the ori^n of this paradoxical tu- 
mor, which consists of thyroid tissue, and is located within 
the substance of the tongue, it is necessary to review briefly 
the development of the thyroid gland. The development of 
this organ is one of the most interesting chapters of mor- 
phology. It shows U8 how an organ which serves a very 
important function in certain distantly related classes of the 
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Fig. 9 (After Kollicker.t TraDsveree section of upper 
portion of same embryo. 

animal kingdom, becomes rudimentary in vertebrates, and 
suffers retrograde metamorphoses. Among the tunicates the 
organ plays a most important part in the function of nutrition. 
Among the vertebrates the Cyclostomata (Lamprey) alone 
show this organ in a comparatively well developed state. It 
bsare the name of the hypobranchial groove and is found 
extending along the bottom of the respiratory part of the 
pharynx. 

Its development in the embryos of vertebrata was studied 
by Kolliker.* Figures 8 and 9 are drawn after Kolliker's 
>■ Menacheii uad dei hSbeien Thiere. 2nd Bdl- 
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Figures 532 and 533, and they show how the gland is devel- 
oped from the epithelium which lines the head-gut cavity 
commonly called the pharynx. The pharyngeal epithelium 
is seen in the figures to dip downwards and to proliferate. 
Its growth is in the direction leading towards its permanent 
position, hut it is much earlier than the first development of 
the lungs, and at the period represented in the figures there is 
no sign of any organ which afterwards forms the tongue. The 
latter organ is the outgrowth of some of the muscles which 
originally served to produce the motions of the branchial ar- 
ches, especially of those inter- branchial muscles whiph lie 
between the first and second arches, the inferior maxilla 
and the hyoid bone. The muscles grow around, and enclose 
within their substance, the epithelial duct which starts from 
the pharynx and grows downwards and forwards to form the 
thyroid gland. After the epithelial bud has reached its place 
on the neck, the connection between the pharynx and the gland 
is severed. A remnant of the duct was mentioned above and 
is the processus pyramidalis which is often found in adults. 

In the tumor before us a small canal leading into its sub- 
stance is found, which is normally present on the back of the 
tongue, forming the point of the V made by the papillae ciV' 
cumvallatas. This has been called foramen ccecum (blind 
hole), and anatomists have been puzzled to explain its func- 
tions and uses, as well as its origin. The above description of 
the development of the thyroid gland, when brought together 
and compared with observation of the tumors in my case, the 
upper of which is plainly connected with the foramen 
C(ecum, clearly demonstrates that the assumption that fora^ 
men coecum is the morphological homologue of the primary 
point of origin of the thyroid body in the pharyngeal mucous 
membrane is a justifiable conclusion. 

903 Olive Street, St. Louis, Mo., U. S. A., Sept. 1, 1888. 



The hygroscopic quality of table salt, and its tendency to 
pack together in cruets and containers, may be entirely over- 
come by thoroughly drying the salt and intimately mingling 
with it a small percentage of dry corn starch or arrow-root. 
From 8 to 10 per cent is amply sufficient for the most humid 
atmosphere (as on the sea coast), while a much less percent- 
age of the starch is sufficient for inland points. 
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Myasis Narium. By A. M. Powell, M. D., of CoUins- 
ville, 111. 

The literature of this rare and most disgusting disease is 
80 meagre that I am induced to give an account of two cases 
coming under my immediate observation, with the hope of 
being of some service to the profession, enabling those who 
have not seen it to recognize and treat the disease should they 
be so unfortunate as to come in contact with it in the future. 

Morell MacKenzie, in his work on the '^ Throat and 
Nose,'' published in 1884, speaking of the paucity of litera- 
ture on the subject, says : ^^ Indeed, in the entire medical 
literature of the world, there is not a single essay dealing 
fully with the whole subject. Under these circumstances, it 
seems to me desirable to lay before my readers an analysis of 
the scattered articles which have appeared from time to time, 
for the most part in rare books or inaccessible journals." 

For this analysis, and for a short history of the affection, 
I refer to MacKenzie's work, page 439 ei seq. It will be there 
seen that the only American writer quoted is Dr. David 
Prince, of Jacksonville, 111., who reported a case of the 
disease in the Philadelphia Medical News, of October 14th, 
1882. 

MacKenzie defines the disease: ^^ Destruction of the soft 
tissues^ and sometimes of the hones of the nose, by maggots hatched 
from eggs deposited within or close to the nostrils by dipterous in- 
sects, causing gnawing pain, insomnia, and sometimes coma^ 
convulsions and death.^^ 

This author observes that ''the disease is seldom met 
with out of the tropics;" but the several cases seen and noted 
within the past five years in this vicinity, leads me to be- 
lieve that it not very seldom occurs, whether recognized or 
not, in a latitude even as far north as the City of St. Louis. 
From information obtained from lay sources, I am confident 
that the fly and its progeny concerned in this affection are 
identical with the fly and ''screw worm" said to be so 
destructive of cattle and other animals (that are wounded) in 
Texas and the adjacent countries. From the history of cases 
in this vicinity, I am certain that many more might have been 
reported had the physicians coming in contact with them 
recognized the true conditions. I am satisfied that in many 
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fatal cases their true nature has been overlooked and in some, 
where the maggots have been seen, they have been mistaken 
for the ordinary carrion maggot, and no unusual importance 
attached to their existence. If there have been other cases 
published in any of the American journals^ aside from that 
one of Dr. Prince, above alluded to, I am not aware of it ; and 
yet in this (Madison) County, some half dozen cases 
have been reported verbally. At a meeting of the 
Madison County Medical Society held, I think, in 1883, 
there were allusions made by members present to several 
cases of the so-called *' Texas screw worm'' aflfecting the 
nose and throat. Statements were made that were considered 
extravagant — even ridiculous; but in view of subsequent 
actual observations most of those statements can now be veri- 
fied. 

The first case occurring in this immediate vicinity was one 
that came under the care of Dr. Wadsworth, of this place, in 
the autumn of 1883. In this case the worms were not dis- 
covered until after the death of the patient, whom the doctor 
had treated for some obscure but violent inflammatory trouble 
of the pharyngo-nasal cavities. After the death of this pa- 
tient, I am informed by the family of the patient and by the 
undertaker, that hundreds of these worms left their abode, 
crawling out over the bed and floor, literally covering these 
with a moving throng. This patient had been the subject of 
a naso-pharyngeal catarrh which had probably progressed to 
the form of ozoena. 

Case I. — In September, 1884, I was requested to see a 
middle-aged laboring man whom I knew to be suflering 
from ozcena, but who now said he was suffering from an ex- 
aggeration of his old symptoms, with thickened soft palate, 
stoppage of the nasal passages, marked swelling of the face, 
especially about the nose, eyes and in the region of the fron- 
tal sinuses, the swelling presenting some of the characteris- 
tics of erysipelas. 

Intense headache, great restlessness, insomnia and slight 
fever, with an almost insufferable and indescribable sense of 
uneasiness seated in the region of the upper air passages, 
rendered his condition miserable in the extreme. The tongue 
was foul, the bowels constipated, and the breath was so hor- 
ribly offensive as to make the atmosphere of his room almost 
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unbearable. A careful examination revealed nothing beyond 
the above symptoms, and the patient was treated on general 
principles, with a view to meeting the indications. On the 
evening of the second day, or thirty-six hours after the first 
visit, while the g^eral symptoms were somewhat ameliorated, 
the local conditions had grown worse, and the patient now 
complained of an unbearable sensation of formication in the 
nose and throat, accompanied by what he described as 
'^ blows of a hammer " in these regions. These sensations 
very graphically described by the patient, led me to suspect 
that I had a case of '^ screw worm" to deal with, but a 
thorough washing out and careful examination of the cavities 
revealed none of the larvsB. At this visit I observed what 
appeared to be a small abscess in the formation stage, at the 
line of juncture of the bony and cartilaginous arch of 
the nose, near the middle of the right side. The pa- 
tient said there was at this spot a '' boring" sensation, inde- 
scribably painful. The thickened condition of the Schneiderian 
membrane made it impossible to see much beyond the external 
nares, and the swollen palate rendered the throat mirror al- 
most useless. The patient admitted having laid down a few 
days before under a shade tree and whilst asleep being sud- 
denly aroused by a tickling in the nose as though some insect 
had entered it — but the fact had passed from his mind until 
questioned. 

On the following morning a messenger came; to me saying, 
^' The little boil on the nose has opened and we can see some- 
thing working in it." This further strengthened my sus- 
picions of the nature of the case, and, upon arrival, I found 
the opening filled with worms, several of which were seized 
with forceps and drawn out. On looking into the throat many 
more were visible, working in and hanging upon the soft 
palate, which they had perforated in numerous places, boring 
through, as they had bored through the skin and other tissues 
of the nose. Almost from the first there had been a m«re or 
less profuse flow of an extremely offensive sero-sanguinolent 
discharge from the nose and throat. These cavities had been 
as thoroughly cleansed as possible by the frequent injections 
of carbolized and other disinfectant washes ; but these had 
apparently been of no inconvenience to the inhabitants of the 
passages^ as not a worm could be gotten away except by fore- 
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ible extraction with the forceps. A series of experiments was 
now instituted with a view of finding something that would 
destroy the worm and would at the same time be innocuous to 
the patient. 

A variety of substances were tried in vain, and the experi- 
ments were given up in despair, especially after finding that 
solutions of various kinds, of sufficient strength to destroy 
the tissues and even the life of the patient, had no apparent 
effect upon the activity of the larvse. 

In these experiments the substances that seemed to more 
perfectly control the movements of the worms were oil of 
turpentine and chloroform. These did not kill them, for some 
of them, after immersion for several hours in equal parts of 
chloroform and turpentine, regained their activity soon after 
being taken out, and crawled about with great speed. But 
here was a pointer, at least, in the treatment. If the worms 
could be stupefied and made to let go, they could probably be 
washed out of the cavities by flooding these by means of syr- 
inge or douche. Accordingly, chloroform largely diluted 
with water, was very sparingly injected into the nostrils, but 
this proving extremely painful to the patient, sweet milk was 
substituted for water as a diluent,and as large quantities of this 
mixture could be used without pain to the patient, the affected 
cavities were flooded with it at frequent intervals, and during 
these intervals large numbers of worms were brought away, 
until within two or three days, all had disappeared and the 
patient rapidly convalesced, but not without a complete des- 
truction of the bridge and septum of the nose, the latter 
having * ^fallen in" to the extent of serious deformity. 

Case II. — This occurred in a man about 30 years of 
age, a zinc smelter by occupation, and its history and progress 
are very similar to the first case. The man was a subject of 
chronic pharyngo-nasal catarrh, with offensive discharge. 
While taking an out-door nap, about ten days ago he was dis- 
turbed from his slumber by the buzzing of a fly in his nose. 
A few days afterwards, violent inflammation of the throat ' 
and nasal membranes appeared, and Dr. Beiwand was called, 
who administered appropriate remedies for inflammation, but 
without the effect of staying the progress of the disease, 
which, after a few days, had grown so severe as to be alarm- 
ing. The soft palate was covered by a thick fibrinous de- 
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posit, somewhat resembling a diphtheritic membrane, but soft* 
ened into a pultaceous mass which emitted air or gas bubbles, 
and had the appearance of a sponge permeated with organ- 
isms in motion. The nostrils were filled by a similar mass, 
and one or two worms were found which the doctor supposed 
were the ordinary maggots of the green bottle-fiy, never \ 

haying heard of the ^'screw-worm." At this juncture I was ^ 

requested to see the case and had no difficulty in recognizing 
it as a duplicate of my case of four years before. All the con- 
ditions were now present — the erysipelatous face, the sero- 
sanguinolent, extremely offensiye discharge from the cavities, 
the jactitation and insomnia, the terrible formication and baring 
sensations, etc. No worms were now visible, but the in- 
jection into the nostrils of equal parts of chloroform and milk, 
followed by flooding of the passages, soon brought the worms 
away in great numbers. These injections were kept up at in- 
tervals of a few hours for two days ; and occasionally the nasal 
passages were flooded with a 1-300 solution of mercuric bichlor- 
ide, being careful to see that none of the solution was swal- 
lowed. The nostrils, throat and soft palate were occasionally 
dusted by insufflations of a powder composed of equal parts of 
pure pepsin and iodoform, which had the effect of rapidly dis- 
solving the pseudo-membrane; the parts soon took on a 
healthy appearance, a large slough separated from the soft at 
its juncture with the hard palate, leaving a nearly round aper- 
ture of about three-fourths of an inch in diameter, through 
which the now healthy pharynx can be seen. It was at this 
point that the worms seem to have concentrated their attack, 
with the effect of totally destroying the vitality of all the 
tissues. However, there are indications that this patient, like 
the former, will have a '^fallen nose," as the effects of the 
disease on that organ are not yet subdued. 

Did time and space permit, it would be interesting and 
profitable to enter into a consideration of the natural history 
of the insects which thus prove so destructive to the comfort 
and even life of the human family. It seems probable that 
there are two or three varieties of the fly that are thus trouble- 
some in different parts of the world, but that described by 
MacKenzie as the Sarcop/iagra. closely corresponds with the one 
seen in this region. It has a strong resemblance to the ''blue 
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bottle," except in color, being nearly black, its thorax 
streaked with gray, and its abdomen chequered with white. 

The full grown larvse vary somewhat in size, being from 
five-eighths to seven-eighths of an inch in length and about 
one-eighth of an inch in thickness, tapering somewhat ab- 
ruptly to a point at either extremity, the head being the 
smaller. It is made up of segments, the interspaces of these 
being elevated like the threads of a common wood screw, 
which, with the pointed extremity, renders the popular name, 
"screw worm," very appropriate. They are exceedingly 
active while occupying suitable feeding ground, burrowing 
rapidly and for considerable distances into the tissues, and 
when discharged into the open air crawling with rapidity in 
every direction. They are made up of a tough, gristly sub- 
stance, and, as seen above, are capable of withstanding very 
rough usage. Four years ago, while treating my first case, a 
dozen of these full grown larvae were placed in a jar, and 
within a few days half or more of them had ** hatched out" 
into the fly above described. During the last case I was una- 
ble to obtain any of the worms living, the treatment having 
apparently killed all of them before coming out of the cavi- 
ties. Whether this is attributable to the use of the bichloride 
solution or not I am not able to say, but it is certain that in 
the first case (in which the bichloride was not used) the 
chloroform did not kill them outright; for, although appar- 
ently lifeless when taken out, most of them soon revived 
and resumed their wonted activity. 



Beriberi. By W. P. Thornton, M. D., of Bluefields, Nicar- 
agua, Central America. 

Before proceeding to give a detailed account of the two 
cases of beriberi that I have observed and treated, it would 
perhaps be interesting to give a short history of the disease, 
its synonyms and geographical distribution. I am only too 
sorry that I cannot give a complete microscopical and electri- 
cal report on these cases, but it was not possible for me to do 
so as I had not the necessary instruments or appliances. 

Synonyms. — Kak-k^, Beriberia, Synclonus Beriberia, 
Indosynclonus, Sleeping-sickness, Panneuritis endemica, 
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Neuritis Multiplex endemica^ Endemic Multiple Neuritis, 
Hydrops asthmaticus, Bad sickness of Ceylon. 

Definitions. — The following definition is given by Aitken : 
'^ A constitutional disease, expressed in the first instance by 
ansemia, culminating in acute oedema, and marked by stiff- 
ness of the limbs, numbness, and sometimes paralysis of the 
lower extremities; oppressed breathing (^anxietas, in pa- 
roxysms); a swollen and bloated countenance. The urine is 
secreted in diminished quantity. The oedema is general, not 
only throughout the connective tissues of the muscles, but 
the connective tissue of solid and visceral organs in every 
cavity of the body is bathed in fluid. Effusion of serum into 
the serous cavities very generally precedes death." Dr. 
Mason Qood, who called it synclonus beriberia, gave the 
following definition : — Spasmodic rigidity of the lower limbs, 
impeding locomotion ; often shooting to the chest, and obstruct- 
ing the respiration and tbe voice ; trembling and painful stupors 
of the extremities ; general oedematous intumescence. Dr. 
Scott, in his article on this disease in the Cyclopaedia of 
Medicine, says it was first scientifically described by Dr. 
Rogers in 1808, who called it hydrops asthmaticus. Dr. Scott 
says of Dr. Good's definition, ** This definition is tolerably 
accurate ; but in his description he confounds a chronic 
paralytic affection (barbiers) with the acute disease now under 
consideration." The above disease, barbiers, is sometimes 
spoken of as synonymus with beriberi, but from the descrip- 
tion of each disease as given by different authors, they are 
distinct. Dr. Duane B. Simmons, in his article in Pepper's 
System of Medicine, defines the disease as follows : — Beriberi 
is a disease of inanition, most common in tropical countries, 
though found in high latitudes (41® N.), especially in low-ly- 
ing seaboard towns during the summer months, and is both 
endemic and epidemic. It is usually chronic in form, but is 
subject to exacerbations of varying degrees, and has for its 
characteristic symptoms ansesthesia of the skin, hypersesthesia 
and paralysis of the muscles, anasarca, palpitation, cardiac 
and arterial murmurs (in the wet form), prsecordial oppres- 
sion^ and abdominal pulsation. 

Geographical Distribution. — As the disease has been more 
frequently observed and reported on from the eastern hemis- 
phere^ more definite knowledge can be learned of its locali- 
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ties in that part of the world than in any other. It occurs in 
portions of China, Japan, Ceylon, India, the Malay Peninsu- 
la, the islands near Asia, Brazil, Central America, West 
Indies, Australia, and the Sandwich Islands. Aitken says it 
occurs between the degrees of 15 and 22, north latitude, that 
towards the south of this it is never seen ; and that it is said 
to extend from the sea coast not farther inland than forty to 
sixty miles. Simmons closes his article on the geographical 
distribution as follows : '* For a long time beriberi was sup- 
posed to have a peculiar territorial limitation. It is now 
known to be more or less prevalent on all the islands and 
shores of Eastern Asia and Africa from Japan to the Cape of 
Good Hope, and in Brazil." 

Etiology. — The weight of testimony seems to point to the 
disease as being of bacterial origin, a great variety of pre- 
disposing causes, however, exerting a powerful influence. It 
is a more common disease among the natives of India than 
among the Europeans, yet the rate of mortality is nearly 
twice as great among the Europeans as it is among the na- 
tives, being 26% among the former and 14% among the latter. 
Males are more often attacked than females. The period of 
incubation is unknown, but seems to be of considerable dura- 
tion. Aitken, in calling attention to facts that must be con- 
sidered relative to the causes which develope the disease, says 
** the fact that the train of morbid phenomena is never de- 
veloped till the patient has resided upwards of eight or twelve 
months in the settlement where the disease is endemic," a 
fact agreed to by most if not all authors, ** must receive care- 
ful attention." He also remarks : '* Malaria, alternations of 
climate and temperature, noxious material in the waters of 
districts, have all been indicated as operative agents in bring- 
ing about the disease. But, looking to the fact that all the phe- 
nomena of the disease point to ansemia, it may be generally 
stated that whatever tends to induce this state will favor the 
development of beriberi." Of course it may be said that the 
fact that the disease does not show itself until after a residence 
of eight or twelve months does not necessarily show that its 
period of incubation is of long duration, as that time may be 
taken up in the predisposing causes taking effect. But as 
ansemia is perhaps its most powerful predisposing cause, 
those who are laid liable to the disease, and are in an ansemic 
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condition, should be more early effected than the strong and 
robust ; but from the reports, all seem to be equally affected 
after the lapse of eight or twelve months, the strong and ro- 
bust as well as the weak ; showing, it appears to me, that this 
time has been spent not only in the predisposing cause taking 
effect but the period of incubation also being fulfilled. 

In regard to the condition of the soil. Dr. J. West Roose* 
velt in his article, says : '^ On this point there is a difference 
of opinion. Scheube thinks that overcrowding in cities is 
most favorable to the propagation of the poison, while 
Maclean seems to think that marshy country districts with 
bad water form a good soil for it." Again, as it is plainly a 
disease of inanition and as all of its phenomena point to 
ane&mia, and, as the overcrowding of cities and marshy 
country districts exist as potent factors in developing such 
conditions, it is likely to be found more severe in some cities 
than in some marshy districts and vice versa, according to cir- 
cumstances and the extent of the observations of individual 
investigators. 

In one respect all authors seem to agree, that is, that the 
rate of mortality is higher in cities and prisons than in the 
country, being in some of the jails in India as high as 36.5%. 

Symptoms. — Universal debility, extreme prostration, pa- 
ralysis, dropsy, and, generally circumscribed subcutaneous 
oedema over parts of the body together with circumscribed 
anaesthesia of the skin over certain parts of the body, particu- 
larly the anterior tibial and oral regions, are the characteris- 
tic symptoms of this disease. Three forms are generally de- 
scribed, the *^ wet," *' dry " and '* mixed," but no sharp line 
of distinction can be drawn. When the paralysis is the di- 
stinctive feature, to the exclusion of the dropsy, it is called 
the dry form ; when the dropsy is the distinctive feature, to 
the exclusion of paralysis, it is called the wet form ; when 
both paralysis and dropsy exist, it is called the mixed form. 
A malignant form has been described by some authors, but 
during one attack the disease may manifest itself in all three 
forms ; the dry form gradually changing to the mixed, and the 
mixed gradually changing to the wet, and vice verga. 

The onset of the disease is generally insidious and it is of> 
ten hard to say exactly when its distinctive features show 
themselves to the exclusion of others. However, it is some- 
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times very sudden, showing at once the distinctive features, 
but generally the prodromes are such as not to call attention 
to the real cause. It is sometimes marked by the existence 
of fever, chilly sensations, bronchitis, a feeling of general las- 
situde, in fact almost any symptom common to an aneemic 
state, these symptoms being followed, sooner or later, by a 
feeling of stiffness or rigidity of the legs and thighs ; oedema 
of the extremites, sometimes to a considerable extent ; a 
bloated appearance of the face and fullness of the neck, and 
circumscribed subcutaneous oedema. 

These symptoms continue to increase in severity as the 
disease advances, taking distinctive forms as to whether the 
disease is wet or dry. In the dry form the stiffness and 
rigidity continue until the paralysis is so marked that the 
patient may not be able to walk ; before, however, the disease 
has progressed so far, in the dry form, the walk of the patient 
is peculiar and has been well described by Dr. Simmons in 
his article. In my first case I noticed this peculiarity, and 
when the second case visited me, this walk, with the bloated 
and pallid face and swollen neck^ led me to suspect the case 
as one of beriberi almost before examination. In the wet 
form the symptoms increase in severity, the oedema often be- 
coming general anasarca, with serous efiusion into the serous 
sacs of the thorax supervening. 

The appetite in both forms is generally good, sometimes 
being better than usual. The urine in the wet form is gen- 
erally of small quantity and highly colored, with sometimes 
a considerable increase of specific gravity; an excess of the 
water occurs ; albumen is rarely found, except in some fatal 
cases, and then only at the termination ; sugar has not been 
reported by any observers. The onset of the disease is some- 
times attended with diarrhoea, but not often, the bowels being 
more often sluggish. Anaemia is constant. Most observers 
note a diminution in the number of red blood corpuscles. 
The pulse varies, in the wet form being full, large and easily 
compressible ; in the dry, generally weak, and according to 
some, dicrotic. Dr. J. West Roosevelt says '^ Beriberi may, 
however, exist with a normal pulse and heart action. The 
heart generally furnishes all the signs of dilatation ; rarely 
hypertrophy. Systolic murmurs are heard over the pulmon* 
ary valves, and the venous hum in the large veins of the neck» 
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Palpitation occurs with greater frequency and severity in the 
wet than in the dry forms. Dyspnoea is almost always pres- 
ent to a greater or less degree, and appears to mark the 
severity of the disease. 

The skin shows no specific eruption ^ but has a clammy 
feel and a transparent, waxy^ sometimes a *' mother-of-pearl " 
appearance. Should fever occur it is a complication, as gen- 
erally the temperature is normal or even subnormal in some 
instances. 

The general nutrition suffers to a greater or less degree, 
according to the form, being generally more marked in the wet 
form. Rapid atrophy of the affected muscles is generally ob- 
served, especially in the more malignant forms. 

If contagious, it is but slightly so ; it is more probable 
that it is an infectious disease. 

The treatment varies, being mainly expectant and pallia- 
tive together with the best hygienic surroundings possible. 
No specific has been discovered, if there be any. 

Cask I. — A. M. B , aged 56, laborer, Canadian, emi- 
grated to this country eleven months previously , and had been 
working in a mahogany camp since his arrival ; the camp is 
situated about 40 miles in the interior of the country at the 
foot of the mountains. When he first arrived, he, together 
with others who came at the same time, suffered for a month 
or two with malarial fever common to this country, but soon 
recovered. Between ten and eleven mouths after his arrival 
he was again taken sick with what he supposed to be malaria, 
the only difierence he noticed from the former attacks being 
that he could stand but little exercise and that his legs felt 
stiff and ^' half asleep," as he expressed it, and that in time 
he would fall when trying to sit down on a low stool unless 
he grasped something for support. In a short time (ten or 
fourteen days) his legs began to swell enormously and he 
could move only with the greatest difBiculty; dyspnoea became 
very severe, orthopnoea supervened. He was then brought to 
Bluefields. He said he had been suffering as above described 
for the past six weeks, the symptoms gradually becoming 
more and more severe. He first became alarmed when the 
dyspnoea and palpitation occurred, and was greatly exercised 
over a feeling of constriction in the chest, which he described 
as feeling as though a four inch strap was around his body 
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and being gradually tightened. His appetite was good, his 
bowels constipated, urine scanty and high-colored and scald- 
ing. The patient vomited at times, always during the nighty 
between 12 o'clock and morning, a symptom that also occurred 
in my second patient, but this must have been simply a 
coincidence as I do not see it mentioned by others. 

Physical Examination. — Strong, well nourished man ; skin 
of a waxy transparency and glistening white appearance ; 
tongue heavily coated, its edges and apex pale ; legs enormous- 
ly oedematous, but very slightly so over the thighs or scrotum ; 
localized subcutaneous oedema in the following situations, giv- 
ing the patient a grotesque appearance: behind the neck form- 
ing a lump as large as a child's head; over the forehead; over 
the region of left nipple, making an examination of the heart 
difficult, and a belt around half the abdomen on the left side 
about three inches wide; neck swollen, with pulsation of the 
carotids distinctly visible ; no fluid in pleurse, or pericardium, 
or peritoneum could be detected ; pulse full, strong and easily 
compressible, but slow, averaging about 60. The pulse when 
examined at different times after the disappearance of the 
more acute symptoms, averaged between 76 and 78. Heart : 
Apex in normal position ; percussion negative on account of 
excessive oedema over the cardiac region; sounds of the 
heart exaggerated, otherwise normal ; no systolic murmurs 
could be detected at this time, although later on, when the pa- 
tient was progressing and the oedema had disappeared, a 
slight murmur was heard ; venous hum distinct at the root of 
the neck. Lungs : Slight dullness over upper part of both 
lungs, more distinct on the left side. Liver, normal size. 
Urine, darker than usual, acid ; specific gravity, 1.018 ; no 
albumen ; no sugar. 

I gave the patient five grain doses of citrate of quinine 
and iron four times a day, together with tablespoonful doses 
of gin, and the following: 

^ Kali bitartrat 5j« 

Pulv. jaiapse 3 j. 

M. div. in rulv. No. iv. Sig. One powder every three hours. 

The result was copious fluid discharges, with marked in- 
crease of urine. The dyspnoea was at once greatly relieved 
and the oedema began to disappear. The patient was kept on 
the quinine and iron and gin regularly, but the powders were 
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only administered every two days after the first three days. 
The patient gradually gained strength and in two weeks was 
able to walk around with canes. After three weeks the pow- 
ders were only given twice a week, soon changed to once a 
week, and then discontinued. The patient, as soon as able, 
returned to the United States. When he left he was apparently 
as strong as ever, but partial paralysis still necessitated the 
use of a cane. 

Case II. — N. C , aged 27, laborer, American negro, 

emigrated to this country about eighteen months previously, 
and had been doing general work on plantations and in town 
but at the time of taking sick had been in jail two months. 
He had sufiered from time to time with attacks of malaria 
when he first arrived, but for ten months previous to this 
attack he had been in his usual health. One day not seeing 
him in the chain gang, I asked the jailer what had become of 
him. He told me that he had not been feeling well for sever- 
al days and that he had given him a dose of "salts pnd 
senna." Two days after the jailer said he complained of stiff*- 
ness in the legs and shortness of breath. He was brought to 
my office the next morning and immediately as he entered I 
was struck with his appearance and walk, and suspected that 
the case was beriberi. He said that he had been feeling '^ out 
of sorts" for the past three weeks, with a little '* inward fe- 
ver/' but not enough to stop work or send for me, until the 
past few days ; that his legs had felt stiff for over a week, 
which he said was caused by sitting in a cramped position 
breaking rocks ; his ankles had also been swollen several days, 
and that the night before he had to sleep sitting up. His ap- 
petite was so good the jailor would not believe he was sick ; 
bowels constipated, urine so far as he could tell, " first-class, 
sir ; never better." 

Physical Examination. — Medium sized and weak looking 
man ; tongue slightly coated and pale ; legs only slightly 
oedematous extending up to the scrotum ; oedema slight over 
sternum and forehead. Pulse normal in number but weak 
and thin. Heart : Apex in normal position ; marked systolic 
murmur over base, most distinct in second intercostal space of 
leftside; venous hum in veins of the neck. Lungs, liver 
and spleen normal ; temperature 99.4° P. ; urine amber col- 
ored, acid; specific gravity 1.022; no albumen; no sugar. 
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Excruciating pain was experienced by this patient when the 
peroneal nerve was squeezed as it passes along the tendon of 
the biceps femoris. This patient also complained of numb- 
ness about his lips, which were large, a fact which seemed to 
annoy him more than anything else, except the trouble in 
walking. Dyspnoea was also very severe for several days. 

The same line of treatment was followed in this case as in 
the former ; he progressed nicely, being soon relieved of all 
the distressing symptoms except the paralysis. 

This case was at no time so severe as the first^ and neither 
could be classed with the forms termed malignant ; they were 
both of the mixed form, although in the first the wet seemed 
to predominate. 

Both cases having shown themselves in places where it is 
most likely to be found and to spread, namely, one in a 
camp and the other in prison, it will not surprise me if more 
cases should occur in this locality. 

Articles Consulted : Roosevelt, J. West. Medical Record, 
Feb. 19th, 1887, page 210 ; Simmons, Duane B. : Pepper's 
System of Medicine, Vol. I, p. 1038; Aitken's Science 
and Practice of Medicine, Vol. II, p. 125; Scott, J. : Cyclo- 
paedia of Practical Medicine, Vol. I, p. 287. 



Materialism in Disease.* By P. D. Sims, M, D., of Chatta- 
nooga, Tenn. 

The tendency of natural sense is to attribute all phenom- 
ena, when apparent, to causes tangible and natural, but when 
these are not apparent, the credulous faith in the unseen 
comes to the rescue and readily finds a cause in the world of 
myth. 

Of all channels of scientific investigation that of medicine 
probably furnishes the best examples of the two opposite ten- 
dencies of the human mind — the one to look for all causes 
among agencies, imponderable, mysterious, mythical; the 
other to reject everything that does not admit of physical, 
tangible demonstration. 



# Abstract of Addreu of the President of the Tennessee State Medical Society, 
delivered at its recent meeting at KnozviUe. 



J 
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Our ancestors sought among the stars and in incantations 
and machinations of witches and wizards, for the causes of 
their bodily afflictions, the source of which could easily have 
been found in what they ate and drank and breathed, if they 
had exercised their senses more and their credulity less. 
While the unlearned, groping in utter darkness, found satis- 
factory reasons for their afflictions in the occult influences of 
the moon and stars, and malign impress of witches and evil 
spirits ; a classless ignorant but more devout, have in all ages 
been disposed to believe the cause of diseases to be a disposi- 
tion to punish on the part of an avenging God — a special 
interposition of Divine power in the economy of a moral 
government. 

A third class, rejecting on the one hand the idea of witch- 
craft, necromancy, or stellar influences in the production of 
disease, and discarding on the other the theory that God 
would so stultify Himself as to play with the laws He had set 
over a universe of His own creation, have sought in the light 
of reason for causes inducing disease and death, — as the se- 
quence of unalterable law, as results necessarily arising from 
certain influences, from certain agencies in themselves nat- 
ural and reasonable. These agencies, whether material or 
psychical, ought to be thoroughly comprehended in their 
operation, as the ordinary laws of matter, of gravitation or 
chemical affinity. Disease is a departure from that natural 
correlation of parts or forces necessary to the functions of 
organic life, consequent upon impinging or contestant forces. 

There never was* a time in the world's history when men 
were so inclined to reject beliefs and ask for demonstrations ; 
never a time when the human mind has been so profoundly, 
so earnestly, and may we not say, so intelligently engaged in 
pursuit of truth,in search of knowledge,as at this very moment. 

The tendency of etiological and pathological investigation 
is to specific causes, with resultant specific diseases. With the 
advancing strides of chemistry and microscopy may we not 
look forward to a day when every disease known to organic 
life will be regarded as a specific condition dependent upon a 
known specific cause ? Each disease that passes under the 
lens of the microscope and is traced to an organic cause, is 
transferred from the field of accident and uncertainty, to the 
field of fact or fixedness. The microscopist will tell you to- 



1888.] Materialism in Disease. — Sims. 221 

day that typhoid fever is but the inroad of an army, the 
assault of serried hosts of bacilli that attack the citadel but to 
destroy. He tells you the same of cholera, of yellow fever, 
scarlatina, small-pox, of the wasting phthisis that we had 
thought handed down from generation to generation. 

No specific disease can exist without its specific cause. 
The bacillus or micro-organism which produces yellow fever 
in the human system can produce no other disease in that 
system than yellow fever, nor can that scourge be produced 
by any other cause. With all the filth in the world we utterly 
fail to produce one case of small-pox without an antecedent 
germ of small-pox virus ; — it can no more be accomplished 
than to produce a man without antecedent parentage. 

We know but little the myriad ways in which are borne 
the seeds that multiply in the cess-pool, the damp cellar, rot- 
ten potato, or unclean milk-can, and hatch out a pestiferous 
brood, each after his kind. But when the crop appears, 
'^ when the pestilence stalketh in darkness and waste th at 
noonday," then we know that the seed has in some manner 
found its way into the fertile fostering bed. 

Sanitary or preventive medicine, or we might call it state 
medicine, as its work should be largely in the hands of the 
government, is but in its infancy. Before it is a vast field of 
influence which lies in a thorough knowledge of the causes of 
disease. The efficiency of the sanitarian's work will depend 
largely upon the thoroughness of his knowledge of disease- 
breeding forces, the habits and habitats, the viability, porta- 
bility and longevity of these forces. Every disease that can 
be traced to an organic cause, that can be said to depend upon 
the existence of an organic germ, may be classed as a pre- 
ventable and, theoretically at least,as an exterminable disease. 

If typhoid fever is a specific disease as now asserted, and 
produced by a specific organism, when you have wholly rid 
yourself of every germ of that poison, you can have no more 
typhoid fever forever, without a new importation of the pois- 
onous germs. If the organism of cholera have no lodgment 
on this continent, we can never have cholera unless it is 
brought to us from abroad. If there is no small-pox in this 
goodly city to-day, there never will be until it is introduced 
from without. No germ disease can be produced without the 



222 Original Contributions. [Oct., 

antecedent specific cell or germ as a starting point for that 
disease. 

The yeast ferment of to-day is the same identical plant from 
which the Egyptian brewed his ale three thousand years ago 
and ages before that, and has come down to us through a reg- 
ular line of descent from the same organism. If it were de- 
stroyed to-day there would be no more yeast forever. The 
world of moving life in the drop of clear water, the millions 
of floating septic germs which throng the air we breathe and 
poison every open wound, are not the creations of to-day. 
They point to an ancestral line as long as ours. '^There is 
nothing new under the sun." We can destroy but we cannot 
create. For ages and ages the master minds of our race have 
sought in vain in every conceivable way to create one single, 
simple, organic cell. This composes the whole question of 
creation. When we can create a simple organism we can cre- 
ate a complex organism ; when we can create one single cyto- 
blast, we can make man. 

Those who have gone the deepest into the hidden mysteries 
of natural science in search of creative power, in this the most 
enlightened age of the world, have at last been compelled to 
exclaim with Huxley: * 'The doctrine of biogenesis, or life from 
life is victorious all along the whole line at the present day ;" 
or with Tyndall, **I wish the evidence were the other way, 
but am compelled to say that no shred of trustworthy experi- 
mental testimony exists, to prove that life in our day has ever 
appeared independent of antecedent life." 

The sanitarian's work is alone with the causes of disease. 
He can afiord to regard disease somewhat as an entity, and 
talk about and use specifics. The physician, on the contrary, 
must regard disease as a condition, and a condition in a par- 
ticular individual; he can have no specifics. The man who 
treats disease as an entity irrespective of the individuality of 
his patient, is following the example of the practitioner who 
gave the dose of Paris green to the man who had accidentally 
swallowed a potato bug. He killed the bug but lost his 
patient. 

In conclusion, may we not for a moment follow a preced- 
ing line of thought to its legitimate goal? 

If we have utterly failed to give life to the lowest, simplest 
form of organic existence, then what is life and whence came 
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it? To this there can be but one answer by an investigating 
intelligence. It is a wOrk of creative power and that power 
is God. 

The man who starts out through the labyrinthine toils of 
evolution to find in materialism the origin of life, must come 
at last to the end of his path and find the hand of God» 
Whatever difference there may be in theories of revelation or 
religion, no enlightened intelligence can accept a theory short 
of Theism. Atheism at this day is an unwarranted stultifica- 
tion. Of all men claiming intelligence, the enlightened phy- 
sician should be the last to accept a materialistic view of cre- 
ation. 

The Chinaman has Confucius for his mediator ; the Hindoo 
has Priest Buddha ; the Arab turns his face to the East look- 
ing up to Heaven through Mohammed ; the ''poor Indian sees 
his God in the cloud and hear3 him in the wind; '' the 
Christian follows the lowly Nazarene to the right hand of the 
Father. 

Whatever may be the mediatorial prophet, the theory of 
all, the central figure of the universe is the creative power, 
and that power is God, the self-existent source of all life, and 
before whom we must all reverently bow. 



Jewish Students are no longer permitted to matriculate 
in the University of Moscow. The anti-Semitic movement 
seems to be gaining ground. 

Dr. Thomas Keith, the well known laporotomist, has 
determined to locate in London. This will prove quite a 
loss to Edinburgh. 

Dr. Thos, Taunton Sabine, late professor of anatomy in 
the New York College of Physicians and Surgeons, died 
lately. He was a superior teacher and a successful surgeon* 

The Congress on Tuberculosis of Man and Animals 
held in Paris last July, was an unqualified success, both in 
attendance and in the character of the papers presented. The 
next congress will take place in two years, Prof. Villenim, of 
Paris, to act as president. 
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(EUntcal Heports from private practice. 

Crude Petroleum as a Surgical Dressinq. By Wm. A. 

McMuRRAY, A. M., M. D., M. R. C. S. Eng., St. Louis. 

While I was sojourning on a ranch in Iowa this summer, a 
cowboy, while driving a large herd of cattle was crowded 
against a barbed wire fence, inflicting three lacerated wounds. 
One, about seven inches long, commenced about three inches 
below the knee and running backward and downward denuded 
the fibula. 

My professional services being required and not having 
the necessary appliances at hand, I cleansed the wound and 
daubed it with crude petroleum and brought the edges to- 
gether with a roller bandage, leaving a small opening at the 
dependant part for the expected suppurative drainage. 

I expected as a result of the injury, either suppuration, 
erysipelas or tetanus. As the patient was in great pain I in- 
jected a quarter of a grain of sulphate of morphine. Next 
morning he was free from pain. I examined the wound daily 
but was agreeably surprised to find neither fetor nor discharge 
of pus. The dressing was allowed to remain undisturbed for 
a week and upon its removal the wound was found perfectly 
healed with the exception of a single place. I used adhesive 
strips to bring this together and in eleven days from the date 
of injury the patient was up and around. Cold water appli- 
cations were used frequently for several days after the receipt 
of the injury. In the light of this experience I regard this 
remedy as a valuable adjuvant in such cases of surgery. 



Dr. Gowers will deliver the forthcoming Lettsomian 
Lectures before the London Medical Society. He has chosen 
*' Diseases of the Nervous System due to, or Related to Syphi- 
lis" as his subject. 
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ARSENIC IN MEDICINAL BISMUTH PREPARATIONS. 

At the recent meeting of the American Pharmaceutical 
Association at Detroit, a paper of more than usual interest to 
physicians was read by Mr. R. E. Hawkes, of the University 
of Michigan, the subject being the presence of arsenic in the 
medicinal preparations of bismuth. 

The author stated that he had made a most careful and sys- 
tematic examination of the officinal preparations of. bismuth, 
purchased from the most reputable dealers and prepared by 
the most reputable manufacturers, both of this country and of 
Europe, and found that arsenic was a constant and rarely fail- 
ing concomitant, and that it was present in such quantities 
that whenever the full medicinal dose of bismuth in any of 
its officinal forms was given, the patient got almost the full 
medicinal dose of arsenic as well. The French bismuth, so 
much affected by American practitioners, under the impres- 
sion that it is ** arsenic free/' was found to be no better, so far 
as regards purity, than the American. 

In the discussion which followed and was participated in 
by Professors Remington of Philadelphia, Stevens of Ann 
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Arbor, and Eccles of Brooklyn, the query was aptly raised as 
to whether the alterative effects hitherto ascribed to bismuth, 
were not entirely due to the accompanying arsenic, and was 
generally assented to. 

Prof. Remington thought that the solid bismuth prepara- 
tions were inert chemically (save and except for the arsenical 
action), and that the good effects which followed their exhibi- 
tion were due entirely to their mechanical action in covering, 
adhering to, and protecting the intestines. This view was ren- 
dered all the more probable, said Prof. Remington, since it 
has been found that the exhibition of the solutions of bismuth, 
which have been introduced into medicine with the view of 
replacing the insoluble salts, has been found to lack the bene- 
ficial results hitherto obtained with the solid and insoluble 
preparations. 

In confirmation of Prof. Remington's views as to the me- 
chanical mode of action of bismuth in enteric diseases, Dr. 
Frank L. James called attention to the success which, it is 
claimed, has been achieved in the same class of diseases with 
large doses of powdered talc. 

The facts set forth in Mr. Hawkes' paper will have a wide 
bearing in toxicology and forensic medicine as well as in 
therapeutics. 

THE CONGRESS OF AMERICAN PHYSICIANS AND SUR- 
GEONS. 

All the reports that have been received concerning this 
Congress point to the fact that it was an unqualified success. 
Not only were the best men of this country actively engaged 
in its proceedings, but a large number of the best exponents 
of medicine and surgery in Europe also participated, and ex- 
pressed their unqualified satisfaction at the eminently success- 
ful manner in which everything was done. The attendance 
was, altogether, about 800 and, being composed in very large 
part of gentlemen who* have devoted most of their time to 
special research in certain lines, the work submitted by them 
was of a high order of merit. 

Anew society was added to the already well-filled list, 
and yet it was one which was more than necessary and will 
become highly useful as a supplement or rather an aid to the 
Surgical Society. This is the American Anatomical Associa- 
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tion. The men who organized this society are well known 
anatomists and there is promise that much good will be done 
in the future. 

Looking back over the proceedings of this Congress we can 
well afford to feel proud of its achievements, more especially 
as it will serve to show Europeans upon what plane American 
medicine and surgery stand to-day, one of which we may very 
justly and honestly be proud. 

* 

THE ST. LOUIS POST GRADUATE SCHOOL. 

In our notice a couple of months since of the medical edu- 
cational institutions of St. Louis, we neglected to mention one 
of the most important of them, to-wit: The St. Louis Post 
Graduate School of Medicine, which, with its hospital and 
polyclinic, is located at the corner of Jefferson and Lucas av- 
enues^ and the annual session of which will begin on the 15th 
inst. When we say that this school is one of the most import- 
ant educational institutions, we are sure that the sentiment 
will be echoed by every physician who truly appreciates the 
necessities of the higher medical education of to-day. The 
periods of instruction of most of our medical colleges for un- 
dergraduates are necessarily so short and so crowded with the 
work of instruction in the broad principles and ground- works 
of medical education, that time cannot be given to the proper 
study of many of those things which the rapid advance of 
medical science make essential to the physician, but a need 
of which is not felt until he launches into practice. Hence an 
institution which offers the graduate an opportunity to study 
these essentials under competent masters, becomes an im- 
portant factor in the system of medical education of a city 
like St. Louis. 

The faculty of this school embraces some of our best known 
specialists in their various lines, and we know of no similar 
institution, short of the great centers^of medical education in 
the East, which offers the post graduate so many advant- 
ages. A letter adressed to Dr. A. J. Steele, Secretary, will 
receive prompt attention and will put the intending student 
in possession of full particulars as to the institution. 
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" FAKING." 

This is a term used by those writers on the daily press 
who, having a given amount of space to fill and being short 
of original ideas, resort to the encyclopaedias and other 
depositories of knowledge and thence borrow sufiicient ma- 
terial to fill the yawning void. There is some excuse for 
these poor fellows, who have to '^ grind up their brains into 
food and clothing," as one of them once remarked to the 
writer; but there is another class of ^'fakirs" for whom there 
is no such excuse, viz : those men who deliberately abstract 
matter from the writings of othei^s and work it up into articles 
for the scientific press, solely for the purpose of posing as 
* 'scientific." 

The medical journals of the country get more than their 
share of this species of ''fake," a circumstance due to the fact 
that nine-tenths of these journals are edited by men engaged 
in the daily practice of medicine, and who therefore do not 
have the time to scan each contribution that comes in with 
the closeness that would detect the sources of the inspiration. 

A specimen of the medical ''fake" that is just now going 
the rounds of our esteemed cotemporaries is a paper entitled 
''Quinine Salts— their Solubility and Comparative Richness 
in the Alkaloid," by Dr. Fred. S. Mason, and originally pub- 
lished in the Virginia Medical Monthly, 

The really important part of this article appeared nearly, if 
not quite, two years ago in La Science libre, and was translated 
therefrom and published in the St. Louis Medical and Surgi- 
cal Journal for April, 1887 (Vol. LTI, p. 248). Not only are 
theindices of solubility and of alkaloidal contents identical, but 
the arrangement of the salts of quinine is the same throughout 
both articles. The only difierence that is apparent when the 
two are collated is that Dr. Mason has converted his. paper, 
by the addition of a few original sentences (or a few sentences 
not in the original article, would probably be more nearly 
correct) into a first-class, presumably free, advertisement of 
certain "elegant little spherical capsules" manufactured 

abroad. 

We venture to say that any American manufacturer of 

quinine pills, no matter how elegant or efficacious his "little 
spherical" arrangements might be, would have had consider- 
able difficulty in smuggling so neat an "ad" into the columns 
of the most excellent journal of our friend Edwards, to say 



k 



1888.] Editorials. 229 

nothing of having it copied far and wide by equally valuable 
exchanges. This is another vivid illustration of the facility 
with which foreign preparations are bepuflfed gratis in Ameri- 
can medical journals. 

NASAL INFLAMMATION IN RELATION TO INSANITY. 

The question as to how far chronic inflammation of the 
lining membrane of the nasal or pharyngo-nasal cavities and 
of their adjoining cavities, i. e. sphenoidal, ethmoidal and 
frontal sinuses, is accountable for the presence of hypereemia 
of the base of the brain, chorea, epilepsy, or even insanity, has 
been attracting considerable attention from rhinologists for 
some time past. Cases have been reported from time to time 
of various brain troubles that were evidently influenced if not 
caused by nasal inflammation. When the anatomy of the 
parts is considered, the intimate relationship of the mucous 
membrane with the meninges would seem to direct the atten- 
tion of all rhinologists towards this field of investigation, as 
one off'ering excellent opportunities for ambitious Hpecialists 
in this line to make wide reputation, as well as of being a 
blessing to suffering humanity. The American Rhinological 
Association, at their Cincinnati meeting, recognizing the im- 
portance of this subject, appointed a committee whose duty 
it will be to examine as many inmates of insane asylums as 
possible and to report at the next meeting, which will take 
place in Chicago in September, 1889. 

That this report will be looked forward to with interest by 
rhinologists and phychologistsis a foregone conclusion. 

A CORRECTION. 

In the editorial notice of the St. Louis College of Phar- 
macy which appeared in our August number, the statement 
was made that this institution was connected with the Mis- 
souri Medical College, as a department of the same. We do 
not know how this idea got into the head of the writer, but it 
was firmly fixed there that such was a fact. It is, however, a 
mistake. The St, Louis College of Pharmacy is an institu- 
tion of itself, unconnected with any other school or college. 

We make the correction simply for the sake of exactness, 
as neither the College of Pharmacy nor the Missouri Medical 
College need be ashamed of such connection did it exist, since 
both colleges are strictly first-class, each, in its own depart- 
ment of science, standing second to none. 
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Department of IHicroscopy. 

CONDUCTED BY 

Frank L. Jambs, Ph. D., M. D., of St. Louis. 

The American Monthly Microscopical Journal.— The 
publication and management of this journal has passed into 
the hands of Mr. C. W. Smiley, of Washington, D. C, who 
intends to widen its scope and make it less of a technical 
magazine by introducing more biological and other matter of 
interest to the working microscopist. Dr. Henry L. Osborne 
will remain the editor, and we are quite sure that the Journal 
under its new departure will find a warm reception among the 
brethren of the quill and pencil. 

A New Hardening Method. — Carl Bonda describes in 
the Oentralblatt fur die Medicinishe Wiasenschaften a new 
hardening process especially adapted to the central nerve 
system. It is briefly as follows : The material in mass (as 
for instance the brain of a large dog) is placed for from 24 to 
48 hours in a 10 per cent aqueous solution of pure nitric acid, 
whence it is removed without rinsing into a solution of potas- 
sium bichromate, made by dissolving one volume of a cold 
saturated solution of the salt in two volumes of water. The 
bichromate solution must be replaced in the course of a few 
hours with a solution consisting of equal volumes of the sat- 
urated solution and water. In this the material is left until 
sufficiently hardened. It is recommended that brain and 
spinal cord be kept at least eight days in the fluid and that 
the temperature be maintained at about that of incubation 
(Bruttemperatur), or say from 100° to 110° F. The author 
highly eulogizes the manner in which material thus har- 
dened shows up after staining with hematoxylin. 
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A Limpid Copal Solution. — A limpid and colorless solu- 
tion of gum copal has long been a desideratum to micros- 
copists and we have spent many hours in trying to obtain 
one. The following process we found originally in the Ger- 
man journal, Der Techniker, and having given it a fair trial, 
can say that if a high grade of bright copal is chosen, the pro- 
duct will be perfectly limpid and almost colorless. By sorting 
the copal, a solution as limpid as water may be obtained : Dis- 
solve 4 parts of camphor in 48 parts of sulphuric ether, and 
add 16 parts of pulverized gum copal thereto. Cork the flask 
carefully, and stand aside with occasional agitations until the 
copal is partly dissolved and partly swollea to its fullest ex- 
tent. Then add 16 parts of alcohol of 96° and 1 part rectified 
oil of turpentine, and agitate thoroughly. Let stand with 
occasional agitations for several days, and at the expiration 
of a week or so, the contents of the flask will be found to have 
separated into two layers, of which the lower is rather dark, 
thick, and possibly dirty, according to the quality of the 
copal, but above this a layer will be found rich in copal and 
as clear as crystal itself. The lower layer may be further 
treated with camphor and sulphuric ether, and afterwards 
with alcohol, and made to give a still further yield of the 
crystalline fluid. The only objection to this solution of copal 
is that it is somewhat brittle when dry. This may be obvi- 
ated by adding a few drops of purified nut or poppy oil 
thereto. 

The Proceedings of the American Society of Micro- 
scopists for 1887. — This volume, so long delayed and 
anxiously looked for, is at last at hand, and is by far the most 
elegant and creditable of any yet issued. The first third of 
the book, or 125 pages, is devoted to the annual address of 
President Wm. A. Rogers, of Waterville, Me. (formerly of 
Cambridge University), on the " Microscope as a factor in the 
study of the behavior of metals under strain." This is an 
able and most valuable paper, as might be expected from its 
source, and it was the very large amount of tabulated work in 
it that delayed the proceedings for so long a period. The 
delay is amply repaid, however, by the practical value of the 
paper, which is one that would do honor to the proceedings 



232 Editorial Department. [Oct., 

of any learned society in the world. It is followed by another 
not less learned and valuable in another department of sci- 
ence, viz : *' A contribution to the life history of the Diato- 
maceflB," by Prof. Hamilton J. Smith, of Geneva, N. Y. This 
paper is a continuation of one read at the Chautauqua meet- 
ing, and deals with the motion of diatoms, their reproduction 
and growth. It is illustrated by six exquisite colored plates, 
each of which is a true work of art and does great credit both 
to the designer and engraver, as well as the printer. Other 
notable papers in the book are '^Some new and rare Infusoria," 
by Prof. D. S. Kellicott, of Buffalo, N. Y.; ** Disease Germs," 
by Prof. T. J, Burrill, of Champaign, 111.; ** Ending and rela- 
tion of the muscular fibres in the muscles of minute animals," 
by Susanna P. Gage, of Cornell University; '*The Bacillus 
of foot-rot in sheep," by Mark Francis, of Ohio State Uni- 
versity, at Columbus ; *' Comparative size of blood corpuscles 
of man and domestic animals," by Freda Detmers, of Ohio 
State University (this paper appeared in this journal about a 
year ago); ^'A description of the Ergasilus Chatauqui- 
ensis" (a new parasitic copepod), by Chas. F. Fellows, of 
Minneapolis; **A new rotifer," by C. M. Vorce, of Cleve- 
land, 0.; " The fallacies of popular bacterial research," by 
Geo. W. Lewis, M. D., of Buffalo, N. Y.; *^ On the use of the 
Amplifier, with observations on the theory and practice of 
photomicrography, etc." by G. W. Rafter, of Rochester, N. 
Y., ** Cardiac muscle cells in man and other animals," by B. 
M. Oviatt, of Cornell University, Ithaca, N. Y.; ** The ery- 
siphess of Illinois," by Prof. T. J, Burrill, of Champaign, 
Ills.; ** The crystallography of butter and other fats," by 
Thos. Taylor, M. D., of Washington. All of these papers are 
freely and even lavishly illustrated with chromolithographs, 
photogravures, heliotypes and wood engravings, all of the 
highest class of work. Copies may be procured by non-mem- 
bers by writing to the secretary. Prof. T. J. Burrill, Cham- 
paign, Ills., enclosing $2.W. 



The Texas State Medical College and Hospital which 
was closed in 1887, will be once more in operation. Lectures 
will be begun Oct. 15th, next. 
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Department of Dermatology anb (BemtO'Urinary 

Diseases. 

CONDUCTED BY 

A. H. Ohmann-Dumesnil, A. M., M. D., of St. Louis. 

MoUuscum Contagiosum. — Prof. A. Neisser makes a 
contribution in regard to this disease in the last number of 
the Vierteljahreaahrift fuer Dermatologie und Syphilis. He re- 
gards the name ** epithelioma contagiosum " as more proper. 
He claims that it is to be looked upon as a neoplasm ; that it 
is an epithelioma and, at the same time, a retention cyst. 
The excess of tissue which is present is composed of: 1^ 
Abnormally grown epithelium ; 2° Abnormally retarded and 
swollen (aufgespeicherteri) horny masses between the parasite 
cells, or molluscous bodies, and; 3^ Of these latter. Nothing 
very definite or conclusive is offered in regard to the conta- 
giousness of the affection. 

Treatment of Xanthoma. — Dr. Ernest Wende reports 
two cases of xanthoma in the Medical Press of Western New 
Yorh. In one the disease was of the plane variety and in the 
other of the tuberous, both situated upon the eyelids, near the 
inner canthi. The method of treatment adopted was to insert 
laterally, at various points, into the neoplasms, in a direction 
parallel to the outer surface an electro-negative needle made 
of gold. The positive electrode was held in the hand. After 
one sitting, the author claims that the xanthomatous plaques 
and nodules darkened in color, and the crusts which formed 
began to fall off on the eighth day. The skin was left per- 
fectly smooth with no trace of either scar or remaining growth. 
Each sitting lasted twenty minutes, but unfortunately we are 
not informed of the strength of the current used. 
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Simulated Pemphigus. — Dr. J. Harris Pierrepont relates 
a queer case of malingering in the Virginia Medical Monthly, 
The patient, an unmarried woman of 22, was treated for a 
sprained ankle by counter irritation, cantharidal blister 
being used. As soon as she was to be discharged she exhib- 
ited pemphigus, apparently, of the left forearm. This was 
treated and when well of this a similar eruption appeared 
upon the right arm. The blebs alternated from one arm to 
the other and finally it was the legs which were attacked. 
This continued for some eighteen months. Upon the last 
occasion the patient suddenly had profound coma. Thinking 
that the attack might be fatal, the patient's aunt was sum- 
moned and she, on opening a bundle of clothing that the pa- 
tient kept under a table, found a fly blister about a foot wide 
and two feet long, also a supply of the ointment previously 
used. This solved the mystery and the patient having re- 
covered from her coma in a few days was discharged. 

Lupus. — At the late Congress for the Study of Tubercu- 
losis, held in Paris, Prof. Leloir spoke of typical varieties 
of lupus. The Medical Record gives the following risumi of 
his paper. The first form was characterized by the presence 
in the skin of small vitreous-looking areas of colloid degener- 
ation. Here and there were minute colloid cysts surrounded 
by a zone of embryonal cells ; there were very few giant cells, 
and only occasionally was it possible to detect a tubercle 
bacillus. This he called the colloid variety. In the second 
form the tubercle was translucent, gelatinous and very vascu- 
lar, and small mucous cysts were frequently seen ; giant cells 
were very rare, but the bacilli were seen more often than in 
the preceding variety. This was the mucoid or myxomatous 
variety. The third form was denominated sclerotic lupus, 
and was a process similar to warty tuberculosis or to fibroid 
phthisis. The specific micro-organisms are present, but they 
are extremely rare. These were all varieties of lupus vul- 
garis, which was but an attenuated tuberculosis. 

Early Facial Paralysis in Syphilis. — As is well known 
facial paralysis is not a rare complication in syphilis. It is, 
however, as a rule, a rather late complication and its advent 
is marked by certain prodromes, such as prolonged headache, 
general dullness, etc. Dr. Edmond E. King reports a case in 
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the Canadian Practitioner in which the trouble developed sud- 
denly in a man of 24. A serpiginous chancre was the first 
symptom observed in the case, and this was followed by very 
light secondary symptoms. In three months he left his physi- 
cian, who did not again see him until he had facial paralysis, 
exactly seven months after he applied for treatment of the 
initial lesion. The attack came on quietly and without warn- 
ing, and the whole face was involved. Under mixed treat- 
ment rapid amelioration followed, so much so that, in about 
three weeks, the patient had control of his facial muscles once 
more. 

Electrolysis in Urethral Stricture. — This subject has 
of late been occupying a large portion of the attention of geni- 
to-urinary surgeons. The diversity of opinion upon the use- 
fulness of this method is so great, and each adduces such 
weighty arguments, that the non-expert is reduced to a state 
of despair. One of the latest expressions on the subject comes 
from Dr. C. A. Bryce in the Journal of Cutaneous and Oenito* 
Urinarg Diseases. He expresses himself thus: ''We have a 
large number of cases we could report of patients now living 
and in the enjoyment of perfect health, relieved of organic 
stricture and permanently cured by electrolysis. We have not 
said anything about failures in treating cases by electrolysis. 
This is not our object and does not concern us in this article. 
Our object is simply to show that electrolysis is capable of per- 
manently curing the worst strictures of every grade and character, 
whether in the membranous or pendulous urethra. That 
there are, and will be, failures by this method, we are will- 
ing to admit, but were we to trespass further upon the space 
allowed and the patience of our readers, we could easily 
demonstrate that the fault, instead of being chargeable to the 
method employed, should be laid upon the shoulders of bun- 
glesome and unskilled operators, who, like faulty mechanics, 
are ever ready to blame their tools.'' 

Mercury in Syphilis. — All who read this will remember 
that at one time there existed an almost universal and deep- 
rooted prejudice against mercury in syphilis. A popular 
impression gained a fast hold upon the people in general, that 
it was a fell monster come to devour their bones, eat up their 
flesh and produce a general rotting away of the entire body. 
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This general feeling, unfounded in fact, has been gradually 
disappearing, and the good results of mercurial treatment in 
syphilis have been testified to by those who alone were capa- 
ble of offering credible testimony. At present, however, a 
number of vegetable cure advocates are endeavoring to sound 
a note of alarm. Each one has probably treated a score of 
cases by means of a little iodide of potassium and vegetable 
adjuvants, the patients have fairly prospered and lo I they 
condemn mercury. They have hardly had their subjects 
under observation a year and they are ready to predicate that 
there will be no tertiary symptoms because, forsooth, these 
latter are due to the action of mercury. We are loth to cast 
aside the experience of those in whom it is deserving of respect 
and when they cling to mercurials as their sheet anchor we 
are glad to be permitted to follow in their footsteps as an 
humble follower of a greater intellect, more especially when 
our limited experience accords fully with their more wide and 
extended observations. 



Department of Diseases of tlje Cye arib €ar. 

CONDUCTED BY 

A. D. Williams, M. D., St. Louis. 

Campho-phenique in Aspergillus once more. — Within 
the last month I have treated two more cases of mushroom 
parasite in the ear, with campho-phenique exclusively. In 
both cases a single application was sufficient to kill the growth. 
I now think that I have tested this remedy sufficiently to prove 
that it is a specific in this form of disease of the outer ear. 

Why Deafness from Spotted Fever is Hopeless. — 
The labyrinth is the part to which the auditory nerve is dis- 
tributed. The membranous structures in the bony labyrinth 
are supposed to be continuous through the internal auditory 
meatus with the membranes of the brain. It occasionally 
happens that the acute inflammation of the meninges extends 
along the auditory nerve into the labyrinth, causing complete 
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destruction of the membranous labyrinth to which the audi- 
tory nerve is distributed. This of course causes complete 
deafness and explains why such cases never get well. I do 
not remember ever to have seen a case of partial deafness 
from cerebro-spinal meningitis. If the hearing is involved at 
all, complete deafness is the result. Neither do I remember 
ever to have seen a case where only one ear became deaf from 
this disease. The wonder is, considering the close anatomi- 
cal connection, that the labyrinths are so rarely involved and 
never one labyrinth only. 

Treatment in these cases accomplishes absolutely nothing 
for the reason that the hearing apparatus is totally destroyed. 

An Odd Way of Transmitting Syphilis, — Tepliachine 
states (Satellite Medical Annual — May) that in Russia it is a 
popular custom to attribute all aflTections of the eyes to foreign 
bodies in them. Their method of removing the same is to 
stick the tongue into the eye and swab it around till the for- 
eign substance is removed ! That was the way a woman, who 
claimed to be a physician, treated all of her cases of sore 
eyes. She thus frequently communicated syphilis to her eye 
patients. Within two months, this writer says, he had in his 
hospital eight cases of syphilis of the lids, all traceable to this 
woman's treatment. An examination proved her to be 
syphilitic. In a neighboring town the same writer discovered 
68 syphilitic cases, 13% of the whole population; one half of 
these had been inoculated by the same woman. 

In my own experience I have met with only one case in 
which the tongue was used to remove a foreign body from the 
eye. A laborer thought he had something in his eye and had 
a fellow workman stick his tongue into it for the purpose of 
removing it. The effort was a failure because the man had a 
sore eye, which felt as if something was in it. 

Symptoms of Optic Neuritis — A Case. — An old man, 
thin and delicate in appearance, consulted me last week, 
making the following statement: One week ago noticed that 
the vision of right eye began to grow dim. This increased 
till in three or four days all objects seemed to be in a thick 
mist or fog, vision being very imperfect. Very soon after 
vision began to fail patient noticed luminous appearances 



238 Editorial Department. [Oct., 

(photopsies) before the eye. These were moBtly like large 
balls of a bright bluish color. They would develop suddenly, 
as if a light had flamed up, and then gradually vanish, to be 
followed by another and that by another and so on indefin- 
itely. Occasionally the luminous body is stretched out in one 
direction, forming a kind of tail. Such was the patient's de- 
scription of the subjective symptoms and these pointed 
directly to some kind of irritation of the retina or optic nerve 
or both. The ophthalmoscope revealed a well marked inflam- 
mation of the optic nerve. As I could discover no cause 
whatever I designate itidiopathic neuritis. Luminous appear- 
ances before the eyes always indicate a disease of some kind 
of the retina or nerve, or both. They vary greatly in shape, 
color and frequency. Sometimes they are silvery white; at 
other times they are red like balls or sparks of fire, darting 
like arrows across the field or running in circles. 

I prescribed the so-called alterative treatment and I think 
the man will recover his sight, but such a trouble is always a 
very grave matter. The chief danger is that after the inflam- 
mation subsides the nerve may undergo white atrophy. The 
latter is inclined to follow the former just as one extreme 
may follow another. 

Aural Vertigo Again — A Correction. — In my article on 
this subject in the last Journal the printer has greatly 
**mixed matters," so that some correction is needed. In that 
article I stated that the patient had an attack of Acute Otitis 
Externa, which was incorrectly printed ** Otitis Media Ex- 
terna." 

I stated further that after the inflammation subsided I no- 
ticed two small elevated points in the skin of the upper wall of 
the meatus, one close down to the drum and the other half an 
inch further out. On cutting into them I found that both ele- 
vations were composed of fungous granulations, which could be 
picked away with forceps without pain. I cauterized both freely 
and both disappeared for a time, with great relief from the ex- 
treme dizziness. The deeper fungus never returned, but the 
outer one repeatedly reformed. By bending the end of the 
probe at right angles and exploring the point I found that there 
was a hole in the skin, where the fungus grew and that the skin 
was elastic or soft (not '* loose," as printed), as if some fluid 
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or semi-fluid material were under it, but nothing could be 
pressed out through the opening of the skin. I concluded 
that there must be fungous granulations beneath the skin and 
that these would sprout out through the opening and form 
the projectionin to the meatus. At the conclusion of the arti- 
cle I stated that this was the first case of aural vertigo, in 
which its cause could be definitely located in the external 
meatus not ** within the skin'' as published. In all other 
cases, I further stated, the cause of the vertigo was uniformly 
located in one or both drum cavities. 

Later History of the case is interesting. At the time of 
writing the first account I had recently incised the 
skin and had freely cauterized the fungus with lunar 
caustic, having taken special pains to work the 
caustic down into the opening as far as possible. At that 
writing, it will be remembered, the patient was quite free 
from vertigo and remained so for several days. However, the 
fungus began to grow again out of the same opening in the 
skin and the troublesome vertigo began to return. I now 
determined to radically cauterize the spot. I had the extreme 
point of a galvano-cautery bent at right angles and passed it 
deep into the opening in the skin and let the fire run, at the 
same time pressing the point deep into the flesh. The result 
was that I literally burnt the entire fungus out. Since then 
the whole thing has healed up nicely and now there is a small 
depression in the skin where the former elevation was. The 
troublesome vertigo has disappeared. 1 flatter myself that I 
have ** cured ^- the trouble permanently. 

The supposition in the first article that the whole trouble 
was due to subcutaneous fungous granulattons proved to be 
correct. 



Can Such Things be ? — The Algemeine Medizinal Zeitung 
is authority for the statement that in a German village (name 
not given) that the public crier went round and with the usual 
formalities announced that Dr. A. would visit patients and 
prescribe for 60 pfennings (14 cents). A half hour later he 
again made the rounds, announcing with **bell and horn " 
that Dr. B. would make visits and prescribe for 50 pfennings 
(12} cents) I 
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€xcerpt5 from Hussian, poHslj anb Bulgarian 

3ournals. 

CONDUCTED BY 

Valerius Idelson, M. D., of Berne, Switzerland. 

Cod-liver Oil in Parotitis. — Dr. Morozoff states (iVovo^tt 
Terapiij No. 3, 1888, p. 116) that he successfully treats paro- 
titis by the external use of cod-liver oil. Having smeared 
the swelling with the oil, he covers the part with a piece of 
cotton wool soaked in the same fat, places above it a thin 
layer of dry wadding and fixes all by a roller-bandage. 

Luffa, a Substitute for Sponge. Luffa JSgyptiaca Mill, 
a plant belonging to the natural family Cucurbitaceas and 
growing in all southern countries of the Old World, promises 
to become a successful rival of sponge. Its ripe fruits con- 
tain a rich and soft pith, which after having been well dried 
and treated with a solution of permanganate of potassium, 
gives an excellent material possessing a high absorbing power 
(Vratch, No. 28, 1888, p. 567). 

Hydrastis Canadensis in Uterine Haemorrhage. — Dr. 
W. Senvowski writes (Gazeta Levaraka, No. 12, 1888) that he 
very successfully employs fluid extract of hydrastis canaden- 
sis (15 or 20 drops, three or four times daily) in various 
forms of metrorrhagia, especially in flooding connected with 
puerperal subinvolution of the womb (3 cases), hsemorrhagic 
endometritis (2), climacteric hsemorrhage, etc. In one of 
his climacteric cases, however, a combination of the hydrastis 
extract with that of ergot (15 grammes of the former with 1 of 
the latter, 15 drops of the mixture four times daily) gave 
better results than hydrastis alone could secure. 

240 
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Tar-paper in Pityriasis Versicolor. — Professor Nikolai 
P. Mansiiroff, of Moscow, says (Novosti Terapii, No. 7. 1888, 
p. 264) that having under his care a male patient suffer- 
ing from pleurodynia as well as from pityriasis versicolor of 
various regions, he ordered to cover the painful area with a 
sheet ofSterry's charta picis. On removal of the tar-paper 
six days later, Dr. Mansiiroff was surprised to find that the 
rash had disappeared tracelessly, so far as the pleurodyniac 
region was concerned, while all other cutaneous areas affected 
remained wholly unaltered. 

Rectal Injection of Naphthalin in Dysentery. — Dr. L. 
Hinterhof warmly recommends (i?w8sia{a Mediizina^ No. 21, 
1888, p. 331) the treatment of acute dysentery by means of 
daily enemata made of 0.5 gramme of pure naphthalin and 
30.0 grammes of distilled water. He adduces three cases 
in point, viz : that of a boy, aged 15, a gentleman of 40, and an 
adult woman, with the disease of 3, 4 and 2 days' standing, 
respectively, in which a permanent recovery followed the 
administration of one (in 1 case) or two (in 2) enemata. All 
tenesmus, burning pain about the arms, etc., disappeared 
shortly after the first injection. 

Foreign Body in the Upper Lachrymal Canaliculus. 
— Dr. Rodionoff, of Moscow, publishes (Russkaia Meditzina^ 
No. 8, 1888, p. 129) the curious case of a male peasant, aet. 35, 
who sought his advice on account of an ocular *' new growth" 
of about two months' standing, the symptoms complained of 
being a pricking pain on rotation of the eyeball inwards, a 
constant uneasy sensation about the eye, and flow of tears. 
On examination. Dr. Rodionoff found that from the right 
upper lachrymal punctum there was protruding a green, hard, 
polypoid body, 1 millimeter long, thickly covered with mucus. 
The ''growth" was without delay extracted by forceps and 
proved to be nothing else than a piece of smooth, hardish, 
dry cylindrical grass-blade, about one-half centimetre in 
length and one-fifth millimeter in diameter. All the symp- 
toms disappeared instantly. The foreign body had found Us 
way into the upper lachrymal canaliculus, probabably, when 
the man had been sleeping on or in hay. Dr. Rodionofl states 
that he has been unable to find in literature another instance 
of foreign bodies in the upper canaliculus. 
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Hypodermic Injection of Morphine in Bronchial 
Asthma. — In the Polish weekly Oazeta Levaraka, No. 12, 
1888, Dr. K. Sawisza relates four cases of bronchial asthma 
which have been under his constant observation for from 
seven to thirteen successive years. Having tried a legion of 
recommended anti-asthmatic means (including iodine, tinct- 
ure of lobelia, nitrite of amyl, nitro-glycerin, paraldehyde, 
aspidospermin, pyridin, etc., etc.). Dr. Sawisza arrives at the 
conclusion that the best method of all tried by him is the 
hypodermic use of morphine in moderate doses (not less than 
0.01 gramme). In all of the author's cases, the injection was 
rapidly followed by a pronounced decrease of dyspnoea, dis- 
appearance of sleeplessness, and of hissing rdles, etc. To 
avoid habituating the patient to the drug. Dr. Sawisza advises 
to use morphine alternately with hydrate of chloral. 

Congenital Subpalpebral Cyst. — Dr. F. Winawer, a 
Polish practitioner, describes {Veatnik Oftamologii, May- June, 
1888, p. 284 a rare case of congenital cyst situated under the 
left lower eyelid in a Jewish girl, aged 10. The tumor was 
as large as a plum and had a bluish color, the left eyeball 
being absent (congenitally). For cosmetic purposes Dr. 
Winawer excised the anterior wall of the cyst and powdered 
its cavities with iodoform; the wound kindly healed in a 
week. A microscopic examination (by Dr. Kamotzky) of 
the excised portion of the cystic walls showed that the latter 
consisted of an outer layer composed of dense fibrous tissue, 
and an inner one abounding in cells and somewhat resem- 
bling cavernous tissue with pigment granules and broken 
blood-corpuscles in the trabeculse. The patient's mother had 
both-sided nystagmus and coloboma iridis and choroidese, 
left-sided coloboma nervi optici, and right-sided microphthal- 
mos. 

Mercurial Lanoline Ointment in Syphilis. — Dr. V. A. 
Bogoroditzky, of Tambov, highly eulogises {Proceedings of the 
Tambov Medical Society ^ No. 6, 1888, p. 171) the inunction of 
mercurial ointment containing lanoline. When an ordinary 
lard-and-mercury salve is used for rubbing into the syphilitic 
patient's skin, the sittings (provided, they are conducted as 
carefully as possible) necessarily last from one-half to one 
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hour. Meanwhile, the inunction of a lanoline ointment re- 
quires as a rule not more than ten or fifteen minutes, the 
limits being five and twenty minutes. Besides, the lanoline 
salve never irritates the skin ; the latter remains quite dry 
and clear after each sitting. ^ Dr. Bogoroditzky's statements 
are based on 400 comparative inunctions in twenty patients. 
He always employs the following formula : 

R. Lanolin! puriss 100 parts 

Hydrargyri 60 parts 

Axungise porci 20^ parts 

XJng. cinerei 2j parts 

M. 

Bacteriology of Puerperal Fever. — Dr. Eduard P. 
Tchernevsky, of Professor N. P. Ivanovsky's laboratory, in 
St. Petersburg, has recently published an able experimental 
work (St. Petersburg Inaugural Dissertation, 1888, pp. 60) 
concerning the vexed question of the etiology of puerperal 
fever. His main results may be given briefly thus : 1®. In 
healthy puerperse, the uterine discharge contains microor- 
ganisms only in extremely rare or exceptional cases. 2°. 
Hence, their uterine discharges do not possess any pyogen- 
etic or phlogogenetic properties. 3*^. In an overwhelming 
majority of women suffering from mild forms of puerperal 
fever, the uterine secretion contains streptococci which, un- 
doubtedly, represent the cause of the disease. 4°. In lethal 
cases of puerperal septicaemia, the streptococcus is obtained 
from all fluids and organs of the patient's system. 5*^. A 
lethal puerperal septicsemia is caused by the streptococcus 
penetrating from the woman's genitals into her organism. 
6°. The microbes found in milder cases of puerperal fever are 
identical with those met in the lethal ones. 7°. The puer- 
peral streptococcus can give rise to suppuration as well as to 
an erysipelatoid inflammation of the skin. 8^. A generalized 
streptococcus infection of the organism is characterized by 
congestions of the parenchymatous organs and serous mem- 
branes. 

On Swallowing Bone Fragments. — In the St. Peters- 
burg weekly RUsskaia Meditzina, No. 13, 1888, p. 203, Dr. R. 
A. Lvoff, of Berditcher, records two instructive cases of swal- 
lowing (during eating) sharp-pointed bone fragments of an 
irregular multangular shape, measuring about 2x1 i centime- 



244 Editorial Department. [Oct., 

ires. In one of the patients, a Jew of 60, the foreign body 
was found, a couple of weeks later, in the rectum near the 
anus, and could be easily extracted by bone forceps. In 
another, a stove-setter of 40, who experienced nothing but 
some anxiety and a feeling of oppression about the middle of 
his gullet, an emetic was administered by Afeldsher (medical 
assistant) on the day after the accident. The vomiting (which 
was severe and recurred twice) was immediately followed by 
unmistakable symptoms of an extensive perforation of the 
oesophagus Cincludingan obstinate and profuse hsematemesis) 
with subsequent perioesophageal phlegmon, the unlucky man 
dying on the fifth day after the accident. Comparing his 
cases, Dr. LvoflF, in accordance with Professor Koenig's teach- 
ings, earnestly warns against the administration of emetics 
for expelling sharp-pointed, hard, foreign bodies. [That 
emetics can save the patient's life in cases of swallowing more 
or less soft foreign bodies, is beautifully illustrated by Dr. 
Alfred S. Gubb's case in the British Medical Journal, Jan. 28, 
1888, p. 189.— Reporter.'] 

Contagious Eczema. — In the RUsskaia Meditzina, No. 
19, 1888, p. 297, Dr. Ivan 0. Reiitsky describes a striking in- 
stance of a family epidemic of Kaposi's impetigo faciei cou' 
tagiosa. At first, a boy of 5 fell ill, the symptoms being a 
high fever (40.8°C), accelerated pulse (120 per minute) and 
breathing (85 per minute), a considerable, painful and lender 
swelling of the submaxillary and cervical lymphatic glands, 
and numberless herpetic vesicles over the cheeks, nose and 
chin. In a few days, the febrile symptoms disappeared and 
lymphatic enlargement decreased, while the rash increased so 
intensely that the whole face and ears became covered with a 
single scurf, the boy being tormented by an intolerable itch- 
ing. In a week or so, his brother of 12, and, a couple of days 
later, another of 10, and his sister of 2, developed the same 
train of symptoms. All the boys always slept in one bed, 
under one blanket. All the four children had been enjoying 
perfect health previously to the disease. The treatment con- 
sisted in smearing the afiected parts, twice daily, with an 
ointment containing corrosive sublimate, balsam Peru and 
Hebra's unguentum diachyli, a permanent cure ensuing in 
about a week. Dr. Reiitsky saw recently another instance of 
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a contagious eczema. A generally healthy male peasant, 
aged 40, used to carry about his boy (of 6 months) suffering 
from a moist eczema of the scalp, the infant's head invaria. 
bly lying on the father's left forearm, close to the cubital fold- 
Exactly this region was found to be covered with a rash 
quite identical with that of the infant. According to the 
man's statement, the rash had repeatedly disappeared, 
simultaneously with the disappearance of that in his child (in 
both under the infiuence of some treatment), and again re- 
appeared soon after a relapse in the boy's case. 

Corneal Ulcers from Frost. — In the Kier bi-monthly 
Vestnik Oftalmologii^ May and June, 1888, p. 247, Dr. Grigory 
E. Kiiritzyu, of Sarator, describes an extremely rare case of 
this kind (the first in Russian literature). A formerly quite 
healthy farmer, while driving across an immense open field 
one February morning, was overtaken by a formidable snow- 
storm (Uragan) and lost his way. All the while straining his 
eyes to find the road, he was able to reach a village only 
about night-fall, an severe ice-cold wind incessantly blowing 
into his face during all his wanderings. Having arrived at 
the village, he found that his nose and left foot were badly 
frost-bitten. There soon appeared photophobia, lachryma- 
tion and ocular pain, all of a moderate degree. On examina- 
tion four days later, Dr. Kiiritzyn found two nearly circular 
corneal ulcers situated symmetrically opposite the lower 
segment of the pupils and penetrating down to Descemet's 
membrane, their bottom being clean, shining and somewhat 
elevated. With the exception of a mild episcleral conges- 
tion there was nothing abnormal about the other ocular 
structures. The treatment consisted in washing out the 
patient's eyes with a 2% solution of boracic acid, the instil- 
lation, twice daily, of a solution of atropia (1:120), and a com- 
pressing bandage. The ulcers healed in three weeks, only 
scarcely visible opacities remaining. Dr. Kiiritzyn feels sure 
that he had to deal with a partial sloughing of the cornea 
caused by the prolonged action of intense cold on the exposed 
portion of the structures. According to Professor A. V. 
Khodin (the editor of the Vestnik)^ in 1880, Dr. Galezowski, 
of Paris, published several instances of corneal ulcers caused 
by severe cold. 
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The Treatment of Diarrhoea in Phthisical Patients. — 
At a recent meeting of the Paris Hospital Society, Dr. Debove 
read a paper (L' Union MidieaUy June 12, 1888), on the treat- 
ment of obstinate chronic diarrhoea in phthisical patients, by 
the internal use of talc (silicate of magnesia), in daily doses 
varying from 200 to 600 grammes. The plan is said to suc- 
ceed so admirably that an obstinate diarrhoea quickly gives 
place to as obstinate a constipation. Referring to Dr. Debove's 
paper. Professor V. S. Manassein, of St. Petersburg, most 
justly observes {Vratch, 1888, No. 26, p. 513) that before un- 
dertaking any experiments on man, it were better to experi- 
mentally study the effects of talc on some lower animals pos- 
sessing a fairly long intestinal tube. It is just possible that a 
prolonged use of an insoluble voluminous substance like talc 
will give rise to the formation of intestinal concretions (and 
thus lead to a multiplication of very '^interesting " cases of 
intestinal obstruction of a therapeutical origin). According to 
Professor Manassein's extensive clinical experience, *' the 
most powerful, though not infallible, remedy for phthisical 
diarrhoea is a palatable and varying food." It is a common 
fact that, under the influence of an extremely monotonous 
hospital dietary, consumptives rapidly lose their appetite and 
begin to suffer from diarrhoea; as soon as the hospital 
dietary is replaced by savory dishes of a pleasantly varying 
description, the same patients regain their appetite, while the 
intestinal disturbance strikingly lessens or even ceases alto- 
gether. 



The Ohio State University, situated at Columbus, is an 
institution that would do honor to any commonwealth. En- 
dowed and started as a school of science, with a curriculum 
intended to be purely technical, the scope of the institution 
has been gradually enlarged until it is now an university in 
the true sense of the word. We hope to make further allu- 
sion to it and the excellent scientific work that it is doing at 
a future time, when we will give a sketch of the department 
of veterinary medicine and surgery, under charge of Dr. 
Detmers. 
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ZHebtcal progress. 

THERAPEUTICS. 

Carbonated Milk. — The Pharmaceutiache Zeitschrift fur 
Russland says that milk, aerated or carbonated exactly after 
the fashion of carbonated waters, is not only a delicious drink 
but a most healthy and nourishing one. It may be preserved 
in wired champagne bottles for many months, without impair- 
ing its taste or healthfulness by adding to each quart bottle 
about 10 grams of common salt and an equal amount of bicar- 
bonate of sodium,. If so desired, a small amount of saccharin 
may be added. 

Inhalations of Cocaine for Cough. — We are informed 
in the Paris correspondence of Gaillards' Medical Journal that 
Dr. Perron, of Bordeaux, suggests cocaine inhalations as a 
remedy for the cough of phthisis and bronchitis. A 2% solu- 
tion is sprayed and the use of opiates is thus obviated, 
Graeflfner has employed the same in pertussis with favorable 
results. He orders the following to be used in an ordinary 
steam vaporizer : 

^; Cocaine hydrochlorat 1 

Kali chloratis 5 

Aqa» amygdalsd amarse 5 

Aquse destulatse 45 

M. 

Hermann's Wart Cure. — This preparation seems to be 
quite efficacious, not^nly against warts but corns as well. It 
consists of 1 part of bichloride of mercury dissolved in 30 
parts of collodion and applied once daily. But a small quan- 
tity is needed at each application, and within a very few days 
the excrescences disappear! 

Diday's Treatment of Chronic Gonorrhoea. — If the blen- 
norrhoea has become chronic, says Diday, and the flow is 
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still purulent, if the patient has not taken copaiba within the 
past six weeks, there is a chance that this remedy will prove 
of service. It should be given in pill form as follows : 

9 Balsam copaibse 5iij. 

Magnesise q. s. 

Misce et divide in pilulas nro. Ix (60). Sig. Two pills thrice 
daily for 12 days ; for the succeeding 8 days, take 3 pills morniDg and 
evening. 

At the same time inject thrice daily, the following : 

Q Plambi acetatis gr. xxxij. 

Zinci Bulphatis gr. xvj. 

Tree. Opii. Sydenham, 

TrsB. catechu, ana fftt. Ixv. 

Aqu8B destillatse, q. s, ad § viii- 

Misce ut fiat solutio. 

Every morning and evening the perine um, testicles and ad 
jacent parts should be sponged with cold water. 



PHYSIOLOGICAL AND PATHOLOGICAL NOTES. 

Examination of Urine for Mercury.. — The Journal 
Pharmacologique de Bruxellea gives the following method : 
Acidulate the urine to be examined with hydrochloric acid 
and heat to 60° C. (140^ P.), let it cool and then heat a second 
time and plunge into it, several times, a thin metallic strip 
composed of copper and zinc (brass ?). On withdrawing and 
washing off the strip, expose it to the vapor of iodine. If 
mercury be present the characteristic reaction of the iodide or 
biniodide will exhibit itself. 

Peculiar Abnormality in the Color of Urine. — M. Pin- 
chon, pharmacist at Elboeuf, reports in the Archives de Phar- 
made on a sample of urine sent to him for examination, which 
had the color of a weak solution of potassium permanganate. 
It contained no blood, and none of the urinary pigments hith- 
erto described. On adding alcohol to a small quantity of the 
urine in a test tube, the mixture became fluorescent. The ad- 
dition of the minutest quantity of any acid instantaneously 
removed the color, while an equally minute quantity of a caus- 
tic alkali caused the color to return (in discolored samples) or 
produced a rose red color in the original urine. The alkaline 
carbonates produced a violet color. A specimen reduced to a 
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faint yellow by exceedingly minute *traces of acetic acid, and 
treated with aqua calcia immediately became violet. On ques- 
tioning the patient from whom it was obtained, M. Pinchon 
learned that he had taken on the previous evening, curagao 
with Vichy water, a fact which led to the following explana- 
tion of the phenomena. The curagao contained a coloring 
matter derived from coal tar (anilin) which had been elimi- 
nated by the urine, the latter having been rendered alkaline 
by the Vichy, which he drank in large quantities. 

Effects of Cigarette Smoking. — We all know and daily 
hear the wild and unauthorized dicta which are so ruthlessly 
hurled at the heads of cigarette smokers. The tales of arsenic 
in the paper and opium in the tobacco have been so often it- 
erated that they have become stock. It is, therefore, with 
pleasure that we note an article on this subject in the Medical 
NexoB by Dr. Wm. L. Dudley, who has taken the pains to ex- 
amine this question conscientiously both from a chemical and 
from a physiological point of view. He arrives at the follow- 
ing conclusions, after much painstaking research : 

1°. That carbonic oxide is the most poisonous constituent 
of tobacco smoke. 

2°. That more injury results from cigarette than cigar or 
pipe-smoking, because, as a rule, the smoke of the former is 
inhaled. 

3°. That cigarette smoking without inhaling is no more in- 
jurious than pipe or cigar-smoking. 

4°. That the smoke of a cigar or pipe, if inhaled, is as in- 
jurious as cigarette smoke if inhaled. 

5°. That the smoke from a Turkish pipe, if inhaled, is as 
injurious as that of a cigarette inhaled. 

Preventive Vaccination Against Cholera. — The Aca- 
demic des Sciences, at its seance of August 27, discussed the 
communication made by M. Pasteur in the name of Dr. de 
Gamaleya, director of the Antirabietic Laboratory of Odessa, 
on the subject of preventive vaccinations against cholera. 
The discovery of this gentleman is regarded by the friends of 
M. Pasteur as a new and startling confirmation of the Pas- 
teurian doctrines, and we may remark, by a large number of 
level-headed Academicians as ** another experiment.*' The 
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author of the paper and discoverer of this ** vaccination '' was 
formerly a student under Pasteur and made a great many re- 
searches into the nature of virus and especially chemical vac- 
cines^ and on his return to Russia established at Odessa a 
magnificent laboratory for bacteriological research, wherein he 
put in practice the methods of the ''philosopher of the rue 
d^Ulmy The '' discovery'' is simply an application of the 
two Pasteurian principles of '^progressive intensivity" and 
^'chemical vaccines." So convinced is the author of the ab- 
solute certainty of his results that he offers to allow himself 
to be experimented upon with the infection of true Asiatic 
cholera. In the meantime, M. Pasteur is giving the subject 
his personal attention and is experimenting with the vaccine 
in his own laboratory. 

Persistence of Toxicity of Rabietic Virus. — The ques- 
tion having been raised by the Soci6t^ Nationale de M^decine 
de Lyon as to the length of time that rabietic saliva and exu- 
dations deposited on furniture, clothing, etc., retain their tox- 
icity, the matter was taken up by the Ecole V^terinaire and 
examined thoroughly in its laboratory. A report of the re- 
sults was made to the Society at its stance of July 23, and 
from it we learn that it was definitely established that dessi- 
cation in a comparatively short time entirely destroys the 
virus. The report says that when the saliva, etc., is depos- 
ited in a very thin layer this may occur in four days, and that 
scarcely any of it resists as long as twenty days. As to cloth- 
ing soiled with the exudations, complete disinfection is ob- 
tained in from four or five days by simple exposure to the 
atmosphere. Pasture grounds over which a rabid animal 
has passed (presumably dropping saliva as it goes) should be 
interdicted lor four or five days. Longer is not necessary. 
The question of the conservation of the rabietic virus in cadav- 
ers (dead of rabies) it was determined that at the expiration 
of 15 to 44 days and perhaps even longer it was still active. 
Experiments in this direction were made by disinterring 
bodies after the lapse of six weeks and making inoculations 
from the bulbar matter. In reply to a question from M. Cas- 
sagny, M. Gautier (the reporter) stated that he had known of 
one single instance, the sole on record where rabietic infec- 
tion occurred through drinking water contaminated with rabi- 
etic saliva. 
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Puerperal Fever and Erysipelas. — The close relation- 
ship of these two morbid conditions, and the apparent ease 
with which the infection of the one can produce the phenom- 
ena of the other, have been known to clinical medicine for a 
great many years. The labors of the bacteriologists have 
within the past few years been largely devoted to attempts at 
elucidation of the enigmatic relationship of the two diseases ; 
but so far from succeeding they have presented a new problem 
for solution by the students of the phenomena of microbic 
infection, viz : the polymorphism of the lesions caused by 
pyogenic streptococci of apparent identity. As an illustration 
to the point, we may refer to two papers discuHsed by the 
Acaddmie de M^decine at its seance of August 28. The first 
of these was a report on a thesis presented at a former meet- 
ing by M. Doyen of Reims, by M. Cornil to whom it had been 
referred. '* Prom this work," said the reporter, "we learn 
that in women sufiering with puerperal fever, we find an 
organism, a streptococcus which, so far as the labors of this 
bacteriologist have gone, is identical with the streptococcus of 
erysipelas. We know, what clinical medicine did not have to 
learn from the bacteriologists, that the infection of the one 
condition may produce the phenomena of the other. In other 
words we know that erysipelas may give rise to puerperal 
fever, and that the latter may cause the former; that death, 
when it supervenes in either case, is caused by a poison en- 
gendered by a minute organism." While agreeing in the 
main with the conclusions of the work which had been referred 
to him, M. Cornil thought that he should remind the Acad6. 
mie that there were bacteriologists whose investigations led 
them to believe that the specific infection of puerperal fever 
was another organism, a bacterium not a streptococcus. The 
other paper to which we refer was that of M. Widal, an origi- 
nal work, in which he stated that "after long and patient in- 
vestigation he had been unable to discover one single point of 
diflFerentiation between the streptococcus of puerperal fever 
and that of erysipelas." The problem thus presented admits 
of two solutions, viz.: either the streptococcus found and de- 
scribed by these and other bacteriologists is not the true cause 
of the diseases, or that there is an isomorphism in micro- 
organisms similar to that found in chemical compounds. 
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DISEASES OF WOME27 AND CHILDREN. 

Intubation in Leipsic. — The Leipsic correspondent of 
the Medical Press of Western New York, mentions among other 
things that Thiersch has given intubation in diphtheritic 
laryngitis a thorough trial, extending oyer a period of some 
months, but with no results, so that he has now resumed his 
former treatment — tracheotomy, with which his percentage 
of recoveries is about fifty. He ascribes his lack of success, 
as compared with American surgeons, in the matter of intuba- 
tion to a different type of the disease, thinking that in his 
cases the membrane is thicker and tougher and the constitu- 
tional symptoms more severe. As to the latter, he is cer- 
tainly wrong so far as can be seen. Competent observers 
state that the disease is fully as severe^ both in its form and 
in the general symptoms accompanying it, in this country as 
it is in Germany. 

Pregnancy in a Double Monster. — Dr. Lewis Whaley 
reports a curious case in the Atlanta Medical and Surgical 
Journal, Mrs. B., aged 19, married about a year found, upon 
examination to have four inferior extremities ; two sets of 
genital organs complete — both internal and external ; two 
urethras, two umbilices, two distinct sets of bowels and two 
ani, each set being independent of the other. She had men- 
struated regularly from both sides simultaneously. She be- 
came pregnant upon the left side and the vomiting and nausea 
necessitated an abortion which was also indicated by the 
shape of the pelvis, the outlet being two inches antero-pos- 
teriorly and one and a half inches laterally. The case is 
certainly one not often met with and, should the subject die, 
an autopsy would be in the highest degree interesting. 

Pharyngeal Congestion of Uterine Origin. — Mr. 
Cheron calls attention (in the Revue des maladies des femmes) 
to the fact that in certain endometrites in process of evolu- 
tion, there sometimes occur at the moment of inflammatory 
advances, a most intense congestion of the pharynx, with 
papillo-glandular turgescence, accompanied by sensations of 
heat and constriction in the larynx, pain in deglutition and a 
little, hard, dry and incessant cough. Very frequently these 
symptoms make their appearance during the menstrual 
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period. The treatment of this condition is anything but easy 
or satisfactory. The greater part of the medicaments which 
are useful in plain pharyngites are not only of no avail here, 
but are absolutely deleterious. Astringents, particularly, are 
hurtful, since they but augment the constriction and other 
congestive phenomena, though they may indeed produce a 
temporary amelioration. The exhibition of cocaine, which 
momentarily allays the constriction and cough is quickly fol- 
lowed by a paralytic congestion of the vessels of the pharynx. 
Gargles of warm water containing resorcin and glycerin (two 
substances of remarkable powers in subduing local conges- 
tions) have proven more satisfactory. It is well to give some 
calmative at the same time, and for this purpose belladonna 
in broken doses (in order not to go beyond the effect desired) 
is to be recommended. The functions of the skin should also 
be attended to — in fact should never be neglected in visceral 
congestions. The following are the formul» found most use- 
ful by the author : 

The Gargle: Gargle three or four times daily with a mix- 
ture of the following with equal parts of warm water : 

Q Resorcin (pure) 3 i 

Glycerin g ss 

Distilled water 3 viiss 

Mix. 

For internal use as a calmative : 

^ Tincture of belladonna m zv 

Distilled water 5 v 

M. Sig. Take from 4 to 8 teaspoonfuls daily, at proper intervals. 

SURGERY. 

Nephroraphy vs. Nephrectomy. — At the seance of Au- 
gust 28 of the Acad6mie de M6decine, M. Guermonprcz, of 
Lille, read a paper maintaining the superiority of nephrora- 
phy as practiced by French surgeons, to nephrectomy, in dol- 
orous floating kidney. He cited several cases to prove his 
position, which was generally concurred in by the surgeons 
present. 

Thoracentesis. — Dr. Foot relates an interesting case of 
pyo-thorax in the Gazette dea Hdpitaux, An aspirator was 
employed and nearly a pint of pus removed. Owing to a de- 
fect in the instrument, air entered the pleural cavity. Three 
ounces of a 2%. solution of carbolic acid was injected and the 
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patient, a girl of 12, was left almost moribund. On the even- 
ing of the same day, as the operation was about to be resumed, 
the girl was found to be much better. Two months later she 
was perfectly well. The author regards this as evidence to 
the effect that, in certain cases of effusion, it is only necessary 
to remove a portion of the liquid^ the remainder being ab- 
sorbed. It also shows, perhaps, the active power of carbolic 
acid on the process of absorption ; for, under other circum- 
stances, the entrance of air would have been highly disadvan- 
tageous in the case related. 

Radical Cure of Hydrocele. — Mr. Henry Morris in 
speaking of this interesting subject states what is well known, 
that the only radical cure consists in obtaining a complete 
obliteration of the cavity of the tunica vaginalis {American 
Journal of the Sciences), The only cases in which it is prefer- 
able to incise or excise are, according to him, the following; 

1°. When we are in doubt as to the precise nature or rela- 
tions of the hydrocele sac — e. g,, as to whether the tumor is a 
congenital hydrocele, or a hydrocele of a hernial sac. 2°. In 
some cases, when hernia, whether reducible or irreducible, 
complicates a hydrocele. 3°. When a foreign body in the 
tunica vaginalis is the cause of the hydrocele. 4°. When we 
have reason to think that the hydrocele is caused by, or asso- 
ciated with, a diseased condition of the testis^ for which cas- 
tration would be the right treatment. 5°. When, as in a 
case recently operated upon, a vaginal hydrocele is associated 
on the same side with an encysted hydrocele of the cord and 
a bubonocele. In this last case excision of both the hydro- 
celes, and the hernial sac, and closure of the pillars of the 
external abdominal rings were successfully accomplished at 
the same time. 



A Case of Leprosy was admitted to the Cook County 
Hospital at Chicago on Aug. 16 last. The patient, a Swede, 
stated that he had contracted the disease in his native coun- 
try. Careful investigation since then has developed the fact 
that it was a case of simulation and the patient has been sum- 
marily ejected from the hospital. 
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Therapeutics: Its Principles and Practice. By H. C. 
Wood, M.D.,LL.D. Royal 8vo., pp. 908. [Philadelphia: 
J. B. Lippincott Company, 1888. Price, cloth, 66.00, 

'^I've heard that man tell that story a dozen times, and 
every time he tells it differently and better," was the remark 
of an old time drummer at the close of an anecdote told by 
another of the same ilk, which had set the table in a roar. 
Its appositeness to the book in hand will be apparent when 
we say that it is only the seventh edition of an old friend 
masquerading under a new name. As **A Treatise on Thera- 
peutics" it reposes, (not very long at a time) on the shelf of 
every well-read physician. Dog-eared and well thumbed 
copies of it, marked all over, are among the ^'effects" of 
almost every medical student who has moulted into a doctor 
within the past ten or fifteen years. 

But a new name and new dress are not all that is new 
about our old friend. He comes to us charged to the muzzle 
with all that is newest and best of the host of remedies that 
have bid for a place in the armamentarium medicum during 
the three years that have elapsed since he came this way — a 
period by the way more prolific in new and valuable medicines 
than any similar length of time in the history of medicine. 
Dr. Wood has during this time been editor of that excellent 
periodical, the Therapeutic Gazette, and has **kept a little 
list" of every point in therapeutics which has appeared in 
the periodical medical literature of the world, and here he 
has dealt them out to us cum commentia. 

To praise the style of Dr. Wood at this late day, or to dis- 

cant upon his learning, would be as much of a labor at **paint- 

ing the lily" as would the accustomed encomia on the elegant 

mechanical work of the Lippincott Company. If Dr. Wood 

knows how to write a good book, he also knows how to choose 

a publisher. 
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Ptomaines and Leucomaines, or the Putrefactive and Phy- 
siological Alkaloids. By Victor C. Vaughan, Ph. D., M. 
D., and Fred. G. Novy, M. S. Small 8vo., pp. 316. 
[Philadelphia: Lea Bros. & Co. 1888. 
This little work is one of the most opportune that has been 
issued in many a day. A very large proportion of physicians, 
even those of a higher grade of education, and who have to a 
certain extent kept up with the progress of physiological 
research, have but dim and ill-defined ideas of the nature of 
the organic poisons comprehended under the names of 
''ptomaines'' and ''leucomaines." The terms are foreign to 
the medical dictionaries of but a few years ago, and, unfortun- 
ately, journalistic literature on the subject is of so fragmentary 
a nature that even those preserving files of first class journals 
can obtain but a very indefinite and disjointed conception of 
the present condition of our knowledge on the subject. 

The authors of this work are both of them practical experi- 
menters and have all the facilities of a great university (that 
of Michigan, at Ann Arbor) at their command. 

The scope of the work before us may probably be best 
understood by a quotation from the very brief and practical 
preface which introduces it : 

" To collect," say the authors, "arrange, and systematize the 
facts concerning ptomaines and leucomaines has been our first 
object. Although many short essays, some of them of great 
value, have been written with this object in view, the present 
work may be regarded as the first attempt to make this colla- 
tion embrace everything of importance on this subject." 

The great difficulties in the way of a consummation of this 
self-imposed task may be better appreciated if we reflect that 
the original reports of the various investigators are scattered 
through the pages of not merely the medical press, but of 
those journals devoted to the kindred sciences printed not 
simply in the English tongue, but in French, German, 
Italian, Russian^ Dutch and Scandinavian. A greater portion 
of the latter have never appeared in English or American 
journals. Many of the most valuable papers could only be 
obtained throgh the bulletins or proceedings of learned socie- 
ties. In spite of all these difficulties we are inclined to 
endorse the truth of the statement of the authors that *'with 
few exceptions they have been able to obtain the original re- 
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ports and think that they have included everything of import- 
ance published up to the present year." 

Without entering into a critical analysis of the contents of 
the work, the following short synopsis will give the reader a 
fair idea of its scope : Commencing with a concise historical 
sketch of the ptomaines, from the introduction of the word 
into scientific literature by Selmi (or rather with the earlier 
experiments of von Haller, Morand, Gaspard, Kerner and 
others, who in the early part of this century perceived the 
true nature of the toxicity of putrefied matter), down to the 
present time, the authors pass to a consideration of foods con- 
taining poisonous ptomaines (poisonous mussels, sausage, 
ham, cheese, etc). The relations of ptomaines to disease, 
how germs induce infectious diseases, with a classification of 
these diseases constitute chapter third. A chapter is devoted 
to each of the following subjects, viz: 1° The importance 
of ptomaines to the toxicologist ; 2° Methods of extracting 
ptomaines ; 3° Chemistry of the ptomaines ; 4° Chemistry 
of the leucomaines ; 5^ The pathological importance of the 
leucomaines. The work closes with a very fall bibliography 
of the subject matter. 

The book is well gotten up mechanically and is copiously 
and correctly indexed so far as we have tested it. It will be 
certain of finding a hearty welcome to the table of the student 
and worker in physiological chemistry. 



Shoemaker's Last — will he stick to it ? — The Phila- 
delphia Medical Register prints the following among its 
** Medical Notes": *' About two years ago, Mrs. Benjamin 
Baughn, of Atlanta, Ga., cut the hair from the head of her 
little two-year-old child, and saved one curl about an inch 
and a half in length. A few weeks later the child became ill 
and died. One day last week Mrs. Baughn opened the box 
in which she had laid away the little ringlet, and was aston- 
ished to find that it had grown to be two feet in length. No 
one had touched the box, and Mrs. Baughn is certain that the 
curl is the same one she put away two years ago.*' Why not 
have said ** two miles " instead of *^ two feet ?" One would 
be quite as credible as the other. 
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literary Xloks. 

College Announcements. — The following have been re- 
ceived during the month : Annual Announcement of the 48th 
session of the College of Physicians and Surgeons of Keokuk, 
Iowa ; Texas Medical College and Hospisal, session of 1888-9, 
at Galveston, Tex.; Annual Announcement of the New York 
Polyclinic, session of 1888-9. 

Abdominal Surgery by Hal. C. Wyman, M. D., is one 
of the numbers of Geo. S. Davis' Physicians' Leisure Library 
of 1888. This pamphlet embraces some eighty-three pages, 
and is, in great part, devoted to the technique of eperimental 
laparotomy upon dogs and rabbits. In addition, the various 
operations of abdominal surgery are dwelt upon. The book 
is one which recommends itself. It furnishes much infor- 
mation upon experimental surgery, which, for the most part, 
has to be acquired by observation of the work of others, and, 
on this account, it fills a want felt by a number who could not 
avail themselves of such opportunities. The low price (25 
cents) will also recommend it, and it ought to become popular 
with students ♦ho desire to practice this particular branch of 
surgery. 

Hygiene for Base Ball Players is the title of a 135 page 
brochure, by Dr. A. H. P. Leuf, who is well known as a base 
ball enthusiast. He not only discusses the causes and treat- 
ment of the disabilities of players, but gives sound directions 
in regard to the hygiene. The book is one which every base 
ball player will probably read on account of the analysis 
the author makes of the art and science of the curve pitching, 
illustrated by a number of figures. The introductory chapters 
are devoted to a brief consideration of the body as a mechan- 
ism. Chapter VII., on exercises for ball players, is one which 
could be profitably read by those who are not ball players, 
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as it contains good directions in regard to gymnastic exer- 
cises which tend to develop all the principal muscles of the 
body. A. J. Reach & Co., of Philadelphia, are the publishers 
of this little book. 

Books Received. — The following works have been re- 
ceived during the month and will be duly noticed hereafter : 
The New National Formulary (American Pharmaceutical 
Association, Philadelphia, 1888) ; Diseases of the Liver, by 
Dujardin-Beaumetz, translated by E. P. Hurd, M. D. (Phy- 
sicians' Leisure Library, Geo. S. Davis; Detroit, 1888 ; price, 
25 cents) ; Souvenir of the Detroit Meeting A. P. A., Parke 
Davis & Co., Detroit ; Primary Methods in Zoology Teaching, 
by W. P. Manton, M. D., Detroit; Blood Stains, by H. F. 
Formad (Philadelphia: A. Hummel, 1888) ; Abdominal Sur- 
gery, by Hal. C. Wyman, M. D. (Geo. S. Davis' Physicians' 
Leisure Library, Detroit. Price 25 cents) ; Excessive Venery, 
Masturbation . and Continence, by Joseph W. Hare, M. D. 
Second edition revised., 8vo., pp. 300. New York: E. B. 
Treat. Price $2.75. 

Pamphlets Received. — Since our last report the editors 
have received the following pamphlets, reprints, etc., for 
which the senders have our thanks : Conservatism in Gyne- 
cology, by A. Reeves Jackson, M. D. {Chicago Medical Jour- 
nal and Examiner) ; Sur la Pelade ; par M. Ernest Besnier 
(Travail lu d V Academic de Midecine dans sa sSance du 31 JuiU 
let, 1888); Electricity vs. Tait, by Geo. F. Hulbert, M. D. 
(^St, Louis Courier of Medicine); Second Annual Report of the 
Society for Ethical Culture, 1888; Annual Report of the Com- 
missioner of Pensions, 1888 ; The Mineral Water Contro- 
versy, by Carl H. Schultz ; Report for the Year 1888, 'of the 
Managers of the Observatory of Yale University ; Mound- 
builders Works near Newark, 0., by Isaac Smucker (pre- 
sented by the Licking County Historical and Antiquarian 
Society to the American Society of Microscopists, as 
a souvenir of the Columbus Meeting A. S. M,, 
1888) ; Traitment du Catarrhe Chronique des Fosses 
Nasales, par le Docteur L6once Lacoarret, ^ Salies-de. 
£6arn ; Louisiana State Pharmaceutical Association, Re- 
port for 1888 ; Some of the Advantages of the Union of Medi- 
cal School and University, by Wm. H. Welch, M. D. (From 
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the New Englander and Yale Review, Sept., 1888); Grasses 
for Pastures and for Meadows (Missouri Agricultural Bulle- 
tin No. 36) ; The Treatment of Acne, by B, Merrill Ricketts, 
M. D. (Reprint from The Medical Register) ; Report of Mr. 
Chase on Cheaper Postage ; Conditions Rendering Diagnosis 
Difficult in Pelvic and Abdominal Diseases, with Illustrative 
Cases, including an oral Report on an Ovarian Tumor, with 
Discussions, by J. B. Harvey, M.D.,LL.D.; The American 
Hip-Splint, by Dr. A. B. Judson (reprint from Trans. Ninth 
Inter-Congress). 

The Modern Treatment of Pleurisy and Pneumonia 
forms the subject matter of No. 7, 1887, of the Physicians' 
Leisure Library. Dr. G. M. Garland handles his subject in 
an interesting manuOT, avoiding all discursive topics on ac- 
count of the limited space at his command. Among other 
things the author states that he has never seen a pleural ef- 
fusion (pneumo-hydrothorax excepted), which, presented a 
horizontal line of demarcation, nor has he obtained a line like 
that described by the Germans. The author does not com- 
mit himself on the subject of the micro-organism of pneu- 
monia, but gives a good review of the present status of the 
question. Poultices he uses merely as an adjuvant or substi- 
tute for morphine, and recommends Brunton's method of 
making and applying them. He concludes, on the whole, 
that the treatment of an ordinary case of pneumonia is very, 
similar to that of typhoid fever. 



The Southern Surgical and Gynsecological 'Associa- 
tion has postponed its meeting till the first Tuesday in De- 
cember, owing to quarantine against yellow fever. The 
meeting will be held in Birmingham, Ala., as originally in- 
tended. 

Vomiting from the Effects of Chloroform, either dur- 
ing the operation or subsequently may be avoided according 
to Dr. H. Obolinski, of Kracow, by the administration of hy- 
drochlorate of cocaine in doses of from 1 to 3 centigrams (pne- 
sixth to one-half grain) just before and immediately after the 
chloroform narcosis. It should be given hypodermically just 
as the patient is entering into or coming out of the narcosis, to 
get the best effects. 
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Society proceebings* 

THE AMERICAN RHINOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION. 

The society convened Wednesday morning, Sept. 12th, in 
the parlors of the Gibson House, Cincinnati, Ohio, with Dr. 
C. H. Von Klein, President, in the chair, and Dr. Jno. North, 
of Keokuk, la., Secretary. 

After the formal opening of the meeting by the President, 
an address of welcome was delivered by Dr. A. B.Thrasher, of 
Cincinnati, chairman of the Committee of Arrangements. 

The annual address of the President, which followed, was 
an able and interesting r6sum6 of the work accomplished by 
the Association, and the methods necessary for a broader de- 
velopment. After brief remarks on the President's address 
the By-Laws of the Association were amended so as to make 
the annual dues 85.00. 

Dr. J. E. Schadle, of St. Paul, Minn., and Dr. R. W. Wil- 
cox, of New York, were elected fellows of the Association. 

Dr. Schadle read a paper on** Cnorea of the Soft Palate.'* 

The afternoon session was devoted to the reading of papers 
on and discussion of the following subjects : 

'* Etiology and Pathology of Nasal Diseases," opened by a 
paper by Dr. Thos. F. Rumbold, of St. Louis, Mo. '^Etiology 
and Pathology of Acute Catarrh of the Upper Air Passages," 
opened by a paper by Dr. J. G. Carpenter, of Stanford, Ky. 
'^Conditions that Develope Naso-Pharyngeal Catarrh," opened 
by a paper by Dr. N. R. Gordon, of Springfield, 111. 

At the morning session on the second day, the reports of 
the Secretary and Treasurer were read and referred to the 
Auditing Committee. The reports showed the Association to 
be in a flourishing condition. 

Dr. E. A. Kegley, of Cedar Rapids, la, was elected a fel- 
low of the Association. 

A resolution was adopted that, ** all papers coming before 
the Association must be in type writing." 

The following subjects were then taken up for discussion : 
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'' Relation of Nasal Diseases to other Diseases," opened 
by a paper by Dr. Jno. North, of Keokuk, la. ** Effect of 
Nasal Inflammation on the Mind," opened by a paper by Dr. 
Thos. P. Rumbold. 

At the conclusion of this paper Dr. A. B. Thrasher intro- 
duced a motion that Dr. Thos. F. Rumbold be made the 
chairman of a committee, of his own choo8ing,who should in. 
vestigate the influence of nasal inflammation in the causation 
of insanity, and report at the Chicago meeting. Each State, 
where any of the fellows of the Association had access to an 
insane asylum, was represented on the committee. 

The ** Treatment of Nasal Diseases by Local and Constitu- 
tional Medication," opened by a paper by Dr. A. De Vilbiss, 
of Toledo, Ohio. "A case of Epilepsy Yielding to Treatment 
Directed to the Naso-Pharynx," opened by a paper by Dr. 
E. L. Sessions, of Hillsboro, Texas. 

At the close of the morning session the members were re- 
gally entertained by Drs, Thrasher and Culbertson. 

The evening session was devoted to the reading of various 
papers on subjects of interest to the assembled specialists. 

The morning session of the third day was opened by a pa- 
per on '*The Removal of Gummatous Growths from the Nasal 
Cavities by Surgical Procedure," by Dr. A. G. Hobbs, of At- 
lanta, Ga.; also an excellent paper by Dr. A. B. Thrasher, of 
Cincinnati, on ** Surgical Treatment of Nasal Catarrh." 

At the afternoon session the subjects '* What is Hay 
Asthma— is it a Pathological Misnomer?" and *'Hay Fever 
Cases " were discussed by Dr. E. R. Lewis, of Crawfordsville, 
Ind., Dr. J. W. Pink, of Hillsboro, 111., and others. 

The Nominating Committee reported the following list of 
officers for the next meeting, which choice was confirmed by 
the members : 

President, Jno. North, Keokuk, la.; 1st Vice-Pres., A. G. 
Hobbs, Atlanta, Ga.; 2d Vice-Pres., A. B. Thrasher, Cincin- 
nati, 0.; Sec. and Treas., R. S. Knode, Port Wayne, Ind.; 
Librarian, N. R. Gordon, Springfield, 111.; Member of the 
Board of Council, J. G. Sinclair, Nashville, Tenn. 

The Association adjourned to meet in Chicago, 111., Sept., 
1889. 

The members present united in declaring this the most 
successful meeting, in every particular, the Association ever 
had. Twenty-five members were in attendance, representing 
ten States. 
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local 2nebtcal VHaikvs. 

The Medical Colleges have all opened and are in full 
blast. 

Dr. A. V. L. Brokaw, the indefatigable secretary of the 
local Anatomical Board, will become a benedick early in 
October. 

The Stay at Home Club thoroughly enjoyed the deli- 
cious, cool weather with which we were favored during August 
and September. 

The Medical Societies have resumed their sessions and 
a great activity is expected during the coming winter, in the 
matter of papers and reports. 

Dr. Frank R. Fry will occupy the chair of Anatomy, in 
the St. Louis Medical College, made vacant by the death of 
Dr. B. J. Primm. 

Dr. Garland Hurt, the well-known Treasurer of the St. 
Louis Medical Society, is now a happy father. We extend 
our most hearty congratulations to the doctor and his wife. 

The Mississippi Valley Medical Association. — This 
society has held quite a successful meeting here on Sept. 25, 
26 and 27. The papers offered were excellent and the social 
features seemed to please everybody. The attendance from 
outside was not large, this being due largely to the postpone- 
ment which was so suddenly made. 

Death of Dr. B. J. Primm. — We were much pained to 
learn of the death of Dr. Benjamin J. Primm who departed 
this life on the 25th day of August. Dr. Primm was but 
twenty-seven years of age and had won for himself many 
friends. He had graduated at the St. Louis Medical College 
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in 1881, and, for the past two years, he occupied the chair of 
Anatomy in that institution. He was also connected with the 
Weekly Medical Review in the capacity of the Association Edi- 
tor, and discharged his duties faithfully. The cause of his 
death was an acute cerebral trouble. 

Officers of Mississippi Valley Medical Association. — 
At the meeting of this society, which occurred on Sept. 27th, 
the following officers were chosen to serve for the entsuing 
year: President, Geo. J. Cook, M. D., of Indianapolis; First 
Vice-President, J. D. Griffith, M. D., of Kansas City ; Second 
Vice-President, J. A. Larrabee, M. D., of Louisville; Secre- 
tary, R. L. Thompson, M. D., of St. Louis; Treasurer, W. C. 
Chapman, M. D., of Toledo, 0.; Chairman of the Committee 
of Arrangements, A. M. Owen, M. D., of Evansville. For the 
Judicial Committee, J. L. Gray, M. D., of Illinois; Wm. 
Bailey, M. D., of Kentucky; C. R. Earley, M. D., of Pennsyl- 
vania. For the Committee on Credentials — C. S.Bond, M. D., 
Indiana; A. W. McAllister, M. D., Missouri; L. S. McMur- 
trie, M. D., Kentucky; C. S. Comegys, M. D., Ohio; D. S. 
Booth, M. D., Illinois. The next meeting will be held in 
Evansville, Ind. 

Vital Statistics of St. Louis. — According to the Health 
Commissioner's report the total mortality of St. Louis during 
August, from all causes, was 823, against 883 during same month 
in 1887. Of these, 368 were under 5 years of age, which marks 
a very decided decrease in the percentage of infant mortality. 
The highest number of deaths attributed to any one cause was 
81, accredited to diarrhoeal diseases. Of these, as might be 
expected, by far the heaviest portion (71) were infants. Sun. 
stroke numbered 39 victims^ against but 7 during the same 
month of last year. The total of deaths due to violence was 
39, of which 2 were by **warrant of law" (execution), 25 by 
accident, 2 homicides, 7 suicides and 2 under surgical opera- 
tions. During the same period the total number of births 
registered was 1,072, of which 1,033 were white and 39 only 
were colored. Of the deaths 748 were white and 75 colored. 
It will thus be seen that while the whites increase nearly 30 
times more rapidly than the negroes, the latter furnish one- 
tenth of the total deaths. 
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Nephro-lithotomy by the Lumbar Method, with the His- 
tory of A Case. By Waldo Briggs, M. D., Prof, of Clini- 
cal Surgery and Genito-Urinary Surgery Beaumont Hos- 
pital Medical College, Consulting Surgeon to the City 
Hospital, Female Hospital etc. St. Louis. 

It will be remembered by the readers of this journal that 
in the report of a case published in the St. Louis Medical 
AND Surgical Journal for March, 1888 (page 154, ''The 
Uric Acid Diathesis," etc.), in speaking of the operation as 
determined upon by the consultant surgeons, I used the fol- 
lowing words : 

*'From a careful and mature study of this case, based 
upon the history and preceding examinations and also upon 
my experience in similar cases, I desired to make an explora- 
tory incision through the right loin, thus avoiding the peri- 
toneum. The consultants, however, opposed this, and after 
deliberation and discussion of the relative merits of each pro- 
cedure, laparotomy was determined upon." 

The history of the case in question was one of uric acid 
diathesis, and among the symptoms which guided me in 
forming the opinion that the right kidney was the one imme- 
diately affected, and led me to suggest the operation through 
the right loin, was the fact that nephritic colic had occurred, 
on the night preceding the operation, in that (the right) kid- 
ney. For reasons, however, set forth in the article in ques- 
tion some of the consultants were of the opinion that the left 
kidney was the one at fault and, against my better judgment 
at the time, I was induced to make abdominal section. 
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Subsequent results demonstrated that both views — those 
of the consultants who inclined to the left kidney, and my 
own were to a certain extent correct ; that the right kidney 
was one immense pocket full of uric acid gravel, and the left 
was badly degenerated. 

The patient died shortly after the operation, as he would 
have done had I have gone in from the loin as I desired, and 
as he would surely have done had no operation been per- 
formed, both kidneys being diseased to that extent that death 
under any circumstances was certain to have occurred in a 
few hours or days at the best. 

The differences of opinion between myself and the con- 
sulting surgeons, and the resulting compromise on laparot- 
omy, emphasized and more firmly fixed in my mind the folly 
of making abdominal section in operations upon the kidney, 
and caused me to determine never again to resort to the pro- 
cedure under these circumstances. 

Since that time I have had occasion to make several neph- 
rotomies and nephrolithotomies, and in every instance I have 
followed the lumbar method as described in the case presented 
below. Its advantages are : — 

We thus avoid the peritoneum entirely ; 

We secure free drainage ; 

We are enabled to wash out the wound with ease and 
dispatch. 

There are other advantages which are so manifest that I 
will not insult the intelligence of my readers by enumerating 
them. 

The following typical case will, I think, justify me in my 
preference for the lumbar operation. 

On August 17, last, I was called to see Mrs. C. H., white, 
American, 30 years old, said to be suffering with '* cramps." 

Arriving at the house I found the patient suffering great 
agony in the right lumbar region, described as sharp, lanci- 
nating but continuous pain, accompanied by crampings of the 
intestines on the same side. The patient was able to tell me 
at the time only this much, viz: That a few hours previously, 
while at the wash tub, she was suddenly stricken with the 
pain, which was intense and excruciating from the onset; 
that it had grown in intensity until that moment, when it was 
almost unbearable. 



.Ltl'z^ 



1888.] Nephro-Lithotomy by the Lumbar Method.-BRiGGS. 267 

Without making an examination and with the view of 
immediate relief I gave her a hypodermic injection of mor- 
phine, the dose being repeated shortly afterward and produc- 
ing a temporary and partial relief of her sufferings. Telling 
the patient to send for me in case the pain returned, I left her. 
I was not called again until the second day, when I found the 
patient sitting in a chair with her head and arms resting on 
the bedside. She was suffering terribly, the site of the pain 
being as before, and she informed me that it had not ceased, 
except under the influence of the morphine, since I had left 
her. On the contrary, it had grown in intensity until that 
moment. The effect of the continued suffering was very 
marked, the patient being haggard and exhausted. She had 
had no sleep whatever, and could rest only in the position in 
which I had found her, the agony being intensified by any 
Mtempt to assume a recumbent position. 

After administering a hypodermic injection of morphine I 
induced the patient to go into the history of the case, and I 
gleaned from her that she had had some trouble in urinating 
about a week previously, but nothing serious. ^The urine had 
been slightly tinged with blood after this. This was all she 
<50uld tell me. On making a physical examination I found a 
slight swelling over the right kidney, the whole right lumbar 
region being exceedingly sore to the touch. Examining some 
of her urine recently passed I found pus in it, and from all 
the symptoms diagnosed stone in the kidney. The tempera- 
ture at this time was 103*^ P. 

I informed the patient that an operation was absolutely 
necessary ; that her surroundings were such that it would not 
be advisable to operate at her home, and suggested St. Luke's 
hospital as a desirable place for her to go to. 

As usual in such cases, the suggestion of an operation, and 
especially of the necessity of going to a hospital, met with 
strenuous opposition on the part of the patient and her fam- 
ily ; and not until she had spent three weeks of agony of the 
most terrible description, and when from loss of sleep, ina- 
bility to rest in any position, and to take nourishment had 
reduced her to a mere shadow of her former self, did she finally 
•consent. 

On September 19 she was removed to St. Luke's Hospi- 
tal and on the next morning, in the presence of Drs. A. C. 
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Robinson, R. L. Moore, Charles Lily, Blank and several stu- 
dents of Beaumont Hospital Medical College, I proceeded to 
operate. 

The patient was, as stated, emaciated almost to the last de- 
gree and her pulse was so rapid that it was almost impossible 
to take it correctly. She however, was easily anesthetized. 

Commencing my incision about three and a half inches 
from the spinous process of the vertebra and at the margin of 
the last rib^ it was carried down to the margin of the quadratus 
lumborum externua, which I pushed aside, and the kidney was 
reached. Detecting fluctuation, I split the latter open and 
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FigB. 10 and 11. Showing end and side view of stone, natural 
size and method of impaction in the ureter. 

there gushed therefrom about eight ounces of purulent matter. 
After the flow had ceased I carried my finger into the cavity 
and found the right kidney a mere shell, the cortical portion 
alone remaining. If I were to seek for a comparison for the 
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Fig. 12. Chart showing temperature each day. 



residue I could find nothing better as a representative than 
one of the old fashioned hollow india-rubber balls. 

Finding no stone within the cavity, and that the right 
ureter was still much engorged with pus, I followed it down- 
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ward for an inch or so and there found an oxalate of lime cal- 
culus of the size and shape shown herewith, impacted therein. 

The stone was removed, the wound washed out and closed 
under ordinary antiseptic methods and the accompanying 
chart will show the pulse and temperature of the patient until 
recovery. 

On September 26, or the seventh day after operation she 
Returned home a well woman. On the third day after the 
operation, so little was the patient troubled by the wound 
that it was with difficulty that she could be persuaded to re- 
main in bed. 

This is not an isolated case, but one of a number in which 
with the exception of the shortness of time between operation 
and recovery, the results were equally gratifying. I think, 
therefore, that I am justified in saying that nephrolithotomy 
when made by the lumbar method, if not absolutely safe, in 
the hands of a reasonably competent and skillful surgeon, is 
at least robbed of the greater portion of its dangers, and can 
never be considered as perilous as compared to the operation 
by abdominal section. 



Insanity : Some Points of Medico-Legal Interest. By 
• Phillip Zenner, A.M., M.D., Cincinnati. 

In the present status of medical jurisprudence, the posi- 
tion of the alienist physician in the courts is very unsatisfac- 
tory. His testimony seems of little value ; his opinions as to the 
nature of the insanity and degrees of responsibility are oftei: 
not admitted by the court. 

As an organized body we have no legislative power, it is 
true, yet discussion of this subject may be productive of good, 
because of the influence of a large body of men on public sen- 
timent. Conflicting evidence, expert testimony equally em- 
phatic on both sides, or perhaps undecided and confusing, 
make the position of an expert on insanity exceedingly unsat- 
isfactory to himself, and reflect but little credit upon him 
before the community. The great difficulties are not alone 
that the testimony is naturally ex parte ^ or that those called 
on to testify have frequently no special knowledge of insanity, 
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but that the expert, however personally competent, has not 
had the opportunities of making such observations as may 
assure a positive diagnosis. Untrained observers could no 
more be relied upon to find hidden symptoms than to point 
out the diagnostic tests in obscure cases of internal disease^ 
The hypothetical cases put by the advocate are often worse 
than useless. The brief personal examination sometimes 
permitted, may be equally misleading to the physician. Where 
the mental status of the individual in question is very obscure 
or doubtful there is but one satisfa ctory method of arriving at 
a safe diagnosis. He should be held for a length of time, ac- 
cording to the necessities of the case, in an asylum or some suit- 
able institution where he could be under constant and compe- 
tent observation. Representative medical bodies, rather than 
political influence, should choose the physicians in charge of 
such institutions. 

The dictum of the court that the proper test of insanity 
is the ability to distinguish between right and wrong, cannot 
be accepted by experienced psychiatrists. There is a marked 
difference between the views of the psychiatrist and those of 
the judiciary ; the latter to a great extent reflecting the senti- 
ments of the general community. This question of the proper 
test of the legal responsibility of the insane is a great diflBculty 
in the medical jurisprudence of insanity. Many of the insane 
have clear ideas on most subjects, but are dominated by delur 
sions or are under the influence of powerful impulses, and 
should be judged differently from those with sound minds,, 
and dealt with more leniently. 

I believe that most psychiatrists will agree that the legal 
test of responsibility should be merely the answer to the 
question, is the subject sane or insane? Such a test would 
be more readily acceptable if^ at the same time it settled the 
legal responsibility of the individual, it did not virtually dis- 
miss him from further control. On the contrary such an in- 
sane subject should be completely at the disposal of the court. 
The knowledge of immunity may foster crime among the in- 
sane as well as with those of sound minds, while due punish* 
ment tends to restrain it. The ill-will with which the com- 
munity regards condoning the acts of the criminal insane, 
doubtless, partly arises from the fear that society may 
again suffer at the hands of the same individual. Too 
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often the verdict *' insane" virtually sets such persons free 
upon the community. If, when a verdict of insanity is ren- 
dered, the disposal of the case were left to the discretion of the 
courts, such difficulties would be avoided. With the assist- 
ance of proper medical counsel, the court should then order 
the patient to be restrained temporarily or permanently in an 
asylum, or even inflict degrees of punishment according to the 
nature and circumstances of the case. 

If proper views were held and measures taken as to the 
treatment of defective classes, the whole subject of the disposal 
of the insane, with questions of insanity in court, would be- 
come a much simpler matter. The history of the criminal 
class shows that a large part of this class is naturally defec- 
tive. It is only of recent years that a special study has been 
made of the mental status of criminals, and more philosophi- 
cal views taken as to the nature of crime. In many cases 
these persons are found possessed of impaired nervous sys- 
tems and abnormal mental traits. Anatomical investigations 
on this subject are still in their infancy. The idea that 
there is a certain type of criminal brain must be regarded as 
chimerical, but various abnormal configurations of the skull 
and anatomical defects have not infrequently been found; 
conditions which seem to ally such brains with those of de- 
generative forms of insanity, especially paranoia. 

Tho observations of Dr. Robinson, physician to the Eastern 
State Penitentiary of Pennsylvania tend to show that a large 
percentage of the criminal class belong to families of criminals 
in which insanity or nervpus diseases are found, and the crim- 
inals themselves who present various abnormalities about the 
skull, are often the subjects of nervous disease, and are already, 
or become insane In perpretrating criminal acts, they 
are often acting according to the depraved instincts of their 
natures rather from necessity or greed. This statement may 
be accepted as true, if not of all, of a large portion of the 
criminal class, and its general recognition is important be- 
cause it would tend to create the proper feeling toward such, 
and lead to their suitable treatment. It was formerly be- 
lieved that the insane were under the dominion of evil spirits, 
and they were scourged and beaten and brutally treated. Great 
changes have taken place in their condition since the knowledge 
has become universal that their condition is the result of afflic- 
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lion by disease. Similarly, a change in the treatment of the 
criminalclass may result to their benefit and that of society. 
The present methods of the disposal of criminals work to any 
but these ends. They come from their imprisonment, hard- 
ened morally, and if they have the disposition to earn an 
honest livelihood the opportunity is denied them. 

What remedy can we suggest for the removal of the evil 
effects of the present treatment of crime ? 

I believe the guiding principle should be this, that pun- 
ishment should be adjusted, not to the crime, but to the crim- 
inal ; to the character of the individual rather than to his 
deeds. 

As far as possible criminals should be divided into two 
classes. The first comprises those in whom the criminal act 
is the outgrowth, not of character, but of circumstance, the re- 
sult of great temptations, blinding passions, etc. 

The second class embraces those of criminal character. 
They are and always will be a menace to society ; in addition, 
they breed their own kind. Inasmuch as they belong to the 
naturally defective class, and are therefore deserving of com- 
miseration, their seclusion should be the least possible con- 
sistent with our great aims, viz : protection of society, dimin- 
ution of the criminal class, and their own support. The best 
means of attaining these ends must be learned from experi- 
ence, especially from the observations of those conversant 
with phrenology. 

It need not in any way affect the great principles involved, 
or interfere with their practical application, that many difficul- 
ties must arise ; such for instance, as distinguishing the class 
to which the criminal belongs, the fact that the two classes 
often merge into each other, and that a large number of crimi- 
nals cannot be properly arrayed with either of them. 

In the adjustment of these, with all other difficulties, expe- 
rience will naturally give the necessary wisdom. 



The Proceedings of the Late Congress of American 
Physicians and Surgeons forms quite a goodly amount of 
'* fat, " of which a number of our cotemporaries are availing 
themselves. 
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Acute Circumscribed Cutaneous OEdema in a Patient 
Having Latent Syphilis. By Reynold W. Wilcox, M. 
A., M. D., Instructor in Clinical Medicine, at the New York 
Post-GradUate Medical School, Physician to the Demilt 
Dispensary, Fellow of the New York Academy of Medicine, 
etc.* 

The subject of angio-paralytic oedema has attracted con- 
siderable attention, during the last few years. Its rela- 
tionship to the erythemata and urticarias is by no means 
clear, and of the cases reported by Goetz, Laudon, Dinkelaker, 
Quincke, Jamieson, Graham, Riehl, Matas, Cuntz and Osier, 
some undoubtedly were syphilitic. Further cases that should be 
classed as angio-neurotic oedema have been put under other 
heads, as were Juler's cases. Again, certain cases of purpura, 
especially in children, show symptoms very like those char- 
acteristic of the disease in question, as was shown by Couty. 
Henoch has described a series of cases in children, in which 
oedema of the joints, urticarial and purpuric eruptions, and 
colicky pains were the chief symptoms. Evidently, our classi- 
fication of the angio-neurotic disease must be remodelled before 
we can come to any exact understanding. The following case 
came under my observation : Mrs. G., a married lady of 
twenty-eight years of age, had been under observation for 
some time for minor ailments, following an early miscarriage 
five years previously. She had never had any serious ill- 
ness, and there was not any history of hereditary or constitu- 
tional disease. The patient was a thoroughly sensible 
woman and free from nervousness in every sense of the word. 
On August 28th, of last year, she informed me that during the 
previous day she had remarked a little nausea. On awakening 
in the morning she was much surprised to find an enlarge- 
ment in the middle of the forehead, the size of half a hen's 
egg. This mass was covered with tense, shining skin, of nor- 
mal color, was painless even on manipulation, pitted on pres- 
sure, but did not itch or burn or have other subjective symp- 
toms. There was also some oedema of the eyelids, particularly of 
i;he upper one. The surrounding skin and tissue were absolute- 
ly normal; with the exception of a slight headache and nausea, 
there were no symptoms, although physical examina- 
tion, including a careful chemical and microscopical examin- 

« Read before the Clinical Society of the Post Graduate Medical School, on 
October 6th, 1888. 
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ation of the urine, revealed nothing. Daring the day, the 
headache and nausea spontaneously disappeared, and the 
swelling was less. On Sept. 3d, the swelling had entirely dis- 
appeared, leaving no traces save a little wrinkling of the skin. 
There was no discloration nor subjective symptoms. On 
Sept. 14th there was a similar attack, but not so severe as the 
first, which had entirely disappeared on the fifth day. On 
October 7th, the third attack took place; the signs and 
symptoms were the same, except that there was a small masa 
upon the extensor surface of the left forearm, midway from 
the elbow to the wrist. This attack was accompanied by 
slight pains in the arm. On November 4th^ a fourth attack 
came on, with about the same severity as the second, and 
was also limited to the head. No further manifestations were 
observed until about the middle of December, when on a visit 
to relatives in a neighboring city, she experienced her 
fifth attack. A physician seeing her during the attack, pro- 
nounced the swelling to be an abscess, and before the patient 
could remonstrate, sharpened his pocket knife upon his boot 
and plunged it into the swelling. A few drops of blood and 
a small quantity of serum was obtained. The swelling did 
not disappear more rapidly than usual. Upon the patient's 
return to the city, thorough antiseptic measures were 
undertaken and persisted in^ but suppuration could not 
be prevented Denuded bone was distinctly felt by tho 
probe. The swelling, however, persisted, accompanied by 
the smaller one on the arm, and from the day of the 
operation she was tormented by atrocious nocturnal pains, 
which required sixty and frequently ninety grains of 
iodide of potash for their relief. Until the time of her un- 
fortunate meeting with this physician, repeated physical ex- 
aminations and careful interrogations failed to reveal syphi- 
lis, besides it was further negatived by the social position of 
the family. The operation aroused the latent syphilis into 
energy as was shown by Verneuil many years ago, that traum- 
atism would awaken latent alcoholism, diabetes, syphilis 
and paludal cachexias. The condition of the patient has im- 
proved steadily. She has attained her greatest weight and 
has kept good health and spirits, save that any omission or 
diminution of the iodides has been immediately followed by 
agonizing nocturnal pains. She has had several attacks of 
oedema, one near the elbow of the right arm, another on the 



-i-f. ..AAi 



/ 



1888.] Acute Circumscribed CEdema. — Wilcox. 275 

dorsum of the left foot, all of which presented symptoms simi- 
lar to that shown upon the head before the operation. The 
incision has healed from time to time, and has remained so 
for varying periods of a week to three weeks, and then it re- 
opens. There is quite a depression about it, the edges of 
which have a coppery staining, which is relieved by mercu- 
rial plaster. I do not think the wound will heal until it is 
entirely filled up by granulations. 

Evidently the differential diagnosis lies between several 
conditions, some of which, as the oedema of pertussis, myx- 
oedema, erysipelas, contusion, furuncle and cutaneous abscess 
need only to be mentioned to be excluded. Urticaria is ex- 
cluded because there was neither burning, itching nor stinging ; 
the node was hemispherical, not a flat elevation. There was 
no central pallor, nor were the disappearances rapid enough ; 
nor was there enough constitutional disturbance. I saw in 
my clinic at the Demilt Dispensary in June, of this year,' a 
boy of eighteen, who on awakening in the morning, noticed that 
his upper lip felt stiff. Examination showed it to be the seat 
of a local oedema, which was extensive enough to make it 
nearly level with the nose. There was no itching, discolora- 
tion, pain nor general symptoms. The swelling pitted on 
pressure, and the skin looked tense. The teeth and gums 
were examined, and found to be healthy. There was no his- 
tory of injury. On removing the clothing, on the back and 
left side typical urticarial wheals were found. Presumably 
both processes were due to a commop cause. I believe 
that erythema nodosum is not the present affection, because we 
had no febrile symptoms, no purplish discoloration, then fad- 
ing to greenish ; the swelling subsided too rapidly, days and 
weeks being required for their disappearance. There were 
no burning pains, the masses did not debilitate the patient ; 
they were not tender, nor did they leave the skin thick. 
Against the fact that it was at the outset a syphilitic node, 
was the history from which careful questioning failed to elicit 
eruptions, falling of the hair, sore throat, headaches, osteo- 
scopic or nocturnal pains, and physical examination did not 
disclose any enlarged glands, neither tibial nor sternal ten- 
derness to pressure. Further, the patient passed through four 
attacks without pain, until the incision was made in the fifth 
attack. In addition, the swellings which had occurred subse- 
quent to the incision near the elbow and on the dorsum of the 
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foot were painless, even while she was suffering nocturnal 
pains in the forehead. The causation of the localized oedemas 
has been partially understood since Ranvier's experiments, 
subsequently confirmed by Emminghaus, have been pub- 
lished. Ranvier found that although ligation of the inferior 
vena cava in dogs produced an elevation of temperature in the 
hind legs,yet no oedema appeared until the sciatic,which carries 
the sympathetic, was cut. In other words, a localized cutane- 
ous oedema was not due to venous stasis alone, but vaso-motor 
paralysis was also necessary. If, however, the lymphatics 
are not diseased, the oedema would not persist so long. In 
erythema nodosum we have additional factors to take into 
consideration. Bohn believes that there exists infarction of 
capillaries and fine arteries. Hebra considers that we have 
inflammation of the lymphatics, which is confirmed by Live- 
ing, who has noted the arrangements of nodes along the 
course of these vessels. These facts account for the slower 
disappearance of the masses in erythema nodosum, as com- 
pared with the disease under consideration. Localized (not 
circumscribed) oedemas are by no means rare. In chlorosis 
the parts exposed to the air, as the face, eyelids and neck, are 
frequently for a short time, oedematous (oedema fugae). 
(Edema of the face occurs in Bright's disease^ after expo- 
sure to the air, at normal or lower temperatures. Local 
dropsies are rarely dependent upon the lymphatics alone ; gen- 
erally there is a venous obstruction or changes in the lym- 
phatic glands. This is rendered probable because the swel- 
lings are usually found on the flexor surfaces where the veins 
and lymphatics are near each other. The atmospheric dropsies 
are more general. They may be of congestive origin, or the 
consequence of direct or nervous influence, or possibly of 
arrested cutaneous function. Such are the dropsies related 
by DeHaen, who states that the whole army of Charles the 
Fifth, during the expedition against Tunis, became dropsical, 

through cold drink, after abstinence. In recent campaigns of 
the French in Algiers, not infrequently, oedema of the face, 
neck, forearm, hands, legs and feet appeared suddenly, which 
as rapidly disappeared without treatment. In conclusion, I 
believe this case to have been one of acute circumscribed cu- 
taneous oedema, and that it would undoubtedly have contin- 
ued its course as such had not traumatism awakened the latent 
syphilis, which at once demanded energetic treatment. 

690 Madison Ave., New York City, Sept. 30, 1888. 
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Corresponbence. 

Practicing in Montana. 

Editors St. Louis Medical and Surgical Journal: 

On Wednesday, Sept. 12th, I was called by a messenger 
to go into the mountains, some thirty-five or forty miles 
from here, to see Charles N., who had tackled a grizzly and 
had come out of the fight alive but pretty badly used up. I 
started at 6 p. m. with a guide who professed to know the 
way, but, about 11:30 p. m. we lost the trail. It was a stormy 
night, but we succeeded in getting a fire built, and shortly 
afterward discovered the trail again. About 2 a. m. we struck 
a cabin, but found nobody at home. This, however, made 
but little difi^erence. We made ourselves at home, built a 
fire, cooked some meat, made and cooked some bread, and 
with a pot of good, hot coffee-, thoroughly **lined the inner 
man." If ever a man enjoyed a meal I did that one, as you 
can well imagine. 

We turned in and rested until 5 o'clock, when we again 
took the trail, and after an early morning ride of seventeen 
miles, found the patient. 

I said, I belive, in the onset of this letter that he had 
tackled a '* grizzly. " This was what the messenger had told 
me, but if I had simply **guessed at what ailed him" after a 
casual examination, I should have said that he had tackled a 
tornado with a reaper and mower attachment. 

The brute had bitten through the fauces, the teeth going 
entirely through the superior maxillary. The inferior max- 
illary was snapped in two on both sides, at the angles. The 
trachea and jugular were exposed and the chin rested on the 
chest and was held by a strip of tissue about an inch wide at 
the angle of the mouth on the right side. 

The wounds were full of maggots and the edges gangren- 
ous. Clearly nothing was to be done for him here, as he was 
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without proper shelter, attendance, or nursing, and the oper- 
ations which were rendered necessary by the nature and ex- 
tent of his injuries, were of too great magnitude to undertake 
then and there, alone and without assistance. I therefore ar- 
ranged to have him brought to Custer City. The trip was 
made safely and without accident and, once here, I had every- 
thing that was necessary in the way of help, etc. The pa- 
tient arrived here just one week after the wounds* were in- 
flicted. 

With the assistance of Dr. Smith, I made a more thorough 
examination of the condition of the wounded man, and found 
it to be as deplorable as could well be imagined. 

The fragments of the left inferior maxillary were found to 
be dead, but for the sake of the support thus furnished, we 
wired them to the other side of the jaw, which was looking well. 
I dissected up the cheek and neck to obtain a flap suflicient 
to cover the bared surface. We succeeded only partially, 
however, as I was compelled to remove a great deal of dead 
tissue from the chin and neck. 

Three days after the operation and ten days since receiv- 
ing the wounds, the patient is doing well. There is consider- 
able sloughing, as the parts are under great tension, but this 
was to be expected. 

Later on, I shall remove parts of the inferior maxillary, 
and put in a plate, making plastic operations to cover the soft 
parts. 

He may never again be as handsome as he was when he 
encountered that grizzly, but I think that he will recover. 

Yours truly, 

Herman F. Ratty. 
Custer City, Montana, Oct. 6, 1888. 



Further Cases of Screw Worm. 

Editors St. Louis Medical and Surgical Journal: 

As supplementing my report of cases of Myasis Narium in 
the October issue of your Journal, I have to report an addi- 
tional case near the town of Marine, Madison County, 111., 
which I was requested to see in consultation with Dr. P. S. 
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Weideman, of Marine, on the 30th day of September. The 
doctor had not heard of the trouble before, and, although 
treating his case judiciously, had not succeeded as he desired. 
After seeing this case, the line of treatment reported in my 
other cases was pursued, with the effect of dislodging the 
larvae in a short time, and the patient soon recovered. 

I have since heard of three fatal cases of the disease — one 
in Trenton, 111., occurring about one year ago ; one in Belle- 
ville^ 111., about the same time, and the last one at the Sisters' 
Hospital, in Highland, 111. From the best information ob- 
tainable, the true nature of these cases was not understood at 
the time of their occurrence. A. M. Powell, M. D. 

CoUinsville, 111., Oct. 17th, 1888. 
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A DISGRACEFUL QUARREL. 

During the past month, Sir Morell Mackenzie has thought 
it to be incumbent upon himself to publish a book, detailing 
in full the case of the late Emperor of Germany. Of course, 
the entire matter is treated solely from Mackenzie's stand- 
point and, also of course, the effort is anything but compli- 
mentary to the German physicians who were in attendance 
upon His Majesty. In fact^ the whole matter was dealt with 
in such a manner that all the copies of the work in Germany 
have been seized by the police, as good an advertisement, by 
the way, as Sir Morell himself could have devised. 
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This is not all. The Germans took up the gage thus thrown 
down to them, and, as a result, crimination and recrimination 
have been freely indulged in through the medium of the daily 
press. The matter has finally resolved itself into a question 
of veracity between Mackenzie and his quondam colleagues. 

While the case was an important one, in fact, one of the 
highest magnitude, viewed in a political light, this circum- 
stance does not condone the actions of the physicians who 
were concerned in it. Almost without exception, they have be- 
gun and aided in promoting as disgraceful a row as ever cast 
odium upon a profession which ought to be sufficiently influ- 
ential to prevent such exhibitions of weakness. If those who 
are regarded as the ablest exponents of the art of medicine^ 
will indulge in such public demonstrations of their weakness 
as men, what can be expected from the groundlings? 
The entire affair is simply disgraceful, and can only 
distribute some of its odium upon the profession in gen- 
eral and upon each physician in particular. The only gain in 
the end will be that lovers of decency will be disgusted and 
a certain number of people will have gained a little cheap 
notoriety of a more or less unsavory character. 

LOOK OUT FOR HIM. 

In the last number of the St. Louis Medical and Surgi- 
cal Journal, under the heading '' Faking," we called atten- 
tion to an article which had appeared in the Virgi7iia Medical 
Monthly on '' Quinine Salts — their Solubility and Comparative 
Richness in the Alkaloid," purporting to be written by Fred. S. 
Mason, M. D,, of New Orleans, La. We there showed that the 
essential part of the paper was a translation from La Science 
Libre and had appeared in this Journal some eighteen months 
previously. We also suggested that the whole paper was a 
skillfully concealed advertisement of certain French quinine 
pills. 

Our esteemed cotempory upon whom the '*fake" was worked 
has not seen fit to notice the matter, and we occasionally see 
extracts from it still going the rounds of our cotempora- 
ries. Among others, we note that that usually wide awake 
journal, the Memphis Medical Monthly y has copied the 
article almost entire. 
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We have learned since our October Journal appeared^ 
from what we consider most excellent authority — in fact from 
two different sources, that our suggestion as to the nature of 
the communication (i. e., a skillfully worked free advertise- 
ment) was a true one, and that the intent of the "learned" 
writer was simply to beguile our cotemporaries into puffing a 
foreign quinine and the pharmaceutical preparations made 
therefrom ** free gratis for nothing." 

The game will probably be tried on others, and forewarned 
is forearmed. 

THE LATE ELKANAH WILLIAMS. 

In another part of this Journal will be found a memorial 
to the late Dr. Elkanah Williams, of Cincinnati. It is written 
by one who knew him well and loved him, and will richly 
repay the closest reading. It sets forth in simple language the 
life, the struggles and the triumphs of one whose example is 
of untold value to every physician ; it gives incidents in the 
life history of the *' Father of Specialism in America" known 
to but few of the thousands who have been familiar with the 
name of the deceased for many years, yet which should send 
it thrill of pride through every American heart. 

We were anxiouEi to present with this memoire a good pic 
ture of Dr. Williams, but found great difficulty in procuring a 
photograph. Not until the Journal was nearly ready for 
press did we succeed in getting anything in the shape of a 
likeness, and even this was a faded photograph made by a 
oountry artist. We were compelled to content ourselves with 
an etching made from this by the rapid process used in the 
illustrations of the daily press. Poor as it is, it still gives an 
idea of the general appearance of the great deceased. 

Again we request our readers, especially the younger men, 
to carefully peruse the memorial, feeling assured that each one 
will rise from its reading a better physican, a better man and 
it more ardent American. 

A BRILLIANT STAR ECLIPSED BY DEATH. 

Dr. Frederick C. Campbell, one of the editors of the 
Buffalo Medical and Surgical Journal and a man of great pro- 
mise, died September 14, last, of typhoid fever, at the early 
age of 28 years. Only those who have watched the course of 
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this young man^ from his graduation up to his untimely taking 
off, can appreciate the loss which this notice chronicles to our 
honored cotemporary, with whom the Editors of the St. 
Louis Medical and Surgical Journal deeply sympathize in 
their hereavement. 



Department of ZTticroscopij. 

conducted by 
Frank L. James, Ph. D., M. D., of St. Louis. 

The Bacterium of ^Vhooping-Cough. — Dr. Ssemts- 
chenko, writing in the St, Peteraburger Medizini$ehe Wochen- 
acrift, concerning the researches of Afanasieff, (whose pupil 
he was) in this direction, says : 1°, the bacterium described 
by Afanasieff is speciiSc; 2^, it is found in the expectorations 
at the close of the fourth day of disease, and sometimes 
earlier : 3^, it increases in numbj^rs pari passu with the viru- 
lence of the disease, but disappears before the cessation of the 
paroxysmal cough : 4^, where tliere is a complication (e. g. 
catarrhal bronchitis), there is a niarked augmentation of the 
numbers of the bacterium in the sputum ; 5^, pneumonia oc- 
curing during an attack of whooping-cough differs from all 
other known forms of pneumonitis. The conclusions of the 
author, like those of Afanasieff, are that the bacterium of 
whooping-cough has a prognostic as well as diagnostic or eti- 
ological value. 

Pyogenic Streptococci in the Saliva of Healthy Per* 
sons. — Netter states {Comptes Rendus^ Societi de Biologic), 
that of 127 persons examined by him, and apparently in 
sound health, he had in seven individuals determined the 
presence in the saliva of a micro-organism en chainettey which 
by its behavior to differential staining and the effects of pure 
cultures upon animals, he had proven to be identical with 
the streptococcus pyogenicus of Rosenbach. In previous re- 
searches the author had found in the saliva of healthy sub- 
jects the microbe of Friedlaender, in about 4 per cent, of all 
examined, and especially the pneumococcus of Fraenkel, 
which occurred in from 15 to 20 per cent, of all cases exam- 
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ined, even where the subjects had not had pneumonia at any 
anterior time. Th^ presence of the pyogenic streptococcus 
in the mouths of persons enjoying good health, helps to ac- 
count for the frequency of suppurative pharyngeal and peri- 
pharyngeal inflammation^ and the purulent complications 
which so frequently supervene during the course of certain 
diseases (scarlatina, diphtheria, etc.,) in which the pharynx 
is adjected. So long as the epithelium is intact the microbe 
makes no manifestation of its presence, and it becomes dan- 
gerous only when some lesion opens a door to its entrance 
into the system. 

Demonstration of Karyokinetic Figures, — In addition 
to the methods of demonstrating karyokinesis hitherto given 
by me in this journal (Vol. LIV., p. 18, January, 1888), the 
following is given in the Zeitschrift fuer Wissenschaftliche 
Mikroakopie as the process of Martinetti and Resegotti : After 
fixation in absolute alcohol, the sections are placed in an aque- 
ous solution of safranin (2:100) and left for five minutes; 
thence they are transferred to a solution made by adding one 
part of a one- tenth of one per cent, solution (1:1000) of chro- 
mic acid in distilled water to 9 parts of absolute alcohoL 
This differentiates the. saffranin staining. The sections should 
not be left in this solution for longer than one minute, and the 
vessel should be kept in motion while the differentiating process 
is going on. A similar result could, of course, be obtained by 
stirring the solution^ but for obvious reasons agitation of the 
vessel is preferable. After removal from the chromic acid so- 
lution, rinse in alcohol of 98^ and dehydrate with absolute 
alcohol. Clear with bergamot oil and mount in dammar. This 
process shows the chromatin filaments and nucleoles stained 
a bright red, the nuclei in stasis (Ruhe) or repose in a fainter 
red, while the protoplasm and intercellular substance remain 
unstained. The chromic acid solution should be made fresh 
each time, and the proportions of the aqueous solution and 
alcohol should be suited to the material in hand, the propor- 
tions given above (1:9) being a good mean. In some cases it 
will be necessary to make the solution stronger, and in others 
weaker than the figures indicated. When a weaker solution is 
used it will be found advisable to leave the sections some- 
what longer therein. Oil of bergamot is preferred for clear- 
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ing because clove oil extracts the anilin color from the cells in 
different periods unequally, more quickly from those in stasis 
than from those in mitosis. 



Pepartment of Dermatology anb (BemtO'Urinarg 

Diseases. 

CONDUCTED BY 

A. H. Ohmann-Dumesnil, A. M., M. D., of St. Louis. 

Ointment for Lupus. — The list of topical remedies for 
lupus is so numerous that it is well nigh impossible to enu- 
merate them. Each one has been used with more or less suc- 
cess, more often the latter. Among late applicants for favor 
is resorcin, which has the property of being quite a marked 
reducing agent. In the case of lupus it is to be mixed with a 
suitable excipient, such as '' cold cream, " in the proportion 
of one-half, one or two to one of the mass. It is said to pro- 
voke no pain, and the resultant scars are not only supple but 
also retain the normal color of the pkin. 

Chancre from a Razor. — G. Cheminade records in the 
Annalea de Dermatologie et de Syphiligraphie, the case of a 
young man of thirty, whose skin on the right side of the neck 
was excoriated by a barber's razor. The cut would not heal, 
and, although repeatedly cauterized, the only result was an 
oval ulceration, having indurated edges. At the same time 
the sub-occipital ganglia were enlarged. At the end of two 
months the ulcer was well. About five and a half months 
later the patient was troubled with mucous patches, harsh 
voice, inflammatory oedema of the larynx, and the lower lip 
was covered with syphilitic erosions. Under mercurial treat- 
ment internally and light cauterizations of nitrate of silver, the 
patient improved rapidly. 

Value of Salicylic Acid. — At the late meeting of the Amer- 
ican Dermatological Association, Dr. Carl Heitzman spoke 
of the value of salicylic acid in the treatment of skin diseases. 
He has employed it in twenty-four different cutaneous 
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troubles in the form of powders, salves or lotions. This rem- 
edy has the advantage over many others, in that it neither 
stains nor does it possess any disagreeable odor. It has the 
property of acting upon the horny layers of the skin, soften- 
ing and destroying hypertrophied epithelial tissues promptly 
and thoroughly. In addition to this it is a parasiticide, al- 
though inferior in this respect to some other remedies. It 
can also be employed as an external stimulant, rendering aid 
in this manner. Besides these properties, it possesses the 
advantage of being cheap. 

The Nature and Treatment of Gonorrhoea. — At the late 
meeting of the Association of Genito-Urinary Surgeons, Drs. 
J. P. Bryson and E. C. Burnett presented their conclusions, 
based upon 1314 cases of gonorrhoea. They state that : 1° 
Gonorrhea is a specific disease ; 2^ The gonococcus of Neisser 
is an essential etiological factor ; 3*^ The abortive treatment 
is inefficient and harmful; 4° Local treatment of any kind is not 
justified in the first and second stages ; 5^ There is a marked 
tendency in the disease to persist in the chronic stage ; 6° 
This tendency appears to be increased by the use of topical 
treatment in the first and second stages ; 7° the so-called 
methodical treatment, combined with the proper hygienic and 
sanitary regulations, does most to shorten the duration of 
the disease ; 8° All local applications should be reserved for 
the third, or declining and chronic stages. The second con- 
clusion is one which cannot be proven, as Neisser (quoted by 
Noeggerath in J5erZ. ^/m. Woch,) states that in 143 cases of 
chronic gonorrncea in the male, he failed to find gonococci in 
sixty-three, and Schwart? found them in only thirty-five out 
of seventy-nine cases. 

Treatment of Eczema of the Face in Infants. — Mr. 
Ernest Besnier, speaking of the eczema found co-incident 
with teething, describes very clearly the mask-like form 
which it assumes, often attacking the wrists and backs of the 
hands. In order to relieve the irritation of the gums, he rec- 
ommends touching them frequently with the following : 

^ Cocaine hjrdrochlorat gr. J 

Kali bromidi gr. xv 

Giycerini. 

AqusB destillat. . aa 3ijss 

M. 
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If the sleep is broken (a very likely occurrence, as the 
itching is intense), a teaspoonful of the following every hour, 
for four consecutive hours, is recommended : 

Q Kali bromidi gr. xv 

8yr. flor. Anrantii Siss 

M. 

For local treatment the following ointment should be ap- 
plied. 

9 Zinci Oxidi 3ij 

Vaselini 3 vi 

M. 

I prefer as an ointment the following, which does not 
" run^" and promotes a rapid separation of the crusts : 

9 Zinci Oxidi. 

Gampho-phenique..aa 388 

TJng. Aquee Rosse 3i 

M. 

A most essential point which the author omits, is the to- 
tal interdiction of washing of the afifected parts. No water 
at all should be employed. All extraneous matter can be 
easily removed by the use of some bland oil. 

Gonorrhcea in the Female. — This was the subject of the 
evening at a recent meeting of the Cincinnati Academy of 
Medicine. In the discussion. Dr. E. S. McKee considered 
this disease, owing to the anatomy of the parts, of much less 
importance than the remarks of some of the gentlemen would 
have us believe. He thought the disease much more serious 
to the female's male friends than to herself. In fact many 
women go through the disease and do not know they have it. 
A better understanding of its nature and pathology has 
greatly simplified the treatment of gonorrhoea The remedies 
employed a few years ago were numerous and confusing, 
while the simpler treatment of to-day soon leads to recovery. 
Keep the parts clean with daily vaginal hot water irrigations, 
restrict the diet, insist on moderate exercise in the bracing 
air, avoidance of excitement, and gonorrhoea will get well 
about as quickly without medicines as with -them. A 2 % so- 
lution of nitrate of silver painted to the parts is very good, and a 
deadly foe to the gonococcus. If the disease tends to recur, as it 
often does, owing to its remaining latent in the duct of the 
vulvo- vaginal gland, an injection of a 2 % to 5 % solution of 
nitrate of silver does well. This is a difficult procedure, but 
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can be done with a fiae needle. The knife used by the 
ophthalmologists in slitting the duct of the lachrymal gland 
is a very good instrument to insert into the duct, and lay the 
gland open, when it can be more thoroughly treated. This 
disease will remain latent in some cases and be brought out 
again by the resumption of intercourse. This has been 
noticed to occur in widows who contracted gonorrhoea from 
the first husband, which apparently disappeared after his 
death. The gonorrhoea was called out again by the excesses 
of the first pleasures and given to her second husband. This 
fact has doubtless been long known, as it is stated on good au- 
thority that this was the unwritten part of the information 
given by Mr. Weller to his son Sammy concerning widows. 
In French literature we find statements of young couples suf- 
fering from idiopathic gonorrhoea, after a night of oft repeated 
sexual intercourse, stimulated by much wine. This, probably, 
was a non-specific catarrh of the mucous membranes. A 
question of great importance is the frequency in which steri- 
lity results in women after gonorrhoea. It has been claimed 
that no woman has children after gonorrhoea. This is not 
strictly true, although the number who bear children under 
these conditions is doubtless small. 



Dr. J. E. Graham, of Toronto, was elected President of 
the American Dermatological Association for the ensuing 
year. 

Army Medical Museum. — Dr. John S. Billings states 
that on the first of July last tlie museum contained the follow- 
ing specimens : 

Comparative Anatomy 1,689 

Pathological 8,354 

Medals . . 384 

Microscopical Specimens 10,416 

Normal Human Anatomy ?. 2,961 

Instruments and Apparatus 814 

Microscopes'. 141 

Miscellaneous 835 

Besides these there are 375 specimens pertaining to nor- 
mal human anatomy and 726 to pathological anatomy, which 
are in what is called the provisional series. 
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Department of Diseases of tl^e Cge anb €ar* 

CONDUCTED BY 

A. D. Williams, M. D., St. Louis. 

Cotton Plugs in the Ears. — There seems to be an uni* 
yersal idea among the laity that, whatever be the trouble with 
the ear, the outer meatus must be plugged with cotton — a fact 
of which one is constantly reminded on walking the streets. 
It is a great mistake. Not only does the habit never do any 
good, but it is often highly harmful. The external canal i& 
constructed with a view to the free admission of air, and in 
inflamed conditions it is cooling and soothing to them. Cotton 
stuffed into the meatus keeps it unnaturally warm, too warm 
in fact. But cotton does most harm when put into an ear suf* 
fering with an otorrhceal or other discharge. In such cases 
it simply confines the secretions and these in turn irritate and 
inflame the skin, and thus increase the original trouble. Run- 
ning ears should always be kept open so that the morbid pro- 
ducts may readily escape. 

Acute Conjunctivitis Caused by the Application of 
Tea. — An old lady recently had some slight trouble with her 
eyes. Knowing that there was great virtue in tea, she ap^ 
plied compresses, squeezed out of hot tea, for about twelve 
hours to them. The result was a most violent attack of acute 
conjunctivitis in both eyes. The sclerotics looked like masses 
of clotted blood and the lids inside were as red as blood could 
make them. The entire conjunctivse were swollen and 
oedematous, and the lids were swollen and blackened by the 
accumulation of venous blood. The pain was severe on ac- 
count of the swelling, but there was very little suppuration 
or secretion of any kind. The inflammation rapidly sub- 
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sided on discontinuing the tea. I have heretofore repeatedly 
stated in this Journal that the continuous application of mois- 
ture of any kind to the eyes often excites more or less acute 
conjunctivitis. This statement is particularly true in the 
cases of children. 

How long may a Foreign Body remain in the Ear 
without doing Injury ? — It is remarkable how tolerant of 
foreign bodies the ears sometimes are. The fact is that sub- 
stances that are not prone to decomposition or that do not 
increase in bulk, may remain in the ear, perfectly harmless, 
an indefinite time. For this reason it is better to let them 
remain there, whenever they can not be removed without 
doing great violence to the parts. Dr. Alfred Swann {Lancet, 
and Medical Record, July 7, and Aug. 18, 1888), reports the 
case of a man 27 years old, who 18 years previously stuck a 
slate pencil into his right ear. A physician was consulted, 
but he found nothing. The ear gradually became totally deaf, 
or nearly so. Dr. Swann removed a plug of wax and found em- 
bedded in it a slate pencil half an inch long. This had been 
there for 18 years and had acted as a nucleus for the forma- 
tiotL of a plug of cerumen. There was no break in the drum 
head, and the hearing was fully restored at once. 

Mental Aberrations Caused by the Local Use of Atro- 
pine. — I have several times within the past two or three 
years, called attention in this department of the St. Louis 
Medical and Surgical Journal, to cases of mental aber- 
ration, hallucinations and somnambulism, caused by the 
local use of atropine in the eyes. Very recently another 
case has come under my notice. A young man consulted 
me concerning his vision, the symptoms being those of 
asthenopia, an absolute inability to use his eyes for any 
length of time. While the history showed positively that 
his eyes were hypermetropic, yet on testing them with glasses 
he seemed to be slightly myopic. The diagnosis was : 
Apparent myopia, but actual hypermetropia, caused by spas- 
modic action of the focusing power. To settle the matter 
definitely it was necessary to completely relax the focusing 
power, and then test the eyes with glasses. I therefore had 
him use atropine solution (4 grains to ounce) five times a day 
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On the secoad day he began to show signs of mental disturb- 
ance by talking incoherently. On the third day his mind was 
wandering so badly that he could not give an intelligent ac- 
count of where he had been or what he was doing. The 
mental aberrations became so marked I had to discontinue the 
medicine ; whereupon the trouble promptly passed off. The 
focusing power, however^ was sufficiently relaxed to enable 
me definitely to determine the exact refractive condition of 
the eyes. I was somewhat surprised to find that they re- 
quired convex glasses No. 6 I This proved that the diagnosis 
in advance was correct, and satisfactorily accounted for the 
inability to use the eyes for any length of time. 

Removal of a Grain of Pop Corn from a Child's Ear. 
— A few days since a little girl, two years old, was brought to 
me with a grain of pop-corn firmly wedged in the bottom of 
the external meatus. It had been dropped in on the previous 
day, and efforts had been made by the family practitioner to 
remove it. Finding these ineffectual he wisely refrained from 
further attempts, and thus avoided what is usually the greatest 
difficulty with which the specialist has to contend in such cases, 
viz: violence to the skin, and consequently the more or less 
tightly closing of the meatus by svirelling. In this case there 
was no such trouble, but the corn, having been in the ear for 
24 hours, had swollen and wedged itself tightly into the bottom 
of the cavity. Attempts at washing it out with a current of 
water were fruitless, as the fluid could not get behind the for- 
eign body in quantities sufficient to exercise any expellant 
force. I therefore resorted to another method. After chloro- 
forming the child to secure perfect quietness on her part, I 
bent the end of a small silver probe at right angles and pass- 
ing it into the ear worked it gently between the skin and the 
corn, using the mirror so that I could see exactly what I was 
doing. After getting past the body I rotated the probe partly 
around and brought the bent arm behind it. I then had no 
trouble whatever in removing it, without doing the least vio- 
lence to the parts. In all manipulations in such cases '^ no 
violence" should be the unvarying rule. The injuries some- 
times inflicted by unskilled hands, especially upon children, 
are terrible. Chloroform should always be given in cases 
like these, whenever any instrument other than the syringe 
is to be used. 
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Traumatic Keratalgia. — Dr. Granclement of Lyons de- 
scribed under this name^ before the French Society of 
Ophthalmology, a very frequent but hitherto little noticed 
neuralgic affection of the cornea due to exceedingly trifling 
traumatisms of that membrane. Among the causes of these 
traumatisms noted by Dr. Granclement were the contact of a 
green leaf from an overhanging branch, while the patient was 
riding, the playful punch of a baby's finger, etc. He thus 
describes the course of the trouble in a particular case : Soon 
after receiving the injury, although the cornea did not present 
the slightest sign of excoriation even to the closest inspection, 
the patient for three days suffered the most atrocious pains, 
which nothing relieved. It seemed, to use his own language, 
that the eye had been peeled or flayed {<ecorchf). The pain 
then passed away and was absent for several months. After a 
period the patient began to experience, frequently during the 
night, but more especially when he awoke in the morning, a 
difficulty in the play and movement of the lids, which seemed 
roughened as though ulcerated on the inner side. A quarter 
of an hour sometimes passed before he could entirely open 
them. In other cases which had come under the notice of the 
reporter, the three days' pain, invariably noted at onset, had 
been repeated at intervals of several months. Sometimes 
these crises occurred regularly in spring or autumn, but their 
repetition, sometimes for several years in succession, was usu- 
ally at very irregular periods, resembling rheumatoid pains in 
this respect. The author attributes the phenomena to a neu- 
ritis of one or several of the ciliary nerve filaments of the 
cornea, the injury to which by the light touch of the foreign 
substance has not been suflicient to destroy it or them; and he 
accounts for the non-appearance of such neurites after graver 
injuries to the cornea by supposing that in such cases the fila- 
ments are not merely injured but destroyed. Cocaine was 
the only remedy that had proven of any service in his hands, 
and this only as an assuager of pain. 



London contains some four thousand medical men, of 
whom some are styled doctors, others surgeons, and a third 
class apothecaries. 
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€xcerpts from Husstati; poHslj anb Bulgarian 

CONDUCTED BY 

Valerius Idblson, M. D,, of Berne, Switzerland. 

The Dog- Rose as an Astringent. — Dr. M. G. Sokoloff, 
of Omsk, Siberia, highly recommends (^Proceedings of the Omsk 
Medical Society, 1SS8, No. 10, p. 134), an aqueous infusion of the 
root of the common dog-rose or rose briar (Rosa Canina^ Russ. 
Shipovnik) as an excellent astringent, especially suitable for the 
treatment of diarrhoeas. This simple remedy has been used 
in Russian popular medicine from time immemorial. Fol- 
lowing the suggestion of Dr. Sokoioff, Dr. P. F. Breitiham has 
recently made an analysis of the drug, and found therein 1.8 
per cent, of tannic acid. Dr. B. M. Tchiglovsky, of Omsk, 
states (Proceedings of the Omsk Medical Society, 1888, No. 10, 
p. 134), that he has tried an infusion of the root (3 drachms 
to six ounces of water, a tablespoonful every two hours) in 
four cases of diarrhoea. The results were said to be most sat- 
isfactory in every one of the cases. 

Filtration and Bacteria. — At the suggestion of the Mayor 
of Warsaw, Dr. Bujwid and Mr. Grodexi, a medical student, 
have recently examined bacteriologically both the filtered 
and unfiltered water from the river Vistula ( Visla). According 
to the Polish weekly, Oazeta Levarska, 1888, May 26, they have 
arrived at the following instructive results : 1*^ The water 
filtered through the town waterworks' filter contains, gener- 
erally, incomparably fewer microbes than unfiltered water. 
2® This cannot be said, however, in regard to the water pass- 
ing through a freshly cleansed (one day's) filter. 3*^ The 
longer a town filter works, the more effective its work be- 
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comes. 4° This rule, however, holds true only in regard to 
a limited period, varying from two to four months. 5*^ 
'Chamberland's filter gives good results only in the very be- 
ginning of its work or for a short period after its sterilization. 
Later on, it commences to freely contaminate water. 6°. As 
to the domestic filter called, '^Compressed Charcoal Filter" 
and extensively employed in Warsaw, it only contaminates 
water with micro-organisms. 7° Generally, domestic fil- 
tration is good for nothing. 8°. The best bacteriological re- 
sults are obtained from filtration through large waterworks' 
filters, working under a weak pressure. 

Ovariotomy in Siberia. — Dr. Pavel P. Astashevsky, house 
surgeon to the Kuznetzovsky Hospital, describes (^Proceedings 
of the Irkutsk lEast Siberian] Medical Society for 1887, p. 165) 
an interesting case of ovariotomy, the first in Irkutsk, the 
capital of East Siberia. The patient, a childless, twice mar- 
ried woman, aged 55, .who had ceased to menstruate at 40, was 
admitted in a highly eniaciated state, with an extensive ather- 
omatous degeneration of the blood-vessels, extremely weak and 
arythmic heart and pulse, intense oedema of her lower limbs, 
and enormous painful abdominal enlargement. The tumor, 
which had been first noticed about eight years before, had 
grown steadily ever since, in spite of frequent tappings. On 
the whole, she had been tapped as many as fifty-eight times 
(thirty times in the course of the year). The last operation, 
conducted under chloroform and strict antiseptic precautions, 
was very tedious on account of very extensive and dense 
parietal, omental and intestinal adhesions, an enormous de- 
velopment of veins (of which many were as thick as a man's 
little finger), and absence of any pedicle. The tumor, which 
burst during the separation of the adhesions, proved to be a 
multilocular cyst, filled up partly with colloid matter, and 
partly with pus. It contained one and a half pailfuls of fluid, 
and weighed (when emptied and excised), 18 pounds. The 
patient made an excellent recovery without any fever, the 
wound healing ]9er]9nmam about the seventeenth day. On the 
twenty-fifth day the woman was discharged in a greatly im- 
roved general state. In fact, at present she complaints only oi 
dyspnoea (which is dependent upon vascular sclerosis and pro- 
bably fatty degeneration of her heart) and some vague pains 
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about her upper limbs. Analysing his case. Dr. Astashevsky 
concludes : V, that tappings are not so dangerous as some ob- 
servers allege : 2^, that even an extensive degeneration of ves- 
sels and cardiac weakness with absence of rythm, do not con- 
tralndicate ovariotomy. 

Absorption of Drugs by the Skin. — Professor N. A. 
Khrjonshtchevsky, of Kiev (^Proceedings of the Piatigorsk Rus- 
sian Balneological Society for 1887, No. 26, p. 2), has carried 
out a long course of experiments on dogs, cats and boys in 
order to study the vexed questions concerning the absorption 
of drugs by a healthy and intact skin. The animals' hair was 
either left as it was or carefully removed with scissors or a 
razor, and having hermetically closed the animal's anus and 
urethra with collodion, the author immersed it up to the 
chest in a specially constructed bath, containing a solution of 
one or another substance, with a thick layer of oil on the sur- 
face (to prevent any evaporation, inhalations, etc). The re- 
sults may be briefly given as follows : 1^. Both in man and 
lower animals, the (healthy) skin undoubtedly possesses a high 
absorptive power. 2®. Dogs and cats are killed, through the 
cutaneous absorption, by aqueous solutions of strychnine in 
two and a half or three hours ; by the alcoholic ones in one or 
one and a half; by nicotine solutions in two and a half; by 
coniin in one or one and a half; by veratrin in nine or ten 
hours ; by cyanide of potassium at 25° C. in one or one and 
one-fourth hours ; at 42° C. in thirteen to fifteen minutes. 
Aqueous infusions of digitalis develop their action in about 
nine hours. Indigo-carmine may be discovered in the ani- 
mal's urine in three hours. When a solution of fecrocy- 
anide of potassium is injected into the animal's veins, 
and the animal is placed into a bath of lactate of 
iron or (vice-versa), there may be detected, in about two or 
two and a half hours, a blue discoloration of its cutaneous 
blood-vessels, which is caused by the formation of ferrocyan- 
ide of iron ('* Berlin blue"). 3°. Similarly, in boys, a three 
and one-half hours' bath of indigo-carmine gave rise to a 
marked characteristic coloration of their urine. A bath of di- 
gitalis ('*an ounce of infusion to a pailful of water") how- 
ever, developed its action on the pulse not before twenty-four 
hours or even still later. 
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Morbid Anatomy of Epilepsy. — At a recent meeting of 
the Varna (Bulgaria) Medical Society, Dr. Pueskuellieff read 
{Meditzinsko Spisanie, No. 17, 1888, p. 261) ; a Bulgarian peri- 
odical published thrice monthly by the above very active and 
learned society) an interesting paper on epilepsy, with nine 
cases ending in death. At the postmortem examination, in 
six of the cases there were found various macroscopical 
changes of a grave nature, which ^'had preceded and prepared 
the ground for the epileptic seizure." In one of them, a 
syphilitic girl of 22, who had been suffering, besides epileptic 
seizures of ten years' standing, with a left facial paraly- 
sis and delirium, there was detected a largish, centrally-soft- 
ened gumma, situated on the surface of the right hemisphere, 
just in front of the fissure of Rolando. In the second patient, 
an insane boy of 14, who had suddenly died during a violent 
seizure, there were found, besides recent capillary extravasa- 
tions into the cerebellum, pons Varoli and medulla oblon- 
gata, old meningitis, secondary pachymeningitis and perien- 
cephalitis, and difiuse softening and oedema of the brain. In 
the third, a man of 38, with epilepsy and progressive general 
paralysis, old arachnoiditis and periencephalitis with cere- 
bral oedema, were present. In the fourth, a man of 40^ the 
necropsy revealed pachymeningitis, with meningeal haemor- 
rhage. In the fifth, a man of 40, in whom the fits of late had 
followed one another, old extensive pachymeningitis and 
arachnoiditis were detected. In the sixth, a hystero-epileptic 
woman of 22, meningitis was found. In the remaining three, 
only intense congestion of the medulla oblongata as well as of 
the brain and meninges could be detected. Pointing to the 
variety of morbid lesions met in his cases. Dr. Pueskuellieff 
says that epilepsy, after all, represents only a certain symptom, 
a manifestation of various morbid states, but not a pathologi- 
cal entity. As to the treatment of epilepsy, the author thinks 
that there does not exist any remedy that can cure the disease. 
Bromide of potassium in his hands, could only somewhat 
lessen the frequency of the epileptic fits, which effect is 
thought to be of no use whatever, and may even be followed 
by an increase in intensity of the paroxysms. On the whole. 
Dr. Pueskuellieff accepts Dr. Henry Maudsley's teachings on 
the subject. 
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Digital Pressure in Popliteal Aneurism. — Dr. R. P. 
Rostoshinsky, of Tambov, details (Proceedings of the Tambov 
Medical Society^ 1888, No. 1, p. 24), the case of a powerfully- 
built and strong, non-alcoholic and non -syphilitic male peas- 
ant of 32, who, in his early childhood, had sustained a com- 
pound fracture of the right tibia, about its lower third, and 
was admitted to the Town Hospital with a large, spherical 
pulsating tumor in the right popliteal fossa. Intense csdema 
of the whole leg and foot, severe pain about the knee and calf 
on walking, and no movement of the limbs existed, as also 
inability to bend and extend the latter, and considerable 
lameness. According to the man's statement, about two and 
one-half years before, there had suddenly appeared, without 
any apparent cause, an oedematous swelling of the calf, which 
had steadily increased ever since, while two years later he had 
first noticed the pulsating tumor, its growth having been slow 
in the beginning, but of late very rapid. The aneurism meas- 
ured transversely seventeen centimetres. Recollecting some 
successful cases published by Hart, A. Bpence, Holmes, Pitha, 
etc.. Dr. Rostosbinsky at first tried forcible flexion of the 
limb in the knee-joint, but was compelled to give it up after 
forty-eight hours' attempt, on account of an intolerable pain 
about the tumor. He resorted then to continuous manual 
compression of the femoral artery in the groin, for five hours 
and forty minutes. The pulsation ceased, but gradually re- 
appeared to reach its former intensity in two days. Another 
sitting, however, of six hours' duration, was followed by a 
complete and permanent cure. When seen again, fifty-three 
days afterwards, the tumor was found to be thoroughly firm 
and non-pulsating ; oedema and pain were absent ; there re- 
mained only a scarcely perceptible lameness. Dr. Rostos- 
binsky draws attention to the points : 1^. That, so far as Rus- 
sia is concerned, aneurism generally represents a Tcry rare 
morbid condition ; in the course of his practice of twelve years' 
duration, embracing 3,000 hospital cases and upwards of 
50,000 out-door patients, the author had seen but three 
cases, including the present one, the other two being aneur- 
isms of the aortic arch and of the left carotid. 2°. That 
digital pressure gives very satisfactory results ; thus, accord- 
ing to Broca's statistics referring to the period of 1842-64, of 163 
cases of aneurism (of which 109 were popliteal) treated after 
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this plan, as many as 116 were permanently cured; while the 
method proved unsuccessfal in thirty-five only. 3*^. That 
the treatment by ligating large arteries must be resorted to 
only as an ultimum remediumy since, to use Otto Weber's 
words, '* the operation is one of the most dangerous in sur- 
gery," the mortality (from gangrene, secondary haemorrhage, 
etc.) being exceedingly high. 

Congenital Absence of the Vagina and Womb. — In the 
Vratch, No. 32, 1888, p. 623, Dr. Ivan 8. Balin records a re- 
markable case of the kind. A generally quite healthy and 
normally-made young lady of 22, married two months, sought 
his advice on account of a complete absence of menstruation. 
She had never had anything like menstrual molimina. She • 
had been performing coitus with her husband ** regularly, " 
•(presumably, daily), without any inconvenience whatever, but 
also without any voluptuous sensations. The first coition 
had been accompahied with '* moderate " pain, but with no 
hsemorrhage. Her micturition had been painless and gener- 
erally quite normal in all respects all through. On examina- 
tion her breasts, mons veneris^ clitoris and labia were found 
to be well developed,the urethral orifice round, slightly dilated 
.and easily admitting the little finger, its lips being somewhat 
thickened, but intact. At the site of the vaginal introitus 
there was present a smooth, rosy mucous membrane, passing 
•evenly from the urethra to the (normal) perineum. A simul- 
taneous most careful examination (with a sound and fingers) 
through the bladder and rectum, utterly failed to detect the 
slightest traces of a vagina, uterus or ovaries. It is worth while 
to add that, as inquiry showed, the absence of the vagina and 
womb in the girl had been made out several months before 
by another practitioner, who had proposed some surgical in- 
terference. The patient's mother, however, had flatly re- 
jected the proposal, and at once proceeded with the marriage 
of her completely impotent daughter to an unlucky and unsus- 
pecting man. Analysing his case, Dr. Balin points out : 1^, 
that the patient performs coitus through her urethra, as all 
married women and prostitutes similarly afflicted do ; 2^, that, 
notwithstanding a dilated state of her urethra, ipicturition re- 
mains normal, and vesical troubles are generally absent 
altogether ; 3^, that the absence is dependent upon a per- 
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fectly intact state of the urethral sphincter, since in those 
women in whom urethral coition gives rise to ruptures 
of the muscular fibres, there invariably arises inconti- 
nence of urine. Dr. Balin adduces another case from 
his practice, referring to a prostitute of 3 years' standing, in 
whom incontinence of urine set in only three or four months 
before her coming under his care ; when, in addition to a con- 
siderable dilatation of the urethra, there had supervened sev- 
eral ruptures of the sphincter. That a simple dilatation of the 
urethra can be followed by incontinence of urine, Dr. Win- 
kel's, Freund's, Saezinger's and Zinsstag's cases also show. 
In all of them^ the urethral coition was of long standing (of 
10 years' in Freund's case) and caused great dilatation of the 
urethra' (which freely admitted two fingers in Saexinger's pa- 
tient), but no rupture of the sphincter; and, in spite of the 
urethral dilatation, all vesical disturbances were absolutely 
absent. 



Zrtebical progress. 

THERAPEUTICS. 

Ethereal Tincture of Phosphorus in Asphyxia of In- 
fantile Pneumonias. — The value of the ethereal tincture of 
phosphorus in nervous collapse suggested to Faria, its use 
against asphyxia in infantile broncho-pneumonia. The re- 
sults were excellent, and the author recommends the follow- 
ing as the best formula for its use : 

1^ Ethereal tincture of phosphorus m viij 

Syrup of ether 3v 

Oanella water q. s. a d ^iy 

Mix. 

The dose is a teaspoonful every hour. 

Temperature of Sprays. — M. Nicaise has made some in- 
vestigations regarding the temperature of sprays, and reported 
his results to the Academy of Medicine of Paris, not long 
since. The temperature becomes lowered in proportion to 
the distance from the point of the spray ; this lowering, how- 
ever, varies with the surrounding temperature. At a distance 
of 60 centimetres from the point, the temperature of the spray 
tends to assume that of the surrounding atmosphere. The 



L^ 



1888.] Medical Progress. 299 

temperature of the liquid which is to be sprayed exercises no 
appreciable difference on the temperature of the spray itself ; 
although the addition of a liquid to be sprayed seems to 
slightly elevate the temperature over that of the vapor used 
alone. 

Caffeine in Heart Trouble. — M. Huchard recently reports 
the successful use of this remedy in a case of arterial cardio- 
pathy, accompanied by asystole and oedema. Finding that 
digitalis no longer produced the desired effects, he injected 
Bubcutaneously fifteen drops of the following solution, five or 
six timea daily : 

9 Natrii benaoat Sit; 

Oaffeinse 5ij 

Aquae destillat 3yi 

M. Ft. Sol. 
Under this treatment the patient rapidly improved. 

Gastro- Intestinal Antiseptic— M. C. Paul has been at 
work to find a good antiferment for internal administration, 
and finding that a 1:200 aqueous solution of saccharin pre- 
vents the development of bacterium termo and a 1:700 solu- 
tion destroys the staphylococcus pyogenicus aureus, he pre- 
scribes the following : 

9 Saccharin 3i88 

Natrii bicarbonat 31 

Alcohol 40** 3iij 

01. Menth. Pip M. xx 

M. Ft. Sol. Sig : A teaspoonful in water at a dose. 

This mixture also prevents the development of the numer- 
ous bacteria of the buccal cavity. 

Nutrient Enemata of Eggs. — Ewald has demonstrated 
the great value of these enemata in the nutrition of those 
cases where alimentation can not be administered in a normal 
manner. Each enema should consist, says the Gazette des 
HSpitauXy of not more than two raw eggs, well beaten up and 
emulsified with a small quantity of salty water. Instead of 
water, claret sweetened with grape sugar may be used. What- 
ever be the vehicle, however, the quantity should not be over 
eight ounces, including the eggs. Where there is irritation 
of the lower intestine, a small amount of tincture of opium 
should be added. The following precautions should be ob- 
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served in the use of these^ and we may add, other nutrient 
enemata : Give first an evacuant enema and, one hour after 
this has acted, inject the nutrient material very slowly and 
with a feeble pressure, a Nelaton sound being used to insure 
the delivery at a point as high up as it is possible to carry it. 

Varicose Ulcers Treated by Sulphate of Copper. — M. 
Qu^nu's process of treating varicose ulcers of the leg, as given 
by M. Blanc in a thesis on the subject, is as follows : 

Q Capri sulphatis 5^88. 

Aqan bullientis Oij. 

M%9ce et 9olve, 

To use : Take a number of compresses of tarletan or sof ^ 
domestic (four or five usually suffice) and dip them into 
the solution, express the superfluous fluid by strong compres- 
sion (not wringing, for this wrinkles the textures), and apply 
them directly to the ulcer, taking care to cover not only the 
wound but every part of the diseased member in the immedi- 
ate vicinity. The compresses should be covered with a large 
piece of gummed tafieta, or oiled silk, in such manner as to 
produce complete occlusion of the dressing. The whole 
should be duly bandaged to place, or the patient confined to 
his bed. The latter is always best, when possible. The 
dressing should be renewed every three days. Do not at- 
tempt to cleanse the wound, at these renewals. It is not nec- 
essary, and serves only to irritate and disturb the granula- 
tions and layers of newly formed epidermis. 

This dressing and method of using it may be used to ad- 
vantage in all other indolent ulcerations, as it seems to act not 
so much as an antiseptic, but as a local excitant as well. 

Apparatus for Inhalation of Oxygen. — In a paper de- 
voted to the therapeutic value of oxygen in scarlatina (Practi- 
tioner) Dr. Astley Cresswell figures an apparatus of simple 
construction which he has found quite useful and of which we 
give a representation in Fig. 12. The cylinder A has a capacity 
of 10 cubic feet and contains oxygen under a pressure of 120 
pounds. On opening the stopcock of the cylinder at B, the 
highly compressed gas passes out into the collapsible india- 
rubber bag C, the capacity of which when distended is one- 
quarter of a cubic foot, and into which atmospheric air can be 
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forced by the hand-syringe D, in order, if necessary, to dilute 
the gas ; on opening the stopcock of the inhaler at E, the gas 
is forced out through E by the elastic recoil of the bag C. 




Fig. 12. ApP&i^&^us for Inhalation of Oxygen. 

PHYSIOLOGICAL AND PATHOLOGICAL NOTES. 

Action of Uranium Salts. — The effect of uranium salts 
upon proteid metabolism, together with the toxic action and 
influence on the production of glycosuria, have been studied 
by Dr. R. K. Chittenden, and he presented his results to the 
American Physiological Society, which met at Washington, 
September last. His results show that uranium is an irritant 
poison, producing gastro-intestinal irritation. It acts slowly, 
and. when introduced into the stomach, it checks digestion. 
It increases proteid metabolism, and the excretion of carbonic 
acid, and causes a rise of temperature. Its effect upon nu- 
trition is evidenced by rapid emaciation. In the kidney can 
be found acute parenchymatous nephritis. A short time 
after the drug has been administered, sugar is found in the 
urine, this symptom coming on after the albumen has disap- 
peared. Where the poisoning becomes chronic, loss of sight 
and of the power of co-ordination comes on. 
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Epilepsy of Many Years' Standing Cured by Ablation 
of an Aural Polyp. — Suarez de Mendoza relates in the Re- 
vue Menauelle de Laryngologie, Otologie, etc, for August last, 
the case of a man of 28 who had been an epileptic for twenty 
years, and who consulted him concerning a discharge from one 
of his ears, which had come on immediately after an attach of 
typhoid in his eleventh year, and had always been considered 
as a sequela thereof. On examining the ear the doctor dis- 
covered an enormous wine-red polypoid growth, which ex- 
tended to the base of the tragus. On touching this tumor 
with his probe, the physician was astonished to see his pa- 
tient drop with an epileptic seizure, and when the crisis 
passed off he was informed by the patient that this result al- 
ways followed a touch of the tumor. The surgeon removed 
the tumor by means of a snare — a delicate operation on ac- 
count of the fact just stated. A good many stances were nec- 
essary to accf>mplish the entire removal of- the mass and caut- 
erization of the pedicle, but at the end of twenty days the 
man was discharged, cured of the running at the ear and of 
the epilepsy. The result appears to be final, as the^atient 
returned recently and reported that since his discharge there 
had been no signs of a return of the malady. The perforation 
of the tympanum, however, still persisted. 

Transmission of Tetanus from Man to Man.— M. 
Berger gave the history of a case, at a recent stance of the 
Academic de M^decine, which would seem to demonstrate 
the possibility of transmission of tetanus from one human 
being to another. He had under his care a man affected 
with traumatic tetanus, concerning whose case a consultation 
was had with a colleague. The latter returned to his own 
clinic immediately after the consultation and dressed the 
wound of a patient sufiering from a wound of the thigh, not 
however without having taken due antiseptic precautions, 
notwithstanding which however, his patient, seven days later, 
was attacked with tetanus, from which he however recov- 
ered, thanks to the chloral treatment. The transmission of 
tetanus in this case, through the surgeon is, says the Journal 
de Mtdecineet de Chirurgie, very probable. The patient in the 
first case (that of Berger) passed a good portion of his time 
every day in a stable — a fact which is confirmative of the the- 
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ory of the equine origin of tetanus. M. Berger gives the his- 
tory of six cases of the disease, of which four are similarly 
favorable to this theory of its etiology, the patients, in every 
instance, having been men employed around horses affected 
with tetanus. 

Headache Persisting for Two Years due to Adenoid. 
Growths in the Nose. — Dr. M6ni^re relates (in the Archives 
de laryngologie, d^otologiey etc) the case of a child nine years 
old, who for 23 months had suffered with daily headaches 
which lasted from five to six hours. Owing to loss of sleep, 
. failure of appetite, etc., the little patient had become greatly 
emaciated. Every form of medication which therapeutics 
could suggest had been tried in vain. Iodide and bromide 
of potassium, quinine, cod-liver oil, hydrotherapy, change of 
air and scene, the mountains and the sea-shore had alike 
failed to stop the daily onset of pain. Finally the patient 
was brought to M6ni^re, who, after a short examination de- 
tected the adenoid growths in the nasal pharynx. He also 
found considerable hypertrophic rhinitis, and enlarged ton- 
sils. He resorted to immediate galvano-cauterization of the 
cornua, and removed the adenoid growths. The result was 
surprisingly prompt. In twelve days every vestige of cepha- 
lalgia was gone and two months later the child was restored 
to perfect health, and with normal mental faculties. The 
Revue adds that the grave influence of even slight nasal affec- 
tions upon the brain is well known to all specialists in this 
direction^ but is not as well understood by general practition- 
ers as it should be. 

A Rare Autopsy. — Dauscher relates in the Wiener Medi- 
zinische Presse the results of an autopsy on a laborer who had 
been buried by the caving ia of a large mass of earth, which 
fell on him from a height of four or five metres. The unfor- 
tunate man had been knocked over backward by the first mass 
that fell; and remained in such a position that the succeeding 
masses covered him gradually from the feet upwards. Every 
effort was made by his fellow workmen to help him, and 
though they quickly had him uncovered, he was found to be 
dead. Dauscher was called to make the autopsy and was sur- 
prised to find a mass, about the size of the head, under the 
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neck and extending toward the right shoulder. This was 
found upon incision to consist of both lungs and the heart, 
which under the enormous pressure brought to bear from 
below upwards had been forced into this position. Exter- 
nally the body did not show a wound of any description. The 
abdomen was sunken in or collapsed completely, and on 
opening the cavity it was found empty I The diaphragm had 
ruptured and the contents of the abdominal cavity were found 
filling the space made vacant by the hernia of the heart and 
lungs. In spite of this there was no break in the walls of 
either the stomach or entrails, though the spleen and liver 
were torn and broken in several places. ' The heart was small, 
but neither it nor the great vessels were torn or wounded. 
The lungs were completely collapsed. Such an autopsy is 
almost without a parallel. 

OB8TETBIC8 AND DISEASES OF WOMEN AND CHILDREN. 

Origin of the Menstrual Flow. — Dr. E. J. Minard, in a 
paper read at the late meeting of the New York State Medical 
Association, stated that she had observed a case in which there 
was inversion of the uterus to such a degree that the Fallo- 
pian tubes were dragged down in the sac formed by the outer 
wall of the inverted uterus. From the surface of the uterus no 
discharge worth mentioning could be wiped away, whereas a 
dark^ healthy menstrual flow, non-fibrinous, passed out drop 
by drop, from the tubes. When the tubes were pressed a 
stream would flow for an instant. The question which this 
observation elicited was whether menstruation originated in 
the Fallopian tubes or not. 

Treatment of Extra-Uterine Foetation. — Dr. E. E- 
Montgomery, of Philadelphia, has paid considerable attention 
to this interesting subject, and has formulated what he con- 
siders the best methods of treatment. In a paper read before 
the American Association of ObsCetriciansandGynsecologists^ 
they were given as follows : 

V. In every form of ectopic gestation, prior to the fourth 
month, the destruction of life by electricity (faradic current). 
2^. Between the fourth and sixth months, destruction of life by 
electricity and, some weeks later, laparotomy. 3®. In rupt- 
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ure, immediate laparotomy, with removal of sac, contents, 
and the effused blood. 4^. In cases that have passed the 
sixth month, wait until viability is well established, and per- 
form laparotomy, observing every precaution that separation 
of the placenta does not occur ; close the sac above, or down 
through the vagina. 6°. In case of death of foetus, it should 
be removed by laparotomy a few weeks later. 6®. Where the 
foetus has become macerated and abscess has formed, its 
sinus should be enlarged, and the foetal residuum removed. 

Paediatrics in Great Britian. — The section on Dis- 
eases of Children at the Glasgow meeting of the British 
Medical Association was presided over by Dr. Wm. B. 
Cheadle, of London, Physician to the Hospital for Sick 
Children, Gt. Ormond street. He said that although this 
section . had been instituted in 1883, it had been allowed to 
lapse till the present year. Like Dr. Gee, his predecessor 
in the chair, he felt that his knowledge of children's diseases 
would be much poorer and meaner were it not for the experi- 
ence gained at a great general hospital. He did not advocate 
the establishment of children's diseases as a distinct speci- 
alty, but, on the other hand, he would insist with all earn- 
estness that a special study of children's diseases was es- 
sential to the student. Children formed the majority of 
their patients ; many disorders of early life were sudden of 
onset and acute, and the doctor could not hold his hand and 
wait to consult some expert. The death rate was eight or ten 
times as great as with adults ; the fragile and growing bodies 
of infants require a nicety of discrimination, a delicacy of skill 
in management beyond the common. 

Forty years ago Sir Thomas Watson urged the more ade- 
quate provision for instruction on the subject of diseases of 
children. When examining, he always made a point of set- 
tling questions upon this class of disease. It may be thought 
that the means of instruction had' largely increased since the 
days of Latham and Watson. Children's hospitals had been 
founded and special wards for children opened in many gen- 
eral hospitals, yet, on closer examination, much of this ap- 
parent advance would be found illusory, and its value less- 
ened by several drawbacks. In the first place, with the ex- 
ception of the East London Hospital at Shadwell, children 
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under two years of age are not admitted except in very limited 
numbers. It is this period of two years which is so fruitful 
in the diseases destructive of infancy and childhood. The 
fact that these special hospitals are situated at a distance from 
most of the medical schools makes them of little practical use 
during the students' course. If the ordinary student gains 
any knowledge of the subject he must obtain it in his own 
hospital and school. What means then exist for the clinical 
studies of children's diseases at the general hospitals ? In 
returns from every school in London and nearly every one in 
the United Kingdom, he found the present provision for the 
instruction of students in this branch utterly inadequate and 
unsatisfactory. First of all, only about half the general hos- 
pitals possess children's wards, and here also came the same 
paralyzing regulation, viz : the exclusion of infants under two 
years except in m6st urgent cases. Secondly, the infants ad- 
mitted to the out patient department were seen by the assist- 
ant physicians together with adult patients, or in many cases 
relegated to the obstetric department. In the majority of 
these, the infants with all their representative maladies, 
passed to the resident obstetric oflScer, who dealt with their 
ailments as best he could. What means had he enjoyed for ob- 
taining a knowledge of this subject? He had been left as un- 
taught on this branch as all other students having had little 
or no opportunity of learning it at his own hospital under 
skilled teachers, and had probably never sought it elsewhere. 
The picture drawn by Dr. Cheadle of the present state of 
education with regard to the disease of children, was dark 
and unsatisfactory, and was a true representation of the posi- 
tion of this question in the great majority of the medical 
schools of Great Britain. A few, however, had instituted a 
better order of things. Scotland had led the way : at the 
Universities of Edinburg and Aberdeen, systematic instruc- 
tion was given both clinically and by course of lecture. At 
Owens College and at Charing Cross, in London, a similar 
improvement has been carried out with good results. Changes 
in this direction, on a more limited scale, had been made at 
one or two other schools. But these were exceptions; in 
most of them nothing had been done, the old order remains, 
and the result appeared in the striking deficiency of knowledge 
shown by the candidates in examination. As to the remedy, 
he should not pretend to lay down any detailed scheme, but 
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the points of main importance in any reform should he these : 
1° Let the examining bodies make it clear, by insertions in 
their regulations and schedules, that a competent knowledge 
of the diseases of children will be required of candidates in 
the final examination. 2^ Let there also be required, as a 
as a part of hospital practice, an attendance of three months 
on a course of clinical instruction in the diseases of children, 
which shall include those of early infancy, at either a general 
or a special hospital. 3° Let children under two years of age be 
admitted freely to the children's wards of the general hospi- 
tals and the special hospitals. 4^ Let an organized system of 
instruction, both practical and clinical instruction and lectures 
be introduced at each medical school. 

SURGERY. 

Injections of Sublimate in the Treatment of Cold 
Abscesses. — Richet states that for several years past he has 
replaced the time-honored injections of tincture of iodine, in 
the treatment of hydroceles and cold abscesses, with Van 
Swieten's liquor. He says that while a little more time was 
required to effect a cure, the general results were far pleas- 
anterto both patient and practitioner. The liquor should be 
warmed to the temperature of the body before injection. In 
hydrocele care must be taken not to introduce into the tunica 
vaginalis too much of the fluid, and to leave it in contact with 
the part from two to three minutes only. With these pre- 
cautions its use is painless. 

Nerve-Stretching. — A paper on nerve-stretching pre- 
sented to the American Surgical Association by Dr. N. P. 
Dandridge, concludes as follows : 

1°. That nerve-stretching should be condemned in all 
forms of central disease, such as tabes, myelitis, etc. 2^. 
That it offers little prospect of relief in tetanus. 3°. That it 
should be regarded as a reliable method in cases of persistent 
neuralgia and peripheral paralysis of sensation in the extrem- 
ities. 4°. That stretching the facial is indicated in tic-con- 
vulsif. 5°. That further trial is justified in reflex epilepsy. 
6°. That stretching the lingual should be tried in painful af- 
fections of the tongue. 7®. That resection should always be 
preferred to stretching in the spinal accessory and in the 
branches of the fifth nerve except the linjgual. 
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Treatment of Abscess. — An interesting paper on the 
treatment of acute abscesses, based upon their etiology 
and treatment is contributed to the New York Medical Journal 
by Dr. LeRoy W. Hubbard. He regards the following as the 
best plan of treatment after the abscess has formed : 

1^. The immediate removal, as far as possible^ of the pus 
already formed. 2^. The destruction of any microbes which 
may remain in the abscess cavity. 3^ The prevention of 
the entrance of new germs from the outside. 

The bichloride of mercury is regarded as the best germi- 
cide by this author, and he recommends the solution of 
1:2000 for this purpose. 

Ovariotomy in a Child. — Mr. Wm. G. MacKenzie, Surgeon 
to the Belfast Hospital for sick children, details a successful 
case of ovariotomy performed on a girl eight and one-half 
years old, in the Dublin Journal of Medical Science. The 
child'was delicate and had been ailing for six months pre- 
viously. She measured around the abdomen midway between 
the ensiform cartilage and umbilicus 24.5 inches ; at the 
umbilicus, 23.5 inches. The cyst was unilocular, and dermoid 
in character. It was removed by means of a median incision 
2.5 inches long, about two and a half quarts of fluid being 
evacuated. The patient made an uninterrupted recovery and 
has continued in good health since. 

Imperforate Anus. — At a special meeting of the Alle- 
ghany County Medical Society, held Sept. 18, last, Dr. J. D. 
Thomas reported a case of a female infant which presented 
an absence of urethra and anus. An opening from the blad- 
der and one from the rectum into the vagina were discovered 
by the probe. Under anesthesia an opening was established 
in the perineum ; a bent probe was passed into the rectum 
through the vagina and was the guide for the knife. The 
child died. He thought it well to wait for perhaps 48 hours 
or more in these cases to see if nature will press down the 
rectum, and in that way give an idea as to where it is located. 
Dr. Buchanan about two years ago, saw, with Dr. Christie, of 
Allegheny, a case of imperforate anus which was operated on. 
It was a male child, born the night before. There was no 
sign of an anus at all. Dr. Christie passed a bistoury up in 
front of the sacrum, and after it had entered about an inch, 
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some meconium appeared, and he then enlarged the opening 
with his finger. The child did well and is living to-day. Dr. 
Haselton had two cases of that kind occurring in his practice 
in Alleghany, one of them a male child, perfectly developed 
in every other respect. There was no indication of an anus 
or a place for an anus. He operated on this case immediately, 
making every possible effort to find the gut. He could not 
introduce the smallest probe. 
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Disinfection and Disinfectants. By the Committee on 
Disinfectants of the American Public Health Association. 
8vo, pp. 226. Illustrated with 68 wood engravings. [Con- 
cord, N. H. Irving A. Watson, Sec'y Public Health As- 
sociation, 1888. Price $2.00. 

No book of greater value to physicians and sanitarians, 
thaii the one before us has ever been issued from the press of 
any country. It consists of a series of essays by George M. 
Sternberg, M. D., Surgeon U. S. Army; Joseph H. Raymond, 
M. D.; Victor C. Vaughan, M. D., Ph. D.; Charles Smart, 
M. D., Surgeon U. S. Army; George H. Roh6, M. D.; Joseph 
Holt, M. D.; Samuel H. Durgin, M. D., and J. B. Duggan, 
M. D., all of whom are too well known to need any introduc- 
tion from us, or further designation of title or residence. 

These men were appointed by the Public Health Associa- 
tion to undertake and carry out the investigation and experi- 
mental work in determining the value of disinfectants in ref- 
erence to the prevention and treatment of disease. Of the 
importance of their labors and the great value of their report 
as a practical guide to the physician and sanitarian, it is 
scarcely necessary to speak. 

In glancing over the book we find that a large amount of 
original work is devoted to the various micro-organisms, and 
in determining the value of many of the so-called disinfect- 
ants and germicides. The biological work was conducted 
mostly at the Johns Hopkins University, under the super- 
vision of Dr. Sternberg, and at the University of Michigan, 
under Dr. Vaughan. Various apparatus used for disinfecting 
purposes, as well as the admirable quarantine system at New 
Orleans, are fully described and illustrated. The chapter on 
Ptomaines, by Dr. Vaughan, is of great value, as might be 
expected from those who have watched the career of this com- 
paratively young but thorough and ardent experimenter. 

Copies of the work may be had by addressing the Secretary 
of the Public Health Association as above. 
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Citerarg ZTotes, 

The International Journal of Surgery and Antiseptics 
for October contained an excellent likeness of the late Dr. C. 
R. Agnew, of New York. The subscription price of this 
Journal is $1.00 per annum, single copies 30 cts. Dr. F. 
King, the business manager, is located m New York, P. O. 
Box 587. 

The Transactions of the Medical Society of the State 
of California for 1888, form a handsome, well printed octavo 
volume of 336 pages. There are but few papers in this vol* 
ume, the majority of the contributions being the reports of 
committees. In this society the committees which are 
appointed, unlike those of many others, do their work and, 
in this instance, have done it well. Of course, a number of 
the sub-reports are papers and they give evidence of the good 
work which is being done in medicine on the Pacific coast. 

The Journal of Ophthalmology, Otology and Laryn- 
gology, is the title of a new quarterly to be issued in Janu- 
ary, 1889, from the press of A. L. Chatterton & Co., of New 
York. It will be edited by Geo. S. Norton, M. D.,. assisted 
by Chas. Deady, M. D. Subscription price $3.00 per year. 
The Journal will be devoted to original articles upon the 
three specialties and made of the highest practical value to 
all interested in the eye, ear and throat. In addition to origi- 
nal papers by prominent authorities the immense mass of 
material found at the New York Ophthalmological Hospital 
will be utilized. 

Diseases of the Liver by Dujardin-Beaumetz, of Paris, 
scarcely needs an introduction. The present translation by 
Dr E. P. Hurd, has been authorized by the author and pub- 
lished in the Physicians' Leisure Library by Geo. S. Davis, of 
Detroit. We have but one objection to make and this is one 
for which the translator is responsible. He has not been suf- 
ficiently specific in some places ; e. g., on page 155 he gives 
the directions as **four to six spoonfuls a day.'' He should 
have said teaspoonfuls, as that was what was clearly intended. 
In other respects the translation is excellent and we heartily 
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recommend this little book of 185 pages to each one of our 
readers. They will derive from it in practical results many 
times over the exceedingly low price at which it is issued — 25 
cents. 

Books and Pamphlets Received. — The Theorv and 
Practice of the Ophthalmoscope. By John Herbert Claioorne, 
Jr.. M. D. The rhysicians' Leisure Library. Detroit: Geo. S. 
Davis, 1888. Price 25 cents ; Xeroderma Pigmentosum. By 
Buchanan Klophel, M. D. (Reprint from the N. Y. Medical 
Record, June 2, 1888) ; Electrolysis ; its Value in Diagnosis, 
as well as in Treatment of Intra- Abdominal and Intra-Pel- 
vic Tumors, by the Aid of a New Instrument. By Eugene C. 
Gehrung, M. D. (Reprint from Am, Jour. ofOhat, andDis, of 
Women and Childreny Aug. 1888) ; Ueber doppelte Primar- 
syphilide a distance. Beitrag zur Frage von der syphilitischen 
Autoinfection. Von Dr. A. H. Ohmann-Dumesnil. (Bonder 
Abdruck aus Monatshefte fuer PraJctische Dermatologies No. 
8, 1888. 

The Theory and Practice of the Ophthalmoscope by 
Dr. John Herbert Claiborne, Jr., is one of the most useful of 
the Physicians' Leisure Hour Series for 1888. Beginning 
with a simple exposition of the elementary principles of 
optics, the author leads us to the consideration of the eye as 
an optical instrument, explaining the various defects that 
are met with. We then have a description of the ophthalmos- 
cope, followed by that of the different methods of examination, 
which are taken up separately and elucidated in a manner 
that makes the whole matter perfectly clear to the beginner 
in this line of medical aids to diagnosis. The vessel test and 
the shadow test have a chapter devoted to each, the brochure 
terminating with a few well chosen hints on mydriatics. The 
publisher, Geo. 8. Davis, of Detroit, forwards this pamphlet 
of 77 pages upon receipt of 25 cents. 

The Century. — Good, invariably interesting, and exqui- 
sitely illustrated as this journal is at the present time, its 
prospectus for 1889 and the remainder of this year, fairly 
makes one's ** mouth water '* for the promised feast. To com- 
mence with, there will be the ** Century Gallery of Italian 
Masters," in which Italian art, from the Byzantine period 
down to Tintoretto, will be described by W, J. Stillmann and 
illustrated by Timothy Cole from the original pictures. In 
America wood engraving has reached its highest development, 
and Mr. Cole is admitted to be the exponent of the highest 
form of. the art. These pictures when finished will be a revela- 
tion even to those who know these facts. Kennan's Siberia 
will progress in interest as the months go by. He will finish 
up the Exile System, and in later articles will describe 
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Irkutnb, a vieit to and talk with the Grand Lama (of Thibet) 
and will also give an account of the Mines of Kara. Mr. 
Cable will give a aeries of " Strange bat True Stories of Loaisi- 
ana." la fiction, Mrs, Mary Hartwell Catherwood will give 
ua the Romance of Dollard, an hiBtortcal novel of the early 
days of Canada. The " War " aeriea will be represented by 
the Authorized Life of Lincoln (now running) and a series of 
articles on varioaa war topics from writers on both sides of 
the qnestion. " Bible Lands" will be written up and illus- 
trated by E. L. Wilson, with whose pen and camera we are 
all familiar. The"FarWeBt" willnarea not less futhful 
historian and portraver in Mr. Theo. Roosevelt, illustrated 
besides by Mary H&llock Poote in s series of full page pic- 
tures. A aeries of Irish-American stories, Lafarge's notes and 
studies in Japan and Charles de Kay's papers on Ireland com- 
plete the bill of fare. Is the menu not a good one? 



IN MEMORIAH. 

OF ELEANAH WILLIAMS, THK FATHBB Of SPECIALISUIM AUBBICA. 



Elkanah Williams was the son of Isaac Williams. The 
father was a soldier under Jackson in the war of 1812, and 
afterwards moved with his family from East Tennessee to 
Lawrence county, Indiana, before the Indians bad all left that 
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country, and settled in the dense, green woods on the banks of 
White river. 

Elkanah was born in this new home Dec. 19, 1822, and after- 
wards became the celebrated Dr. E. Williams of Cincinnati, 
Ohio. He died of apoplexy Oct. 6, 1888, at Pittsburg, Pa. 

The history of his whole life is crowded full of fascinating 
incidents and events, but his history as it pertains to medi- 
cine and his chosen specialty of ophthalmology and otology 
is of the greatest interest to medical men everywhere. Being 
a plow boy till he was nearly grown, his early education was 
very limited, but his lack of early educational opportunity 
was to a great extent compensated for by his extraordinary 
ability to acquire knowledge, easily and always to use this 
knowledge to the best advantage. His father fortunately 
gratified him in his earnest desire for education. 

The first three-fourths of his collegiate course was taken 
at Bloomington, Ind., in the Indiana State University. On 
account of some disagreement with the President of the Uni- 
versity, he and several of his classmates went to Asbury (now 
DePaw) University and graduated in 1846. 

He immediately began to ^^read" medicine and soon 
thereafter entered the Medical College at Louisville, Ky., 
where he had the good luck to have the renowned S. D. Gross 
for one of his medical and surgical teachers. In their inter- 
course in college they became fast friends and remained so 
till death removed the lamented Gross. 

With the title of M. D., in his pocket. Dr. Williams proudly 
returned to Bedford, the county seat of his native county, and 
began the laborious life of a country physician in 1850. 

He had previously married Miss Sarah L. Farmer, who 
lived not far from where he was boi'n and raised. She lived 
only about three years, leaving two children, both girls. 
Partly to get away from his grief and partly to better prepare 
himself for his professional work, the husband and father de- 
termined to attend medical lectures again, and returned to 
Louisville where he spent a winter, assisting and listening to 
Prof. Gross. 

By spring Gross had persuaded him to settle permanently 
in Cincinnati. He moved immediately to that place, openea 
an office and began to wait for business. At the end of the 
twelve months he had earned five dollars, but could not col- 
lect it I He has often detailed his first Cincinnati experience 
to the writer and to young medical men in his presence, by 
way of encouragement to wait and watch. 

Not being excessively inflated by the experience of his first 
year of city work. Dr. Williams determined upon a '* new 
departure" and announced his purpose to devote tfte bal- 
ance of his life to the exclusive treatment of diseases of the 
eye ; in other words, to make a specialty of ophthalmology. 



314 Editorial Dbfabtment. [Not., 

The writer is unable to state what incident or accident in his 
life influenced him to take up this specialty. With tliis defi- 
nitely fixed purpose before him he started to Paris, France, 
Oct. 22nd, 18i52, resolutely determined to master and acquire 
all that was known on that subject. To this end he spent 
about two years in Paris under the very best ophthalmolo- 
gists of that day. 

He then went to Germany, still intent upon knowing all 
that could be learned of his chosen specialty, where he spent 
a year or more under the profound teachings of the good Pro- 
fessor Arlt in Prague, and the learned and kind Professor 
Graefe in Berlin. By his intercourse with the teachers and 
people of France and Germany, and by hard study and close 
application, he thoroughly mastered the languages of both 
countries. 

It so happened that just at the time he was in Germany 
Helmholtz discoyered the ophthalmoscope. He, along witn 
Professors Arlt and Graefe first put that simple yet wonderful 
instrument to practical use. They learned the use of the 
instrument together. They were teachers, each of the other. 

Haying finished his work in Germany, Dr. Williams jour- 
neyed to London, taking with him the first ophthalmoscope 
eyer brought to that great city^ where he had the pleasure, as 
well as the distinction, of starting Bowman, Critchet, Macken- 
zie and others in the use of the wonderful instrument from 
Germany. What a new world it opened up to the minds of 
these master ophthalmologists of that great metropolis ! How 
strange that this obscure plow-boy from Lawrence county, 
Indiana, should be actually teaching the old men of the 
Metropolis of the world the most important things pertaining 
to their chosen specialty 1 Yet such was the fact. 

The introduction of this instrument gaye the Indiana boy 
great prominence in London, and it is said that he was actu- 
ally placed in charge of one of the large institutions there, 
deyoted to the treatment of diseases of the eye. Of this the | 

writer has never heard him speak. I 

Dr. Mackenzie, one of the earliest yoluminous writers on 
ophthalmology, possibly in his first work, has given a full j 

account of the ophthalmoscope and its first introduction in 
London by Dr. E. Williams, of America, together with an 
account of the wonders the little instrument reveals to the 
oculist. { 

But time was rapidly passing — too rapidly in fact, to suit \ 

the desires and wishes of the man from the *' Hoosier State." 
In a few months he finished his work in London and reluct- 
antly (on account of his surroundings there) took ship for his 
native land, which he loved so dearly. 

He returned to Cincinnati in Feb. 1856, and after a short 
visit to his child (one child died while he was abroad) and 
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friends in Indiana, which visit the writer distinctly remem- 
bers, he returned to that city and began the marvelously sue- 
<)essful work of his life— *the treatment of diseases of the eye. 

Riches did not at once pour down upon him like floods 
from the bursting of a water cloud. He had not yet passed 
his full allotment of painful and anxious waiting and watch- 
ing. Business soon began to come, but very slowly at first. 
It was several years before it could be said that he was mak- 
ing even a good living. Soon after he returned to Cincinnati 
he married, April 7th, 1857, Miss Sallie B. McGrew, who, 
having been born and raised there and standing high in the 
social life of the city, greatly aided him in extending his ac- 
quaintance. After a while people began to learn that he was 
a thoroughly educated man and that he was devoting his 
time exclusively to the treatment of diseases of the eye and 
that he was fully prepared to treat them skillfully and suc- 
<sessfully. When these facts became known business began 
to crowd upon him from all points and kept him on the move 
till the day of his disability. He himself attributed his great 
success in securing business to the friendly influence of his 
medical friends and medical men generally, in the city and 
43urrounding country. None of them were able to treat dis- 
eases of the eye successfully and were glad enough to turn all 
«uch cases over to a specialist in that line. 

His grand success began soon after the late war broke out. 
From that time until he had to give up on account of failing 
health, two years since, he was pressed with work almost be- 
yond human endurance. Patients came thick and fast from 
all parts of the country. 

The amount of labor he performed during the past 30 years 
was simply enormous. 

Dr. E. Williams has the distinction of having been the 
:first specialist in the United States, and for that reason may 
properly and justly be designated the father of specialism 
IN AMERICA. For many long years after he began to work in his 
Bpecialty, he practically had a monopoly in his line of the en- 
tire country lying west of a north and south line through Pitts- 
burg. Early in his career, he had quite a larse business from 
the far Eastern States. Soon, however, good and competent 
specialists sprang up in the Eastern cities and cut that field 
largely ofi from him. 

In a general way, it is not too much to say, and the facts 
warrant the statement, that Dr. Williams enjoyed the best and 
most universal reputation among the people at large of any 
professional man in America. The fact tnat he practically had 
the field to himself so long, particularly in the West and 
South, is one good reason why that should be the case. How- 
ever, the amount of successful work he did was sufficient to 
establish an abiding reputation for any man in any country. 
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But he had an opportunity — that of a practical monopoly for 
years — which no man can ever hope to have in the future. 

So far as the writer knows. Dr. Williams never gave spe- 
cial attention to diseases of the ear while in Europe. After he 
began to treat diseases of the eye, he gradually took up the 
treatment of ear affections, and became an otologist as well as 
an ophthalmologist. At that time, no physician pretended to 
treat the ear for any ailment ; consequently, people naturally 
came to him for treatment ; knowing that he treated eyes, 
they supposed he treated ears also, as tbe two organs are close 
neighbors. Thus it happened that he first began to treat ears. 
He rapidly became expert, and soon built up a large and lucra- 
tive business in that line. 

About the close of the late war, Dr. Williams, together 
with several medical friends, revived and reorganized the Old 
Miami Medical College, and he became Professor of Ophthal- 
mology in the school ; which position he held till failing 
health compelled him to give it up. This was the first special 
professorship ever established in America. 

As a medical lecturer and teacher, Dr. Williams had very 
few equals. He was a fine talker, and had a most excellent 
command of language. 

As a popular, and particularly as a serio-comic lecturer, he 
was hard to surpass. He possessed the ability — the rare gift 
— of being able to make ^^sidit-splitting" fun whenever he 
tried. Thousands of people all over the country, who have . 

heard his comic lectures, will attest this statement. 

He had a real passion for talking ; he laved to t^lk, and his 
talk was always entertaining and instructive, as well as ele- 
vating. In this respect, his greatest passion lay in the direc- 
tion of anecdotes, and he could tell them as well as any 
man that ever lived. Of telling jokes, he never tired. In 
his busiest moments, he was always ready to stop and tell a 
joke and have a good laugh. The writer assisted him a great 
deal in his professional work, and usually administered chlo- 
roform for operations, and has been repeatedly worried by 
his stopping to tell some one a joke while the patient was un- i 

der chloroform, waiting for an operation. This is a good illus- 
tration of his ruling passion. 

Dr. Williams had five brother8,who lived to advanced age, 
but all died before he did. Like himself, they too loved to 
talk and were likewise excessively fond of telling jokes, and 
they were good joke-tellers, too. Whenever he would return 
to his native county in Indiana and meet his brothers, the 
jokes and roaring and *'atd«-«pKtiingf" laughter would al- 
ternate till the small hours of the morning, and be resumed 
early next day. These laughs became known as '^Williams' 
Laughs" — genuine outpouring of Hoosier mirth — the like of . 
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which has seldom been witnessed elsewhere. Dr. Williams 
enjoyed these occasions supremely. 

He also loved company and congenial companionship. 
This would be a natural inference from his love of talking 
and passion for telling stories. 

Dr. Williams enjoyed life as much as any man that ever 
lived. He had the rare faculty of being able to gather inspi- 
ration from all things, both great and small, and from even 
every circumstance of life. He enjoyed the grand and sub- 
lime just as keenly as he did the ridiculous. His nature was 
by no means all mirth. The sober side of life — the reality of 
being — had a very large place in his nature. He lived in the 
full enjoyment of an unwavering faith in a resurrection from 
the dead and of living again beyond the grave in perfect joy. 
'^ I love Him (Jesus) supremely " was among the last woras 
he uttered. 

He was liberal to a fault. He made a great deal of money, 
but spent it most lavishly in charitable deeds and for the enjoy- 
ment of himself and family. He did an enormous amount of 
professional charity work: much more than he should have 
done for his own good. 

He was uniformly good-natured and good-humored ; had a 
kind word for everybody. The writer knows, from personal 
experience, that he often had in his professional work inci- 
dents that would vex a saint. Now and then he would be 
greatly annoyed, but would laugh over the matter the next 
moment. The writer witnessed this incident : 

A pompous, self-important man came in and told him that 
he wanted a most critical examination made of his eyes ; it 
might take a great deal of time, but the examination must be 
made. The doctor looked at the man and saw at a glance that 
his pupils would have to be dilated before he could examine 
his eyes, and was about to put in a drop of atropine solution 
to prepare them for the examination. The man jumped half 
across the room, saying, in a loud voice : ^' I allow nothing to 
be put into my eyes till I have had a profound consultation." 
The doctor turned quietly and walked into the next room, and 
said to a friend : '' The fools are not all dead yet." The pomp- 
ous man walked out of the ofl&ce. 

In the course of his professional work, Dr. Williams wrote 
a great deal for medical journals on various matters in his 
specialty, but never wrote a regular and complete work. This 
is to be regretted, as he was greatly gifted as a writer. At one 
time, he announced his purpose of writing a standard work 
on ophthalmology, but he could never find the time to do it. 

His life was singularly pure and exemplary. If any man 
ever departed this life pure in heart, he certainly did. He had 
practically no enemies ; his friends are legion. He possessed 
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the rare power of making fast friendB of all with whom he 
came in contact. 

The' secular press has stated that the failure of an opera* 
tion he made about two years ago was the cause of his mental 
trouble. This is a mistake. The operation referred to was a 
cataract extraction. The eye simply failed to heal, as may 
happen after any operation. At least two years previous to the 
time of the operation, he revealed to the writer evidences of 
approaching mental failure. 

He leaves a widow and a grown daughter, now Mrs. Henry 
Sturges, of Mansfield, O., and a host of relatives in Indiana. 

Dr. Williams faithfully devoted his laborious life to a spe- 
cialty, whose object and aim is to restore sight to the blind 
and hearing to the deaf — a truly Divine work. 

Grand man I Noble soul I Thou hast finished the good 
work of thy life ; thou hast done it well and hast gone to thy 
reward. Rest thou in profound peace and rise to everlasting 
joy ! 



BENJAMIN J. FRIMM, M. D. 

It is not often that we are called upon to deplore the loss 
of one so generally esteemed and so nighly respected as our 
late professional brother, Dr. Benj. J. Primm. Of a naturally 
vigorous intellect, which had been finely developed by a gener- 
ous early education,he entered enthusiastically upon the study 
of medicine, which he pursued with easy success, coining 
into the ranks in the full bloom of youth and taking a posi- 
tion, which one could well see, would be soon crowned with 
reward. How quietly and unostentiously he comported him- 
self as one to the manner born; with what a dignity he elevated 
himself above the petty envies, jealousies and manoeuvres of 
every-day life, because he was the true gentleman. His intel- 
lect was too large to be deceived by the pretensions of small 
minds ; his morals too high to condescend to any sympathy 
with the baser elements of our nature. He looked to be the 
physician in every sense of the word ; he was the true physi- 
cian in the highest acceptations of the term. Was it tnis too 
refined nature which yielded to the shocks and blows unfelt 
by coarser material; was the instrument too delicately attuned 
for the touch of careless and unskilled hands ? There are such 
natures; would there were more of them to temper the rude 
blasts which carry to destruction everything before them I In 
these days of intense business activity, there is little time to 
stop and think of whither away. The physician utters some 
feeble remonstrance to his patient, but too often he is carried 
along with the current, and nothing is left but an imperturb- 
able indifference as the tide moves on. 
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Dr. Primin died all too soon for the bright prospects which 
were opening before him ; we can hardly accept with sub- 
mission the loss of one to whom we had assigned a position 
prominent in the world's judgment. He himself seemed to 
realise the greatness of his life's work, yet, nothing daunted, 
gave to it that intensity of action which would have accom- 
plished it all, humanly considered, if the allotted period had 
been allowed him. Perhaps he was too impatient of delay ; 
perhaps exhausted nature gave way, goaded to the extreme. 

Those who were most intimate with him, looked with 
anxiety during the last few months of his life upon his cease- 
less activity, and when warnings came, which he himself 
could not ignore, of failing mental strength, it was felt that 
he had gone too far ever, perhaps, to be his former self. And 
the blow came in a moment, under which he staggered and 
fell, to rise again and stand erect, to the elated hopes of all 
his friends, for a little while, and again in a little while he was 
stricken down, to rise no more. 

He died early, but let us not forget that the few years of 
his life shed some lustre about our paths, and if for naught 
else, served as our guide and our sweet honor. 

Action op the Faculty of the St. Louis Medical College. 

At a meeting of the Faculty of the St. Louis Medical Col- 
lege, held on Sept. lOih, 1888, in response to a special call to 
take a.ction on the death of Benjamin J, Primm, M. D., Pro- 
fessor of Anatomy, the following resolutions from the com- 
mittee appointed for the purpose, were adopted : 

Resolved, that the death of our colleague, Prof. Benjamin 
J. Primm, M. D., in the prime of his life, deprives this col* 
lege of one of its mo6t useful members. In his short career 
as a teacher, he had attained to remarkable proficiency in his 
chair, which, with a peculiar aptitude for imparting instruc- 
tion, redounded to his own reputation and gave results emi- 
nently satisfactory to the college. 

Resolved, tbat as a physician, he was highly esteemed 
and respected by his professional brethren, not only for the 
noble virtues which actuated him in his association with suf- 
fering humanity, but for his untiring industry in promoting 
the advance of medical science. 

Resolved, that as a man, he endeared himself to the pro- 
fession and the community by his kindly disposition and the 
entire unselfishness of his nature , and inspired a confidence 
commensurate with the highest probity and honor. 

R$solved, that we shall always hold his memory dear, and 
as we realize our own great loss, we can turn to those upon 
whom the affliction falls most heavily and offer our sincere 
sympathy in their bereavement. 
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Resolved^ that these resolutions be entered upon the rec- 
ords of the Faculty, and a copy sent to the family of the de- 
ceased and published in the medical journals of the city. 

f Prof. E. H. Gregory, M. D., 
Prof. H. H. MuDD, M. D., 
Prof. W. E. FiscHEL, M. D., 

^Prof. J. S. B. Alleyne, M. D. 



Committee 



Action op Alumni Society. 

Whereas, The invisible hand of Death has again fallen 
upon us, and borne from our midst a comrade — one whose 
brief but brilliant career was full of accomplishment and an 
earnest of greater success in the future ; one whose graces of 
character had won our esteem, whose brilliancy of intellect 
compelled our admiration, our friend and fellow alumnus, 
Benjamin J. Primm, and 

Whereas^ We desire to express our sorrow at his loss and 
our sympathy with his family m their bereavement. There- 
fore be it 

Resolved, That in him our profession mourns an earnest, 
successful worker, whose example was an incentive to better 
effort, and whose success and promise was its pride. That 
the Association has lost a valued and efficient member, and 
that, personally, we have lost a friend to whom we could 
ever turn with confidence for counsel or encouragement. 

Resolvedj That we extend our heartfelt sympathy to his 
family, the shadow of whose sorrow has fallen on us also. 

Resolved, That these resolutions be spread upon the rec- 
ords of this Association, that a copy of them be sent to the 
family of the deceased, and that they be printed in the medi- 
cal press. ^ 

J. Friedman, 

J. B. Shapleigh, 

Geo. Homan, \ 

Committee. < 

■ 

DR. L. N. RQ8SELL, OF MEXICO, MO. ! 

The Audrain County Medical Society, at its regular 
monthly meeting, held October 6th, at Mexico, Mo.^ passed , 

a series of resolutions upon the death of Dr. L. N. Russell, ] 

late of Linton District, from which we extract the following : 

'' Death under any and all circumstances is a solemn thing 
to contemplate, and in the present instance is peculiarly dis- 
tressing. ■ The deceased was a man in the prime of mature 
manhood, rich in experience and observation, useful in every 
walk of life, esteemed, respected and beloved by all ; a man 
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who will be missed not only by his family and friends, but by 
all his professional brethren, and by the people generally 
whom he so faithfully served ; a man modest, capable and 
eminent, with a warm heart and clear head, of original thought, 
conservative action, patient, dignified and manly man ; cour- 
teous, forceful, truthful, obliging, kind and faithful ; an orna- 
ment to his profession, to his family and to his people, and 
leaving a career whose example is well worthy of imitation." 
The usual resolutions of condolence with the family of the 
deceased followed. 

Addresses eulogistic of Dr. Russell were made by Drs. 
French, Hamilton, Nichols and others, all of whom were 
much affected by the death of their friend and associate. 



L0I8EL L. PAPIN, M. D. 

Resolutions on the death of Dr. Loisel L. Papin. 
Whereas, We have lost by death, one of ouj number, Dr. 
L. Loisel Papin, be it 

Resolved, That the Alumni Association of the St. Louis 
Medical College hereby express the sorrow of its members in 
the loss of one of the youngest, most promising and pleasing 
of their number. Be it further 

Resolved, That the Association extends its deepest sympa- 
thy to the relatives of the departed. Be it further 

Resolvedy That the above form a part of the records of the 
Association ; also that a copy be furnished the medical press 
for publication. 

Greenfield Sluder, 
G. S. Miller, 
M. C. Murray, 
St. Louis, Sept. 8, 1888. 



A Good Idea Concerning Diplomas. — There are some 
things, at least, that more civilized nations may learn with 
advantage from the **un8peakableTurk." While in European 
countries and in America the diploma of a deceased physi- 
cian is frequently utilized as one of the assets by the sorrow- 
ing relatives, and sold to some aspiring quack who either as- 
sumes the name of the deceased or skillfully changes it to his 
own in the document, in Turkey, by a decree of the Sultan, 
a.s soon as a physician dies his diploma must be turned over 
to the authorities who return it to the college from which it 
emanated. 
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Dr. Moses Baker, of Stockwell, Ind., recently died. He 
was the first surgeon in his State who performed C»sarian 
section^ and saved both mother and child on that occasion. 

The American Orthopaedic Association elected the fol- 
lowing officers for the ensuing year: Prerident^ Dr. E. H. 
Bradford, of Boston ; First Vice-President^ Dr. Benjamin Lee, 
of Philadelphia ; Second Hce-PresiderU^Dr. V. P. Gibney, of 
New York ; Secretary and Treasurer, Dr. R. W. Lovett, of 
Boston. 

A Dictionary of Specialists is the latest calamity threat- 
ening England. It is to be prepared by a non-medical, enter- 
prising individual, and he is now busily engaged sending cir- 
culars of inquiry to his intended victims. How the British 
mind will be able to bear up under this infliction added to the 
White Chapel Horrors, it is difficult to predict. 

Saccharin as an Antiseptic. — Meier (Bulletins et M^mo- 
ires de la Soditi de Midecine Pratique), has made a number 
of investigations concerning the antiseptic properties of sac- 
charin, and has found that a 3:1000 solution is more efficient 
than a 15:1000 of boric acid. It is also more efficient, be 
claims, than a 1:1000 solution of either carbolic or salicylic 
acid. 
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Dr. Mark Francis, a graduate in the Veterinary Depart- 
ment of the Ohio State University, and a former pupil of Dr. 
H. J. Detmers, has been appointed chief of the biological and 
experimental laboratory of the Agricultural and Mechanical ' 

College of Texas, situated at College Station, Brazos County, • 

Texas. So pleased were the state college authorities with l 

Dr. Francis that they have given him carte blanche to fit up •; 

the laboratory with every requirement for scientific research (J 

and teaching in that department of science. 
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Keeping within Bounds*— The following palpable hit 
was found lately in a fugitive sheet: 

Said a distinguished patient to his physician : '* Doctor, 
will you hand me my medicine, please?" 

'* Excuse me, sir," responded the man of science, *'but I 
am only connected with the bulletin part of your case* 
Another doctor will be here directly." 

The New York Medical Reqord is to be congratulated 
upon the fine piece of newspaper work which it achieved dur- 
ing the latter days of September. The Congress of American 
Physicians and Surgeons met in Washington Sept. 18, 19 and 
20, and the next issue of the Record contained a good report 
of the transactions of all the meetings that were held. We 
have made a few exerpts from this number, and can only con- 
gratulate American medical journalism in possessing a mem- 
ber having such enterprise as the Record. 

How to Suppress a Sneeze. — In the Journal de Goncourt 
the following paragraph appears : It is forbidden to wipe 
your nose or even to sneeze in the presence of a sovereign of 
Germany. An embassadress of my acquaintaince was unfor- 
tunate enough to be suffering with a bad cold when it was 
necessary for her to attend court. Luckily for her she had 
become a favorite with an old camerara major, in whose family 
the secret art of suppressing a sneeze while in the royal pres- 
ence, had been handed down as an heirloom from generation 
io generation, and the old lady revealed the secret to her. It 
consists in pinching the aiiterior cartilage of the nose in a cer- 
tain fashion. A sneeze can almost always be aborted by pres- 
sing the upper lip firmly with the forefinger. 

Mercury in Syphilis. — The Medical Register, of Phila- 
delphia, quotes, entire, an article appearing on page 235 of 
the October number of this Journal, and refers to it as a 
*' Novice's Opinion of Mercury in Syphilis." The Register 
states that the writer ''needs to read the literature of his 
profession and learn of the destruction produced upon the 
tissues very often by the injudicious use of mercury, etc." The 
writer of this bit of cheap advice should understand 
plain English before attempting to pose in the role of a critic; 
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when he does he will find that the "novice's" ideas are 
substantially those of Bumstead and Taylor, Keyes, Zeissl, 
Sigmund, Ricord, Fournier, Hutchison, Lee, and a host of 
others, equally well known as syphilographers. 

Chlorofonn Water is, according to Unna, an excellent 
vehicle to prevent decomposition in certain medicinal solu- 
tions. It has antimycotic properties and is an excellent pre- 
servation of solutions of morphia, Fowler's solution, etc. 

Circumcision in Berlin. — From this time forwards, cir- 
cumcision, among the Israelites of Berlin, must be performed 
by physicians only. This is in accord with a resolution 
adopted by the representatives of the Israelite community of 
that city. 

Syphilitic Infection in Court. — An interesting case has 
been recently decided in a court of Paris. A syphilitic child 
known to be such by its parents, transmitted the disease to 
its nurse. The latter thereupon sued the parents who were 
mulcted in the sum of 100 francs each as a fine and a total of 
2,000 francs was awarded the nurse as damages. The court 
based its decision upon the article of the penal code which 
provides for the infliction of blows and wounds, claiming that 
the analogy so far as seriously injuring the health and putting 
life in danger, existed. 

Ferran Heard from Again. — Ferran, the Spanish physi- 
cian whose claims to have discovered ** a preventive vaccina- 
tion against cholera " filled the secular and medical press a 
year or two ago, has for some time past maintained a discreet 
retirement. The recent claims of Dr. Gamaleya, the Russian 
pupil of Pasteur, and the presentation of the same before the 
Acad6mie by the latter, have, however, been too much for the I' 

equanimity of the Spaniard. He has lately made another de- 
but, and in an open letter to Pasteur claims priority in the 
alleged discovery over all comers^ and demands that his name 
be inscribed as a contestant for the prix Bryant, It is scarcely 
likely that Ferran's demand to be allowed to enter the lists of 
contestants for this prize will be allowed, as he was shut out 
from the Acad6mie when in the height of his notoriety on ac- 
count of his charlatanesque methods. 
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Carbolate of Mercury. — This preparation which has been 
lately so highly vauntedln the treatment of syphilis, possesses 
the following formula : 



c! i,o } H« + H'O 



It is prepared by adding to a weak solution of bichloride 
of mercury, a saturated solution of carbonate of potassium 
and an alcoholic solution of carbolate of potassium. The re- 
sultant precipitate, which is at first yellow and then becomes 
white, is dried by means of sulphuric acid under a bell-glass, 
and constitutes carbolate or phenate of mercury. 

International Congress of Criminal Anthropology.— 
This is an awkward and ambiguous phrase, but it seems to be 
the only way of translating Congrea international d^anthropolo- 
gie cfiminelle, which is the title of a congress called to meet in 
Paris, Aug. 1, 1889, for the study and discussion of the anthro- 
pology of criminals. The sessions will take place at the rooms 
of the Soci6t6 d'Anthropolog\e, and the congress will be under 
the auspices of this society. Enrolment to membership costs 
20 francs ($3.80) and can be secured by addressing, with that 
sum, M. Magitot, general secretary, Rue des . Saints Pdres, 
Paris. Dr. Brouardel is honorary president, Theophile Rous* 
sel president, and MM. Lacassagne and Motet vice presi- 
dents. The committee of arrangements embraces some of the 
best known anthropologists of the world — Matthias Duval, 
Ball, Pozzi, Topinard, Laborde, Auguste Voisin, Alphonse 
Bertillon, and others scarcely less famous. 

A Veteran Scientist. — At every meeting of the American 
Association for the Advancement of Science, and of the Ameri- 
can Society of Microscopists, one of the most punctual of 
attendants and most assiduous of workers is a lively gentle- 
.man of apparently fifty-five, or at the outside sixty years of 
age. He is very quiet and unobtrusive in his ways, very 
friendly and familiar in his manners and soon gets strangers 
around him interested in his conversation. This is Prof. 
Henry Mills of Buffalo, the authority on American fresh 
water sponges now rounding his seventy-sixth year. His 
step is as firm and elastic, his movements as quick and his 
eyes as clear and bright as they were a good many years ago, 
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when he was was first pointed out to the writer as he stood 
with his jointed staff and net in hand on the banks of the 
JNiagara River, eagerlj scanning a new fresh water sponge 
just fished out of that cold and swift running torrent At the 
late Cleveland and Columbus meetings of the Associations 
named Professor Mills was present and demonstrated in bis 
own beautiful manner the cyclosis or circulation of water 
through the stems of water plants. Long may he continue to 
meet with the rising generation of scientific workers, and in- 
struct them not only in the details of that branch of science 
which he has followed so long, earnestly and well, but in the 
art of living as becomes a modest scientific gentleman who 
wears his honors so easily that they seem to be a very part of 
the man himself I 

Laicisation of French Hospitals. — The work of remov- 
ing the hospitals of France from the control and management 
of the clergy, commenced some years ago under the repub- 
lican regime, though it has beei^ slow in progress, has never 
flagged. The determination that the last vestige of the once 
firm union of church and state should go has been rigidly and 
remorselessly adhered to, and one by one the great public 
charities have been gradually laicised. This has not been 
done without strong opposition not only on the part of the 
church but from many eminent physicians and public men 
who realized the fact that while many abuses of power and 
many practices illy comporting with the spirit of the age were 
thus perpetuated, it would be very difficult indeed to supplant 
with hired nurses the tender and self-sacrificing devotion of 
the religieuses who freely gave up their lives to the nursing 
and care of the sick and destitute. Those hospitals and insti- 
tutions in which these abuses had been most flagrant were the 
first to be laicised, the act being done generally by special 
decree of the Government, but of late the latter formality has- 
not preceded the process, as it was discovered that the decree 
of 1810, which reinstalled the Augustins at H6tel Dieu, and 
the hospitals of St. Louis and La Piti^ did not difier from 
other decrees of the same date concerning other congregations 
hospitalihres that have been replaced by laics by the simple 
process of abrogation of their agreements with the Assistance 
Publique (the board or body governing all public charities). 
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The last of the great and historical hospitals to be liacised 
was the St. Louis, which on August 1 passed from control of 
the clericals to that of the civil authorities. 

A Biblical Argument against Anaesthesia during par- 
turition made by a pompous priest in France, was recently 
answered by another, made by a woman who. had ''been 
there" — which the priest had not, at least in that way. A 
lady, very much perturbed in mind concerning the ordeal 
through which she was destined soon to pass^ addressed a 
letter to Msgr. Hugues Le Roux, asking whether she had the 
right (spiritual) to allow herself to be anaesthetised during 
parturition. His answer was *'You have not the right to 
place in peril your own life and that of the child to be born 
of you, simply to avoid the pangs of parturition. If a physi- 
cian worthy of confidence is willing to accept these risks, act 
according to the dictates of your faith and your scruples. 
Remember the text : * I will multiply thy sorrow and thy 
conception ; in sorrow thou shalt bring forth children.' 
Child bearing is a moral act as well as a physical phenomenon. 
The griefs of soul consequent upon maternity do not cease 
with the birth of the child, and for them medicine will never 
find a remedy." This being published in Le Tempg, of which 
M. Hugues Le Roux is the chronicleur spirituel, the lady above 
alluded to writes a reply, which if not so full of piety is loaded 
with wit and good sense. **Now," says she *'do you want 
my opinion ? You are mighty glib with your biblical verses 
which condemn U8 poor creatures to bear the pangs of 
child bearing without seeking for relief. There was but one 
man ever confined, and he but once in his life — and he was 
put to sleep I Re-open your scriptures, I pray you, and you 
will there find that when Adam was about to be delivered of 
Eve, God himself executed the operation and placed our 
ancestor in a deep sleep as a preliminary." Since the Bible 
is to be appealed to in matters of this sort it is exceedingly 
fortunate that it can be quoted on both sides of almost any 
question. 

A Poisonous Sponge. — At the Columbus meeting of the 
American Society of Microscopists Prof. Henry Mills, of Buf- 
falo, the great American authority on fresh water sponges 
related the following remarkable incident. Near the city of 
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Indianapolis there was a pond of fresh water which had re- 
mained for many years without drying up, having being fed 
by small superficial springs. A year or two ago, during a 
time of prolonged drought it however went dry, and shortly 
afterward parties in the neighborhood were attacked with a 
most peculiar and distressing skin disease which resisted all 
treatment. The symptoms were a prickling and burning sen- 
sation which was intensified by rubbing or scratching and 
when the latter was persisted in the skin broke down and 
ulcers were formed. The microscope was finally resorted to 
and demonstrated that the irritation was mechanical and due 
to an infinite number of exceedingly minute flint-like spicules 
of a nature unknown to the physician who made the examina- 
tion (and whose name was given but which, owing to the mis- 
erable accoustic properties of the hall was lost.) A portion of 
the material was scraped up and was submitted to Prof. Mills 
who immediately recognized in the spicules those character- 
istics of apongilla fragilia Leidiij otherwise known as spongiUa 
plumosa, a most beautiful and widely distributed fresh water 
sponge. Farther research soon located the source of the 
trouble in the bed of the dried up pond, which was found to 
be covered with the dry and dead sponges, the spicules of 
which, in the shape of an impalpable white powder, was lifted 
and driven about by the winds. To convince some skeptics 
concerning the matter Prof. Mills suggested to one of them, a 
physician, to try the experiment of rubbing a little of the dust 
on a tender portion of the skin. The experiment was made, 
and the experimenter did not soon forget the result. Prof. 
Mills related another incident of a similar nature where a 
pond that had existed for a great number of years and finally 
became dry. Forty years previously Mr. Mills had found in 
this little body of water a sponge known as Hstteromycenia 
radiospiculata. One day after the pond had commenced to 
dry up, a physician riding by it saw clinging to the brushes 
along the margin, and the water-plants which had become 
exposed by the lowering of the surface of the water, what he 
took to be thousands of birds nests. He got down aiid exam- 
ined them and found that the supposed nests were the flinty 
skeletons of a fresh water sponge. A portion being sent to 
Prof. Mills for identification he at once recognized the sponge 
above named and designated the locality whence it came< 
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Report op a Case op Scirrhus Cancer in Left Lumbar 
Region, Involving the Transverse and Descending 
Colon, Mesentery, Kidney, Spleen, Aorta and Vena 
Cava ; with almost no Diagnostic Symptoms. By W. J. 
Eddy, M. D., Shelbyville, 111. 

The subject ui\der consideration is one that seemingly has 
little space given to it in medical literature. Perhaps it has 
been thought unnecessary to take up time and space on a 
disease that must of necessity prove fatal ; nevertheless it is 
a great satisfaction to me to know when I have an incurable 
disease, though not able to do anything for it. 

Some research has failed to find a similar instance to the 
one here reported, though we know such cases do occur, and 
in all probability many of them are never correctly diagnosed ; 
since it is almost out of the question to do it before death 
without an exploratory incision, which is nearly always de- 
nied, as is a post-mortem. 

The case I have to report is that of Mr. J. D , a retired 

merchant; age, 72; foreign born. Previous health good. 
Family history good. Jan. 16 I was called and found him 
suflTering with what I took to be internal haemorrhoids from 
his history of the trouble. A short time before, while sit- 
ting down quietly, he had a severe hsBmorrhage from the 
bowels and, without the slightest warning or effort, a large 
quantity of blood passed away fvoih him and saturated his 
clothing. The hsemorrhage was so profuse that it produced 
considerable prostration, and for a day or two afterwards, 
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when at Btool, be would pass a small quantity, but not mucb. 
He did not want an examination and only seemed to need re- 
lief from tbis. 

Tbere was no other indication of piles but the bsemorrhage 
and constipation. I learned that about six months previously 
be bad just such an attack, but it stopped of its own accord 
and be thought nothing more of it, but the constipation had 
been more persistent since. The bsemorrbage occurred while 
sitting quietly, not at stool, and the second was much larger 
than the first, and troubled him for some days. As the 
haemorrhage subsided the constipation became much more 
obstinate and he complained of pain in the left inguinal re- 
gion extending upwards to the region of the stomach and thence 
extending over considerable surface. This did not seem to be 
pain and yet it was an uneasy feeling that distressed him 
considerably. It was not constant, but would occur two or 
three times each day and then pass ofT. The external ap- 
pearance of the abdomen was normal ; palpation and percus- 
sion could detect nothing abnormal. 

At first we were able to move the bowels by laxatives, but 
this means soon failed, as did injections, and then the 
appetite began to fail. At this time Doctors Penwell and 
Wilson were called in consultation, and upon careful digital 
examination of the rectum we found a stricture in the upper 
portion, so high that it could barely be touched with the 
finger. About this time there was a period of four weeks that 
there was absolutely nothing passed. Cathartics and injections 
alike proved useless ; the bowels were not distended, but the 
uneasiness was a little more persistent, and at times tbere was 
a tendency to vomiting, but this was easily controlled. The 
diet now consisted of soups and beef tea. Nothing that 
would form residue was allowed. Failing to get the bowels 
to move, we decided on introducing the hand, to see if the 
stricture could not be dilated. On March 30, two and a 
half months from date of last hflemorrhage, with patient under 
chloroform and ether combined, I introduced the hand into 
the rectum until the fingers could be plainly felt through the 
abdominal walls above the umbilicus. The stricture was 
easily dilated, being nothing more than slight adhesion of the 
internal surfaces which had come in contact with each other. 
On passing above the brim of the pelvis I found in the left 
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lumbar region, and seemingly attached to the spine^ a hard 
smooth mass, about the size of a half tea cup. This seemed 
to be very hard and immovable, and outside of the bowel. I 
was not able to make out the length of the body or what at- 
tachments it had. The bowel was empty. No faecal matter 
which I had expected to find, and the abdomen was about nor- 
mal. The operation prostrated him very much, but he finally 
rallied, though the sphincter never reunited. I could not make 
out the extent of the growth. The time occupied in the 
operation was about half an hour, and my hand was so badly 
cramped that it was difiicult to outline any of the organs. I 
could tell there was a growth of some kind, but that was 
about all. 

The prostration from this operation was so great that we 
decided nothing could be gained by operative interferance. 
We still maintained a liquid diet and kept his strength up 
pretty well. In about two weeks from this time we removed 
a few hard lumps of faecal matter by introducing the finger, 
and in about a week more there was a small passage of hard 
matter. He suffered considerable pain from this time on, oi 
rather distress that required considerable anodyne to relieve. 
This condition remained, with a slow failure, the bowels mov- 
ing a little about once a week, until a month before his death, 
when he had a free loose operation and soon after became de- 
lirious. This lasted for three or four days, when he became 
rational again, and remained so until he had another opera- 
tion, which was about a week from the one before, when the 
delirium returned about the same as before. This condition of 
affairs lasted until his death, July 15. 

During his entire ailment the bowels seldom moved oftener 
than once a week, and at one time they went full four weeks 
without anything passing, and then only a little ; yet there 
was no vomiting of any consequence. 

There was no appearance of a growth of any kind, nor 
could it be felt externally. The abdomen remained natural, 
as did the patient's color. No enlargement of cervical or 
axillary glands. In fact, nothing to indicate the nature of the 
growth on the inside. 

His death, which occurred July 15, about six months after 
his last haemorrhage, was due to general failure, exhaustion. 
The autopsy, held about two hours after death, revealed things 
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fiomewhat different from what was expected. The intestines 
showed a low grade of inflammation and were matted together 
by light adhesions that were easily broken up. They were 
nearly empty, containing only a little water^ but were studded 
with numerous nodules from the size of a pea to that of a 
chestnut, which at first glance looked to be tuberculous deposits, 
but on closer examination proved to be hard, almost cartil- 
aginous in substance. In two places in the ileum these 
nodules had given way, making holes that would admit the 
end of the finger, entirely through the walls of the intestine 
and through which quite a lot of water had escaped into the 
peritoneal cavity. Whether this had taken place before death 
or immediately after, we could not say; there were no 
symptoms of it. On lifting up the small intestines we found 
in the left lumbar region a hard, white, glistening mass, 
firmly bound to the spine by strong adhesive bands, some as 
large as the finger, and growing around the aorta, vena cava 
and colon at the juncture of the transverse and descending, 
also lightly attached to the stomach, but firmly grown into 
the spleen and kidney. To remove the mass, the spleen and 
kidney had to taken with it, and the aorta, vena cava, and 
colon cut, and the stomach separated or pealed off. The 
stomach was small and contracted, with the walls hard, but 
contained none of the nodules. The liver was involved, 
though not touching the growth ; about one-half of it was of 
the same white glistening appearance. We pronounced the 
growth scirrhus. 

It was one of those cases in which it was much easier to 
make a diagnosis after death than before, and yet makes 
little or no difference to the patient. 

The case is peculiar for lack of leading symptoms. None 
of the characteristic pain ; no enlargement that could be felt; 
no engorgement of glands ; no change of color ; nothing of 
note, but constipation and progressive debility. Had the con- 
dition of the man warranted it, we would have made at least an 
exploratory incision, though it would have done no good except 
to satisfy ourselves that nothing else could have been done. 

This case bears out the teachings of Moore, of England, 
and Longstreet, of Philadelphia, **That the exhaustion of 
the system and the growth of the scirrhus cancer are not pro- 
portionate.'' A small growth may produce death from its 
-effects on the general system. 



1888.] Hypertrophied Prostate with Treatment. — Briggs. 333 

Hypertrophied Prostate with Treatment. A Clinical 
Lecture. By Waldo Briggs, M. D., Professor of Clinical 
Surgery and Genito-Urinary Surgery, Beaumont Hospital 
Medical College. Reported by C. W. Lillie, M. D. 

Gentlemen : — I will present to-day a very interesting case. 
The patient is, as you may see, a rather robust old man. He 
is 60 years of age, and tells us he has some trouble with his 
urine. On inquiry as to the symptoms, we learn that for the 
past six months he has experienced some difficulty in passing 
his water. There is an almost continuous desire to urinate, 
which he does at frequent intervals, and more often at night ; 
the size of the stream is not materially changed, and there is 
no pain on voiding it, but rather an uneasy sensation attend- 
ing its passage. We will now ask him to pass his water, and 
observe the character and force of the stream. You will no- 
tice that it is not propelled or thrown out as it would be in a 
normal condition of the urethra and bladder, but falls per- 
pendicularly into the vessel. Now, when asked to assist in 
its propulsion with all the power that he can exert, there is 
no change in the force of the stream. 

As to the urine itself, we see that it appears quite natural ; 
contains a little mucus and epithelial scales, but no unusual 
quantity. 

He further informs us that frequently, when his mind is 
occupied with his work, or during sleep, the urine passes un- 
consciously, and it is mainly for relief from this distressing 
condition that he applies to us to-day. It is this constant 
dribbling of urine that so annoys and worries these patients, 
that brings to mind a point which it is very important to re- 
member, and that is that this unconscious outflow of the 
urine in enlarged prostate indicates retention of the urine. The 
term ** incontinence " is generally employed by the profes- 
sion to indicate this condition, but I desire you to mark this 
distinction : incontinence is a condition in which the bladder 
has ceased to act as a reservoir for the urine, and is, therefore, 
usually empty. We frequently find this condition of incon- 
tinence in cerebro-spinal changes. 

This symptom, that is the continual dribbling of urine, is 
the same in hypertrophy of the prostate as in incontinence, 
and it is necessary to bear this fact in mind in dealing with 
every case in which it is a symptom, as many lives have been 
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Bacrificed through the misuse of the term 'incontinence "; we 
shall, therefore, speak of this condition as involuntary mic- 
turition. 

We have now learned all that the patient can tell us and 
are reasonably certain that he has hypertrophy of the pros- 
tate ; but we are by no means sure and must continue our in 
vestigation by other means. We now place our patient on 
the table. That there is yet urine in the bladder, after 
he has voided all he is able to pass, is easily settled in two 
ways. You, who are near enough, can distinctly hear the 
clear resonant percussion note of that portion of the abdomen 
over the small intestines, and note the dulness in the region 
of the bladder. That this dulness is due to urine in the 
bladder can be easily proven by introducing a catheter, which 
we now do, and withdraw about eight ounces of urine. This 
is called the ** residual urine." It is odorous, and contains 
rather more mucus than did that portion passed voluntarily. 

Ocular inspection gives no indication of the cause of the 
trouble ; we will therefore make a digital examination, per 
rectum, and find an enlargement of the prostate. We know 
that the healthy prostate is compared to the horse chestnut as 
to size, but here we find the gland increased laterally to about 
two and one-half inches in diameter. We also observe that 
this enlargement is confined almost entirely to the right lobe, 
and from the absence of any material change in the size of the 
stream and the distinctness with which the projecting portion 
is felt through the rectum, we conclude that the hypertrophy 
is confined to the posterior part of this lobe. This explains 
the fact that the urine is still voided in a full stream; since, 
if the enlargement extended equally in all directions, the 
pressure upon the canal would be so great as to prevent the 
passage of the urine, except in the smallest stream. Consid- 
erable enlargement may take place in the direction, of the 
rectum and no obstruction to the flow of the urine exist ; on 
the contrary, the canal is straightened in the prostatic por- 
tion. Lateral enlargement, no matter how far it may progress, 
rarely causes complete retention, if the enlargement is unila- 
teral, — the structures on either side yielding to the increased 
pressure. The canal may become very tortuous, but is still 
pervious. 



1888.] Hyperlrophied Prostate with Treatment. — Briggs. 335 

The diagnosis having been made, and confirmed by the 
digital examination, the question now arises *' What shall we 
do for the relief of our patient ? '' 

The usual plan, in these cases, is to withdraw the urine 
with a catheter at certain intervals, or to teach the patient 
how to use the instrument so that he may withdraw it himself 
at pleasure, and this, in a vast majority of cases, is all the 
treatment that such patients ever get. This, of course, gives 
temporary relief, but extends no hope of ever curing the 
disease, and ensures the almost certain result of exciting 
urethral fever, which will certainly, sooner or later, result in a 
fatal termination. 

You have been taught in these lectures that if any portion 
of the urethra, except the prostatic, should become obstructed, 
by stricture or other causes, it is proper to remove the ob- 
struction by dilatation or other means, and that we should not 
consider age any bar to the operation. And in this portion 
also, in its first stage of enlargement, while the contractibility 
of the bladder is not completely lost, why should we not re- 
sort to the same method of treatment ? By dilatation we will 
maintain the calibre of the urethra in this portion, and at the 
same time stimulate the action of the muscles of the bladder, 
and in this way give our patient considerable relief. This 
treatment will apply to the first stage, as above described, 
only. 

It is curious to notice the prejudice still existing against 
the mechanical treatment in this condition. We are gravely 
informed by some of the older authorities that the dilatation 
of this portion of the urethra *' produces too much irritation,'' 
but they give no facts in support of this statement, which 
later evidence shows to be groundless. I believe there is 
scarcely an organ in the body more tolerant of the use of 
instruments than is the prostate gland. We cut into it in 
lithotomy ; in the removal of tumors in its substance or in its 
vicinity,. we cut or tear it, and it receives many injuries from 
instruments thrust into it in trying to relieve retention of 
urine; yet with all these injuries it is rarely that any serious 
results follow. My advice, therefore, in this case, is to dilate 
or treat it as we would obstructions in other portions of the canal. 
This treatment, you must understand, applies to the first 
stage only. 
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As to the treatment of the second stage^ in which urine yet 
passes, but in a stream reduced in size : — In this stage, where 
we have periodical retention, we would still resort to dilata- 
tion, and continue it so long as the instrument is easily passed 
without producing too much irritation ; but if the periods of 
of retention become more frequent we may make the opera- 
tion of internal prostatotomy, in a manner similar to that em- 
ployed in the division of strictures of the urethra in internal 
urethrotomy. In fact the operations are similar in every re- 
spect. 

In the third siagty in which no urine is passed in the 
natural way, but must be drawn with the catheter, the treat- 
ment is not so simple. In this case we must make what I 
term external urethro-prostatotomy. This operation is per- 
formed in the following manner : 

The Wheelhouse staff is introduced, and the Wheelhouse 
operation of external perineal urethrotomy is made. The 
prostate is then incised with a probe knife and the little 
finger introduced into the canal. This is followed with a 
larger finger and the dilatation thus continued until the index 
finger can be introduced. A canula, made somewhat after the 
model of the tracheotomy tube^ and provided with tapes at- 
tached to lugs on the sides, is then passed into the bladder 
through the passage thus formed and the tapes tied around 
the body. A rubber tube, provided with a stopcock, is then 
attached to the canula, and the distal extremity fastened to 
the body as high as the waist. When it is desired to empty 
the bladder, it is only necessary to release the tube and open 
the stopcock, when the urine will all escape. 



The Southern Surgical and Gynaecological Associa- 
tion will hold its postponed meeting at Birmingham, Ala., 
Dec. 4, 5 and 6 next. Over thirty papers are promised and 
the indications are that there will be an interesting and use- 
ful meeting. In the way of entertainments, the local profes- 
sion has provided in a most liberal fashion. The usual reduc- 
tions in hotel and railroad fares will be made, and in the latter 
case it will be absolutely necessary for each person to obtain 
a certificate from the agent at the starting point. 
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Cltmcal Heports from prbate practice* 

Injury from Railroad Accident ; Extensive Loss op Tis- 
sues; Skin Grafting; Recovery. By W. F. Wilkins, 
A, M., M. D., of Ottawa, Kansas. ^ 

This case I regard as unique, simply, however, because I 
never have heard of one similar to it. The patient is a young 
man of nineteen years of age, good constitution and well de- 
veloped. Having had some difficulty with his father, he con- 
cluded to go West, and acting upon this conclusion he 
boarded a freight train at this place, intending to '^ beat " his 
way to Colorado. All went well till he got to Argentine. To 
evade the train-men he gained a seat astride the trucks of a 
west bound freight car. The train, in making a switch, jerked 
him suddenly backward,and to save himself he caught the br^ke 
beam, and, unfortunately for him, brought the axillary space 
in contact with the fastly revolving wheel, with the result of 
cutting out all the muscular tissue from the serratus anticus 
mo/or below, and around, cleaning out the axillary space to the 
lower part of the biceps. It was death to let go ; and, had it 
not been for his lusty yells, it would have been death to hold 
on. The men heard him, however, and soon stopped the 
train and carried him to the caboose. He reached home three 
days after the injury. The wound, in the meantime, had re- 
ceived no attention, and when he was brought to my office 
there were ten thousand maggots to be dealt with the first 
thing. 

I called in Dr. W. T. Banker, and after giving him chlo- 
roform we soon had the ** bugs" wiggling their last wiggle in 
oil of turpentine. We dissected oflf all the diseased tissue, 
and dressed the wound with the bichloride solution, iodoform 
and antiseptic cotton, finishing with a roller bandage, and put 
the arm in a sling. 

The boy rallied well after the operation, and the dressing 
was repeated, day by day, till the seventh,when, as I had antici- 
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pated, the brachial artery sloughed, while the patient was up 
eating breakfast. His father, who had remained with him 
night and day, grasped the arm, pressing the artery against the 
humerus, as I had instructed him to do, and sent a runner 
after me. When I arrived on the bloody scene, I found the 
father holding on for life, and everybody excited. I soon had 
my bull-dog forceps on the artery and sent for counsel. Drs. 
Black, Van Schaik and Banker responded to the call, and, 
after examination, decided to tie the brachial in the upper 
third, as it was '^a hopeless case anyway, that was all that 
could be done." I favored amputation at the shoulder, as the 
plexus of nerves was injured so as to render the arm useless. 
I stood alone in that opinion, however, and the artery was 
ligated and wound dressed as before, for ten days. Some time 
in the third week I determined to transplant some skin and 
see if we could not hasten the healing process. Accordingly 
about fifteen of the boy's friends met me at the house, and 
after all was ready, each one gave one or more pieces for 
grafts — twenty-five in all. The majority of the pieces grew 
nicely, and in sixty days from the injury the boy was around 
town with several large patches of skin growing in all direc- 
tions from fifteen centers and was in a fair way to recover. 

The antiseptic dressing was persevered in till the fourth 
week, when the patient was thought suflBciently well to take 
a trip to the Indian Territory. The temperature was kept in 
reasonable bounds by sedatives. 

We think the treatnaent a success, except our neglect to 
amputate, as the arm is useless and perhaps will always re- 
main a nerveless appendage. 

We made an attempt to get photographs of the injury and 
skin grafting, but the charges were too heavy for our pocket- 
book. 

The muscles sloughed out to the bone and I think perhaps 
the nerves were included in the process. 



Dr. D. Hayes Agnew has resigned the chair of Surgery 
in the University of Pennsylvania, and it has been hinted 
that Dr. N. Senn, of Milwaukee, would be his successor. 
While deploring Dr. Agnew's action, we hope that Dr, Seun 
will be his successor, as no one better fitted to fill his place 
could be found. 
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Corresponbence, 

Shoemaker's Last Miracles — Some op the Marvels op 

Philadelphia Science. 

Editors St. Louis Medical and Surgical Journal : 

It was not a " shoemakers' last," after all, which you repro- 
duced. It was only the last but one, or rather two, which are 
given in the issue of October 20th to the medical world eager 
to profit in valuable knowledge by the ** prominent" journals 
of the '^ scientific centers." But, for all that, it is always 
the same ** last " which the product of erudition and research 
is gotten upon. The enlightened organ of the Philadelphia 
center of medical science, referring to a course of lectures by 
Professor Mulheron reported in Medical Age^ in which wire- 
gauze is recommended to keep malaria out of sleeping rooms, 
and plying in the wake of the professor, all canvas spread, 
says : '* If Dr. Humphrey Davy's wire-gauze lanterns will pre- 
vent explosions in mines, it is only reasonable to suppose 
that a similar arrangement will be equally serviceable in pre- 
venting the migration of microbes much more formidable than 
gas." What a wonderful growth, under the care of the ex- 
perimenting cultivators must the microbes have undergone, 
that the meshes of wire-gauze are not too wide to let them 
through I It reminds me of the Louisiana native, traveling 
far West, and reporting as to the '* skeaters " at home, that 
** with the help of a horse-fly two of them are sufficient in less 
than no time to kill a horse, and did too, ever so often, that I 
seed it." 

Sir Humprey Davy never tried to apply wire-gauze 
to keep out gas. He was too much of a scientist for that. He 
knew well enough that he could not do it. What he knew, 
was, that wire-gauze, put between a flame and combustible, 
will cool the flame, and thereby prevent the taking firp of 
the combustible outside. And of this knowledge he availed 
himself in the construction of the safety lamp, the peculiarity 
of which consists of being surrounded by a wire - gauze 
cylinder ; but the latter, so far from preventing the pene- 
tration of explosive gas, is the very thing that gives 
the miner the alarm, in case of danger. Because, by 
combustion of gas which has penetrated inside of the lantern, 
he is warned of the existence of it outside, and can take his 
measures. It is not because of the gas not being able to get 
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inside of the lantern, that the miner is protected, hut hecause 
the heat of the flame is not able to take effect outside. 

So far as regards the *' fortunate parallel " of Sir Humph- 
rey Davy's safety lamp, to malaria being kept out of sleep- 
ing rooms by simply applying wire-gauze screens, the organ 
of the Philadelphia center of medical science improves upon 
the original lecture by exclaiming ''How much more 
forcible is its application in warding off those diseases which 
are known to be propagated by germs?'' The paludal 
perpetrator of malaria, in his own mischievous selfhood, 
nas not only, by the isolating detectives of penetrating 
research, been brought to bay; but Cholera, Yellow 
Fever, Scarlet Fever and Typhoid I How simple I You 
get a mask of wire-gauze, as though you were on the road to 
a foil match, and at it I Infection and contagion are fooled that 
hitch. And even if Dr. Castro be right, that there is one 
more inlet at ** t'other end," well, put there a wire-gauze, too, 
and fix it so that the sphincter ani Keeps it nicely in position [ 
Then you are germ proof ! And as it can not fail in our grand 
century of progress in medicine, that things move on, ten to 
one we may soon look forward to a photograph, taken at a 
propitious moment of one of the microbes, those worst of all 
emigrants, badder, even, than John Chinaman. For if the 
scoundrels, as a set, can not pass a wire-gauze screen, some 
particularly eager ones must get entangled some day in its 
meshes, and their eflBgy set down in pure scripture. 

This was No. 1. 

But an equally ** scientific" and mir&culous story, taken 
from the Lancet of September 29th and worked over on the 
same ''last" is given to boot. Phthisical patients, 
who, when in the health resorts in the old or the 
new world, hurry north as soon as th« month of April with 
its hotter days approaches, are now cured by inhalations of 
hot air, and a Dr. Halter, of Lengerich, Westphalia, has 
caused patients to inhale dry air heated to 190° C. 

Thus far it has been a hygienic rule to not eat or drink any- 
thing hotter than 150 or 160° F., lest the mucous membrane be 
scorched or scalded, but now in sick lungs air is introduced of 
342° F. It does not take that much heat to solder a leaky tin 
can, and the solder melts when exposed to less heat, be it even 
"dry " ; and in order to boil eggs and make them hard enough 
for the most inveterate beer-saloon frequenter, we need no 
more than 212° F., and these eggs, before being eaten, need 
cooling down, the hardened epidermis of the palm of the 
hand, even, being burnt, when holding them. But phthis- 
ical patients, with their lungs half gone, are benefitted by 
one hundred and thirty degrees more. 

Is it not a wonderful world that we live in ? 

What next? Doubting Thomas. 
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BLACKMAILERS AND THEIR METHODS: THE INVALID 

FOOD PROBLEM. 

The St. Louis Medical and Surgical Journal does not 
care to become a party to the war which for some time past 
has been waged between the manufacturers of the various 
articles of ** prepared," '* liquid," " milk " and other infant 
and invalid foods now in the market and before the medical 
profession, and in what follows do not wish to go on record as 
the especial champion of the superiority of one of these prepar- 
tions over all others. This journal is, however, opposed to 
unfairness in business methods and to blackmailing, under 
whatever garb it may show itself, and for this reason gives 
place to the following statements. The editors hereof, like 
those, no doubt, of pretty much every other medical journal 
in this country, have for several years past been in receipt 
from time to time of carefully prepared manuscript articles 
purporting to come from eastern physicians engaged in 
original research, and to give the impartial results of their in- 
vestigations, examinations or analyses. These articles 
usually had insidiously worded captions, but a careful read- 
ing of them invariably disclosed the fact that they were more 
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or less thinly veiled advertisements of, or covert attacks on, 
some article (usually a valuable proprietary preparation) in 
general use among physicians. 

It did not require much acumen, nor was the medical 
press very long in becoming thoroughly posted as to these fel- 
lows, and the latter, failing to get their matter printed in re- 
putable journals, soon found another method of carrying on 
their business. At first working singly, but by similar meth- 
ods, it did not take the men engaged in this occupation long 
to get acquainted with each other, and thus a community of 
interests was established between them. Thus organized, they 
soon discovered ^'organs" printed by men as unprincipled as 
themselves, and then began 'a crusade of blackmail, the 
methods of conducting, which, as recently shown up through 
the agency of the editors of the Druggists^ Circular and some 
other eastern parties who were in a position to track some of 
these fellows to their holes, were about as follows : 

The *' organ '' would first print on a proof slip an announce- 
ment, giving the names of the firms and the preparations they 
would '* expose." They manage to get a copy of this into the 
hands of the party to be attacked, with the object of obtaining 
an ofier to suppress the attack or to employ their anonymous 
chemist for a week or two to examinine the preparations- 
They also have, we believe, other objects in giving this pre- 
vious notice. First — The hope that houses who do not wish 
to be attacked will send in their advertisements, for they can 
be sure that this will prevent any attention being given them 
in this direction. Second — They expect to sell large num- 
bers of their publications to houses whose products compete 
with those attacked. 

Among the houses that received the attention of these 
blackmailers was that of Reed & Carnrick, of New York, and 
these gentlemen have recently issued, in circular form, a full 
expose of the nefarious schemes aforesaid. From this paper we 
learn that a recent article emanating from Boston, and copies of 
which have come into our hands and those of numerous other 
physicians, purporting to be an analysis of Carnrick's Soluble 
Food, made by *' Professor Michael'' and ''Dr. Frank," was 
really gotten up and issued by one Godfrey Michael Hyams 
and one J. Frank Perry, and that the ** organ" in question 
oflfered to suppress the article for $2,500. The house of Reed & 
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Carnrick are making it warm for the publishers and the black- 
mailers generally. In this they should have the aid and sup- 
port of all fairminded journalists. 

In the circular above alluded to, Messrs. Reed & Carnrick 
also dwell at some length upon another unfair attack made on 
their preparations, through the medium of the Report of the 
New Jersey Board of Health and the Report of the New 
Jersey Dairy Commissioner, for 1887, by Prof. Albert R. 
Leeds, of the Stevens Institute of Technology. In these re. 
ports Prof. Leeds claims that the preparations of Reed & 
Carnrick do not contain the percentage of albuminoids 
claimed for them, and that the casein in their soluble food is 
^'left behind as separate, hard and unchanged particles of 
casein." 

Coming from a gentleman so highly connected in scientific 
matters, and himself an official of the health department of 
his state, these charges of Prof. Leeds were calculated to do 
the preparations in question a great deal of damage, especially 
as they were reproduced by the Boston Medical and Surgical 
Journal. Without going into the details of the refutation of 
the charges, we will state that Mr. Wm. K. Newton, Dairy 
Commissioner of New Jersey (whose report had been used by 
Prof. Leeds, as above stated), employed Elwin Waller, Pro- 
fessor of Analytical Chemistry at the School of Mines of 
Columbia College, New York, a gentleman, who, to use the 
commissioner's own words, *^had never had any business or 
professional relations with either the State of New Jersey or 
Reed & Carnrick," to make a thorough examination of the pre- 
parations thus attacked, the samples to be examined being 
purchased by Prof. Waller in open market. The result was a 
complete vindication of Reed & Carnrick and their prepara- 
tions, and the Dairy Commissioner published the same over 
his own signature. The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, 
as might have been expected from a journal of its known 
standing and integrity, being the first to make proper amends. 

THE DRUGGIST AND THE DOCTOR. 

A number of our contemporaries have recently devoted 
considerable space, editorially and otherwise, to articles upon 
the very unsatisfactory condition of affairs existing in the 
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larger cities especially, between the physicians on the one 
side and the pharmacists on the other. 

The complaint is made on the part of the physician that 
the old evil of counter-prescribing by druggists has constantly 
grown in extent until, as expressed by the Kansas City Medi- 
cal Index, '* unless a man is in articulo mortis or is seriously 
alarmed about himself" he does not think of consulting a 
physician, but goes to the druggist for advice as well as 
medicine. 

If this be true, and from the number and character of the 
sources whence the complaint comes, we see no reason to 
doubt it, it indicates a very serious state of affairs in those 
cities in which the offence complained of prevails, and one that 
demands some collective action on the part of the physicians. 
In states having laws regulating the practice of medicine, the 
remedy would seem to be easy of application. A few cases 
made and properly prosecuted againt this class of offenders 
would soon make the practice too risky to be profitably con- 
tinued. 

Another remedy which physicians have at their command 
is the strict boycotting, by the entire profession, of those 
pharmacies known to be guilty of the offence. Let physicians 
send their prescriptions and do their trading with pharmacies 
which are not obnoxious to the charge, — and there must be 
some of these in Bvery city, no matter how badly it be infected 
with counter-prescribing. 

Another cause of complaint which we find urged against 
pharmacists by physicians is the unauthorized duplication or 
repetition of prescriptions. There is no doubt but that this is 
a great evil, but are the physicians themselves entirely free 
from blame or complicity in its prevalence ? Have we, as a 
profession, taken all precautions that we should take against 
this evil ? How many prescriptions bear on their face non 
repetiturf 

The writer has for several years had printed, in a conspic- 
uous place on his prescription blanks, the words ** This pre- 
scription is not to be refilled, nor is a copy thereof to be given, 
without the written order of the prescriber," and he is bound 
to say that the number of instances in which the injunction 
has been disregarded has been exceedingly small. Patients, 
when their attention is called to the matter, rarely or never 
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complain. On the coDtrary, they see the leaBonablenesa and 
atility of the precaution and readily acqaiesce therein, es- 
pecially if the physician aBsures them that he will give an 
order for repetition, should the same become necessary, with- 
out extra charge. 

In St. Louis, in the better class of pharmacies at least, we 
are bound to do the druggist the justice of saying that the evil 
does not begin to reach the proportions complained oi else- 
where, though it is practiced to some extent, not only^iir^he 
down town, but in the suburban pharmacies. jj^ "il nsny 

The American Pharmaceutical Association and tiheJviviiiaiJ 
state pharmaceutical societies have pronounedJsgadbet^tb^ 
practice in no uncertain way, and these associatioiivAiitil'Veiot' 
the general opinion of the best and most conBeriF4ttT«iaBi'W)rid[ 
as the most liberal and advanced men in'tth0T|iWigfeBAiDilio4 
pharmacy. These associations have both b^ItrotdJaiDdiideedF 
shown their desire for an entenfe cordials wiAh: theJihedicallJiro- 
fession, and we hope that by means o£I£he ImstoipjireaeDti^ 
introduced of exchanging delegates b^fefeeemb^e stabeiauedtqa^ 
and state pharmaceutical asBociations9iag/i»eliI«te bha twAr 
great national societies, some moduaSowSatAiamHihe'flhbtitiBdi 
at an early date which shall put aniBiidtol^^oiia akoeRoagBii 
of bickering — counter-prescribinige lu! oJ iiKHtii'iniJiKiEt'io thus 

In conclusion may we not asM^fbthsrjlhfinnaoiatsiiUav^iiiot 
some grave causeB of complaintffegiipwtaii*?!): Si>>i i"o\, yilt In 

THE JOURNAL OF THE ABJi^E^I^^ ^E^J^p^J^ ^f^^^O^J^/^f:!^^,,^ 

On November 12th, lasifl^tliB ti^WebtW TfiW JbtritfAt H/ 
the American Medical mi^Hdi^'1i6m"k fk^mk^^l tiA4''W? 
JohnB. Hamilton, of ^inmi'^i^,-''^[^'0.';'^k^'^irim\^^sif 
elected to succeed D'^. ^S'J^':^3kviW"iiB->4&kii'fy '^D*'. 'HstifllltABJ 
is to assume charge ;[;mvfi(r{i ib-^^/iofiiJflfetPit^fiilateBt news 
concerning the weekly c 
ciation. When ihis p^ 
to a great blowmg PJ| ^ 
weekly was to oecome. 1 
joumalisni in. this coui 
ried out we leave us 
opportunities^ spund u 
patroTOgftJ^^J^^iW^fiVsV 

jtllKjJ 'loJlA bllji H'I!1 
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One of the problemH connected with the past editorial man- 
agement of this publication, to our mind, is the successful 
solution of the question why the papers read before the 
association have not been given priority in publication. It 
cannot be said that there is not sufficient variety ; for with the 
large number of sections, there surely must be ample material 
to choose from. It cannot be said that the papers are not 
good enough; for they are finally published after a certain 
length of time. The only reason that can be adduced is that they 
can be kept waiting in view of the fact that they must be pub- 
lished in the Journal, In other words, those who pay for the 
Journal are the ones who must take a back seat, and the mem- 
bers of local societies are given a preference, not because their 
papers are particularly brilliant, or contain either very im- 
portant matter, or new discoveries, but for some occult reason 
known only to the editor of the Journal. 

The result of such a discriminative policy has long since 
become apparent. Members of the association publish their 
papers in other journals, and when they appear in the Journal 
they are stale. Again, when members have anything im- 
portant to communicate to the medical profession, ad interim, 
they choose another medium — one that will promptly publish 
such communications to an audience which will read it. 

We have merely hinted at one of the causes of the failure 
of the Journal in accomplishing what it started out to do. 
Now that a new editor is to take the helm, we will have to 
wait to see what results he will accomplish. Dr. Hamilton is 
an energetic man, and can do much. Will he do it? Will he 
see thai justice is done to the active members of the asso- 
sociation ? Will he make the Journal what it ought to be — a 
true representative of the largest medical body of this country ? 

" ANOTHER HONOR TO DR. GRANT BEY ." 

St. Louis physicians who, two or three years ago, received 
the lithograph prospectuses etc., of the Society of Science, Let. 
ters and Arts of London, with a letter (also lithographed) of 
'*Sir Henry V. Goold, Bart., " inviting them to become mem- 
bers of the same, will appreciate at its true merits the follow- 
ing, which we take from the pages of an esteemed cotemporary, 

* Dr. J. A. S. Grant Bey, (^lairo, Egypt, has again been 
honored, as the following letter shows, and has accepted a fel- 
lowship in the Society of Science, Letters and Art of London : 
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Society of Science, Letters and Art of London, 

Addison House, London, August, 1888. 
Dr, Orant Bey: Dear Sir — I have much pleasure in invit- 
ing you to become a Fellow of the Society of Science, Letters 
and Art of London. The Council consider you likely to be a 
useful and valuable member, and will therefore be most hap- 
py to receive you. The official forms are enclosed ready for 
you to fill in, and, if returned at once, you can be admitted on 
the list of founders. Should you decide to take an active in- 
terest in the Society, kindly intimate the same, and seek the 
co-operation of your eligible friends and acquaintances. I am, 
Dear Sir, Yours faithfully, Henry V. Goold, Bart., Prest. 

We have forgotten just how many shillings sterling we were 
asked to remit with the ** official forms " which were to con- 
stitute us ** one of the founders, " and as we didn't send them, 
it doesn't make much difference. Quite a number of our 
friends and acquaintances received invitations at the same 
time. The whole affair looks like a very small business 
for Dr. Grant Bey to be engaged in, and we are quite sure 
that had he carefully looked through the documents he 
would never have allowed the foregoing paragraph to have 
gotten into the journals. 

A CORRECTION. 

An error due partly to a defect in the manuscript and partly 
to a mistake in correcting proof, occurred in the course of Dr. 
Waldo Briggs' valuable contribution, in last month's Journal 
on Nephro-lithotomy by the Lumbar Method. By this error 
the word ** external " was moved from its proper position and 
converted into externus, and the sentence **the external mar- 
gin of the quadratus lumborum^' was converted into the 
^'margin of the quadratua lumborum externus.^' The error 
was not that of Dr. Briggs, but our own. 



Hong Kong is becoming infected with the spirit of progress 
and, in view of the fact that it is a component part of the 
Flowery Kingdom, this possesses a certain amount of signifi, 
cance. The Municipal Government of that city has lately 
passed a law making vaccination compulsory. We must not 
build too high on this, however, and imagine that all China is 
^oing to follow in the wake of Hong Kong. While belonging 
to China, it is governed by Englishmen, and a large propor- 
tion of its population is English and American. 
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Department of enteroscopy. 

CONDUCTED BY 

Frank L. James, Ph. D., M. D., of St. Louis. 

Proceedings of the American Society of Microscop- 
ists. — We learn that the publication of the proceedings of 
the Columbus meeting are well under way and will be pushed 
on as rapidly as possible. It is the aim of the Secretary and 
Committee to get them out before the close of the year,if it be 
a physical possibility to do so. 

Scheuerlein's Cancer Bacillus. — This so-called patho- 
genetic microbe has been thoroughly investigated by Dr. Van 
Ermengen, who states in the Bulletin de la SociHS Beige de 
Micrographie, that he finds it to be entirely inert. Having 
made pure cultures of the microbe, he injected it intravenously 
into dogs, cats, rats, guineapigs, etc., with absolutely no re- 
sults. Even the injection of so large a quantity as two grams 
(31 minims) gave no trouble. Dr. Van Ermengen repeats 
(what we have already stated) that the so-called cancer bacillus 
is a micro-organism very common in dust, air, soil, etc., and 
is identical with the bacille rose found in impure cultivations 
of bacillus tuberculi. 

A Misstatement Somewhere. — We have been favored 
with a letter from Dr. Roderich Zeiss, of Jena, which declares 
that the whole of Dr. Detmers' statement in regard to tests 
alleged to have been made by him between American objec- 
tives and those of Zeiss are fabrications — ** fairy tales. " Dr. 
Zeiss declares that no such tests or interviews ever took place. 
We have forwarded the letter or a copy thereof to Dr. Detmers 
and refrain from making any comments until we hear from 
him. We will say, however, that our report of Dr. Detmers^ 
remarks before the American Society of Microscopists was 
while not verbatim, substantially correct, and the issue if any 
there be is entirely between Drs. Zeiss and Detmers. 
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More Care Required in Preliminary Preparations of 
Material. — If we may judge from mounted specimens and pre- 
pared material sent to the writer, from various sections of the 
country, the majority of workers seem to think that so long as 
a substance is rendered suflSciently hard for sectioning, the se- 
lection of the hardening medium cuts no figure in the value 
of the final results. That this is a great error every experi- 
enced microscopist, and especially every worker in animal 
histology well knows. There is, so far as we now know, no 
perfect hardening medium — that is, none that will harden 
the material without modification of the cellular structure, 
and each of the media now in use has its own peculiar defects. 
This is especially true when we have brain matter, the spinal 
cord, etc., to deal with. The question as to the manner in 
which the various hardening media affect the ganglion cells 
in the spinal cord has recently been studied by Dr. S. Trzebin- 
ski, who communicates the result to Virchow^s Annalen. 
When Miiller's fluid was used (hardening in from 4 to 6 weeks), 
the material being afterward washed and placed in alcohol of 
from 10° to 96°, pericellular spaces were observed. In hard- 
ening with alcohol of from 96° to absolute, or by gradually in- 
creased strength, vacuoles were shown in the cell substance. 
When chromic acid was used first (commencing with one- 
tenth and increasing to one quarter of one per cent after 48 
hours), and the material afterwards placed in Miiller's fluid or 
alcohol, the cell contents did not show the same structure as 
the cells of material examined fresh. Finally, when the 10 
per cent sublimate solution was first used and the hardening 
finished with alcohol containing one-half of one per cent of 
iodine, the sections did not take staining evenly, the suscepti- 
bility of cell contents becoming inconstant toward stains. 
The stains used were borax carmine, alum carmine, Weigert's 
hsematoxylon, magenta, and Weigert's process. The author 
states that he finally obtained the best results with the last 
quoted method (sublimate solution followed by iodized 
alcohol). 

Bacteriological Examination of Tissues. — For the in- 
vestigation of microbes in the tissues the method of Gram is 
considered one of the best. It consists of staining the pre- 
parations with gentian violet, after which they are treated 
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with the iodo-iodide solution (iodine in potassium iodide). 
They are then bleached with absolute alcohol and again 
stained with an aqueous solution of eosin or saffranin. 
Baumgarten has recently improved on this process, and pro- 
duced what he calls triple staining. The details of his process, 
as given by M. Lewin, are as follows : 

The sections are washed in absolute alcohol, whence they 
are removed to a stain of borated picrocarmine (made by ad- 
ding crystals of picric acid to Grenacher's borated carmine 
solution until a blood-red color is obtained). In this they 
are left for five minutes, and when removed, the excess of col- 
oring matter is removed with filter paper. The sections are 
next placed in absolute alcohol, to which one or two crystals of 
picric acid have been added, or enough to give it the color of 
Rhine wine, and kept there from two to four minutes. The 
sections are then placed in gentian violet solution (Ehrlich's), 
made as follows : 5 parts oil of anilin are dissolved in 95 parta 
of water, and to the solution 11 parts of alcoholic solution of 
gentian violet are added. After agitation 10 parts of absolute 
alcohol are added, and the mixture filtered. The solution 
should be freshly made at least every eight days. From the 
gentian violet solution the sections are removed to Lugol's 
solution (iodine, 1 part ; potassium iodide, 2 parts ; water, 
300 parts), where they are left for one minute. From this 
they go to absolute alcohol again for thirty seconds. 

The sections are now heavily stained with gentian violet^ 
and in order to draw or bleach them, they are placed in a mix- 
ture of hydrochloric acid, 3 parts ; absolute alcohol, 97 parts. 
This is a delicate and critical point in the work, and must be 
very closely watched or all your labor will be lost. The 
operation is completed by again washing the sections in the 
picrated alcohol. The sections are cleared in oil of cloves 
and mounted in balsam dissolved in xylol. 

The old Nonsense Still on its Rounds. — It may be 
true, as sung by the poet, that 

Truth crushed to earth will rise again; 

The eternal years of God are hers; 
But Error, wounded writhes in pain 

And dies amid her worshipers; 

but if so, Error sometimes manages to do an immense amount 
of writhing before she finally gives up the ghost. On the con- 
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trary, it seems to us that when an error is once started on its 
rounds it becomes almost impossible to overtake it; and 
especially is this true if the same has a smack of the marvel- 
ous, or in any manner gives a back-handed lick at some hitherto 
accepted scientific theory or dogma. Under such circumstances 
error will make the circuit of the world before it can be chal- 
lenged, and will thrice encompass the globe ere the challenge 
is heard in the journals which are so ready to send error on 
a winged way. A striking illustration of the truth of this state- 
ment is furnished by the manner in which the paragraph abou 
the ** wonderful Swedish optical glass " which enables 
'* microscopists to see the one two-hundred-and-four-million- 
seven-hundred-thousandth (1-1-204,700,000) part of an inch, '' 
is still traveling on its scientific way, regardless of corrections 
and articles showing its falseness and absurdity. In this 
Journal for July we gave the history of this remarkable error 
showing that it originated in an interview with a local micros- 
copist and was published in the Post- Dispatch of ihiB city some . 
two years ago. The author of it had misunderstood the state- 
ment made in the Medical and Surgical Journal regarding 
the then new '* Apochromatic glass " of Zeiss and Abb6 and 
had evolved out of his inner conciousness the marvelous 
figures which are now floating around throughout newspaper- 
dom. The latest appearance of the story was in Ironmongery, 
whence it was copied into Tid-bits, both English journals, and 
both of which publish it with a flourish, and a whack at the 
scientists who so recently proclaimed that the probable limit 
of the magnifying power of the microscope had been reached. 

The fact is, an item of this sort is too often regarded by 
men who should know better, as of ** no harm, '' ** too absurd 
to notice, " and so it is allowed to go on its way spreading 
false information and supplanting the truth. The wide cir- 
culation of this error will probably have one good effect at 
any rate : It will teach its author how much easier it is to 
start a false idea than it is to check it after the impetus has 
once been given. 



The American Medical Association will hold its next 
annual meeting in Newport, R. I., the last Tuesday in June, 
instead of the first as heretofore announced. 
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Department of Dermatology anb (BemtO'UrinarB 

Diseases. 

CONDUCTED BY 

A. H. Ohmann-Dumesnil, A. M., M. D., of St. Louis. 

The Spread of Leprosy in Russia. — Dr. 0. Peterson 
considered the subject of the spread of leprosy in Russia, in a 
paper read at the late NaturforscherVersammlung held at Co- 
logne (Monatahefte fuer Praktische Dermatologie). The govern- 
ment reports place the total number of lepers at 817, Finland 
possessing 276 and Kuban 110. The eastern sea provinces and 
the northern half of the Caucasus contain the greatest num- 
bers. There is no doubt that the actual number is greater. 
From a study of the subject, Peterson concludes: 1^. That 
leprosy is a bacillar disease, which is transmitted by contact, 
and it is possible that a certain soil (individual disposition) 
is necessary for the development of the bacilli, in a manner 
similar to that which we find in other micro-organisms. 2^. 
Seeing the possibility of this transmission from man to man, 
colonies of lepers should be organized, in order to accomplish 
isolation, and thus prevent a further spread of the disease. 

Iodic Dermatitis Tuberosa. — Dr. R. W. Taylor gives a 
graphic description of a case of this rare affection in the N. F. 
Medical Journal j a colored plate accompanying the text. But 
two other cases have been described, one by Besnier and one 
by Duhring. The lesions consisted of tumors of a deep-red 
color, roundish or oval, and varying in size from a three-cent 
silver piece to that of a quarter-dollar. They were both ped- 
unculated and sessile. Each tumor was surrounded by a red 
areola which was very narrow. The tumors were soft, spongy, 
and non-resistant. The majority had over the surface a large 
number of minute openings, from which a small quantity of 
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pus could be forced to exude, by pressure. A portion exuded 
spontaneously, and formed crusts. The lesions were limited 
to the face. The cause was iodic intoxication. From a study 
of the lesions, the author concludes that this is but a variety 
of iodic eruption, every form of which he looks upon as being, 
pathologically, a dermatitis. He regards the term 'derma- 
titis tuberosa'' as appropriate, because as the papule grows 
into the tubercle, so may both grow into the tumor. 

Folliculitis et Perifolliculitis Decalvans. — M. Brocqhas 
reported to the Society M^dicale des H6pitaux the result of 
some studies on permanent baldness produced by folliculitis 
and perifolliculitis. He distinguishes three varieties, as fol- 
lows : P. Pseudo-Area Celsi (pseudo-pelade), which he de- 
scribed in 1885. In this the inflammatory process, both fol- 
licular and perifollicular, is characterized by a moderate red- 
ness and slight tumefaction of the scalp . The resultant bald 
spot is very slightly or not at all cicatricial. 2°. The disease 
described by Quinquaud, in which there is suppurative folli- 
culitis, but remaining discreet, distinct, and terminating in a 
shining and soft scar. 3^. Lupoid sycosis, in which the folli- 
culitis and perifolliculitis form a red, pustular, crustaceous and 
squamous inflammatory mass, with thickening of the tissues, 
and in which the lesion periodically extends, leaving at its 
central portion somewhat irregular, indurated cicatricial tissue, 
almost keloidal in some cases, and surrounded by the zone of 
the process in the active stage. From this it will be seen that 
the general features consist in, 1°, a follicular and perifollicu- 
lar inflammation ; 2°, a complete destruction of the hair pa- 
pillae, giving rise to permanent alopecia; 3°, the formation of 
tissue of a more or less cicatricial character; 4^, a certain 
tendency in the lesions to group themselves. 

Prognosis of Syphilis. — M. Morel-Lavall^e states in an 
article in the Gazette des Hopitaux that we must not forget 
that, in a practical point of view, the grave character of syph- 
ilis does not depend upon the greater or less virulence of the 
initial forms, but upon the dangers inherent in the visceral 
localizations of delayed tertiary forms. These being the most 
frequent (because the transition to the tertiary period, at least 
the mild form, is the rule) it becomes an impossibility to pre- 
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diet their number, their seat or their termination. On this 
account, it is impoBsible to make a prognosis in regard to the 
evolution of syphilis, as a nhole, in any individual. Fournier 
states that the most frequent tertiary localization, after the cu- 
taneous Byphilides,is the brain. In 2124 men presenting ter- 
tiary syphilis, 187 had cerebral syphilis, 8.8 ^ ; and this was 
ezclasiTe of such forms as paralyses of the cranial nerves, 
general pseudo-paralyses, etc., which are separately classified. 

Chancre of the Hard Palate. — This form of the extra- 
genital chancre is one that is rather infrequent. About a year 
ago I observed a case, occurring in a widower of 54, which I 
described in Progrtas. There were two chancres, as shown in 
the engraving, occurring oA the right side of the hard palate. 



Fig. 15: Cbancres of the Hard Palate. 

They were roundish in shape, had elevated borders, and were 
covered with a muco-purulent secretion. The ulcers were su- 
perficial in character, and accompanied by a foul odor. A well 
marked erythematous syphilide existed upon the chest. Being 
placed upon bichloride internally, improvement followed. 
The manner in which the initial lesions were acquired could 
not be definitely determined. The patient stated that he 
" scraped" his palate with the mouthpiece of his pipe, and 
that some time afterwards the "sores" made their appear- 
ance. He also stated, upon inquiry, that a number of young 
men were in the habit of smoking his pipe. 
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Gonorrhoea of the Mouth. — Dr. Condict W. Cutler re- 
ports, in the New York Medical Journal, the case of a young 
woman of twenty-one who confessed to having taken the penis 
of a sailor several times in her mouth. He was then suffer- 
ing from an attack of gonorrhoea. The next morning her 
mouth felt raw and dry^ and the saliva had a horrible taste. 
On the third day the gums and tongue became swollen and 
painful, and on the fifth day, the mouth was so intensely in- 
flamed that she was unable to eat. A whitish fluid, mixed 
with blood, having a nasty odor and taste, wais secreted. The 
lips were cracked and covered with herpetic lesions. Micro- 
organisms resembling the gonococcus were found, but their 
identity not fully established. Local applications of glycerine 
and bismuth subnitrate, together with a mouth-wash of chlo- 
rate of potassium, greatly relieved the symptoms. 



Department of Diseases of tlje Sye anb €ar* 

CONDUCTED BY 

A. D. Williams, M. D., St. Louis. 

What Causes Autophonia ? — In certain kinds of diseases 
of the ear persons complain of great annoyance from con- 
stantly hearing their own voices whenever they speak. This 
is designated autophonia, and often causes great confusion. 
The voice rings through the ear or ears in a most unpleasant 
way. Patients often compare it to speaking into the end of 
an empty barrel. One would naturally explain the phenom- 
enon by supposing that the Eustachian tubes from some cause 
remained unnaturally wide open, so that the sound from the 
voice would pass through the tubes directly into the drum. 
This is a mistaken idea. An open tube does not give rise to 
autophonia ; on the contrary, firm obstruction of the tube or 
drum, or both, does cause it. Then again autophonia is 
peculiarly characteristic of acute myringitis. Still further it 
is occasionally complained of in obstructed conditions of the 
external meatus from any cause. 

Autophonia, therefore, is due to obstruction and not to un- 
natural patency of the drum and its appendages. Its treat- 
ment, of course, consists in removing the obstructions, what- 
ever they may be. 
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Otorrhoea Causes Acute Meningitis and Death. — A 

few days since, I was requested to see an old man, who had 
otorrhoea from one ear for quite a while, and was supposed to 
be threatened with brain trouble as a consequence. I found a 
very corpulent and aged man with a very profase discharge 
from the left ear. Several years previously he had a similar 
attack in the right ear, which involved the mastoid process, 
and it became necessary to trephine it. The patient was 
lying on the bed, but was very restless and nervous, and was 
evidently suffering greatly, as he would frequently rub the 
side of his head. His temperature was about normal. It 
was impossible to communicate with him in any way, as he 
was totally deaf, — could not speak and could not read writing. 
In fact, was already semi-comatose. 

' Diagnosis, — Incipient meningitis, too late for treatment 
and entirely hopeless. I did not even examine the ear, as 
it was impossible to control the patient. There was no evi- 
dence of mastoid disease, but the patient died next day. 

All such cases should be energetically treated before the 
brain or its membranes become involved. After that, as a 
rule, it is too late ; and when acute meningitis is excited, as in 
this case, there is absolutely no hope. When an abscess of 
the brain results and can be definitely located, trephining will 
occasionally save life. Even here the subject must be favor- 
able, and we could scarcely expect success in a man of seventy 
and of enormous adiposity. 

Injury of the Eye by Lightning. — Dr. Buller, of 
Montreal, reports (^Archives of Ophthalmology for June, 1888) 
the case of a young woman, who was struck by lightning, 
causing a permanent injury to left eye. The lightning struck 
the chimney, passed into the house and struck the young 
woman over left eye, passing down in front of left ear, down 
the neck, in a forward direction, to the median line of the 
chest ; at the lower part of the abdomen it divided and passed 
down each leg, leaving the body through the great toes. Its 
course was marked by a red line in the skin and several burns 
at difi*erent points. 

The patient was unconscious and apparently lifeless for 
quite a while, but gradually came to. On examination the 
left eye was found to be permanently injured — in fact, nearly 
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destroyed. In appearance the ball was not changed ; the ac- 
tion of the external rectus was defective. The lens was 
rendered opaque in the posterior polar region. The choroid 
was ruptured in its outer portion, and the optic nerve was in- 
jured in such a way that it seemed to be undergoing white 
atrophy at the time of examination. 

It is very evident to my mind that these injuries were not 
the result of the electrical shock, but of the physical force of 
the stroke of lightning. In other words, the injury was the 
same as might result from any terribly violent blow. The 
ease is interesting because an injury of that kind to the eye is 
extremely, rare. It further shows that electricity is not to be 
feared so much on account of the electrical shock as on ac- 
count of its mechanical effect. 

Hsemorrhages into the Anterior Chamber, from Rup- 
ture of the Canal of Schlemm. — A young man was acci- 
dentally struck by a bird-shot on the inner sclero-corneal 
junction of left eye, just over the canal of Schlemm, with suf- 
ficient force to break through the sclerotic and, of course, to 
rupture the canal of Schlemm. The aqueous humor gushed 
out and a small portion of the iris prolapsed into the wound. 
The anterior chamber filled at once with blood, and fresh 
hsemorrhages have occurred sufficiently often to keep it more 
or less full of blood ever since the reception of the injury, now 
more than two weeks ago. The blood is being constantly ab- 
sorbed, but is as constantly supplied from the wound. It is 
evident that the source of the hsemorrhage is the ruptured 
canal of Schlemm. 

When I first saw the case, ten days after the injury, a con- 
siderable portion of the iris was still projecting externally 
from the wound and was much swollen. This I pulled out 
and snipped off. In doing so the anterior chamber was opened 
and most of the blood in it escaped, but it was soon replaced by 
a fresh heemorrhage. 

Whenever the canal of Schlemm is cut across or in any way 
broken, repeated hsemorrhages into the anterior chamber may 
be expected. I have heretofore mentioned the fact that 
hsemorrhages into the chamber occurred after cataract opera- 
tions, as they were made years ago, for the reason that the 
cut was then made farther back in the sclerotic so as to nearly 
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always divide the canal. In the last few years such after- 
haemorrhages are very rare, because the cut is usually made 
far enough forward to miss the canal entirely. 

The point of interest in the case under consideration is the 
fact that the canal was broken by a bird-shot, making a very 
small hole through the sclerotic. The shot came from far to the 
left, struck the eye with barely sufficient force to rupture the 
sclerotic, glanced off, passed inwards under the conjunctiva 
and lodged somewhere in the nose. This opinion is based on 
the fact that its course was indicated by a white line under the 
conjunctiva and by the further fact that the nose bled slightly 
at the time of injury. On this supposition I have given a 
somewhat favorable opinion as to the final outcome of the mat- 
ter. ' Of course, if the shot has entered the ball and lodged 
anywhere in the fundus, the eye is not only lost, but will in all 
probability have to be removed. So far, the blood in the ante- 
rior chamber has prevented all inspection of the interior of 
the eye. There is not now, and never has been, any pain, ex- 
cept when I snipped the protruding iris off. I expect to save 
the ball. 

Symptoms of Far.Sightedness in the Young. — I was 
recently consulted by a gentleman concerning the ** near- 
sightedness " of his son, a stout, hearty, ten year old boy, who 
accompanied him. The father stated that the boy was so 
^* near-sighted that he had to hold his book close to his face." 
The child himself said that he could not see the black-board 
well in school j that reading or looking at anything closely 
made his head ache ; that he can use his eyes only a little 
while at a time on account of the pain caused by the effort ; that 
he must hold everything very close to the eyes, as he can not 
see well in the distance ; and finally, that there is constantly 
a feeling of pulling, or drawing, about the eyes. 

Such were the symptoms, as given by the boy, and they are 
characteristic of a large class of anomalies of refraction in 
young people, with slight modifications in individual cases. 
In this case the eyes externally are normal in appearance. 
When the boy looks closely at an object, either in the distance 
or close to him, the left eye turns far in, toward the nose. 
This explains the sense of drawing mentioned. 

Concave glasses improve his vision in the distance. On 
the contrary, convex glasses make him see better in reading; 
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and at the same time enable him to hold the book farther 
away. 

Diagnosis, — Apparent short -i sigh tedness, but actual far- 
sightedness, the symptoms all being caused by spasmodic 
action of the focusing power. 

In order to determine the degree of the far-sightedness, 
definitely and positively, I relaxed the focusing power en- 
tirely by the local use of atropine solution three times a day 
for two days. 

On testing the eyes for glasses the next visit, I found 
that each eye required No. 6 convex glass. This shows a sur- 
prisingly high degree of hypermetropia for even the oldest 
people, and particularly so for one so young as the patient. 
No wonder his left eye turns inwardly and that the use of the 
eyes is painful I In order to enable him to see at all the 
focusing power must overcome, by excessive action, this ex- 
treme degree of far-sightedness, which is an impossibility for 
any considerable time. In such cases Ve do not often order the 
glasses corresponding to the exact degree of far-sightedness, 
as experience teaches that the eyes will not always tolerate 
the complete correction of such high degree of refractive 
anomaly. 

In this case I ordered No. 10 convex glasses, and will have 
the boy wear them constantly till the atropine pass oflf ; after 
that, only when he reads or does anything that requires close 
use of the eyes. With the glasses the boy will be able to use 
his eyes comfortably as much as he wishes. This refractive 
anomaly is evidently congenital. 



Albuminuria and Life Assurance. — Dr« James Tyson, 
the well-known writer on the examination of urine, in an ar- 
ticle to the Medical News concludes that life assurance associ- 
ations should recognize a condition of functional albuminuria 
out of consideration of their own interests, as well as in jus- 
tice to a class which is coming to be recognized as more numer- 
ous as our knowledge increases, and who are blindly excluded 
from benefits to which they are entitled. We might add that 
the examiners, in every case of albuminuria, should be in- 
fltructed to determine whether it was cyclic and functional or 
persistent and organic. 
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€xccrpts from Husstan, pdistf arib Bulgarian 

3ournaIs. 

CONDUCTED BY 

Valerius Idelson, M. D., of Berne, Switzerland. 

Atrophia Essentialis Bulbi. — Dr. Bogoslovsky, of Kos- 
troma, records (Proceedings of the Kostroma Medical Society, 
1887, No. 8, p. 17) an exceedingly rare instance of progressive 
idiopathic wasting of the left eye, developing rapidly during 
pregnancy, in a woman aged 35. In two months or so, the 
bulbus became *'as soft and flabby as cottonwool (vata) and 
lost its globular shape," while the lady's sight '' sank to a 
mere quantitative perception of light.'' Her right eye had be- 
come totally blind, from an unknown cause, long before. 

Bnemata in Enteric Fever. — In the Polish weekly Oazeta 
Lekarska, No 28, 1888, Dr. I. Fychowski writes that he ob- 
tained excellent results from administering enemata made of 
boiled water (at the ordinary room temperature) 3 or 4 times 
daily, in cases of typhoid fever complicated with severe cere- 
bral symptoms (delirium, apathy, etc.,) and highly offensive 
stools. Enemata made of a 3 per cent, solution of perman- 
ganate of potassium are said to act still better. The rationale 
of Dr. Fychowski's treatment may be easily surmised. The 
cerebral symptoms result from poisoning of the patient's sys- 
tem by products of decomposition of accumulated feeces ; the 
latter, therefore, are to be removed. 

A Simple Method of Forcible Feeding. — Dr. I. S. Ivan- 
oflF, of Kostroma, recommends (Proceedings of the Kostroma 
Medical Society, July 28, 1888, p. 4) the following method for 
forcible feeding, which he has successfully employed in the 
case of an insane lady who absolutely refused to take food, in 
consequence of her having some fixed idea on that point. 

360 
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Having seated and steadied the patient, he firmly closes her 
nostrils by pressure, which causes her to open the mouth for 
breathing; then he slightly bends the lady's head backwards 
and pours some liquid food into her mouth, by means of an 
ordinary spoon ; she appears to swallow without much strug- 
gle. The method is said to be very simple, and by far less 
troublesome and more convenient than the ordinary introduc- 
tion of a gastric sound through the nose. 

Nephred^omy in Renal Phthisis. — In the Oazeta Lekar^ 
9]ca, Nos. 1 and 2, 1888, Dr. Matlakowski, of Warsaw, details 
a successful case of extirpation of the right kidney in an ex- 
tremely emaciated peasant woman of 26, affected with incipi- 
ent pulmonary tuberculosis, fever and renal disease, the 
symptoms having appeared shortly after her last (very diffi- 
cult) labor, about eleven months before the operation. The 
latter was performed after OUier's method — that is, by an 
extraperitoneal lumbar incision with intracapsular extirpa- 
tion. The pedicle made of the ureter and blood vessels was 
stitched into the wound. There was but slight hsemorrhage. 
The kidney proved to be enlarged and consisted of large 
spherical cavities and cheesy masses, the still remaining 
renal tissue being studded with typical tubercles. The patient 
left one month and a-half later, in a greatly improved state — 
in fact, practically well in all respects. 

On the Treatment of Hiccough. — In the Allgemeine Med- 
izinische Central-Zeitung^ A.ug. 8, 1888, Dr. Pensky asserts (on 
the ground of his experience of about 20 years' duration) that 
hiccough can be infallibly and momentarily arrested by the 
following procedure : The patient should stand erect with his 
arms abducted from the body up to a horizontal level. The 
doctor (or anybody) places himself face to face with the pa- 
tient and compresses his radial arteries, while a third person 
makes the patient swallow slowly, but steadily (without any 
interruption) a tumblerful of water. Referring to Dr. Pens- 
ky's method, Mr. G. Glishtchin draws attention to the fact 
{Vratch, No. 37, 1888, p. 739) that hiccough, however severe 
or obstinate, can be swiftly stopped by a much less trouble- 
some aijd fussy procedure, and one practised by the Russian 
peasantry from time immemorial. It consists in making rapid 
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and deep inspirations, alternating with very slow and deep ex- 
pirations. The author employs this simple means with uni- 
form success in all cases he happens to meet. 

Iodine in Typhoid Fever. — Dr. P. Evseenko highly eulo- 
gises {NovoBti Terapii, Octob. 1888, p. 306) the internal ad- 
ministration of iodine in all cases of enteric fever (as had 
been first recommended by Sauer in 1840), the drug acting 
both as an intestinal antiseptic and ''specific." There do not 
exist any contra-indi cations to the use of iodine, as the author 
believes. He uses the two following formulae, either : 

9 Oleiricini gj. 

Tinct. iodi gtt. z. 

01. menthse piperitse gtt. ij. 

M. Sig. A tablespoonful of the mixture at the beginning of 
the treatment, the other two days later. 

Or: 

9 AmyW ioiAii Ph, Ro88 gr. z. 

Elaeosacchari menthse gr. x. 

M. F. pulveres No. 24. Sig. A powder, in a wineglassfal 
of water, an hour before meals, three times daily. 

In addition, he orders frequent oral garglings with iodine 
water, or a solution of permanganate of potassium. 

[^Amylum iodatum Ph, Rosaicds contains 3.33 % of iodine; 
the Elaeo-saccharum Menthse pip., one drop of the oil to 2 
grammes of sugar. — Reporter."] 

Genital Metastases in Mumps. — ^^Dr. Von Huebner, of 
Riga, draws attention {Proceedings of the Riga Society of Ger- 
man Practitioners, May 4, 1888, p. 637) to this subject which 
has been puzzling practitioners from the time of Hippocrates. 
In parotitic women, sometimes (comparatively seldom) there 
appear oedema of the external genitals, tumefaction of the 
ovaries and enlargement of the inguinal lymphatic glands. In 
male patients, chiefly in adolescents, genital metastases are 
observed not infrequently. Most commonly there occurs 
orchitis with hydrocele and subcutaneous oedema, the symp- 
toms being a vague ailing and dragging pain, sometimes 
accompanied by a scanty urethral discharge. As a rule, the 
right testicle alone is affected ; but in exceptional cases a 
double orchitis may be met with. The symptoms ^sually 
supervene just after the subsidence of the parotid inflamma- 
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tion, and increase for from three to six days, recovery ensuing 
in one or two weeks. Recently, Dr. Huebner saw a small 
epidemic of mumps^ limited to two adjoining streets and 
attacking seven men and three women. In five of the seven 
men metastatic orchitis occurred and disappeared without 
leaving any traces, under the influence of cold water and iodo- 
form. All the patients were blacksmiths by trade. Hence 
Dr. Huebner draws the conclusion that heavy work may cre- 
ate a predisposition to metastatic orchitis. According to hi& 
views, mumps represent an infectious disease with multiple 
''localization." 

A Typical Case of Kleptomania. — Dr. N. A. Pokrovsky, 
of Tambov, reports {Proceedings of the Tambov Medical Society y 
No. 5, 1888, p. 132) an interesting instance of kleptomania, 
referring to a male peasant who has been recently admitted to 
the local lunatic asylum. He had been repeatedly prose- 
cuted by law and imprisoned for stealing the contents of va- 
rious church-boxes, and the property of his neighbors in his 
village. Having stolen one thing or another, he never sold it, 
or exchanged it for drink, or in any way used it to his advan- 
tage. On the contrary, the man either buried it somewhere 
about the village, or simply threw it away out of everybody's 
reach. Matters went on in this way until he was once seen,, 
while at work in the field, to steal the harness from hia own^ 
horse and to conceal it deeply at the spot. Feeling yet unsat- 
isfied with that, he stealthily cut away — that is, actually stole — 
his horse's tail, and proceeded to similarly bury it somewhere 
far off from the village. When at last brought to the asylum, 
he continued to steal everything he could from the other in- 
mates, who often beat him for such acts. It is highly inter- 
esting to note that he invariably remained fully conscious of 
his having a morbid *' stealing itch," and never was heard to 
complain to the doctor of his being beaten by other patients. 
Nay, the unhappy man more than once implored the doctor 
(though vainly, of course,) "to give him a good whipping." 
[It would be very interesting to learn all the other clinical 
particulars concerning the patient's physical and mental state, 
his family history, etc. , as it is quite familiar to all that klep- 
tomania represents nothing but a symptom occurring in the 
course of several psychoses, and by itself constitutes a dis- 
ease no more than — for instance — cough does. — ReporterJ] 
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Parenchymatous Inje(5tion of Iodine in Goitre. — In 
the St. Petersburg monthly Khiriirgitchesky Vestnik^ March 
and April, 1888, p. 181, ProfeBsor Nikolai I. Stiideneky, of 
Kazan, says that his personal experience of 10 years' dura- 
tion justifies him in placing parenchymatous injections of 
iodine among the radical methods of treatment of goitre, 
especially of a soft consistence. He injects Lugol's solution, 
a (Pravaz) syringeful at a sitting, once a week. Of nine cases 
reported, but two proved failures. In the remaining seven, 
occurring in women aged from 23 to 56, with thyroid tumors, 
varying in size from a hen's egg to a twelve-month child's 
head, a permanent cure followed, the number of injections in 
each case varying from 7 to 10. The softer and smaller the 
tumor the more rapidly it dwindles away. Even very large 
and hard (fibroid) goitre can be cured by iodine, as two bril- 
liant cases of Prof. Stiidensky unmistakably prove. As to 
any unpleasant accompanying effects of the treatment, in four 
of the nine cases reported, the patients complained of general 
weakness and rapid fatigue on walking and working, while 
some of them markedly lost flesh, in addition. All the symp- 
toms, however, rapidly disappeared after the termination of 
the course of treatment. In a couple of cases, an iodic rash 
with bronchitis and pharyngeal dryness was observed. In 
one patient fairly intense strumitis developed after 24 sittings. 
An incision emptied a gruel-like matter of a brownish color^ 
but no pus ; in a week the wound closed, the tumor disap- 
peared without leaving a trace. In another patient, the injec- 
tion was suddenly followed by an intense burning pain about 
the corresponding temporal region and the whole side of the 
head, and on the next day by a brownish discoloration of the 
superficial blood vessels, with a marked iodine taste about the 
mouth. The symptoms subsided in a week or so. They 
were thought to be caused by accidentally wounding, and 
injecting the solution into, a blood vessel. Such untoward 
accidents may be avoided by performing the injection as 
slowly as possible and discontinuing it at once on the patient 
complaining of pain at some distance from the puncture. 

Bacfleriology of Snow.— In the Vratchy No. 37, 1888, p. 
727, Dr. F. G. lanovsky, of Kiev, publishes an able account 
of his bacteriosopic researches concerning snow, and carried 
out in Professor K. G. Tritshel's laboratory in February, 1888. 
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His main results may be condensed as follows : 1°. Snow is 
proven to contain considerable, though varying, numbers of 
diflferent microbes — and that even when collected and exam- 
ined just after its fall (that is, when caught in a sterilized ves- 
sel at the moment it reaches the ground). 2^. The numbers, 
however, are by far less than those of microbes detected in 
ice. 3°. A certain, relatively smaller, proportion of the bac- 
teria is derived from aqueous vapors transformed into snow, 
while the remaining microbes are probably brought down by 
snowflakes on their passage through the air. 4°. A more or 
less prolonged exposure to a low temperature seems to have 
no marked destructive action on the microbes present in snow. 
At least, 1 cub. cent, of the snow which had been lying 3 days 
at — 16° C, was still found to contain as many as 228 bacteria. 
[ Nevertheless, Dr. T. Mitchell Prudden states that an intense 
cold gradually destroys microbes in ice.] .5°. Several species 
of micro-organisms are met with in snow, some of which 
liquefy gelatin, and others do not. 6°. As a rule, quite re- 
cent snow contains considerable quantities of microbes which 
liquefy gelatin, while an older one is either wholly free from 
them, or contains them only in very scanty numbers. 7°. The 
following three species of micro-organisms are most commonly 
met with, and in greatest numbers : a. large oval diplococci, 
liquefying gelatin on the third day, in the shape of a funnel- 
like sac, with a whitish flocculent precipitate at the bottom, 
while the colonies in the beginning have a greenish tint, the 
microbes possessing an energetic motion ; 6. similarly very 
mobile small cocci, not liquefying gelatin, and slowly growing 
along the needle's track, the growth being rather linear and 
consisting of greyish- white, minute, punctiform colonies ; c. 
very large cocci, liquefying gelatin, but strikingly slowly (by 
the end of 3 weeks) and growing along the needle's track in 
the shape of a sharply circumscribed linear streak of a beau- 
tiful pink color, with a superficial, prominent, circular rosy 
patch. The species a and 6 are met as commonly in the water 
of the river Dnieper, while the pink coccus is said to occur only 
in snow. 

Urtication as an Epispastic Remedy.— In a very able 
and lucid paper in the Moscow bi-weekly Meditzinskoie Ohoz- 
renie\ Nov. 16, 1888, p. 330, Dr. Vladislav A. Prankovsky, of 
Kharkov, emphatically recommends urtication — that is, a 
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moderately strong pricking or Blapping with a bunch of the 
urtica dioica or urtica urens — as the best epispastic means of 
all yet known. The pricking must last from one to several 
minutes at a time, until the characteristic wheals appear. 
According to peculiarities of individual cases^ the sittings of 
this kind must be repeated daily or every few days, or several 
times a day. Only the fresh, green (and not dried) plant is to 
be employed for the purpose. The familiar burning or sting- 
ing sensation, though invariably very acute at the first few 
strokes, does not increase on subsequent blows. It rapidly 
disappears after the sitting, to give place^ as a rule, to ''a 
most pleasant local warmth and a general cheering-up and 
refreshing sensation," while the skin assumes its usual appear- 
ance (except an occasional slight and fleeting discoloration). 
The degree of the local irritation (as manifested by redness* 
burning pain, oedematous infiltration of the skin and wheals) 
varies, on the one hand, with the softness or hardness of the 
patient's skin, and, on the other, with the duration and fre- 
quency of the sittings, as well as with the freshness and 
succulence of the nettle used. The advantages claimed by Dr. 
Frankovsky for urtication (on the ground of about one hundred 
thousand caseSj treated by him during several decades of his 
practice) are these : 1°. The epispastic means in question 
may be safely applied with a free hand over a broad and wide 
area of the patient's body. 2°. While being most easily ob- 
tainable everywhere (at least during two-thirds of the year) it 
proves at the same time, most effective in regard to both its 
local and general (an tispastic) action. 3^. The nettle isabso- 
lutely free from any danger to the patient's system, and that 
even when applied frequently and freely. 4°. It does not 
give rise to eczema, furuncles or suppurating ulceration, 
which circumstance is of paramount importance in exhausted, 
diabetic and old subjects. 6°. It does not leave any spots, scars 
(or any traces) on the skin, as a general rule. 6®. It does not 
irritate the kidneys. 7°. It is is extremely cheap ; while its 
application is very simple as well as cleanly and free from any 
odor. Its use is more or less inconvenient only in the case of 
children ; in such persons as happen to experience a prolonged 
and annoying itching after the urtication ; and, finally, in the 
presence of cutaneous oedema, ulcers, or eruptions. Urtica- 
tion is indicated in all cases where irritating or revulsive means 
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are to be employed. It has proven especially beneficial: 
1**. In various nervous diseases accompanied with ansesthesia 
or paralyses of a peripheral origin, in neuralgias, especially in 
Bciatica, as well as in incipient tabes dorsalis. 2^. In affections 
of the heart and vascular system generally, associated with 
dyspnoea, precardial anxiety, and oppression. Here **the 
urtication of the back and of the whole body brings rapid and 
marked relief of all the agonizing symptoms." 3°. In pulmo- 
nary affections, where the urtication of the back and chest is 
soon followed by a considerable alleviation of the cough, ex- 
pectoration and sensation of weight within the chest, as well 
as by amelioration of the patient's subjective sensations. 4^. 
In amenorrhoea ; here, when applied to the lumbar, sacral and 
inner femoral regions, the nettle alone often brings about the 
result desired. 5^ In male impotence, the urtication of the 
loins, sacral region and genital parts frequently proves most 
useful. 6^. The same may be said in regard to rheumatic, 
muscular and articular pains, in which the nettle and cold 
baths very often prove more beneficial than any ordinary 
means. 7°. Urtication represents an invaluable resuscitating 
means in cases of swoons, asphyxia, profound sopor, commotion 
of the brain and all other states accompanied by loss of con- 
sciousness. 



THERAPEUTICS. 

Treatment of Biliary Lithiasis. — M. Milliard reports 
that Dr. Feille's of Angers had recently succeeded in causing 
the expulsion of twenty biliary calculi by the administration 
of four ounces of olive oil over night, and following it up with 
a full dose of castor oil in the morning. 

Mrs. Allen's Hair Restorative is said to be composed as 

follows: 

Precipitated Sulphur 1.69 

Ceylon Cinnamon 20 

Glycerine 32.00 

Crystalized Acetate of Lead 2.65 

Water 63.00 

Mix and flavor with some essence. This should not be ap- 
plied with the palm of tho hand (!). 
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Injection Brou. — This is familiar to every one of our 
readers, by name at least, but many are ignorant of its com* 
position. A recent German journal publishes this as its 
formula : 

Take two parts of boiling water and with it make an in- 
fusion by adding of crude opium } part, cachou } part, and 
saffron 1 part. Filter and add H parts of acetate of lead, and 
8 parts of sulphate of zinc. 

To Disguise the Taste of Quinine. — The formulae which 
have been given for this purpose are innumerable. Dr. Hugo 
Engel adds one to the already growing list, (Oazeta Medica de 
Grenada) recommending this formula : 



QainisB Salphatis partes i. 

Ammonii Muriat " i. 

Pulv. GlycyrrhizfiB ** i. 

M. 

The muriate of ammonia and powdered liquorice should 

be well mixed, then add the quinine and finally enough honey 

to form an electuary. 

The Disinfectant used at St. Thomas' Hospital, in 
London. — The solution of bichloride is used in the maternity 
department (Corr. Sacramento Medical Times). The strength 
is 1:1000, made with the following powder : 



Hydrargyri bichloridi gr. x. 

Acid, tartaric! gr. 1. 

Cocci cacti gr. i. 

M. 

The cochineal is added to prevent mistakes as to the na. 
ture of the solution. The lubricant used is a solution of cor- 
rosive sublimate in glycerine 1:1000. 

A Dangerous Vehicle for Alcaloids. — Among the 
vehicles for alkaloids recently recommended is cherry-laurel 
water, which, it is claimed, will prevent the formation of 
fungous vegetations in such solutions. Recent experiments 
have demonstrated (says Nouveaux Rem^des) that when 
sulphate or muriate of morphine, for instance, is dissolved in 
cherry-laurel water (or bitter almond water, which is also 
recommended), there immediately sets up a slow decomposi- 
tion of the alkaloid, attended with the formation of cyanide of 
morphine. This being insoluble, sinks to the bottom of the 
container, and the patient, unless warned, is in danger of get- 
ting a lethal dose of the deadly salt. 
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Therapeutics of Bright*s Disease. — The Revue ginirale 
de elinique et de thirapeutique gives the following summary of 
the therapeutics of Blight's Disease. 

Classic Regimen : Climatic precautions consist in avoiding 
humidity and rapid changes of temperature. In dietetics the 
patient is told to avoid highly spiced and irritant foods ; avoid 
eggs, wines, liquors and beer and to confine himself to the 
milk diet, either absolute or mixed. 

Senator's Regimen: This permits the use of white meats, 
including pork, starchy and herbaceous foods, fruits, fats and 
milk. It also allows wine diluted with water. It forbids all 
red meats. 

SemmoWs Regimen: This consists in the observance of the 
foregoing rules and as an internal remedy its author pre- 
scribes the following, to be taken daily : 

'^ Potassium iodide ^rs. zvi 

Sodium phosphate 3 ss 

Sodium chloride 3 iss 

Water O i j 

Mix and dissolve. 

This amount suffices for 24 hours and is to be taken at con- 
venient intervals. 

Bamberger's Regimen : This prescribes the rigid adher- 
ence to the milk diet, and assists it with tonics and iron. Its 
author recommends the following. 

1. Pills of perchloride of iron after the following formula^ 
from 3 to 6 to be taken during the 24 hours : 

5fc Perchloride of iron 3 ss 

Marsh trefoil (menyanthes trif.) in powder 9 iv 

£xtract of taraxicum, sufficient. 

Mix and divide into 100 pills. 

2. Pills of sulphate of iron. For these Bamberger prefers 
Wiethe's formula as follows. 

^ Sulphate of iron 9 iv 

Sodmm bicarbonate 9 iv 

Extract of taraxicum, sufficient. 

Mix and make into 60 pills, of which 3 are to be taken in 
the morning and a similar number on going to bed. 

3. Infusion of cinchona bark, made by exhausting 300 
grains of the contused bark with 6 ounces of boiling water, 
and sweetening with half an ounce of syrup of orange peel. 
A tablespoonful of this infusion [s to be taken every two 
hours. 
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PATHOLOGICAL AND PHYSIOLOGICAL NOTES. 

Diseases of Nervous System and Trophic Lesions. — 
The question of the relation between trophic lesions and dis- 
eases of the nervous system, excluding changes within the 
central nervous system itself, is one which is not only of the 
highest interest but one whose solution will carry with it 
suggestions of the highest importance from a therapeutic 
point of view. Dr. E. C. Seguin has taken this into consid- 
eration (Journal of Nervous and Mental Disease) and from his 
researches upon this subject he ventures to suggest that *' dis- 
ease of the nervous system produces true trophic lesions 
when it interferes with the associated or inter-dependent life 
of continuous tissues." 

Hepatic Insufficiency. — Dr. E. Jeanselme states, in 
Gazette des Hopitaux, that hepatic insufficiency is a symptom, 
the result of some functional trouble or of a structural altera- 
tion of hepatic cells, manifesting itself by a temporary or 
permanent change, or suppression of the hepatic functions. 
The less comprehensive term acholia is frequently employed 
to express hepatic insufficiency. In the same manner that 
uremia is the common termination of renal affections, and 
asystolia that of heart troubles, so is hepatic insufficiency the 
almost inevitable termination of many diseases, particularly 
of those of the liver. The fundamental characteristics of this 
symptom remain always the same, but they may be partially 
masked by the causative disease. From this there result 
three principal phases. When it is the result of a chronic 
trouble it is, so to speak, latent and must be looked for. In 
infectious diseases it is, to a great degree, masked by the 
grave symptoms of the disease causing it. In hepatic dis- 
eases, on the other hand, this insufficiency forms a prominent 
symptom which can be studied independently of the condi- 
tion causing it. 

Nature and Origin of Tetanus. — At the stance of Oct. 
30, of the Academic de M6decine, M. Verneuil read a report on 
two communications to the Acaddmie which had been referred 
to him. The one was by M. Berger on the transmissibility 
of the disease from man to joian, and the other by M. Richelot 
on the infectious nature of tetanus. Reserving his remarks on 
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the papers for their discussion at a future time, the reporter 
said that the inter-human transmissibility of the disease, the 
principle of which could scarcely be contested, as yet rests 
upon a few reported cases only, and by but few facts. Trans- 
mission would seem from what had thus far been observed, to 
be by contact, direct or indirect, only, and not through atmos- 
pheric infection. Not a single fact or observation could be 

adduced in support of the latter method of transmission, 
while the former is supported by a number of clinical observa- 
tions. It is, however, frequently very difficult to specify the 
exact intermediary or vehicle of transmission between the first 
tetanic and those infected by or from him. This line of re- 
search is one that in the opinion of the reporter, should be 
pursued with the greatest zeal in order that the mode of exten- 
sion, rare though it be, might be discovered and suppressed. 

OBSTETRICS AND DISEASES OF WOMEN AND CHILDREN. 

Leucorrhoea in Children. — In these cases, according to 
the College and Clinical Record, Dr. Parvin recommends pen- 
cils of iodoform containing three or four grains each, to be in- 
troduced into the vagina. Of course, this is in cases where 
injections cannot be used; or the following solution may be 
dropped between the labia : 

Q Argenti nitratis gr. v. 

Aquae gi. 

If. et ft, sol. 

Gonorrhcea in Women. — In a study of this subject by 
M. Herard (Lyon MidicaX) the following interesting statistics 
are given. In 483 women it was found that the disease was 
localized as follows : 

Urethra 114 

Vagina 7 

Glands of Bartholini 2 

Uterus 1 

Anus 1 

The vagina is the most frequently attacked in little girls, 
the urethra in women. While gonorrhoea may limit itself to 
the mucous membrane of a single organ, it most frequently at- 
tacks several at one time. 

Double Placenta in Single Pregnancy. — M. Gutoiot 
presented to the Academy of Medicine, of Paris, a double 
placenta obtained from all-para, delivered at the eighth and a 
half month of a single healthy child. The placenta consisted 
of two flattened symmetrical portions, each one receiving one 
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of the arteries of the cord, the vein being formed by the 
fusion of large vascular trunks on the membranes and coming 
separately from the placental substance. The umbilical cord 
was bifurcated, the spiral form disappearing at the point of 
separation. Without entering into all of the interesting 
points connected with such a state of affairs, its medico-legal 
aspect is one which should not be overlooked. The 
presence of the umbilical cord only, could decide with cer- 
tainty the fact of a single or double pregnancy, in such a case, 
so that a double placenta accompanied by but one child 
would be no conclusive evidence of infanticide. 

SURGERY. 

Horn of Glans Penis. — If our readers will remember, a 
case of this nature was not long since noted in the Journal, 
Dr. D. G. Brinton having reported it together with a collation 
of similar published reports. M. Chauffard recently pre- 
sented to the Soci^t6 Mddicaledes H6pitaux, of Paris, a speci- 
men of a horn of the glans penis, having a spiral shape. The 
patient was 69 years of age and was circumcised a few years 
ago for a small papilloma of the frsenum. The papilloma 

was excised twice and then followed by the horny growth 
measuring 3} centimetres (II inch) in lenpjth and 2} (1 inch) 
in circumference. The horn was located near the corona 
glandis, upon the superior aspect and directed farwards and 
outwards, proving quite an inconvenient obstacle to locomo- 
tion. 

Surgery of Gummata of the Nasal Cavities. — Gum- 
matous growths in the nasal cavities are rather un- 
usual and their successful surgical treatment is worthy of 
some consideration. Dr. A. G. Hobbs gives his conclusions 
on this subject in the Southern Medical Record, He thinks 
that there are cases in which surgical interference becomea 
urgently necessary, and the fear of producing uncontrollable 
ulcerations is without foundation. When the stenosis, caused 

by a gumma, is such as to produce marked reflex symptoms, 
such as asthma, coughs, insomnia, headache, etc., alterative 
treatment is too slow, and surgical measures are indicated. 
There is no dangerous or even alarming loss of blood, 
although the pain is considerable, but even this latter may be 
mitigated by the use of cocaine. 
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Book Hepteips, 

A System of Gynaecology by American Authors. Edited 
by Matthew D. Mann, A. M., M. D. Vol. II. Large 
8vo. pp. 1180. Illustrated with 4 colored plates and 360 
engravings on wood. [Philadelphia : Lea Brothers & Co. 
1888. Price, 86.00. 

The long expected second volume of this work, the first 
volume of which was reviewed by us in extenso on its appear- 
ance just one year ago, has made its appearance, and we but 
voice the unanimous sentiment of all who have examined it 
when we declare that it is a fitting continuation of so noble 
a beginning and great an undertaking. 

The editor has been particularly fortunate in the present 
volume, in the choice of his writers and contributors, the list 
embracing names that are familiar wherever medicine, as we 
understand the word, is known and practiced. Baker, Battey, 
Coe, Emmett, Goodell, Lusk, Lee, Gross, Thomas, Wylie, 
«ach have chapters, and there are contributions from several 
others, scarcely less renowned. 

Each writer has contributed a chapter on the subject to 
which he has devoted especial attention and for which he is 
probably best known as an investigator or operator, and the 
consequence is a well rounded work of singular completeness. 

In our review of the first volume, we gave a sketch of the 
scheme upon which the work is constructed, and will not re- 
peat it here. The present volume takes up the science where 
it was left off* at the close of the former one, the first essay 
being on the Diseases of the Vagina and is written by Chas. 
OarroU Lee. Dr. Geo. J. Englemann follows with Hystero- 
Neuroses. Extra-uterine Gestation, by T. Gaillard Thomas 
follows. Dr. Samuel W. Gross treats of Tumors of the 
Breast, while Dr. Roswell Park deals with Diseases of the 
Breast other than tumors ; then follow in succesion chapters 
on Pistulse, by Ed. W. Jenks ; Diseases of the Bladder and 
Urethra, by Wm. H, Baker; Non Malignant Tumors of the 
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x 

Uterus^ by R. Stansbury Sutton ; Malignant Diseases of the 
same organ, by W. T. Lusk ; Lacerations of the Cervix, by 
Bache McE. Emmet; Chronic Inversion, by Saml. C. Busey ; 
Injuries and Lacerations of the Perineum and Pelvic Floor, 
by Howard A. Kelley ; The Treatment of Ovarian and Extra- 
Ovarian Tumors, by William Goodell ; Diseases of the 
Ovaries, by Robert Battey and Henry C. Coe ; DiseaseH of the 
Fallopian Tubes, by H. C. Coe ; The Pathology of Ovarian 
Tumors, by Stephen Y. Howell ; The Clinical Ilistory and 
Diagnosis of Pelvic Tumors other than uterine and tubal, by 
the editor, and closing with a chapter on Displacements of the 
Uterus, by Geo. T. Harrison. 

In a work of this magnitude and especial scope, the editor 
of a journal devoted to general medicine and surgery can, of 
course, do no more than notice its salient features and main 

f>oints. Especially is this true when the writer has but 
imited space and must write currente calamo. He must leave 
its critical examination to experts and to journals devoted to 
the especial departments of medicine to which the work is 
devoted. The book is essentially one of reference, and so far 
as we are able to judge, from a careful examination of its con- 
tents, is admirably suited to the end for which it was written 
and collated. Dr. Mann, the editor, cannot receive too much 
praise for his admirable judgment in the arrangement of the 
matter at his disposal. 

Of this book itself, its typography,. paper and makeup, 
we need only say that it is in the very best style of the Leas 
— a house whose reputation for publishing and making good 
books rests on a record of three generations of honest work. 
We can say no more. The illustrations are some of them old 
acquaintances, but are thoroughly good and appropriate, 
but the bulk are new and equally sood. The colored plates 
are admirable, being from the well-known lithographing house 
of Sinclair & Son. The index is full, complete and admirable. 
To use a trite, but often meaningless phrase, we certainly 
think that no physician's library should be without this work. 

Excessive Venery, Masturbation and Continence. The 
Etiology, Pathology and Treatment of the diseases result- 
ing from Venereal Excesses, Masturbation and Continence. 
By Joseph W. Howe, M. D. Small 8vo. Pp. 299. [New 
York: E. B. Treat, 1888. Price $2.75. 

The author of this little volume has faced an issue which 
is one of importance, not only from a medical point of view 
but from a moral standpoint as well. He does not indulge 
in any of the time-worn moralizings which have, in many in- 
stances, served only to render a book distasteful, but he has 
had the rare good taste to handle his subject from a common 
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sense view and he aptly illustrates each point that he wishes 
to make. 

In regard to continence Dr. Howe gives excellent advice. 
He says, ^'The organs of generation were intended for the 
propagation of the species during adult life, and the perfor- 
mance of their functions in the married state conduces to a 
healthy condition of mind and bodv. Every man with a 
healthy organism should be married before the age of twenty- 
four." If the man do not marry and be polygamous in his 
instiiicts **then it is the physician's unpleasant duty to accept 
the fact and to regulate his illicit intercourse, which he cer- 
tainly will indulge in, no matter at what risk or consequence.'' 

Spermatorrhoea, impotence and allied disorders are treated 
of fully, the opening chapters of this excellent little work 
being devoted to general considerations of the sexual hygiene 
and functions in both sexes, together with chapters on the 
anatomy and physiology of the genital apparatus. The 
mechanical work is unexceptional. 

The National Formulary of UnoflScinal Preparations. First 
Issue. By authority of the American Pharmaceutical As- 
sociation. 8vo. Pp. 176. [Published by the American 
Pharmaceutical Association, 1888. 

The intention in bringing out this little book was to fur- 
nish druggists with a supplement to the Pharmacopoeia. It 
is a well known fact that a large number of unofficinal prepara- 
tions are so largely prescribed that druggists keep them in 
their regular stock. In order to secure uniformity in their 
preparation a committee of the American Pharmaceutical 
Association hit upon the present plan. The book is certain to 
prove of the greatest value, as far as it goes, and it is this very 
limit upon its volume that will limit its usefulness. There 
are many preparations, prescribed quite often, which are not 
given even a casual mention in the book before us. One ex- 
ample may perhaps suffice. An ointment of much value and 
often prescribed is the unguentum diachyli Hebrae. It would be 
prescribed more often did druggists, as a rule, know how to 
make a nice preparation of it. Not doing this substitutes in- 
ferior in therapeutic value are prescribed and dispensed. It 
would be a good idea for the committee to have a number of 
representative physicians cooperate with it and by a careful 
revision of formulas suggested, increase the value and useful- 
ness of the present work, both for the druggist and for the 
physician. We can, however, cheerfully recommend this 
opuscule to every dispensing druggist as a valuable addition 
to his pharmaceutical literature, the more so as it will have 
a tendency to secure greater uniformity in the preparation of 
medicinal compounds. 
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The Language of Medicine : A Manual giving the Origin, 
Etymology, Pronunciation, and Meaning of the Technical 
Terms found in Medical Literature. By F. R. Campbell, 
A. M., M. D., Professor of Materia Medica and Therapeu- 
tics, Medical Department of Niagara University. 8vo. Pp. 
318. [New York: D. Appleton & Co. 1888. Price $3.00. 

Dr. Campbell's work is intended to provide the medical 
student with a suitable means of acquiring the vocabulary of 
his profession. It is equally valuable to the practitioner. 

Part I, is devoted to the origin of the language of medi- 
oine ; Part II. The Latin element in language of medicine. In 
this latter subdivision, sufficient of the rules of Latin grammar 
are given to enable one to write prescriptions properly. 
Part III, is devoted to the Greek element in the language 
of medicine, and Part IV to elements derived from the modern 
languages. No one can read this admirable work without 
being impressed with the scholarly attainments of its author. 

Hand-Book of Historical and Geographical Phthisiology, 
with special reference to the distribution of consumption 
in the United States. Compiled and arranged by George 
A. Evans, M. D., 8vo, pp. 295. [New York: D. Appleton 
& Co. ; St. Louis : John L. Boland, 1888. Price $2.00. 

Dr. Evans has made a careful research of the literature 
pertaining to his subject, and has compiled the information thus 
gathered in the most convenient form. The historical sketch 
of the development of our knowledge of pulmonary consump- 
tion is especially interesting. The data in regard to the 
geographical distribution of the disease are especially valu- 
able, as they enable one at once to learn where and when not 
to send his patients afflicted with this dread disease. 

Intracranial Tumors. By Byron Bramwell, M. D., P. 
R. C. P. E., P. R. S. E., 8vo. pp. 270; with 116 illustra- 
tions. [Philadelphia: J. B. Lippincott Co. 1888. Price, 
$4.50. 

It has seldom been our good fortune to notice a medical 
book so artistically gotten up, in the way of typographical 
work, as the one under consideration. The paper is excellent, 
the printing clear, sharp and distinct, and the illustrations 
elegant and artistic. The subject matter is essentially based 
upon the author's own clinical experience, although he has 
not failed to make generous use of material oflFered by his con- 
freres. The work is one that will be welcomed by all who 
are interested in diseases of the brain, as well as in the more 
modern phases of brain surgery. 
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Citerary ZTotes. 

La Revista Medica de la Plata is the title of a new 
monthly medical journal which has just appeared in La Plata. 

The Illustrated Medical Journal is the latest in London. 
It is to give a colored lithograph in each issue, besides a large 
number of illustrations. It is to be issued weekly. 

• 

Owing to pressure upon our space we are still behind in 
our notices and reviews of books which have been sent us. 
We crave the indulgence of the senders, and will catch up in 
a little while. 

The Maritime Medical News, whose initial number ap- 
peared in November is a bi-monthly published at Halifax, N. 
S. It has quite a corps of editors who are anxious to cater 
to the maritime provinces of British America. 

The Physicians* Visiting List for 1889, issued by P. 
Blakiston, Son & Co., of Philadelphia, is up to the usual 
mark. Those who have had occasion to use this neat and 
compact visiting list do not look any further and are satisfied 
to keep on using it. To those who have not used it we can 
recommend it for trial. 

The Archives of Gynaecology has printed during the 
past year seven hundred and twenty-eight separate articles 
upon topics pertaining to gynaecology, thus carrying out the 
promise of its publishers and editors, to publish all current 
thought in these departments of medical knowledge. It is 
issued by Leonard & Co., 141 Broadway, New York, at $3.00 
per annum. 

Ultimate Finance is the title of the November number of 
the Humbolt Library. It is a short but comprehensive essay 
on the theory of cooperation, by Wm. Nelson Black. The 
style is attractive and the arguments of the author, while 
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liable to the charge of Utopianism, seem very convincing. 
One thing is self-evident to every reader, Mr. Black thinks 
that cooperation is the true solution of the great problem 
of labor and capital — the *' ultimate finance '' of the (we are 
afraid a long way off) future. 

Medical Chips is the title which appears upon No. 1, Vol. 
II., of the journal that was formerly known as the International 
Medical and Surgical Synopsis, Medical Chips looks hand- 
somer, contains better matter and seems to have had a gen- 
eral waking up. We are glad to note these active signs of 
prosperity, more especially as our young cotemporary is a St. 
Louis institution. 

The Physicians' Pocket Day-Book. — This is the tenth 
annual visit of Dr. G. Henri Leonard's popular ** day-book," 
the features of which are sufficiently familiar to need no de- 
scription. The size (7} x 3i inches and about i inch thick) is 
very convenient and the arrangement excellent. It is pro- 
vided with the usual posological tables of new and old 
remedies, tests for urinary deposits, obstetric calendar, etc. 
Bound in red morocco, red edges, with pencil, etc., it is sent 
for $1 to any address. It is issued by the Illustrated Medical 
Journal Publishing Co., Detroit, Mich. 

The Chautauquan. — This monthly is, as it name implies, 
the organ of that great literary and ethical association whose 
branches and sub-societies are coextensive with our great re- 
public, but whose central rallying point is on Lake Chautauqua 
in western New York. It, like the society it mirrors, has 
steadily grown from small beginnings, until now but few of 
the periodical publications which come to us are so freighted 
with valuable information as it is. The December number 
is a mine of mental wealth. It is edited and published by 
Dr. Theo. L. Flood, Meadville, Pa., and costs $1.50 per 
annum. 

The Physician's Interpeter in Four Languages, is the 
title of a neat and unique little pocket companion issued by 
F. A. Davis, Philadelphia. The ** four languages '* are 
English, French, German and Italian, and the phrases, which 
^embrace about the range of a diagnostic examination, are ar- 



1888.] Literary Notes. 379 

ranged in parallel columns, each representing the exact sense 
of the original query or remark. Each phrase is numbered, 
and at the close of the volume is an index referring to the 
«ame by number, a most convenient scheme. The work is 
neatly bound in morocco, and is about the size of an ordinary 
pocket book. It is a capital thing for physicians in large 
cities. 

Books Received. — A Treatise on the Diseases of Women. 
By Alexander J. C. Skene, M. D. 8vo. pp. 966 ; with 254 fine 
wood engravings and 9 chromo-lithographs. [New York: D. 
Appleton & Co. Sold by subscription only. Price, cloth, 
$6.00; sheep, $7.00. A Manual of Dietetics for Physicians, 
Mothers and Nurses. By W. B. Pritchard, M. D. 8vo. pp. 
88. [New York : The Dietetic Publishing Co. 1888. Price, 
^0 cents. Medical Diagnosis ; A Manual of Clinical Methods. 
By J. Graham Brown, M. D. Second edition ; illustrated, 
5vo. pp. 285. Eleventh Volume oif Medical Classics. [New 
York : E. B. Treat. 1888. Price, $2.76. Atlas of Venereal 
and Skin Diseases. Edited by Prince A. Morrow, A. M., M. 
D. Fasciculi VII. and IX. [New York: W. Wood & Co. 
Price, $2.00 per part. Sold by subscription only. 

Clinical Lectures on Certain Diseases of the Nervous 
System is the title of a pamphlet of 155 pages issued by Geo. 
S. Davis, of Detroit, as the October number of the Physi- 
cians' Leisure Library. We have presented here, eight lec- 
tures extracted from the third volume of Charcot's ^'Lecous 
flur les maladies du syst^me nerveux. " The translation by 
Dr. E. P. Hurd is a good one and the first printed in English. 
Of the subject matter nothing need be said. Hysteria in some 
of its phases is the principal matter touched upon, and is pre- 
sented in that entertaining and instructive manner for which 
Charcot has so long been famous. The lectures being clinical 
contain, each one, the record of one or more cases of the high- 
est value. The chapter devoted to ** railway spine " or as 
Charcot prefers to call it ** railway brain," will be of particu- 
lar interest to American physicians, especially from a medico- 
legal point of view. 

Histoire de Bicetre. — There will soon appear from the 
press of ProgrlB Midical in Paris a book which every physi- 
cian who reads French and who is interested in the romantic 
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and criminal phases in the history of France during the past 
three centuries should subscribe for and read. It is Paul 
Bru's forthcopiing Hisioire de BicHre^ taken irom the records 
of this great institution, at once the hospital, asylum and 
prison of Paris for generations past^ and whose name is famil- 
iar to every reader of classical French literature. The book 
will have an introduction written by the well known physi- 
cian, savant and editor, Dr. Bourneville, redacteur en chef of 
Progrhs Midical and physician to the Bic^tre. It is issued by 
subscription only, and will cost, post paid, 11 francs ($2.09) 
to those who subscribe at once. The price will afterward be 
raised to 16 francs ($3.00). 

Pamphlets Received. — The following pamphlets have 
been received during tb« past month, for which the authors 
will please receive our tlianks : On some novelties in my 
Epctrical Treatment of Uterine Fibroids with Answers to 
Objectionp, by Dr. G. Apostoli (Paris), Translated by Dr. 
Wooham Wel.b, M. R. C. P. L. ; The Failure of Dr. J. B. 
Thomas' Treatment of Urethral Stricture by Electrolysis, 
by Robert Newman, M. D. (Reprint from the Journal of the 
Am. Med. Ass, 8e]pi. 8, 1888); The Preferable Climate for 
Phthisis ; or the comparative importance of different climatic 
attributes in the arrest of Chronic Pulmonary Diseases, by 
Chas. Denison, A.M. M, D. (Reprint from Trans, of the 
Ninth Int. Med. Congress) ; Consequences of Acute Suppura- 
tion of the Middle Ear, with Special Reference to opening the 
Mastoid. By A. R. Baker, M. D. (From Trans. Ohio State 
Med. Soc. 1888) ; Medical Communications of the Massa- 
chusetts Medical Society. Vol. XIV. No. II., 1888. 
The Causation of Cold- weather Diseases ; also, Work in 
the Laboratory of Hygiene (Abstracts from Report of 
Michigan Board of Health, 1888) : St. Louis City Institu- 
tions, their Inmates; what is due to them, etc., by Rev. T. 
H. Hagerty, chaplain : Significance of Epiblastic Origin ot 
the Central Nervous System, by Dr. Geo. W. Jacoby (Annual 
presidential address, N. Y. Neurological Society ; reprint 
from Ny Y. Med, Jour, May 5, 1888) : Address on Rhinology , 
by Carl von Klein, M. D. (reprint from Jour. Am. Med. Ass.} 
Report of Proceedings of the Illinois Board of Health, meet- 
ing of Oct. 25, 1886 ; Etudes th6rapeutiques et bact^rio- 
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logiques sur le suroncle de I'oreille, par le docteur Loewen- 
berg (extract from V Union Medicate) : Mineral and Thermal 
Springs of California, by W. F. McNutt, M. D. (reprint from 
Transactions IX International Medical Congress) : Report 
on Hydrophobia, by Chas. W. Dulles, M. D. (reprint from 
Transactions Med. Ass. State of Pennsylvania, 1888) : A Case 
of Typhlitis, with double perforations, etc. Operation; Re- 
covery, by L. S. McMurtry, M, D. (reprint Jour, Am. Med, 
-4««., July 1888) : Treatment of Peritonitis by Abominal Sec- 
tion, by L. S. McMurtry, M. D. (reprint from AnnaU of 
Oynascology, Sept. 1888): Double Ovariotomy during Preg- 
nancy ; Subsequent Delivery at Term, by Wm. Warren Pot- 
ter, M. D. (reprint from Am. Jour, of Obst. and Dis. Worn, 
and Children) : Altruism considered Economically, by Chas. 
W. Smiley (extract from Proceedings Am, Ass. AdvancmH 
Science, 1888.) 

The Juveniles for 1889. — The physician, away from home 
so much of his time, should be the most careful of all men in 
the choice of the literature that he provides for his growing 
boys and girls. The desperate, life-long, evil effects of ill- 
chosen, vicious books on the plastic minds of infancy and 
childhood need not be mentioned by us. One can scarcely 
pick up a daily journal published in any of our larger cities 
that does not contain a reminder of the mortal moral and 
physical ravages wrought, and wrecks made^ by the infamous 
literature of the slums that is purveyed to boys and girls 
alike, and eagerly read by them in secret, or unchecked by 
the eye of parent or teacher. Within the past week no less 
than three cases of juvenile depravity, incited or stimulated 
by evil literature, have been reported in St. Louis alone. In 
the absence of legal restrictions upon the sale of pernicious 
literature to children, the only remedy lies in providing these 
growing, expanding and eager minds with pure and healthy 
literature, — books and journals, especially the latter, which, 
while inculcating proper views of life, shall furnish that 
stimulation and amusement so necessary to the healthy 
mind. Fortunately for our country and for England, amid 
the torrents of vicious literature poured forth by a venal press, 
there are such books and journals, — publications that can 
safely be placed in the hands of the tenderest child, of the 
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youth just entering manhood, and of the girl budding into 
womanhood. Chief among the journals devoted to childhood 
and youth are two so pre-eminently excellent that it is a 
pleasure to recommend them, and so nearly equal in their ex- 
cellence that it would be impossible to make choice between 
them on quality alone, and hence both should be taken. We 
allude to Wide Awake and St. Nicholas. For those who must 
make a choice, however, we present below the literary bill of 
fare of each, for 1889. 

Wide Awake: This journal numbers among its regular 
contributors J. T. Trowbridge, Margaret Sidney, Andrew 
Lang, Jessie Benton Fremont, Susan Coolidge, Elizabeth 
Stuart Phelps, Sidney Luska, Jean Ingelow, John Strange 
Winter, Noah Brooks and Hialmar Hiarth Boyesen. Among 
the serial stories promised for the year are '* The Adventures 
of David Vane and David Crane," a '* Yankee" story, by 
Trowbridge; **Five Little Peppers Midway," by Margaret 
Sidney; " A Little Knight of Labor," by Susan Coolidge, 
and '' Sybil Fair's Fairness," by C. R. Talbot. Mrs. Fre- 
mont will contribute a series of articles on ''Early Days in 
the Wild West;" Mrs. Harriet Taylor Upton one on 
'* Children of the White House ; " Sallie Joy White one on 
** Cookery in Public Schools ; " Mrs. Soddard Upton a series 
of stories on ** Famous Precious Stones," while Mrs. Wm. 
ClaSin will contribute some short letters on social matters, 
entitled *' Daisy's Letters to Patty." Miss Risley will give 
some true stories under such striking and taking captions as 
'' The Naughtiest Boy I Ever Met," " Tom the Star Boy," 
etc. John Burroughs justly commences the list of articles on 
'' Interesting People," with a sketch of John Burroughs as a 
boy. But we cannot go clear through the list. It is too long 
and too good. We do not wish to anticipate and will leave 
the balance to be guessed. The price of Wide Awake is only 
$2.40 per annurHy and it is published by D. Lothrop & Co., of 
Boston, Mass. 

St. Nicholas : For sixteen years the writer has taken this 
journal, ostensibly for the sole benefit of the ** children, " 
successive crops of nephews and nieces for whose reading 
matter he has cared; — in reality, however, as much for the 
pleasure which, as an ^' old boy " he got out of its pictures and 
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reading matter, as for the aforementioned '' sole object." In 
this he but followed the habits of the good deacons and staid 
dames who go to the circus ** just to let the children see the 
menagery which is so educating you know. '' In all this time 
he can truthfully say that he has not seen a number of St. 
Nicholas that was not squarely up to the very highest notch 
in all the requirements which go to make up the perfect 
'^children's magazine. " Pervaded throughout with the 
loftiest morality, yet devoid of cant ; redolent of all those 
sweet things belonging to happy childhood, yet never mawk- 
ish ; intensely interesting and never sensational ; beautifully 
illustrated, exquisitely printed and always on time, it has 
come month by month, through all these years, a most wel- 
come visitor to grown folks and children alike. For the com- 
ing year St. Nicholas promises to eclipse even its exceptional 
record, its programme being so varied that it quite justifies 
its editor, Mrs. Mary Mapes Dodge in her claim that it is to 
be an *' all-around-the-world year" in her magazine. In the 
menu before us the courses are arranged under the headings 
** America," ** Europe," ** Asia," ** Africa," ** Australia," 
** The Arctic Regions and the Sea." Does this not embrace the 
globe ? Space forbids a notice of the side dishes and entries, 
salades and display pieces, but they are all there, and happy 
will be the family that shall enjoy a seat at the banquet. The 
subscription is S3. 00 per annum, and will be received by 
newsmen and booksellers every where, or may be made to the 
publishers direct. 



Number the Houses Plainly, is the cry of the Brooklyn 
Medical Journal, Our esteemed cotemporary states that 
*' It is not always easy to find the house one is searching for 
in the daytime and immeasurably more difficult and exas- 
perating is the task at night, even when the moon is on duty. 
The long rows of houses of uniform construction, the in- 
frequency of gas lamps and the idiotic system of placing the 
numbers on front doors, make the locating of the sought 
house extremely difficult." The remedy suggested is to keep 
a light burning in the hall or vestibule, and in such a manner 
as to show the number plainly. 
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The North Central Illinois Medical Association will 
nold its fifteenth annual meeting at La Salle, 111., on Dec. 4. 

The South Kansas Medical Society held its twenty- 
sixth semi-annual meeting at Hutchinson, Kas., Nov. 13, 
last. 

The Southern Illinois Medical Association held a two 
days meeting at Duquoin on Nov. 15. The next meeting will 
take place at Metropolis, June 15, 1889. 

In Honor of Pasteur. — The Canadian government has 
named a parish in the county of Kamouraska, Province of 
Quebec, Pasteur, in honor of the French scientist. 

The Texas Screw Worm, which has of late played so 
prominent a part in the production of nasal troubles of a se- 
vere character, rejoices in the name of anthomyea cuniculina. 

Dr. Joseph O'Dwyer, the originator of intubation of the 
larynx, has been appointed professor of the diseases of chil- 
dren in the New York Post Graduate School and Hospital. 

The District Medical Society of Central Illinois held a 
very successful meeting in Vandalia, 111., on Nov. 20, last. 
In our next number we will present our readers with a brief 
synopsis of the proceedings. 

The Cincinnati Polyclinic was lately incorporated. A 
faculty has already been chosen for the purpose of giving post- 
graduate instruction. The school will probably be opened by 
the first of the coming year. 

The Ohio State Sanitary Association held its sixth an- 
nual meeting in the assembly room of the City Hall, at Can- 
ton, Ohio, Nov. 14 and 15 last. A large number of interesting 
papers were disposed of by those in attendance. 

384 
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The Cook County Hospital is clearly not in good sani- 
tary condition, if we are to believe the Medical Standard, That 
journal states that there are 80 typhoid fever patients there, 
out of a total of 486 inmates, or very nearly 16.5 %. 

A Leper in Dakota. — It is reported that a case of leprosy 
exists at Herold, Dak. The victim is the child of a former 
missionary to China, in which country it was born. The 
neighbors of the child's family will hold no communication 
with them whatever. 

The Viper and Frog, it may not be generally known, are 
not affected by chloroform. Complete anaesthesia may be 
obtained, however, by spraying chloride of methyl on the 
head. This has been the experience of M. B. Dubois, con- 
firmed by Brown-S^quard. 

Blackmail is the title of a play which is to be produced in 
London. It is said to be the work of Mr. Hobbs, an English 
surgeon. In view of the numerous attempts at blackmail 
made upon English physicians, of late, the play is quite apro- 
pos, especially as coming from one of the profession. 

Progress of Japanese Medicine. — The Sei i Kwai medi- 
cal journal, which was formerly about evenly divided into 
English and Japanese departments, now contains but very lit- 
tle English reading matter, the greater portion of its space 
being devoted to articles in Japanese written by native phy- 
sicians. 

The Physicians' Protective Alliance of the City of 
Brooklyn is among the latest. The organization of this 
society was effected on Oct. 8, last. The object is to protect 
its members from patients who are able to but will not pay 
their doctors' bills. A list of such is sent to each member, 
and he can govern himself accordingly. 

Chemists' ** Mistakes." — According to the Vraichy No. 
37, 1888, p. 738, the only child of Mrs. Rofe, of Sevastopol, 
has recently died from poisoning by carbolic acid, owing to a 
local chemist's ** mistake." The unhappy mother, over- 
powered by grief, swallowed the remnants of the fatal mix- 
ture immediately afterward, and expired a few hours later. 
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Death of Dr. Sands. — Surgery has sustained quite a blow 
in this country in the death of Dr. Henry Berton Sands, the 
well known New York surgeon. He died of apoplexy, in his 
carriage, on Nov. 18, last. Born in New York City in 1830, 
he early became identified with medicine, and in time achieved 
a reputation which rests upon a secure basis. He was con- 
nected with many of the hospitals of New York, and long 
held the chair of Surgery in the College of Physicians and 
Surgeons of that city. 

Infanticide in China. — This custom prevails to such a 
degree in the Flowery Kingdom that, according to the Chinese 
Times (quoted by Sei I, Kwai Medical Journal) there is a 
regular bullock cart which makes daily rounds for the purpose 
of collecting the corpses of dead infants for the purpose of 
giving them burial. The most significant fact in connection 
with this custom is that no examination is made of 
the bodies. This is pretty good proof that the government 
pays no attention, whatever, to the matter and by this course 
encourages infanticide to a certain extent. 

Surgeon General Marine Hospital Service. — As will be 
noticed in another part of the Journal, Dr. Jno. B. Hamilton 
will assume the duties of editor of the JburnaZ of the American 
Medical Association^ Jan. 1, 1889. For this reason he has re- 
signed his position of Surgeon General of the U. S. Marine 
Hospital Service, and it is probable that Surgeon Preston 
Baithache, now on duty at Philadelphia, will be appointed as 
his successor. Dr. Baithache has frequently had charge of the 
bureau in Washington and is thoroughly familiar with the 
workings of the service, besides b^ing in the direct line of 
promotion. 

Medical Superstitions. — Among the medical supersti* 
tions of the Middle Ages are the following : By spitting in the 
mouth of a living frog, cough was averted. By running hither 
and thither in a church, pleurisy could be avoided. By blow- 
ing three times consecutively, while fasting, in the mouth of 
the patient for nine days, furuncles were cured. Touching the 
ears with a skeleton's hand cured ear diseases. Headache 
could be cured by tying about the head a rope which had 
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hung a criminal. A knife with a white handle was a sovereign 
remedy for colic (we are not told how it was to be used). 
Touching an aching tooth with that of a corpse, arrested the 
pain. We have not space to enumerate many more equally 
curious superstitions. 

Antiseptics in Bohemia. — Dr. John B. Hawes, in a let- 
ter to the N. Y. Medical Record, dated Reichenberg, Bohemia, 
states that they do not place much faith in antiseptics. The 
physicians used them and their results were no better than 
they are at present, and it was expensive. Cleanliness, car- 
bolized water, and oil, and sublimate constitute the list em- 
ployed, iodoform being rapidly discarded. Sublimate is only 
used in the female department of Stephan's Hospital, and 
carbolized water is employed only to syringe out wounds after 
an operation. Of course the spray has no place and only in 
the gynaecological clinic are the sprays pllaced in a carbolized 
solution. Notwithstanding this, as good results are claimed 
in the surgical clinic. In the latter, during the past two 
years, over five hundred operations, largely of a major char- 
acter, have been performed and only two deaths noted, and 
they were both hernia cases. 

The Japanese Cure for Leprosy is the latest, but, 
unfortunately, we are not supplied with anything tangi- 
ble in regard to the matter. The Nichi Nichi Shinbun 
informs the public that Dr. Arai Saku has been most success- 
ful in the treatment of leprosy, and that, after curing a large 
number of his countrymen, he despatched one of his pupils 
to Hawaii, who has treated the disease there with great success. 
Having cured a Hindoo leper, who happened in Yokohama, 
Dr. Arai was requested to go to India by the Indian Govern- 
ment, as that country possesses no less than 30,000 lepers. 
Not being able to go, he is to despatch shortly, one of his 
pupils. He is said to have received applications for medicines 
far in excess of the quantities he is able to furnish—'* a certain 
ingredient of the chief medicine used being very difficult to 
procure." These stories all sound very nicely, but they pos- 
sess too much of the mysterious element to make them 
valuable. 
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''Tiger's Milk/' — One of our exchanges states that an 
East Indian draught called ^' tiger's milk " is made by adding 
the beaten yolks of three eggs to two tablespoonfuls of pow- 
dered white sugar, three cloves, the rind of half a lemon and 
half a pint of Imperial Crown brandy. Pour over it a quart 
of new warm milk, stirring rapidly, and serve immediately. 
This is recommended for those who live in malarial districts 
and for delicate persons before breathing the crisp air oj 
autumn or winter. A wineglassful will be sufficient in this 
climate. 

Another "Cure" for Dipsomania. — Dr. N. A. Pok- 
rovsky, of Tambov, presents (Proceedings of the Tambov Med- 
ical Society J No. 4, 1888, p. 88) a curious illustration of the 
popular treatment of dipsomania as practiced by the peasantry 
all over the Temnikov District (as well as in the Moscow gov- 
ernment. — Reporter), Given a hopeless case of a drinking bout, 
the unsuspecting patient received plenty of milk from a black 
pig (the blacker the better) and as much of his favorite drink, 
of vodka (brandy), or rather a vodka infusion of frogs, pre- 
pared lege artia by maceration of the latter in the liquid in a 
warm place for 24 hours. The more swollen the animals be- 
come, the greater the chances are for the patient's cure. It 
is hardly necessary to add that the treatment is always con- 
ducted by the patient's wife. Of course, the man takes his 
milk, takes his frog vodka and then starts to a public house 
(kabak) to continue his therapeutic work in a somewhat mod- 
ified form, and usually returns home in a highly intoxicated 
and violent state. *^ And that in spile of the frog having be- 
come almost as big as my man's cap," a woman said, em- 
phatically, quite puzzled with such disappointing effects of 
her sovereign remedies. 

The Cause of Suicide in School Children. — According 
to the Tambovskiia Qubernskiia Vedomosti, 1888, No. 37, a lad 
of 17, a pupil of the Crown's College at Elatoma, recently at- 
tempted to commit suicide by discharging a revolver into his 
cardiac region. Happily, the bullet buried itself in the 
youth's deltoid muscle. The school physician certified to the 
effect that ** the cause or the attempt had been obviously noth- 
ing else than a morbid sensibility of sensitive nerves,^^ As a 
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matter of fact, the poor lad had received a rather bad mark 
for some lesson^ and tried to escape from a habitual parental 
castigation in the radical way stated. Referring to this regret- 
ful case (not very rare in Russia), Dr. W. A. Pokrofsky 
(Proceedings of the Tambov Medical Society No. 6, 1888, p. 132) 
— indignantly and most justly, too— attacks the present educa- 
tional system which '* wholly forgets that non scholae sedvitae 
discimuSy*^ and which " altogether fails to train in our unhappy 
children healthy interest in and love of life, as the school 
ought to do by means of a rational and humane education,free 
from any pedagogic steeple-chases after prizes and punish- 
ments which tend to excessively develop and nourish morbid 
ambition and vanity in its unlucky victims.'' 

High Science in Detroit and Philadelphia. — One of our 
esteemed cotemporaries in Detroit, having pondered long and 
earnestly on the problem of how best to keep out of our houses 
the insidious and ubiquitous pathogenic microbe, evolved 
from his inner consciousness the plan of straining the air 
through muslin netting which is to be placed over the doors 
and windows of sleeping rooms. The journal in which the 
suggestion appeared reached the east in due time, and landed 
on the editorial table of another esteemed cotemporary issued 
in Philadelphia, the great head centre of all medical erudition 
and skill on this continent. The editor of this esteemed co- 
temporary saw the article of the Detroit e. c, — *' saw " it and 
immediately raised it, going it several better. Instead of 
muslin he proposed to use wire gauze as the microbicolic agent, 
and recurring to his early days for an example and a justifica- 
tion, hit upon the Davy safety lamp as the very identical thing. 
Eureka! If wire gauze will keep gas out of a lamp why shouldn't 
it keep microbes out of rooms? The reasoning was sound 
enough, and our Philadelphia e. c. would have made a great 

discovery but for one little trouble his premises were all 

wrong. He had gotten mixed up on the principle of the Davy 
lamp and had forgotten that the function of the wire gauze 
was not to keep gas out of the lamp, but to keep the flame of 
the latter in,and prevent it from setting fire to the inflammable 
gases without. That gas can and does permeate through the 
gauze is indeed one of the valuable features of the Davy lamp^ 
for in so doing it alters the character of the flame and gives 
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warning to the miner of the danger which threatens him. As 
to the value of any contrivance for straining microbes out of 
the atmosphere, only those who have had some experience in 
microbiological work and especially bacteriological cultivation 
know the difficulties in the way of finding an efficient strainer 
or filter. Lint cotton, loosely packed, is about the best, and 
a sheet of canton-flannel would be more efficient than the 
tightest woven and finest meshed wire gauze that man can 
make. 

MYASI8 NARIIJM. 

Just as the Journal is going to press, we have received 
the following letter and extract from Dr. David Prince, of 
Jacksonville, 111. Not wishing to delay the credit there made, 
we present the matter in this place. 

Editors St. Louis Medical and Surgical Journal : 

The interesting paper upon the subject of larvse in the 
nostrils, in the St. Louis Medical and Surgical Journal, 
for October, 1888, p. 206, by Dr. A. M. Powell, of Collinsville, 
Ills., gives me undeserved credit. The article in the Phila^ 
delphia Medical New8y Oct. 14, 1882, was contributed by Dr. 
Arthur E. Prince, and was accompanied by the narrative of a 
case coming under his observation. 

The following is the essential part of his article : 

David Prince, M. D. 

Jacksonville, Ills. 

[Abstract of Communication,'] 

Maggots in the Nares. — Mr. K., of Alexander, 111., had 
been for some years afflicted with a catarrh, which has never 
received any attention, and which had become an ozoena. 
Becoming intoxicated one night, he lay in the grass till near 
noon the next day, and a blue bottle fly laid her eggs in the 
foetid secretions of his nose. In due time, sixty-five healthy 
maggots were developed and made their home in the nares 
and post pharyngeal space, whence they could not be dis- 
lodged, except when one would accidentally fall out and be 
unable to get back again. A large number survived a week, 
and eluded the attempts of two physicians to make away with 
them. Erysipelas of the face set in. Between maggots and 
cedema of the nose and soft palate, no air could be made to 
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pass, and the mouth was the only respiratory avenue. In 
this condition I found him, eight days after the deposit of the 
eggs, presenting a nauseating spectacle to the condensed 
illumination of the rhinoscope, the nostril being distended by 
a speculum. They resisted action of water successfully, and 
it was found necessary to stand guard with forceps and catch 
each one till the last of the family were in captivity. Con- 
siderable surfaces of bone were found denuded, but so faith- 
ful had the operations of the little workers been that no 

particle of odor was to be distinguished. 

A. E. Prince. 
Jacksonville, III., Sept. 22, 1882. 



Cecal iHebtcal 2nattcr5. 

The Meetings of the St. Louis Medical Society are 
being well attended now. One of the principal reasons for 
this sudden activity is the fact that the annual election of 
officers takes place early in January. 

The Chinese Leper, who was sent to quarantine last 
summer, has been shipped to China by charitable friends. 
We still have one on hand. This latter escaped from quar- 
antine, but found his way back again, preferring that institu- 
tion to the cold, cold world. 

Death of Dr. Zeller.— On Nov. 12, Dr. F. F. Zeller, aged 
67, was found dead in a stable in the rear of his residence, 
7216 S. Broadway. He had lived over twenty years in South 
St. Louis and was well known in this portion of town. His 
death was attributed to apoplexy. 

Dr.* John B. Keber, who some years back was associate 
editor of the Journal, will shortly assume control of the der- 
matological department of one of our local cotemporaries. 
We are sure that this will not only prove a valuable acquisi- 
tion to that journal, but that it will be a source of pleasure and 
gratification to its readers. Knowing Dr^ Keber as well as we 
do, we can safely predict that he will give his readers a treat. 
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A Political Doctor. — It is said that one of our local phy- 
sicians did a very neat thing in the political line at the last 
election. The story in brief is this : The doctor was attend- 
ing to three republicans and five democrats. On the eve of 
the election he told his republican patients that they could 
safely get up and go out for the purpose of voting. His 
democratic patients, however, were not so fortunate in his 
opinion. They were too ill to risk their precious lives and 
they would have to remain in bed — and they did. The 
only voucher for the truth of this is the assertion of the phy- 
sician himself, but in view of the fact that eight patients are 
involved it looks rather fishy. 

Consistency, Thou Art a Jewel. — The lady members of 
the Humane Society of Missouri held what they called a 
•'babery "(v'llg^^jbft^y 8how)in November and, financially, it 
was quite a success — a tidy sum of money being realized. Above 
the entrance door to the hall was conspicuously posted a sign 
bearing the following legend: '^Open your mouths for the 
dumb animals and children," and we propose to do so now, for 
the children. There was on exhibition a number of infants, 
varying in age from twenty-one days to three years ; and they 
looked healthy for th^ most part. What we wish to protest 
against is the fact that from a hygienic stand point the affair 
was as barbarous and cruel as modern ingenuity could have 
devised. The air was extremely hot and so foul that adults 
could scarcely endure it. The helpless infants were kept 
on exhibition for so many hours that their mothers could not 
properly attend to them; so that for a time, at least, they were 
in a more or less filthy condition. Besides this, they 
could not be properly fed. To our mind, such a condition 
brought about by those who make a great showing of protect- 
ing these helpless creatures, puts on the character of a farce 
and would be highly amusing, were it not for the fact that the 
methods adopted also assume the more serious aspect of lend- 
ing a helping hand to the propagation of disease. If 
*' baberies " must be held, provide ventilation, at least, and 
see to it that the time of torture is materially lessened. 
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